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MarneHbKUYM €BHYX TaK pa3HEPBHUYAJICS, UTO 3aXKMYPHUIICS CIIUIIKOM paHo. OH He cyMeln BEIOpaTh
BEPHBIH YTroJl ¥ JIUIIH efiBa KOCHYJICS yrojika ryd uMIiepaTopa.

[Tocsne 3TOro MUMOIETHOT'O KaCaHUs CUJIbI OKOHYATENIbHO OCTaBUIU ero. LisHb Ao 3aMe)p, He B CHJIaX
MIeBEJIBHYThCA, TOYHO O6paTI/IBI.LII/ICb B KaM€EHEb.

Iy AHb Ha MTHOBEHHE OIEIIEHE]I. On OIIYCTHII B30D ¥ YBHUAEJ, YTO IOHOIIA IIJIOTHO CMEXKUII BEKH. Ero
PEeCHUIIEI, YEPHEBIE, TOYHO BOPOHOBO KPHIJIO, MEJIKO APO02XKAJIk, a YI'OJIKH I'JIa3 IIOKPACHEJIH, 6YI[TO ux
TPOHYJIU I'YCTEIM CJIOEM DPYMSH.

B Xku3Hu HMIIEPATOPaA PEOKO CIIydalnCh MUHYTEI, KOTJda OH HE€ 3HaJll, KaK IIOCTYIIUTh, HO ceryac B €T0
roy0Be OMIACh JIUIIb OO0Ha MBICJIb.

«Kakas gep30CTb»

A crmemoM 3a Hel MpHIla Apyras:

«IToueMy BCE UIIET COBCEM He TaK, Kak s cebe MpeCcTaBIsI?»

PasymeeTcs, Llu AHb OB B IPOCTH.

C Toro camoro OHs, KakK OH YCIIbIIasn B MeIcsAx LIsiHb flo mmaH nmobera, rocynaph AaBall eMy
OecuncIeHHOe MHOXKECTBO IIIaHCOB.

CrepBa OH IIBITAJICS BPA3yMUTh €T0 CIafOCTSIMU, HAaIIOMHUHAS 0 XYTKHUX 3aCTeHKaX TeMHO! TIOPbMEI,
HaJesiCh, UTO TOT CTAHEeT MOCTYIIHbIM. Ho, YBUIEB IMOKPACHEBIIIKE OT CJie3 TJla3a U KaIKui,
3aTpaBJIeHHbIM BU IOHOIIM, UMIIepaTop cMaryuncs. OH peuIuna CMEHUTh THEB Ha MUJIOCTD U ITpuber K
TIOJIUTUKE «MSTKOW y3[bI».

Bce nmocneguue Mecsnsl Llu AHb IPOSBIISAT HEBUAAHHOE [JIS1 HETO TEPIEHNE U CHUCXOOUTEIbHOCTD.
OH nuiIb X0Tes, YTOOB 3TOT HEMyTEBHIM CIIyTra OfyMaJsiCs U OCTaBUJI CBOM ABIPSIBBIN, HEJIEIIHIN IIJIaH.

Ho ToT BCE paBHO cOexar.

Llu Anb y3Han o0 yxome LisiHb 510 B Ty XK€ CEeKyHAY, KaK TOT IMMOKUHYI I1aTep. OH Mor OB CXBAaTUTh €T0
HeMe[[JIeHHO, HO PaCCyAuJI, YTO 3TOr0 OyoeT Majlo OJIs XOPOILEero ypoka.

OH mo3Bonu eMy 6exaThb. [I03BOJIU OIIYTUTH BKYC IPU3PaYHO CBOOOIbI, YTOOH 3aTEM pa3fgaBUTh
3Ty HafeX[y B IIbIJIb, 3aCTABUB IOHOIIY 0CO3HATh: U3 UMIIEPATOPCKUX PYK He BRIPBATLCS HUKOTHA.



u AHb coOupascs BEICMESITh er0, KOTIa CTpaxKa IpuBeia Oeryena o6paTHo. EMy xoTenoch
CIIpoCuTh: «HeyxKenu 3a 1eNbli AeHb Thl IPOILEJ JIAIIb 3TOT XKalKUU MyTh?»

Ho, yBuzeB ero rpsi3auble 0fexX/bl, IIPUIIaBIIee IIHIILI0 JIUI0 U 3TOT 3aCTHIBIINI B Iila3ax
IIPEICMEPTHHIN yKac, UMIIePaTOp JIUIIL HEBOJIBHO MPOU3HEC:

— Iloyemy THI TAaKOU TPSA3HBIN?

U BCa CYPOBOCTE BHOBb UCIIaPUTIACE.

Tocymapk BuOes, Kak TOT HallyTaH, ¥ He CTaJl BEPIIUTH Cyd HeMensieHHO. OH BeJell CITyTe OMBIThCS U
nepeopeThcsi. OH HaMePEeHHO PACTITUBaj BpeMsi, YTOOH CTpaxX Bhejcs LIsgHb 0 Mo KoKy, MPOIUTal
€r0 KOCTHBIM MO3T, 0TOMBas BCSIKOe XKejlaHKe 0exkaTh B OyIyIIEM.

o npuxona oHomu LIy AHB UTpas B IIaXMaTH C CaMUM COOOH.

