— Kaxk... Kak ero pa3BeHTb? — 9pI/IK CMOTpeEJI Ha 6633&H.II/ITH01"0 MOJIOOOTO IIPKXHIIA, B T'OJIOBE Y HETO
POHUIINCE MBICJIX, KOTOPBEIE HE CIIEOOBAJIO OBl BCIIOMMHATh.

— Yuurerns, mouenyu MeHs, ¥ OHO pa3BeeTcs, — cKa3an HcTpo.

SpI/IK CHa4aJla 3aMep, 3aTeM JIETOHBKO IIJIEITHYJI €TI0 II0 HOCY:

— Krto 6®I cTas Tebs 1enoBaTh!

HcTpo Tuxo paccmesncs, 3aTeM, TS0 Ha JpHUKa, IPOU3HEC:

— Vuurens, s Hayyun Tebs caMOMy OITaCHOMY MarudeckoMy 3aKJIMHaHUI0. BO3MOXKHO, 3TO
€OUHCTBEHHOE, YTO MOXKET MEHs OrPaHUYUTh. Beb 0HO OCHOBAHO He Ha KOMOWHALIUY 3JIEMEHTOB
WIM CUJIe BOJIM, a Ha moBepuu. [Toka 51 moBepsito Tebe... Most Marusi CTaHOBHUTCS BCE CUJIbHEE, U JaXKe
ceryac, gyMaro, KOpoJib ¥ BEPXOBHBIM Mar He CMOTYT JIETKO MeHS Ofl0JieTh. TONBKO 9TO 3aK/IMHAHMUE,
BO3MOXKHO, MOSI €qUHCTBEHHAs cJ1aboCThb, ¥ ero 3¢(HEKT CO BpeMEHEM... YCUIUBaeTCs. BO3MOXKHO, B
CJenyIomui pa3, KOTrha Thl IPOU3HECeIb ero, I faXe He CMOTY MOPTHYTh UJIA TOBOPUTb.

— HcTpo, — OpuK, BHICIyIIaB €r0, BHTJISAAEN MpauHbIM. — 4 X049y HeMe[JIeHHO 3a0kITh ero.

— Becnone3no, — McTpo ynebHYNICS. — 3aKIMHaHUE, OMHAXK/EI TPOM3HECEHHOE, HAaBCETa 0CTaeTC s
B IIaMsTH. A ero pasrajika — IMPOU3HECTH ero CHOBa.

BpI/IKy Jaxe He IIPUIIJIOCh OyMaTh, CJI0BAd 3aKJIMHAHWA CaMU BREIPBAJIMCE M3 €r0 YCT.

KVicTpo momHsJCS C KPOBATH, YIbIOASCh:
— YuuTens, BpeMs yxke MM0O3[HEe, 3aBTPa MHE PaHO BCTaBaTh, Tak 4uTo 5 mnouny. He 3abynbTe,
II02KaIyuCTa, TO, YTO I BaM CerofgHs cKa3a!

C 3TUMHM CJIOBaMHU OH BCTAJl ¥ BHIIIEI.

HcTpo pa3bynuny paHo yTpoM. Jjafa IIoMorjia eMy HafieTh TEMHO-CUHUM GapXaTHBIHM XalaT u
3aBsi3ajia ero 30JI0THIE BOJIOCH JIEHTOM TOTO e I[BeTa. B3T/ISHYB Ha ero Bce 0ojiee 3pejioe u
IIPeKpacHoe JIUI0, OHa CKa3asa:

— ToI caMBlil KpaCUBHIM IIPHHII, KOTOPOTO 51 Korga-nubo Bupena. CerogHs MHOTHE AEBYIIKHU BIIOOSITCS

B Te0sI, a IOTOM THI JKEHHUIIILCS U yenelis OTCIoa.

— TrI 3arnsgpIBaelllb CIUIIKOM faneko, — McTpo 3eBHYIN. — f IPOCTO HAfeCh, YTO CETONHAIIHUN
OEeHb IIPOMIET CIIOKOWHO.

