— Her, uet, HeT! — E€ nuiio nobenesno, oHa 0TYasTHHO COTIPOTUBIISANIACH, @ TOICTHIM KOT, KOTOPHIT
MHUPHO JIexKaJl Ha Hel, UCIyrascs u cOexkam B yroJl.

Y 4 npocHyach 0T KoIIMapa.

Bce mpefcTaBuTeNX KilaHa JEMOHOB ITONTy4Yasid MaruyecKyIo CUITy IIeHOU ONpeNeIEHHbIX YCUTTHH, U eé
TJTAaTOM 3a 9TO OBUIa HEOOXOOUMOCTh BCTYIIATh B HEYTO HEOMUCYEMOE C JIIOOBIM JKUBBEIM CYIIECTBOM,
YTOOHI ITOMTOJTHUTEL MarHUIo.

Ho k71aH IeMOHOB COCYIIECTBOBAJI C KJIaHOM HEXKUTH, KOTOPLIHM COCTOSTT U3 CKeJIeTOB 6e3 IJIOTH.
YroOnl n36aBUTh Y f OT €€ NpUBEPENIUBOCTH B eie, KIlaH HEXXKUTU MIPUJIOKUIT BCE YCUIIUS, YTO
OCTaBUJIO ¥ HEE€ MHOXKECTBO I€TCKUX TPABM.

VIMeHHO 3TO CTajIo MPUYHUHOM, 110 KoTopol Y 4 pemmna cO6exkaTh U3 JoMa.

Eé crimHa Obly1a MOKpPaA OT XOJIOMHOTO [I0Ta, OHA TSI2KEJI0 AbIIIaja, Kak BAPYT 3aMeTHsIa, 9YTO YTO-TO
TEMHOE TIPHITHYJIO B €€ CTOPOHY.

HpI/ICMOTpeBH.II/ICB, OHa IIOHAJIa, YTO 3TO eeé €MMHCTBEHHBIN OPyT Ha 3eMmiie — ‘-IépHBIfI TOJICTHIM KOT.

KaH meMOHOB MOT TOHMMATh S3bIK JKUBOTHEIX, M MUJIBIHM OOJIMK KOTa, COYETaBIIUUCS C €T0
HaZIMEHHOM peyblo, 3By4asl KpaHe HeJIelo.

— ['nmymas YenoBeYuIlKa, 3a4eM Thl MEHS Halyrasa, Msay! — HegoBOIbHO MpoOypydas KOT, KOTOPHIT
TOJIBKO YTO HACJIaXK[aJiCsl TeM, YTO CTOSJI Ha CBOEH CITy>KaHKe, KakK BAPYT 3Ta IIPOKJIATas
YyeJI0BeYHUIIIKa Pe3KO cea.

— IIpocTH, MHE ITPOCTO MPUCHUIICS KomMap, — Y 4 crmabo yiaei0HyIack KOTY, HO B €€ rj1a3ax He OBIIo
¥ HaME€Ka Ha pafoCThb.

OueBUIHO, OHA BCE eIIE He OIIPpaBHUJIaCh OT CTpaxa.

— XM, He oyMa¥, YTO U3BMHEHHUE 3aCTAaBUT MEHS MPOCTUTH Te0sI, Msy! — KOT ITPOMOJIZKAJl BOPYATh, HO
BCE 2Ke TIOMIOIIEN ¥ YCTPOUICS V HEe€ Ha KOJIeHSX.

Y {1 BOpyT HOHSIIA, YTO KOT IIBITAJICS COTPETh e€, XOTsI, KOHEYHO, OH HUKOTHa ObI B 9TOM He
TIPU3HAICS.

Ona B3s71a KOTa Ha PYKHU.

— V¥ 4, s xouy pei6pl! CXomu B IIKOJIBbHBIM MIPYH ¥ HAJIOBU MHE Iapy IITYK, — KOT, BUAS, 4TO Cc Y 4 Bcé



B IIOPAOKE, CHOBa Ha4aJl KOMaHIOOBATh.