OTOMY OH Hay4HuJICsl y IOKOMHOTO OTIIA: IIaxMaTHas focKa — 3To [TogHeOecHas, a Tl — UTPOK. TBOS
3alada — pacCTaBUTh KaXk[Or0 Ha MOJI0XKEHHOE eMY MECTO.

Bce aTu rofbl OH Tak ¥ OCTyIasl, IT0Ka He BCTpeTun LgHb fo.

u AHb nepeGI/IpaJI (1)I/Il"ypI:>I, HO TaK XU HE MOT PEIINTE, I'ne 2Ke MeCTO 3TOI'0O MAaJIbYHUIIIKH.

[TpocToii eBHYX. [la ellle ¥ eBHYX, TOCMeBIIX cOexaTh. HU OMUH UCTUHHBIM BIafiblKa He IIOTepIIes
OBl TOMOOHOTO IOIMpPaHus CBoed BomH. [Jaxe mpyu caMoM moOpoM HpaBe CeqoBasio Okl Ha3HAYUTh
IIeCThAECAT YOapOB NajikaMy, a IIPX CYyPOBOM — OTIIPaBUThL THUTE B TEeMHYIO TIOPEMY.

Ho...

[Ty AHB BCIIOMHUJI, KAKOY XPYIKUH Y TOTO II03BOHOYHUK. Ka3anocs, OH EPETIOMUTCS YKe II0CIe
[leCcSATOro yaapa. 9To HaKa3aHue NIPUIIIOCh OTOPOCUTD IIEPBEIM.

TemHas TIopbMa TOxKe He rogusack. FOHOIa Tak Mepemnyrancs Bo BpeMsi MPOIIJIOTo IOCEIeH s, YTo,
OKaXHCh OH TaM I0-HACTOSIIeMY, OBICTPO Obl TUIINIICA paccyaka. Eciu oH NMUIINTCS paccynka, OymeT
yXke He TakK BeceJo.

'ocynaps BIIEpBEIE B XKM3HM CTOJIKHYJICS C TAKOM TPYAHOU 3afaydeil. [laxke Korga OH paclpaBiIsijiCa
CO CBOMMM OpaThsIMU, OH HE UCIIBITEIBA IOJOOHBIX 3aTPYIHEHUH.

<<HOJIYMaTb TOJIBKO... BCEro JIUIIb €BHYX»



Tak 4To e, MPOCTO MPOCTUTD €T0?

910 OBI7I0 OBl CITUIIKOM IIEefIpOo, XOTS ¥ BO3M0OxKHO. Ho mpexkpe Llu AHb momKeH OBl yOeOUTHCS, YTO
OTHHIHE TOT OymeT OeCIIPEeKOCIOBHO IOCYIIEeH. Y uMIepaTopa CIMIIKOM MHOTO e, YTOObI KazK/IbIi
pa3 TpaTUTh BPpeMs ¥ BOMCKa Ha IOMCKH OIHOT0 Oeryiera.

[ToaTomy K mpuxony LisHb 0 y HEro yxe OblI TOTOB IJIaH: OCTABUTD B AYIIE IOHOIINM HEU3TTagUMBIN
CJlefl, 3aCTaBUB €r0 CaMOr0 IIOKJISICThCS B BEPHOCTH.

Y kaK pa3 B 3TOT MUT Pa3dajcs TJIyXO0# CTYK.

[l AHB IOTHSIJ TOJIOBY ¥ YBU[IEJI, UTO MaJIeHbKUM €BHYX, TOYHO JIMIIKMBIINCH KOCTEH, PYXHY Ha
KoBep. CTpax OKOHYATEIbHO CJIOMUII €TO0.

['nsns Ha 9TO, UMIIEPaToOp CHOBa IIOCMOTPET Ha IIaXxMaTHYIO 10cKy. OH TakK U He HallleJl MecTa s
3TO¥ QUTYPHL, @ IIOTOMY IIPOCTO OTOPOCUI KaMeHb B CTOPOHY.
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Kak tonbko ryosl LisiHb 10 KOCHYIUCDH YTOIKa PTa ©UMIIepaTopa, OH IOHSJ, YTO MpoMaxHyics. Ho
3TOT IIOCTYIOK I0Tpe0OBaJl OT HETO BCEX CUJI, U Telleph Y Hero He OBUIO BO3MOXKHOCTHU Haxke
IIOIIEBEIUTHCS, YTOOBI HCIIPABUTh OIUIOMIHOCTh. OH IIPOCTO 3aMep, IPUKABIINUCH TyO0aMu K UyKOMY
PTY, B OTYasiHHOUM HafieXk[e, YTO ero HaMekK OymeT IOHSAT.

OpHako rocynaps, oxoxe, HU4ero He noHsan. OH He ABUTAJICS U He OTBeYal.

Cepaue Ligup do mpomycTumo yaap.

«Heyxenu oH He goragancsa?»

EMy xX0oTesnoch B3rIsHYTh Ha peakiuio Lu AHs, HO oHU OblTu ciuinkoM 6mu3ku. KOHola He cMen
OTKPHITH T'JIa3a U JIUIIb TePIIEeNIMBO XKAal.

TTpo11o HEeCKOMTBKO CEeKYHI — MUMIIePATOp OCTABAJICS HemoaBuXKeH. LIsHb 0 0XBaTUIIO MOTHIIBHOE
otuastarie. CoOpaB B KyJaK OCTaTKu 6€3pacCynCTBa, OH PEIIUIICS Ha MOCIEQHION OMBITKY: KOHYUK
ero sI3biKa POOKO ¥ MUMOJIETHO KOCHYJICS I'y6 MOHApXa.