— Kro Hayuun Tebst TaKOMY ITeCCUMU3MY? — Jafa IToIpaBuiia ero rajcTyk. — CerogHs THI I'JIaBHBIH
repoiu, Aymaiu o IPUSATHBIX BelllaX, He TOBOPH, KaK CTapHUK.



OHa ckpuBua ry0s:

— XOTs CEeTOHS THI ¥ CTaJl COBEPIIEHHOIeTHUM, Tebe BCero mecTHaAIaTh!

— TrI cTaHOBUINIBCS BCe OONTINBEE, — IIPHUHI] YCMEXHYJICSI. — B TBOUX rila3ax s HaBCerha OCTaHYCh
pebeHKOM.

— CambIM ny4inuM pe6eHKOM, — JJlafia MoCMOTpesia Ha Hero, ¥ BOPYT Ha Hee HAXJIBIHYJa Iedalb,
YyTh HE 3aCTABUBIIAS €€ BCXTUITHYTh.

3aTeM OHa MOATONKHYJa McTpo, YTOO! OH IIOCIIEIINII 3@ TOCIIOXKO0M IIYCUIT Ha ayHeHIINI0 K KOPOJIIO.

Korga OpuK BhIIIENT U3 KOMHATH, OH YBUeJI, Kak VICTPO BRITONKHYIM HAPYXKY. dnaga OBICTPO
3axJIOIHYJIa IBEPh, 3allePEBIINCH BHYTPHU.

— YTO0 CNy4unocs? — CIpoCuil JpUK.

HcTpo mokadan roaoBOM:

— MoxeT, OHa iyMaeT, YTO S CIIUIIKOM OBICTPO BHIPOC?

OpuUK ynEIOHYIICS, TTIAAS Ha HETO:

— C paeMm poxpenus, Uctpo!

I/ICTpO IMOOHAI I'lla3d U IIOCMOTPEJI Ha CBOETO BEICOKOT'O HAaCTaBHHKaA, CJIETKa OIIYCTHUB B3T'JIAMO:

— Yuurensb, KaxK g BEITJTIAXKY...

Mornonoii MpUHII HEPBHO MOTSHYI 3@ MOA0JI OJIeXKABI, OIYCTUB T'OJIOBY, CJIOBHO 0XKU[As, YTO YUUTEIb
no#meT ero. [Ipsigb 30JI0THIX BOJIOC BHICKOJIB3HYJIa M3-3a yXa.

MyX4YrHa CMOTPeJ Ha CBOEr0 3allMHAIOIeroCs yYeHuKa, U 3Ta IPSOb BOJIOC Ka3alach eMy
TIEPHIIIKOM, LIEKOUYIIUM ero ceppie. EMy 3aX0Temoch IpPOTSIHYTh PYKY... He TObKO 4TOOH
IIOTIPABUTh €T0 BHEIIHWW BUJI, HO ¥ YTOOHI CIIPSTATh €TI0, YKPHITh B CBOUX JIAMIOHSX.

3pI/IK HHUKOT'd PAHbIIE HE UCIIEITEIBAJI HUYET 0 HOI[O6HO]"O II0 OTHOILIIEHHIO K KOMy-J'II/I60. On CMYTHO
IIOHHMaJI, 9YTO 3TO HeO6bI‘-IHO, HO He MOT BBIPA3UTEL CJIOBAMH. OTHoOMmeHus y4uuTend u Y4YeHHKa [Oejialin
BC€ 3TO OMHOBPEMEHHO JIOTUYHEIM U 3allyTaHHBIM.

B HepemuTeNnbHOCTH JPUK yKe MPOTSIHYI PYKY, YTOOH 3alIpaBUTh BOJIOCH 3@ yX0. MyXK4unHa
IIPUKOCHYJICS K €T IeKe, T8 Ha HEero, ¥ MATKO IIPOU3HEC:



— ThI mpeKpacHee, 4YeM KTO-TH00, KOT0 ST KOTIa-Tu00 BUAET.

