YacTas XKU3Hb, I0JTHAS POCKOIIN U pa3Bparta, OLICTPO cocTapuiia Kopojsd. PopuaH poc cpefy CIjieTeH
0 CBOEeM OTIie, ITI0Ka B feHb CBOEr0 YeThIPHAALIaTUIIeTH, KaK TOBOPUJIM, He YCIIbILIaa OT AUIJIOMaTa
BOCTOpP2KEHHbIe TT0XBaJsibl. ONbsHEBIINM IOHBINM IPUHI PopraH XBaCT/IMBO 3asgBUIT:

— 4 6yny nmydimM KopoJieM, 4eM MOH OTell.

YcnrimaB 3T0, Xenbpayhd, IPUKOBAHHBIN K IIOCTEJIH, IIPUIIENT B IPOCTh. [ 0BOPSIT, OH 3aCTaBUII
PopuraHa Tpu OHS CTOSITH Ha KOJIEHSIX Y OBEPEU ero KOMHATHI, @ 3aTeM MPHUKa3asl IPUBE3TH BO OBOPEL
MaBHO 3a0BITOT0 HE3aKOHHOPOXKIEHHOT'0 ChIHA U €T0 MaTk.

OpHako KOpoJib SBHO He coOupascs JaBaTh 3TOM 3HATHOM HaMe TUTYJ KoposeBbl. OH UL MPHU3HA
nx pebeHKa, I03BOJIMB EMYy BOWTU BO ABOpeEI], 4TOOH HalloMUHATL PopraHy 0 ero Mecre.

[Mocnenytomue COORITHS Y2Ke HUKOTO He MHTepecoBaiu. JIUIIb u3peaKa CIIyTH, BO3BPAIL[aBIIAECS U3
IBOPIIa, PACCKa3bIBa/IM, YTO MaJIeHbKUI IPUHI] HE AU/ C HUMHU ¥ He TI0/Ib30BaJICsI BHUMaHUEM
KOpOJisi. Hen3BeCTHO Kak, HO B UTOTE 9TO ITEPEPOCIIO B OTKPHITOE IPOTUBOCTOSTHUE.

Xomumu CIyxu, 4To MpUHIl MCTPO OT poxkmeHus ObUT 37THIM ¥ IIOOBEPraJiCs U30eBaTelbCTBaM, a 3aTeM
IIpofast OyIIy HeEMOHY B 00MeH Ha MOIITHYIO TEMHYIO Maruio, e2KeMeCsYHO ITUTAsICh CepllaMy KO3JI0B
U CIISI C HeBCTBeHHUIaMu. OMHAKO 9TH CIIyXH SIBHO OBITTH IIPEYBETHYEHHON YeImyXOoH.

OpUK MOT BCIIOMHUTH JIUIIH 3Ty HHGOPMAIIUIO, TaK KaK B HapOJOHHIX JIeTeHax npuHil McTpo daie
BCero u3obpaxkascs 3700eeM, U OONBIIMHCTBO HAEMHUKOB He XKeJlalld MPUCOEIUHSTLCS K 9TOMY
IIPOKJIATOMY OTPsAy. BoNbIIMHCTBO e Bepunu B bora Ceeta Jluma, CBsI3bIBasi C HUM CBET,
ypoKail ¥ faxKe MOMyTHLIM BeTep O MopeliaBaHusg. Koposnb cuuTancs BomiouerneM Jlnna,
II03TOMY, YCJIBIIIIAB O BOCCTAHUU, OOJIBIIMHCTBO Y2Ke 3apaHee PeIIniio, Ha Yblo CTOPOHY BCTATh.

Opuk, TumoHn, ['unnenc u JlaMmup popunuck B npoBuHIMY OeiiHo. OpuK U TUMOH ObIIM CHPOTAMH,
['unneHc paHo MOTEPS OTIA, a ¥ JIlaMupa oTell OblT mbsgHUIleH. OHU TO3HAKOMUIMCH, KOTTIa UX
IIpU3Baii Ha CIyxKO0y B MATHaAIATh-IIECTHAALATE JeT. [Ioce HECKONIBKUX JIET CIyXKObl OHU
Pa30LIIKCh, KTO-TO BEPHYJICS HOMOM, KTO-TO YHACIEL0BaJl CEMEHHOe [IeJ10, a KTO-TO YCTPOUJICS Ha
neconunky. OmHaKO BCKOpe TOCTie ToXapa B Jiecy IpoBuHINYN OeliHO OYTH BCe MOTePSIN paboTy
WU OKa3aJIuCh B [OJITaxX, ¥ OHU CHOBA COOpaIKCh BMeCTe, CTaB HaeMHuKaMu. Ho Bo BpeMs
Bocctanus Mctpo TumoH, ['unnenc u JlamMup HaBcerga OTEPSJIA CBOU XKU3HU.

Ha ymurie yze GbIJI0 TEMHO, CTPEJIKM HA YacaX IOKA3bIBa/Ik Yac HOYU. DPUK CEJT Ha KPOBATH, HOCTAT
13 KapMaHa cepeOpsiHbIi 6paciieT u OyTHIIOUKY C CHHUM 3e/ibeM. HafeB camoru u mpoBepuB
Ha/IM4Ke KWHKaJla, OH BHIIIEN U3 KOMHATHI.