Peak1iuu He 1mocnemosaso.

[Tocnepusas vHapmexpna Lisub Ho yMepiIia. Marno Toro, 4To 0OH Oeriiell, Tellephb K ero rpexamM no0aBUIIOCH
€elle u IOKYIIeHne Ha JOCTOMHCTBO UMIIE€PATOpPa.



FOHoIIa Hayanm MeyIeHHO pa3kKKUMaTh PYKH, TOTOBSICh OTKPHITH I'Jla3a U BCTPETUTh CBOIO YYaCTh, KaK
BIPYT CUJIbHAS JIafOHb BIACTHO 00XBaTHUIIa €ro 3aThUIOK. B cremyiollee MTHOBEHUE YyXKue I'yObI
HaKPBIIU ero COOCTBEHHEIE, @ HEYTO ropsiuee U BlIacTHOE OeCliepeMOHHO IIPOHUKIIO 3a IIperpany
3y00B.

Lsaup Ao PE3KO0 PaCIIaXHYIJI I'lla3a WU YBHUEJI, YTO UMIIEPAaTOP CMOTPHUT Ha HEro B yIIOD.

B ero Pa3HOIBETHERIX I''Ta3aX Oomblie He OBITO IIPUBBIYHOI'O JIEAAHOI'O CIIOKOMCTBHUS — B HUX
IIIeCKaJIOCh HEYTO 2KHUBOE U ITyraloliee.

3aMeTHB ero B3I, MOJIOOOU MOHAPX BHE3allHO HAKPHIJI JIaAOHBIO I'Jla3a IOHOIIN.

«Mup LlsiHb 0 CHOBa MOTPY3HUJICS BO ThMY, ¥ 1M3-3a 9TOT'0 YYBCTBa 00OCTPUIIKCH [0 IIpefiesa»

OpHa pykKa uMIepaTopa Kpemnko fepzaja ero 3a 3aThUIOK, 3aCTaB/dsd IIOAaThCS BIeped U IPUKaThCS
K IIAPOKOM rpynu. Ilu AHb BCE elile OBITT B OXOTHUYbEM KOCTIOME, ¥ K€eCTKast TKaHb HETPUSTHO
Ijaparnasna Koxy, Ho LIsHb o OBIIo y2Ke He [0 3TOTO.

Ero ry0On 66111 TPY60 PAa30MKHYTHI, TPUHUMAS YyKOH S3bIK. BTOpKeHue ObIIO BIACTHBIM U He
3HAOUIUM ITPerpaj — 9TOT SI3BIK, TOYHO er0 X03IUH, MOJYUHAT cebe KaXKObIM YTOJIOK, 3aXBaThIBas
BCE IhIXaHWe IOHOIIH.

Lsup A0 cTamo HeYeM OHIIATE. OH MHCTUHKTHUBHO YIIepcsda PyYKaMu B IIJIeYUd UMIIePAaTOopPa, IIEITasACh
OTCTPAHUTLCA XOTh Ha MHUT.

Ho ITu Aub Obin mOJ00€H TOpe — ero HeBO3MOXKHO ObIJIO CABUHYTh. HalmpoTUB, OH JHIIb Kperde
IpuzKai IHOIIY K cebe, yriy0nss moneyi.

Bo3myx B merkux 3aKOHYMIICS, TIEPEN TJla3aMu IOIJIbIIM YEPHEIE MITHA, a U3 TOpJia BEIPBAJICSA
HEBOJILHBIN, COABJIEHHBIN CTOH.

JIumb TOrIa UMIepaTop OCO3HAJ, YTO ero IJIeHHUK Ha TpaHu 00MOpoka. OH HEXOTSI OTCTPAHUICS U
y6pan pyky c ria3 LsHb fo. ['maas Ha ero pacnyxinue ry0sl ¥ TOKpacHeBIre Beky, [lu AHb, TOUHO
CMaKysi TIOCJIEBKYCHE, C CUJION IIPoBes GOIBIINM ITablieM II0 ero HUXKHeN rybe.

Lsup 40, OKOHYATEIbHO JIUIIUBIINCE CHUII, 00MSK B ero o0bsaTusx. OH He yIiajl Uik IMOTOMY, 9TO
HMIIepaTop BCE elIe KPEIIKO Jep2Kall ero.

Pa3ymM 1oHOIIM OB B CMATEHUU. 3@ BCe NEBITHAMLATE JIET JKU3HU 3TO OBII €TI0 IMEePBLIN MOLENYi, U OH
0Ka3aJICs HACTOJIbKO OIIeIOMIISIONIUM, 4To LIsTHb 0 He Mor nmpuiiTH B cels.

JInp CIIYCTsA KaKO0€-TO BpeMA N0 HEero OOIIJI0: pa3 roCymapbk OTBETHUII Ha HOHGHYﬁ, 3HAYHUT JIN 3TO,



YTO OH IEWCTBUTEIFHO eMy HeGe3pa3auieH?

OH POOKO TOMHSII TOJIOBY, JKeJast YIOCTOBEPUTLCS, HO TYT K€ CTPYXHYJI ITOJ TSZKEJIbIM B3TJIsaaoM Llu
Ansi. UMmiepaTop CMOTpEN Ha HETO Tak, CJIOBHO TOJIONHEIM BOJIK Ha [JOJITOXKAAHHYIO HOOBIYY, HE
OTpHIBas B30pa OT ero ryo.