Ho 3aTreM oH M3MEeHMJI TOH, TTISAs B TJIa3a MOJIOJOTO IIPUHIIA, CUSBIIKNE, KaK JIparoleHHbe KaMHHU:

— HcTpo, yuuTenb xo4eT, 4TOOH TH 1000€eIan MHE OHY BEIIb.

— Yuurens... — I/ICTpO IIOCMOTPEJI Ha ero 3€eJIeHbIe I'lla3a U TBEPhIE FYGBI, CJIETKa OTBJIEKasACh.

— ITooGermrait MHe, YTO CeTOmHS He Oy/ellb HCII0Ib30BaTh Maruio, XOpoIo? — cKa3ajl JPHK.

JlagoHb MyKYMHHI OblJIa CyX0H U TeIIoH, 94To cbusmo McTtpo ¢ Tonky. OH 6e3 KonebaHu KUBHYI, a
3aTeM yBU[eJl, KaK yUUTeNb YALIOHYJICSI eMy C HeXKHOCTBIO.

B 3TOT MOMEHT rocmoxa JJIyCu IMOCIEIIHO MOoIa u3fianeKa, ee KabnykKu CTy4daiu 1o
MpaMmopHoMy mojty. OHa Bcerfa IIJI0X0 KOHTPOJIMPOBaja CBOM 3MOIMY U Teleph Obl/la B3BOJIHOBaHA U
pasmpaxeHa:

— Yro TH menaems?! Buepa g ropopuia Tebe, YTO HYKHO UATHU K OTITy!

HWcTpo mOogHSAT TONIOBY, YKPaAKOW B3TJITHYB Ha JIUI0 DPUKa, a 3aTeM, CJI0BHO y0eras, IocienoBasl 3a
TOCIIOXKOM JJIyCUI B 3all.

Moronoi MpUHIL He TOHUMAJI, YTO C HUM TOJIKO YTO IIPOM30III0. Ero Imeku ciierka ropend, a
MaTepPUHCKHE YIPEKU NOHOCUIUCEH N0 Hero HesiCHO. Korga OHU IOJOIIIY K IBePH KOPOJIEBCKUX
TIOKOEB, T'OCII0XKa JJTYCUJI, YBUMIEB €T0 3aAyMUYUBHIN BUM, XJIOMHYJIA €ro 110 IIJIevy.

Crnyra CMyIIeHHO ITIOCMOTpEJT Ha HUX:

— Ero BenuyecTBo TonbKO 4TO yiien. IIpubwin nocon u3 ['manuu, Ero Benuyectso u mpunil Popuax
IIPUHKAMAKT UX.

Tocmozxka Jmycu, moxoxe, He OXKKfana TAKOTo TOBOpOTa COObITHH. Ee 3HTy31a3M CJIOBHO OKATUIIU
X0I0HOM Bomo¥. OHa IMIMPOKO PacKphIia Iiia3a, 6opMoya:

— OTO HeBO3MOXKHO! ITO HeBO3MOXKHO! Kak KOpo/ib MOT yTPOM B I€Hb POXKOEHHUS HALllero ChlHa
IIOUTHU K KoMy-TO gpyromy?! IloueMy oH Tak moctynuin?! Pa3Be OH He 3HaeT, 4YTO CETrONHS JeHb
POXKIeHUs Halllero CeiHa?!

— locmoxa... — CJIyra pacTepsijicsi, CMOTPS Ha Hee.

— Tol He HanOMHUT eMy? — ['0CcIIozKa JIyCUIl MoCcCMOTpesia Ha Hero. — Kopoiib, BO3MOXKHO, 3a0bII.
[Tovigu u cKaxu emy!



Crnyra mokadar rOJI0BOK:

— Tl'ocmoxa, Koposb He 3a0bu1. OH Beeln mepefaTh BaM, YTOOBI BHI OTIOXHYJTU ¥ TIOM0KOAIH [I0
obema...

[ocmozka Imycun MopHsa PyKy ¥ yaapuiia ero 1o Juily, 4To ucmuyrano Mctpo. OH GBICTPO CXBATHUI
MarTh, II03BOJIUB CIyTe YUTU. 3aTeM rocroxa JJIyCUJl Hadasla PhgaTh, Kanysach Ha Oe3mymire KOpoJis
1 CBOIO HECUACTHYIO CyAbOY.