IHeM oH BHU[e, KaK ClTyKaHKa Heclla MIPOCTHIHU ¥ KHUTH B KOMHATy B CEBePHOM YaCTH [BOpIA. DPUK
OBITT yBEPEH, UTO 3TO Oblla KoMHaTa McTpo. B TeMHOM KOpHUIOpe OH Ien 6ecIIyMHO, 3aTauB
IBIXaHue, cepale OeleHo 61UIoCh.

KopoTkuit y3kui Kopuaop Ka3ajcs 66CKOHeYHRIM, DPHUK [axKe MOYyBCTBOBAJI, KaK JIQIOHY CTaJIH
BJIaXKHBEIMHU OT 1ToTa. OH cpocurn cebs:



— CMory nu 51 IeMCTBUTENbHO YOUTL pebeHKa?

I'naps Ha npubIUKaIOIIy0Ccs KOMHATY, OH faXe HEMHOT'0 3aKoJiebarcs.

BHe3ammHo pa3gasuch Iary C3aau, ¥ DPUK 00ePHYIICS, YBUOEB CIyXKaHKY Jamy, KOTOpas CIENIHO
IIIJIa C Ta30M BOMHL. YBUMEB €r0, OHa YIUBUIIACh:

— T'ocioguH Opuk? YUTo BHI fejlaeTe 30eCh B TaKOU ITO3OHUM Jac?

SpI/IK Ha MTHOBEHHE 3aMelIKaJICd, CTapasACk TOBOPUTH CIIOKOMHO:

— 4 mpocTo xoTen mpoBenaartsh... Mctpo. OH Bemb... 60neH?

CHy}KaHKa He CTalla YFJIY6H${TBC$I B €ro CJi0Ba, JIUIIb HaXMYyPHUJIaCh:

— OX, COCTOSIHUE YXYALIKIIOCH!

— [ToueMy? — OpuK, BUOS, UYTO OHA He COMHEBAETCS, BHYTPeHHE B3[OXHYJI C 00JIeTYeHUEM.

— Yman B npyn! — ¢ HerogoBaHKeM OTBETHIIA Jafa.

— Kak Tak... — 9puK CMOTpeJ Ha ee pa3rHeBaHHOE JIUIIO.

— Krto0 eme Mor? — 3aga npoposxuia. — MajleHbKUM X035IMH HUYEero He TOBOPUT, HO 5 3HAl0, YTO
3TO0 mpopenku PopuaHa u ero apy3eit! OH Bedb He HACTOJNBKO TJIYII, YTOOB CAaMOMY yIacTh B IIpyn!
Bepnyics, Monda pa3gescd U Jier cnath. K cyacThio, 5 3alllia IpoBegaTh ero Ho4yblo, a y Hero xap!

— Bpaua BeI3Banu? MHe MOUTH 3a HUM? — CIPOCHUIT DPUK.

— 4 yXe mocyasna 3a HUM, CKOpo npuper. [ToiiieMTe CO MHOI TPOBeaTh MaJIeHbKOI'0 X0351Ha,
nyMaio, oH OyneT pap Bac BULETE.

Jnapfa NpoTsAHyla eMy Tas.

OHY BOLLIM B KOMHATY, DPUK IIOCTAaBUJI Ta3 C TEMJI0W BOOOU Ha CTOI u yBugen Mctpo,
CBEPHYBILIET0CS Ha KPOBaTH.

— Tl'ocioguH, maWTe MPOUTH.

Onafa mpoiiyia MAMO HETO.

— KomHara ManeHbKasi, — OTJISIAEBINNCh, IPUK aXKe 3aMeTHII IJIeCeHb Ha IKady.



— Oxn PpaHkbIilIe CIiall B Ballleli KOMHaTe, — Jafa BEITHDAJIA 1106 I/ICTpO. — Ho on HacTos, 4TOOH!
OTOATh €€ BaM, a C MAaTEPLIO OEJIMTh KOMHATY HE 3aX0TeJI, TaK YTO BPEMEHHO IIepeeXall CIoa.

OpuK He 3HAJI, YTO CKa3aTh, YYBCTBYS, KaK YTO-TO 3aCTPSJIO ¥ HETO B ropJjie, BHI3BIBAS JUCKOMQOPT.

— MoxeTe mofiepaTh ero? — CIpocuia Jnafa. — MHe HyKHO 00TepeTh ero U IepeofeTh, OH BECh
MOKDBIH.

9pI/IK IMOJoIIIesi, CeJl Ha KPpOBATh 1 OCTOPO2XKHO IMOJHAI I/ICTpO, IIpUXKaB €r0 K cebe.

— Marts omsiTh Kyga-To ucuesna, — Jafa paccTerdBalia MUKaMy MajlbuuKa. — He 3Hal0, CMOTIIa u
CIyXKaHKa pa3byauTh Bpada, MOIHBIN OeCropsimokK!