— ITO 4TO XKe... co0a3HeHne? — C HeCKPhIBAeMO# YCMEIIKOW CIIPOCHIT UMITePaTop.

Lisab do ocekcs. CnoBo 3Bydasno rpy0o, HO Begb OH UMEHHO 3TO U UMeJ B BuAy. Cropas OT CThOa, OH
eIBa 3aMeTHO KUBHYJI U XKaJI00HO IPOIIenTal:

— Bame BenuuectBo... Ecniu BBl OmaguTe X, BBl MOXKETe felaTh CO MHOU YTO YTOTHO.

— Bot Kak? — B ria3ax Llu AHs BCIBIXHYJ HETTOAAENbHEIN nHTEpec. OH CHOBa KOCHYJICS ero I'y6. —
Haxe cTatb MouM (HaBOPUTOM?

Lisab o caM cTpeMUIICS K 3TOMY UCXOAY, a motomy 6e3 KojeOaHui OTBETHUI:

— 4 cornaces.

)%k

HoroBopus, LisHb {0 3arisiHYI UMIIEPATOPY B rjla3a. B ero B3ope 3acThiia HeMas MoJib0a 0
crnacenuu Cso Cyunassl u Jly AHpYKOY.

Opnako LIy AHb, Ka3aJsioch, He 3aMeyYasl 3TOro oT4assHus. OH JIUIIb TPOO0JIKAI MEeIJIEHHO
IIOTJIaXKHUBATh €r0 MOAO0POHOK U I'yOHI.

JInmb korga LsHb fo OBl y2Ke TOTOB CHOBa Pa3phigaThCs, UMIIEPATOP HaKOHEI] M3BOJIUII 3aTOBOPUTh:

— CMepTHOfI Ka3HU OHH PI36€TYT, HO HaKa3aHHA HEe MUHOBATH.

— Bame BenmuuecTBo... — L[gHb F0 CygOpOKHO BIETIUIICS B €T0 PYKaB, XKejlasi IPOCUTEL 0 OOJIBIIEM,
HO TIaJiel] UMIIepaTopa BIaCTHO MPUXKaAJICS K ero rybaM, oOprIBast peyb.

KOnoma BCTPETHUIICA C HUM B3IrjIAigOM U MI'HOBEHHO BCE TIOHSI/I: HE CTOUT HCKYIIIaTh Cy,'l:[b6y.

LssHb d0 MOCIYyIIHO CMOJIK.

— Jly dHBpUKOy — ILIEeCThAECAT YOapoB IajlKaMu. EBHYX C UMIIEPAaTOPCKOM KyXHU — TPUALATh, —



XOJIOOHO pacnopaguincsd Ll AnHb.

Lsab Fo B3mporuyn. OH UHCTUHKTUBHO X0TeNl 00epHYThCS, YTOOH IIOCMOTPETD Ha [Ipy3el, HO He
nocMen. OH 3Han o0 yyBcTBax JIy AHBUXKOY K «IIPOILIJIOMY BafelbIly» 3TOTO Teja, a Telepb caM, Ha
€ero riia3ax, HOOPOBOIBHO IIOIEI0BajI UMIlepaTopa. EMy He HyKHO OblJIo BUAETH Iutlo JIy AHbYKOY,
yTOORI ITOHATD, KaKas Oyps ceitdyac OymIyeT B ero AyIIe.

Ot artoit muicnu Lisgub o cTamno eme ropimie.

— YT0, yXe pacKauBaeuibcsi? — LIy AHb 3aMETHII eT0 3aMeIIaTeIbCTBO ¥ CHOBA IPUIIONHSII €T0 JIUI0
3a MombOPOMIOK.

— Het, — OGBICTPO MMOKay4as rojoBoM 10HOIIa. — £ MpocTo...

IoroBopuTh OH He ycmesn. M3-3a monora maTpa JOHECTUCH JBa TSAXKEeIbX, TTYXUX yoapa. 3BYK JepeBa,
BI'PBI3AIOIIET0CS B YEJIOBEUECKYIO IIJI0Th.

Cyqs 1o CBHCTY, C KOTOPBIM ITaJIKA pPacceKasiyd BO3AYX, yaaphl ObITIM CTpaliHou cuiel. Ho, K yxacy
LisHb S0, CHapyXKU He JOHECTI0Ch HY 3BYKa. HUKTO He BCKPUKHYII.

Haxe xpynkui Csio0 CyHI3el He U37al HU €JUHOT0 CTOHA.

[Manku 6unu gpyrux, Ho LisiHb do omyman KaXasi yoap Tak, CJIOBHO 61y ero camoro. Ero teno
coTpsicasia KpynHasi POXKb.

— IMouyemy TH gpoxkuirs? — Ly AHB puKa ero K cebe ellle Kpermde, IOrIaXKKUBasi er0 X0JI0MHEIE
ITaJIBIIH.

— He Hapo... — cne3sl CHOBa oTeKIu u3 rna3 Ligep J0. OH 0CTOPOXKHO IOTSHYJI UMIIEpaTopa 3a
pykaB. — [Ipekpatute, Bawe Benuuectso... [Ipoity Bac, nepectansTe! [103B0IbTE MHE IPUHATD
HaKa3aHMe BMeCTO HUX!