OH He NOHMMaJ, TIOYEMY OHa IjTayeT. Bce 3HaMM, 4TO KOPOJIb He yaenseT UM BHUMaHus. [1nay
MaTepu celdac Ka3acsl HeCKOIbKO HaurpaHHbIM. OH CMyTHO YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO OBLI CIIUIIKOM
XOJIO[IeH K Hel, HO B TO XKe BpeMs pa3fpaxkacs u3-3a ee noBefeHus. OH npubau3uics, xenas
YTEIIUTh €€, HO YYBCTBOBAJI PACTEPSIHHOCTH U CTpax. ['0cmoxka Imycusn HUKoraa He Gblyla ¢ HUM
6mu3Ka GU3NYeCcKu, Mo3ToMy McTpo He 3Hal, Kak ¢ Hel oOpamatbcsi. OH MHCTUHKTUBHO YYBCTBOBAJI,
YTO IPUKOCHOBEHUS K MaTepU HEECTECTBEHHHI, ¥ ITIOTOMY IIPOCTO CTOsLJI, HabIiofas 3a ee clie3aMi.

Korpa rocnoxa 9ycun 3akoOHYHUIIa 2Kajl0BaThCsl Ha BCEX, OHa HEOXOTHO yia. McTpo nocnegosan 3a
HeMH, YCIbIIIaB cMenky ciyr. OH 00epHYICS U MOOHS PYKY.

3aknrHaHKe ObIJIO Ha KOHYMKE ero si3bika. CTOMII0O eMy OTKPHITh POT, ¥ BHYTPEHHOCTH CITyTH
pasopBanuch Obl. UCTpO 4yBCTBOBA CUIbHOE pa3ppaxenue. OH Tepmel JocTaToYHo gonro. OH
TIOCTETIEHHO 06peTas CUTy, HO BCe PaBHO B IeHb CBOET0 COBEPIIEHHOIETUS MOT TOJIBKO CMOTPETS,
KaK ero MaTh IIJlJa¥eT, He B CUJIaX HUYEro CHesaTh.

— Hctpo!

3HAKOMBIY TOJIOC 1T03a[IU 3aCTaBUJI €T0 B3APOTHYTh. OH 00epHYJICS U YBULETI, UYTO DPUK
pPUOINKAETCS.

Mornopoii IPUHIL TYT K€ OIYCTUJ PYKY, HEBOJIbHO OTCTYIIUB Ha Ba Illara U OIyCTUB I'la3a, He
pelrasch BCTPETUTHCS BITIISIAOM C yuuTteneM. Korga 9puk mogouien K Hemy, McTpo efiBa cepxkanl
XenaHue y0exaTh.

— HrHopupoBath Cie3sl faMbl — 3TO He IOCTOMHOE ToBefieHne, — JPUK YCTABUJIICS Ha CNyTy. — THI
IIO30PHIITh CBOETO TOCIIOAUHA.

Cnyra He HallleJl, YTO OTBETUTh, U CMYIII€HHO 3aMOJI4all.

Opuk cxBatuil MCcTpo 3a PyKy 4 yBeJ ero ortyna. [lo myTu oH Momdan, ¥ McTpo MoYyBCTBOBAJ, YTO
TOT, JOJI2KHO OBITh, paccepkeH. OH HUKOTTa He BUAET JPUKa 3/IbIM, I03TOMY Teleph TOXKe MOoTdall.

Korpma oHM BepHYNHCH B KOMHATY, JPUK OTIYCTUI ero. MCTPo mOYyBCTBOBAJI, KaK CUIIBHO €T0 PyKa
OOJIUT OT 3axXBara.



— Tot ToBKO uTO Oberman MHE, McTpo, — OpuK B3moxHYI. — Kaxmbli pa3, KOrAa Thl UOEIIb K
KOPOJTIO, S YYBCTBYIO CTPaX.
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