YV 4 He obpaTuia BHUMaHMS Ha TOH KOTA, COTJIAaCUIACh M BCTaja.

Eé xocTtu YXKe IIOYTH 3aXKUJIH, XOTA IIPKU OIBUXKEHUU BCE eH.Ié CJIBIIIIQJICA CKPHII, HO 3TOT'O OBIIIO
JOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI OBUTATBCA.

[Tocne HemaBHETO MOXK/S 3eMJIsI CMeIlanach C €€ ONexXK o, IPUIaB el CTPAHHHIH IIBET.

Y 4 xoTena BOCIOIb30BaThCA Marueu s IepeMelieHus, HO 06Hapy}KI/IJ'Ia, qTo0y He€ 0CTasoCh JIUIIb
JKaJlKoe KOIH4YeCTBO Marn4eCKOu CHJIBL.

[TpaBuIBHO, YTOOBI TOMOYb YMEPIINM 00PECTH ITOKOM, OHA MTOYTH MTOTHOCTBIO UCTOIIKIIA CBOIO
Mmaruio. Teneps, KpoMe 6eCCMEPTHS, OHA HUYEM He OT/IMYajiach OT 0OBIYHOTO YeIoBeKa.

Y Temneps e MPUXOAUIIOCH UATH II0 JOPOre, KaK OOLIYHBIM YEeJIOBEK, CNIyIIas, KakK KOT BOPYHUT,
TI0YeMYy OHa CETOMHS He MOXKET JIeTaTh.

— Ilomorurte, moMoruTe! — U3 TEMHOTH pa3fascs KpUK.

Y 4 He Oviya U3 Tex, KTo OpocaeTcs Ha IOMOILb, la ¥ CHJI Y Heé He ObIJI0, HO KOT, KOTOPOTO OHAa
mepzKasa, SBHO OBIT IIOJIOH SHTy3Wa3Ma.

— VBupgen HeCpaBeaIuBOCTh — KPUUHM, MY, 5T CITacy KpacaBuIly! — 9To ObIIO yKe He BrepBrie. He
TakK AaBHO, 605Ch, YTO CTAPOCTy MOTYT 00UfeTh, KOT moTpeboBas, uTobul Y 4 Gpocuia ero.

U Tteneps V 4 cHOBa ¢ yneIOKO# Opocuia TSKEIOT0 KOTa B CTOPOHY, YCIIBIIIAB B IEPEYIIKE XaOTUYHEIE
KPUKHU.

MyX4YuHEI pyraauck, Bbi0eras u3 nepeynika, oHu yBupenu YV 4 B e€ rps3HoM Bupge. Bcé B 4€pHOM,
eflBa 3aMeTHOU KOXKel, OHa BHITJIsiesIa Kak 0e3roIoBEIl IpKU3paK, MpayHas U Iyraiomas.

— Kaxkoe HecyacThe! CHayasa IPOKIATHH KOT, @ TEIeph elllé U HUlllasi, — MYyKUYUHEBI SBHO
WCIIyTaJIuCh, HO He CTaJIi IPU3HaBaThCS, a IIPOCTO VIIIIH.

Y 4 mMonuana, oKa OHM He CKPBUIUCH U3 BUAY, ITOCTIE YeT0 ONYCTUIa KOTa, KOTOPHIH LENIAICs 3a e€
CIIUHY.

CriacéHHas XKeHINKWHA B3si71a KOTa Ha PYKH.

— Cnacubo, KaxKeTcs, TH CIIacjia MeHs y2Ke BO BTOPOH pas.



Y 4 xotena y'fITPI, HO T'0JI0C TTOKa3aics el 3HaKOMBIM.

— i1, ThL Y 4? — [eByliKa ToXKe 3aMeTHJIa €€, e€ KpaCUBOE JIULIO BBIPA3UJIO YOUBIIEHHUE.