— Ho Bupumis nmu... — uMIepaTop HeOPeKHO CTep CIIe3H C ero IekK. — Haka3wBaTh UX Kyna
oelcTBeHHee, ueM Tebsl.

Lsup A0 He Halllesn CJI0B OJiA OTBETA. OH MOT UMb IIENTaTh:

— ¢ BUHOBAT... 9TO S BUHOBAT...

Lu AHb He CIIyIIall. OH noaxXBaTHUl IOHOIITY HA PYKHW M HAIIPABHUJICSA K BREIXOOY K3 IIATpPaA.



Lisiup fo morafascs o ero HaMepeHWH U B yKace 3aXXMypuics. Ho uMmepaTop He m03BOJUIT eMy
cupsitaTbCsi. CKaB ero Mog00POHOK, OH 3aCTABUJI FOHOILIY CMOTPETb.

[Tepen rna3amu LlsHb 0 npencTana KyTkasd KapTuHa. Cso CyHnI3sl iekasl Ha AJIMHHOM CKaMbe, ero
nosicHuIla Oblyla 3a/KMTa KpoBbio. OH OBIT y2Ke Ha rpaHu 00MOpOKa, I'yObI ero OBIJIM HCKYCaHBl B KPOBB,
HO OH TaK ¥ He U3[JaJl HU 3ByKa.

Jly dHbpUKOY mepaKascs Nydllle, XOTS ¥ er0 OfeX/bl IPOIUTAIUCh OarpsHieM. B ornuune ot Csio
Cy#iussl, oH Halesl B cebe CUIIBI IPUIOAHSTD '0OJIOBY, KOTOA OHY BBHIIUIM. Ero B3TJISH, IOTHBIN
HeBBICKA3aHHOM 06071 1 sipocTH, Buuscs B LsHb fo.

OSTOT B3TJIA[ efiBa He MOKOHA I0HOITy. OH IOMBITAJICS BHIPBATHCS U3 O0BATHI UMIIEpPaTOpPa, HO TOT
IepaKa ero MepTBoM xBaTKoM. LIsHb S0 X0Tes X0Ts1 OBl OTBEPHYTHCS, HO TAJbIEI TOCYHAaps Ha ero
og00poMIKe He JaBalld IIEBEIbHYTh TOJI0BOM.

— 4 He x0ouy Ha 3TO CMOTpPeTh! — BCcKkpuuan L{gHb fo, Tepsas camoobnamanue. — IIpomy Bac, He
Hamo! 4 Gosnblre He Mory!

Ll AHb ocTaBascs 6e3yuacTeH. Korma oTyasiHrie IOHOIIN MOCTHUIIIO IIpeesia, OH BIEIHIICS B OeXK/IbI
UMIIePaTopa, PhIIas:

— 4 ommubc4... 1 Bo BcéM BuHOBaT! Iloxkanyiicra, nomanute ux! [Tomanrnte MeHs!

JIlums Torpa Ly AHB cripocurt:

— Eme nobexuis?

— Her! Hukorpa! Knsnycs, 60sbliie HUKOTa He nobery!

Kak TonbKOo 3T cjoBa copBanuch ¢ ryd LissHp o, uMmepaTop oTnycTumn ero nogboponok. KOHoma TyT
JKe 0TBEpHYJCS. EMy X0Ten0Ch TPOBalUThCSI CKBO3b 3€MITI0, HO OH MOT JIUIIh YTKHYTHCS JTUIIOM B
I'PYAb CBOETO I'OCIIOKHA.

Ho u ma sTom Llu AHb He ocTaroBuJICA. OH ITI0YYBCTBOBAJI, KaK CONPOraeTCs TeJI0 IOHOLIN, U 3afall
CJIeYIOIINYI BOIIPOC:

— Byners nociymHsem?

— byny... — MruoBesHo oto3Bajsica LsgHb fo.
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Lisab o He MOMHMII, KaK MpOIlJia Ta HOYb. BpeMs pacTAHYJI0Ch, IPeBPaTUBCH B OECKOHEUHEIH,
TATY4UU KOLIMap.

Emy cHunuch okpoBaBneHHble JIy dubuxkoy u Csio Cyiussl. YToOH UMIIEpaTOp HaKOHEIl IpU3Bajl
JleKapei K paHeHHIM, LisHb J0, cuas y Hero Ha KOJIeHsX, IPUIIIOCh CAaMOMY 1leJI0BaTh €r0 CHOBa U
CHOBA.

Korpga ke 0OH IOMBITANICS IPOCUTH 0 OosbiieM, LIy AHbL IpuzKa XOJIOMHLIH Majell K ero rybam.

— Llsaub Ao, 3Hau Mepy, — Ipeaynpenus OH.

KOHomra He mocmen Bo3pa3uTh. OH 3aMep B €T0 0OBITHUSX, HE CBOMS C HEro riaa.

BumguMo, 3aMeTHB, KaK CHIbHO HAmyraH ero ¢paBoput, Llu AHb yOpas PyKy U IPUHSJCS PACCesHHO
nepebupaTh MasbIbl IOHOIIIH.

— {1 He maMm ¥M ymepeTs.

saup 40 ¢ HapeXaou IOgHSI TOI0BY.

— Ho Tt HaBCerga OCTaHEeIIbCA IIPU MHE.

— Xoporto.