OpUK CMOTpPET Ha 30JI0TUCTYIO TOJIOBY, JIEXKaBILYI0 Y HEro Ha rpyau. Cefiyac OH MOT OBI JIETKO
IOCTaTh KMHXKAJ ¥ YOUTh ero. MalbuuK BHITJISOEN TAKUM XPYIIKUM, CJIOBHO KaHaperKa C
IIOIPEe3aHHbIMU KPBIJIbSIMH.

YBupes, Kak IpUK 3aAyM4YuBO CMOTPUT Ha MIcTpo, Snafa B3moxHYyna:

— IMoxanyiicta, OyabTe K HeMy [o0pbl. OH He 3aCIyKUBaeT TOTO, UTO C HUM IIPOMCXOMHUT.
Myx4rHa MOI4a CMOTPEJI Ha MaJibYyMKa B CBOMX PyKaX, Ha ero IOTHBIE BOJIOCH, MaJIeHbKUU HOC U

6renHble OPOBH, CBefieHHBIe 60/1e3HbI0. [[TMHHBIE PECHUITH 6eCTIOPSIAOYHO APOXKaiu, a u3 ryo
BBIPBAJIKCH CJIOBA:

— Balymika... 6a0yuka...

— Babymurka? — 3puK OTOOBUHYJ BOJIOCH, IPUIHIIILINE KO J16Y.

— Ou Bcerpa 30BeT 0a0yIIKy, KOTfla CUIbHO 00jieeT, — Jnafa BHITUPaa Tejlo Majibuuka. — Ero
BOocHuThIBana 6abyIliKa, 4, HaBepHOe, TOIbKO OHa Oblyia K HeMy mobpa. Ho ero 6abyinka —
HAIOJIOBUHY 3/b(UIKa, TOKJIOHSIETCS 00Ty IepPEeBLEB, HE XKelaeT NOTYNHATHCS HUKAKUM IIPaBUIaM U
JKWBET B POIHBIX KPasx, He Kejas ye3kKaTh.

Onapa 6I:>ICTp0 BEIZKaJla IIOJIOTEHIIe X CHOBA IIPOTEPJIa €ro.

— Ecnu 6wl ero 6a0ymika Oblia 3mech, OyMao, eMy He IPULIUIOCE Obl JKUTh Tak TAkKeso. B obiuieM, ero
CeMbsl BCS TaKasi — STOMCTUYHAs U CBoeHpaBHasi! Bo3M0OXKHO, yepe3 mapy JieT 3TOT MaJIbIIll CTaHET
TaKUM xke!

3aTeM OHa IOCIENIHO fo0aBua:

— TonpKO HE TOBOPUTE HUKOMY, UTO 5T 3TO CKa3asa!

— He ckaxy, — oTBeTun Ipuk. — [lymaio, 94To MCTpO... €cu ero IpaBUIbHO BOCIIUTATh, CTAHET



XOpOoHIinM 49EeJIOBEKOM.

— Haperocs.
Onapma HafleNla YUCTYIO MUKaMy Ha MajIbyuKa, KOTOPHIY CJIeTKa 3alleBenuiics, 6opmoya:

— Her... Popuas... yugu! Yiigu!

BHe3amHo 0T ero Tena UCXOOMIIO 3eJIEHOE CBeYeHue, U BCe BOKDPYT OIOYTHIIO TOJTYOK. SpI/IK
IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KdK €TI0 OTTAJIKUBAET HEBUOWMAaA CTE€HaA. OH cxBaTHUl PYKYy MaJIb4MKa, IIOTPSC €ro, U
CHJIa uC4Ye3Jla.

Tony6rie rma3a McTpo B cBeTe CBedel Ka3aluch TYMaHHBIMU U pacTepsHHbBIMEU. OH ITOCMOTPe Ha
MYXKYUHY PSIOM, CJIOBHO IIBITASICh MTOHATH, KTO 3TO.

— He y3Haemns? — Onafa ycMexHyacb. — MoXKeT, OT XKapa CO3HaHKE ITIOMYTUIOCE.

— ¢ TBOU yuuTeNnb, — C yNABIOKOU CKa3asl JpUK.

[ABTOpCKOE TpuMedaHue: lao po]

OpUK TIOHSJ, YTO HE CMOXKeT YOUTh HEBUHHOTO PeOeHKa, Jake eCIi TOT CTAHET JJeMOHOM, O KOTOPOM
roBopsT moau. Ho ceftyac McTpo, KakuM OB OH HU OB, He 3aCTyKUBaJI CMEPTHOTO IIPUTOBOPA.

OH oTHeC MajbYUKa B CBOIO KOMHATY, Habmiofasi, Kak TOT CIIUT, CJIOBHO MaJjleHbKOe 0e33aluTHOe
CylIecTBO. Bpau xjiomoTan B KOMHAaTe, IPOCTYKUBas rpyab MCTpo, MpoBepss, HET U IPOOIeM.

— I[THeBMOHMM HET, — CKa3aJ Bpa4. — [IpogokaiTe IUTh 1€KAPCTBO, U BCce OymeT xopoiro. ToIbKo
He IIepeoxyiaXkganuTech.
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