K coxanenwuio, B rna3ax Y 4 oHa BUfella TOJIbKO CKeJIeT, KOTOPHIM OTKPHIBAI POT, U €€ TJla3a Mof
YEJIKOU MOTYCKHEIH.

OHa MelCTBUTENbHO O0KUBUJIA TEX, KOTO YOUII MyKUYKHA B 3€JIEHOM, HO OHM ITPEBPATHUIINCH B CKETIETOB
0e3 mioTH. XOTs UJUII03KS [iellajia UX BHEIIHOCTDb YesloBeuecKou, o Y 4, Kak st
3aKJIMHATEIbHULIE, OHH OCTABAJIMCh I'OJILIMU CKEJIeTaMU.

Ecnu oHU yMpYT CHOBA, Marus pacceeTcsl.

[Tpote TOBOPSI, CTAPOCTa yKe Oblla MEPTBOM.

—V 4, s uckana tebs nongHsg. YTo TH CKa3ajla 3aBy4y, YTO OHA TaK XOpOIIOo K Tebe OTHOCUTCH? —
CTapocCTa sIBHO He 3HaJja, YTO OHa yXKe MepTBa.

Ona xoTena cxBaTUTh Y #l, HO He pellanachk.

C camMoro oKkoOH4YaHUS YPOKOB OHa Opofuiia II0 3TOMy CTPaHHOMY TPyLII00HOMY paioHy, 3abyaunach
¥ HaTKHYyJach Ha HECKOJIBKUX XyJIUTaHOB. Telepb OHa fyMaia, 9YTO BCE 9TO IPOU30IIIIO U3-3a
BCTpeuu c Y .

Y {1 3amoruana, 9yBCTBYs rpycTh. CTapocTa Oblia eqUHCTBEHHOU B KJlacce, KTO Ha3hIBal €€ 110
MMEHH, a He «BOPOHOM», KaK OCTAJIbHEIE.

— 4 mpocTo cKa3ania ey, YTO BCE 3TO CIIy4alHOCTh, — royioc Y 4 CHOBa CTasl XPUILILIM U
HETIPUSTHEHIM.

KaxXmplit pas, CIbIIIIa 9TOT TOJI0C, CTAPOCTy GPOCATIO B IPOXKb.

OnHa HMYero He 3HaJjla O CBOEX CMEPTH, He BHUAeJIa IIe4aJIbHOr0 BEIpaXkKeHus IOf TYCTOU Yenkou Y .

Ho, YCIIBIIIIaB oO0bsicHenue Y 4, CTapoCTa C obneryeHueM B3OOXHYJIa U YCIIOKOUJIACh.

— Cmacubo, 4TO He CKa3ajla IpaBay. BoT, BO3bMU 3TU JE€HBTHU.

Ona GBICTPO mOCTaa U3 KOIIeIbKa HeCKOJIBKO KYITIOp U IPOTSHYyJa ux Y 4.



V 4 ue gBuranace. Eif He HyKHBI OBIITH IEHbI'H, €€ Marus I03BOJIs/Ia e CO3MaBaTh BCE, UTO OHA
XoTeJa.

— 9TO He B3ATKa, i IIPOCTO 3HAI0, YTO ¥ TeOs TPyOaHas CUTyalltsi, TBOU POAUTENN YMEP/IH, BEPHO? —
cTapocTa roBopuia uckperHe. OHa caMa He ITOHWMAJIa, II0YEMY TaK UHTEPECYEeTCS 3TOU HEBYIIKOM.

Y 4 cHOBa mpoMosyasia, He IOHMMasl BHE3AMMHOM JOOPOTH CTAaPOCTHI.

C camoro Hayaja 00U OTHOCUJIACH K KJIaHY A€MOHOB TOJIBKO CO CTPAXOM K OTBPAIIEHUEM.

Temeps, 0OKa3aBIIKCh B 3TOM Mupe, Y 4 u3MeHunIa CBOM CTHIIb, YTOOBI He IPHUBJIEKATh BHUMAHMS, HO
BCE PaBHO CTajla 00 bEKTOM HEHABUCTHU OHOKJIACCHUKOB.