— Jly flapuxko0y OoJbllle HUKOTHA He IepeCTYIUT IIOPoT ABOPIA.

— Xoporto.

Lisiup fo mocmenrHo 3akuBas. BEITh MOXKET, TaK faxke Jydllle — JepKaThCs MOJabIIe OT ABOpa U
3TOT0 Helpe[acKa3yeMoro gecrnoTa. KTo 3HaeT, Korjia UMIIePaTop PEIIUT MPUIIOMHUTD CTaphle OOUIEL.

TonbKO BOT...

— A Cs0 CyHuss? — 0CTOPOXKHO CIIPOCHUIT OH.

— OH eBHYX, eMy MeCTO0 BO fgBopue. OgHaxo...

Bupst, uTo umnepaTop Mennut, LisHb Fo caMm moTsHyCsS K ero ry6am, 60siCh yCIBIIIaTh Hemobpoe.



LIy AHb Ha MTHOBEHME 3aMep, CJIOBHO ITOPAXKEeHHEIA er0 HaCTOMYMBOCThIO, HO 3aTeM 00XBATHII €ro
3aTHUIOK ¥ YIayOun momesnyi. OH OTIYCTHIT IOHOIIY JIMIIE CITYCTSI JOJIT0e BpeMsi.

['nsaps Ha npumyxiye ryosl CBOero To0uMIla, KMIIEPaTOpP IIPOM3HEC OXPHUIIIIUM I'0JIOCOM:

— OH TBOU IpyT, IyCTh OCTAETCS Ha UMIIePAaTOPCKOU KyXHe.

B ronose Lisiup flo napun xaoc. OH gaxke He 3afiyMasicsi, OTKy/a IoCcyapio U3BECTHO O eTro ApyxKOe ¢
Cso Cyin3sl. OH JUIIE OCIeInI 106/1arogapuTh ero:

— Bnaropapio Bac, Baie BenruecTso.

B oTtBeT ]_[I/I AHB TTHIIB YCMEXHYJICA U TIOOXBATHUII €TI0 HAa PYKH.

LisHb f0 B3OPOTHY M KPEIKO BLEMUICS B ero BOPOT. B cienyiolliee MTHOBEHNE OH IIOYYBCTBOBAT,
KaK ero OIyCTHJIM Ha MATKOE JIOXKe.

Pa3ymM, emgBa ycmeBIIni pacciaabuThCs, CHOBA HAMpsArcs. LIsgHb S0 BCIOMHUI 0 CBOeM OOeIlaHuu 1
TI0XO0JIOZIeNT: ec/ii UMIlepaTop notpedyeT 61M30CTH celiyac, TalHa ero MyKCKOT0 eCTeCTBa
HEMHUHYeMO packpoeTcs. OH TOJIBKO YTO 4ynoM u3bexkas CMepTH 3a Iober, BTOPOro maHca He GyeT.

Ero namnbIte CYOOPOXKHO CXKaJlu ITPOCTHIHU.

OpHakKo IPOIOJIKEHUS He MocefoBaso. [l AHb UL YKPBIT €T0 OfesIOM X HeTPOMKO ITPOU3HEC:

— Crmmn.

IIsaup {0 3aMep, He Bepsi CBOEMY CYACThIO.

— A B1I, Bame BenuuecTBo? Pa3Be B HE JTOKUTECH?

— Ha TBOM mouckn YIIIJI0 HEMAJIO BPDEMEHH. HY}KHO 3aKOHYHUTE Jelia.

HOHnomra IIOCJIYIIHO 3aMOJI49all.

— 3achinai, — IMOBTOPUI UMIIEPATOP.

Lsaup Ao 3aKPHIJI T'JIa3a. On OyMall, 4TO He CMOZXKET YCHYTh II0CJIE BCEr0 IMePEeXKUTOIr0, HO YCTAJIOCTh
B3sJ1a CBOe€.



CoH OBITT TSKEJIBIM, TIOJIHBIM KPOBaBHIX BUAeHUM. CTOMIIO eMy OTKPHITE I'Jla3a MOYTPY, KaK MBICIH TYT
Ke BepHynuch K Jly Anpuxoy u Csa0 CyUAu3sL.

3a Jly AAubuKOy OH OECIIOKOUJICS MeHblle — ceMbs JIy HaBepHsIKa 00eCIieYuT eMy JIy4Ini yxom. A
BOT Cs0 Cyuussl... [IpociykuB BO OBOPIE CTONIBKO BpeMeHH, LisgHb d0 mpekpacHo 3HaJ, Kak
00XO[ATCS C IPOCTHIMU CITyTaMH.

[TpoCHYBIINCE, OH BeCh IeHb Pa3gyMbIBajl, Kak ObI HABECTUTH ApPYTa.

I/IMHepaTop, Ka3aJioCh, BUMEN ero HaCKBO3b, HO Mot4asl. OH CIIOKOMHO CUAEI 3a CTOJIOM,
mpocMaTpuBad BaXKHBI€ JOKJIAOEIL.

Lisiup fo He cMen MemTaTh. JIUIIb 3aMeTHB, UTO TOCYAaph INOTSHYJICS 3a YaeM, OH ITepexBaTuil dally y
CJIyT U CaM IIofiaJl €€ TOCIOOUHY.

— Yro-To HyXKHO? — Ll AHbL TPUTYOUNI Yal, SBHO 3HAS OTBET.

— Ha... — xuBHyn Lsaab Ho.

OH pobko nmpupBuUHYyCS 6JIMXKe U KOCHYIJICS rybaMu ero pra.

BuepalHuil OMBIT MTOACKA3kIBaI: 9TOT IIEC-UMITepaTop, IOX0XKe, ObIT TagoK Ha nacky. Ctouno LisHb
f0 NMpOsIBUTH MHUIIMATHBY, KaK J100bIE €T0 TPOCHORI HAXOIUIU OTKIIUK.

nu BEPHO — B ClIeOyKliee MIrHOBEeHNE CUJIbHAA PYKa oOXBaTHIIa €ro 3a TAJIAIO, YBJIEKadA Ha KOJIEHH.

Lsup Ao He YCIieJI OIIOMHHUTBECS, KdK €TI0 3aThIJIOK IIPHU2KAJIX JIaAOHEIO, d BJIQCTHBIM SI3BIK YXe
IIPUBBEIYHO ITPOHUK BHYTPB, CIIJIETAACE C €TI0 COOCTBEHHEBIM.

BCKOpe IOHOIIIA Ha4all 3aAbIXaThbCsA, HO HE CMEJI OTCTPAHUTHCA, JIMIIb U3aJl TUXHH, KaJIOOHBIN CTOH.

YcnpimaB 3TOT 3BYK, HMIIEPATOP HEXOTA OTIIYCTHUII €r0. ['nsans Ha ero BlIaXKHBIE I"Y6b1, OH IIPOH3HEC C
3aTa€HHBIM OTHEM BO B30pe€:

— B cnenyromuii pa3, Korga Oymemnb IPOCUTH MEHS 0 YeM-TO, feflail UMEHHO Tak.

LisiHp S0 BCUBIXHYTI IO KOPHEN BOJIOC, HO MOCIIYIIHO KUBHYIL.

— T'oBOpH, — MMIIEPATOD, HOBOJILHEIM €TI0 PeaKIifel, TaCKOBO MOTJIALUII eT0 10 T'OJIOBe.



— 4 xouy HaBecTuTh Cs20 CyHII3HI.

— ITo3Bomnsio.

— W erme... g xoTen IIOIIPOCHUTE UMIIEPATOPCKOTO JIeKapd OCMOTPETH €T0.

Isup 0 3Has, 4TO IPOCTHIM €BHYXaM JieKapu He 010XKeHbl. Buepa Ly AHb miocnasn KOro-to, HO
HaBepHSKa JIUIIb I TOro, YTOOHI TOT He UCIYCTUNI gyx. O HAacTOSIIeM JeYeHNN He MOTI0 OBITh 1
peun.

IloroBOPHUB, OH C OITACKOU MOOHSJ BT/ Ha UMIIepaTopa. TOT MoT4al.

— Torga... 103BOIbBTE MHE XOTS OBl B3ITh HEMHOI'0 Ma3H OIS paH? — Y6aBI/IJ'I OH CBOH IIPUTA3aHUII.

LIy AHb mO-TIpeXHEMY He OTBeYall, JIUIIh IPUCTAIbHO CMOTPEIT Ha Hero.

]_[E[Hb Ao YZ&Ke pelInI, 94TO IIOJIYy4YHnII OTKa3, U IOHHUK.

— Yemy s €051 TOIBKO YTO HAYUMUII? — BKPAAUYMUBO CIIPOCHIJI UMIIEPATOP.

FOHo1Ia 3aMep, TUXOPAmoYHO co00paxkasi, ¥ BOPYT BCIIOMHMIT:

«B cnepmymomumi pas, Korga OyOelnsb IPOCUTh MEHS 0 YeM-TO, Jeflaii KMEeHHO TaK»

[ITexu ero 3amelnany, HO OH, 3aXKMYPHUBIINCE, CHOBA IIOTAHYJICA K €T0 FY6aM.

OH XOTeJ JIUILb JIETKO KOCHYThCA UX, HO LIy AHB, CIIOBHO HAapO4HO, IIJIOTHO CXKaJjl PoT.

Lsub flo moMeniu, a 3aTeM caM PoOKO JIM3HYII ero ryOrl, IBITasiCh pa30MKHYTh uX. Ho cToumo emy
IIPOHUKHYTh BHYTPB, KaK OH TYT XK€ MOTEPSI MPEUMYIIECTBO — €0 3aTIHY/IU B HOBBIH,
COKPYILIUTEIbHBIN MIOLETyH.

Kor{a oH HaKOHeI BHIIIIE]T 13 UMIIEPATOPCKOTO MIaTpa, TyOs ero oHemenu. OH HEBOJILHO KOCHYIICS WX
TIaJIbIlaMH, BTalHe MPOK/IKNHAS APEBHOCTH 3a OTCYTCTBME MACOK — IIOCJIE CTOJIKHUX IIOIETyeB POT
HaBEPHSKA PaCIyX.

K ero o6ieruenuio, BCTpeUHbIe CIIYTH He Mofgasy Buay. LIsHb 10 HEMHOTO YCIIOKOHUIICS ¥ HallpaBUJICs
B MIMIIepaTopCcKoe yIpaBjieHue 10 JIeKapcTBaM. IIpeqbssBUB BOJIIO TOCYIapsi, OH Halles TeKaps,
CMBICTISIIIIETO B paHax, ¥ BMECTe C HUM OTIPABUIICS K [PYTY.