Ona gyMaJjla, 9YTO KJIaH JEMOHOB CO30aH OJis TOTO, YTOOH €T0 HEeHaBUOeJIH, HO...

[Tepeq Hel BCE elllé MesbKam yepel, Y 4 He BUOela HUKAKUX 3MOLMM U HE YyBCTBOBAJa CTPaxa,
TOJIKO TPYCTh. BCE XKe, cTapocTa Obllia MepTBa.

U ata cmepTh Obla BeI3BaHa €€, Y f, KoTopas He HoJiKHa Oblja CyIIecTBOBATh B 3TOM MHUpE.

— Crapocra, Tebe HpaBUTCS 9TOT MUP? — cIipocuia Y f CBOMM HENPUSTHHIM T'OJI0OCOM.

— Ila, HpaBUTCSA, — CTAPOCTa, Ka3aJloCh, He MOHKUMala, 3a4ueM Y 4 3agana TaKOH BOIIPOC.

— ITousiTHO, — OoTBeTUMNA Y 4.

CrapocTa Gblna B 3aMeIaTeIbCTBe, HO BCE XKe CIPOCHUIIa:

— Moxelb CKa3aTh, KaK MHE OTCIOfla BEIOpaThcs? f, KaxkeTcs, 3a0/Iyaunacs.

Y 4 cnerka nogHsia rojaosy.

— Tl TOXe He 3Haelllb? — CTapOCTYy HAayaJio MyTUTh OT €€ B3rJIsaa, HO OHa He MTOHUMala, YT €€
CKEJIEeTHBIN 00TUK OBIT CAaMBIM ITyTAIOIIMM.

— 3Halo, — HaKOHeIl cKa3asa Y f, cmenaB mar BIepen.

Crapocra ucmnyranach e€ JelCTBHUS, HO BCE Xe IPOTSIHya geHbru. OgHAKO B €€ pyKaX HUYero He
IIPOM301IIO, OHA JIUIIb TI0YYBCTBOBAIA, KakK €€ MONHAIN.



— 91, YV 4, TH 4TO, X04Yellb 0TOOPaTh Y MeHs KEHIIUHY? — HEeJOBOJIbHO 3aKpUyiaj KOT, HO B 3TOT
MOMEHT Y { yXe B3sa U ero.

B ogHO MrHOBeHUe o7 HoraMu Y f mOSIBUJICS Marm4eCcKu KPyT, OHa CHesala IIPHIKOK U B3JleTesa
Ha TPX MeTpa BBepX.

CrapocTa 3aKpuyaja OT CTpaxa, Kpenko 06xBaTuB Y f, BeTep CBUCTEN B yIlIaX, BEICOTA
yBeNIM4YMBanach, IoKa OHa He II0YYBCTBOBAJa, YTO €€ T'0JIOC CKOPO COPBETCS, U TOJILKO TOTHa OHA
MIOHSJIa, YTO CHOBA OKa3ajlaCh Ha 3eMIIe.

Y 4 otnycTuna €€, ¥ YEPHBIM CBET MATKO OIYCTHUJI CTAPOCTY Ha 3eMIJII0.

OuryuieHne TBEPHOM 3eMIH 107 HOTaMHU 3aCTaBUJIO CTAPOCTY ociabeTh, OHA yIana Ha 3eMJTI0 1
CMOTpeETa BBEPX Ha [IEBYIIKY, KOTOpPas BCE eIlé Imapuiia B BO3AyXe.

JIETKui BETEPOK pa3BeBall €€ BOJIOCH, OTKPHIBAs CKPHITOE ITOJl YENKOM IMpeKpacHoe nuiio. CtapocTa
CMOTpeJia Ha He€ B OlleTIeHeHUH, OHa IIPOXKKIa TaK HOJIro, HO BIIePBHIE BUfeJIa TAKOTO KPacHUBOTO
YyeJioBeKa.
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