Csio Cy#ussl MeTasncst B 6ecriaMsiTCTBE B CBOEM IIIATPE.

Lisab o Gpocusics: K HeMy U, KOCHYBIIKCH J10a, TTOHSJI, YTO Y TOT'O CUJTbHBIM XKap.

— Jlekapb, y HETO MUXOpagKa! — BOCKITUKHYII OH.

— He TpeBoxbTECH, TOCTIOOUH LITHB, — IOKJIOHUIICS JIEKaph U TYT 3Ke IPHUHSIICS 3a [eo.

OH o6paboTasn paHkl, CMEHHUJI TIOBSI3KM U BeJIeJ TPUTOTOBUTH OTBap. LIsiHb H0 caM 6epexKHO HATIOUI
[pyTa JIeKapCTBOM, U CITyCTSI BpEMS TOT IIPUILENT B ce0sl.

— A-do... — cnab6o mo3Ban Cso CyHu3hl.

— 4 3pecs. TIpoctu MeHs... OT0 51 TebOs BTAHYI B 3T0, — LisHb 510 He BeigepaKarl, cie3sl OPLI3HYIN U3
r7a3, HO OH TYT XXe UX CMaxHyJlL.

— He Bunmu ce6s1, — Csio Cyi1I3bl TOKavas ronoBoi. — d mumib 6osinica 3a Tebs. Tet u Ero
BenuuecTno...

[TpormToit HOYBI0 BCE MPOUCXOOUIIO Ha TTa3ax y apy3ed, u LIsHb Jo moHuMaJ, 9YTO CKPHIBATh IIPABAY
0eCCMEBICIIEHHO.

— §1... — oH 3aMsICs, He 3Has, Kak mogo0paTh CJIOBa.

Cso CyHUu3ssl BULEN ero CMATeHNe U He CTaJl HacTauBaTh. OH JIUIIb KPENKO CXKaJl er0 PYKY.

— ToI mI00UIIE MIIEPATOpa?

HEHB Ao monro momyarn, IIpexne 9eM OTBETUTh:

— 41 He 3HAlO.

— 9%, — B3moxHyn Csio Cy#I3sl. — BHTE TIOATE TOCYyOaps — BCE PaBHO YTO XKUTh C TUTPOM. Beperu
ce0sl.

— 3Haw. Y TH mompaBisucs.

Csto CyH13sl KMBHYJI, HO PafOCTH B €T0 rla3ax He ObIIo.



— Yto Takoe? — BcTpeBoXUICcT LsHb 0.

— Huuero... IIpocTo cepatie 6onuT 3a rocrnoguHa JIy. EMy ceiuac, monKHO ObITh, 04€Hb TSIKEJIO.

sup fo norypuics.

— 4 BUHOBAT Iepeqd HUM.

— He roBopu Tak. Y Te0s He 6b110 BBIOOpA.

O6a moHMMaJIHu: YTO CHOeJlaHo, TO caenanHo. OHKM 3aMOT4Yaliy, He 3Hasi, 0 YeM elre TOBOPUTE.

)%k

Korpa Ligub fo BepHyICs, UMIlepaTopa B IIaTpe He oKa3anock. KOHoIIa Hafesasncsa Ha AOJNTYI0
nepenbIKy, HO BcKope 11 AHb BOIIeN ¥ KaK HU B 4eM He ObIBajIO IPUHSJICS UT'PaTh C IITULIEN B
KJIeTKe.

LisHb 0, Hay4YeHHBI! TOPHKUM OIBITOM, TYT XKe OPOCUIICS HOKIagbiBaTh O KaXKIOM CBOEM IIare.

Ho rocynaps nuimis HeOpeKHO MaxHyI pyKoit. FOHoIIa ocekcsl.

— He HYKHO 3TUX 0TYETOB, — OPOCHUI UMIIepaTOp, ITOIpa3HUBasi BOPOOLS B 30JI0UEHOM KIIETKE.

— CJ'IYH.IaI-OCB. 4 numb XOTes cKa3aTh, 4TO 0O0JbIlle HUKOTIa He c6ery.

— 4 3Halo, — He o6opaurBasich, oTBeTun Llu AHb. — Tebe 1 He yHacTcs.

Lsaup o cMONK.

ViMmepaTop, 3aMEeTUB €ro YHBIHUE, IPOU3HEC:

— Wpnu 3a MHOM.

KOnoma TIIOCJIYIIIHO ITOCJIegOBall 3a HUM.

Oun IIPUIIIM Ha KOHIOIIHY, T'He UMIIePAaTOp BeJIel eMy BI:IGpaTb KOHA.

— IIpokaTtuthCca BepxoM? — LigHb 0 3aMHTPUTrOBAN STOT MPU3LIB, BEIb OH HUKOTa He CUOEN B



cenJie. TOMBKO BOT...

— Bamre BennyecTBo, s He yMelO.

[Tomus CJ'[y‘-I&fI C IIaXMadTaMH, UMII€EPATOP OaXKe He YOUBHUIICA.

— Bribupaii. 4 Hayuy Tebs.

JIutrs Torpma Lsgub o ocMenumcs mogouTy K nomaasM. OH cpa3dy 00o1ieNl CTOPOHOM TOT0 IOTO-
KPOBHOT'O CKaKyHa, Ha KOTOPOM IIeC-UMIIEPATOP HACTHUT ero HaKaHyHe — BOCIIOMHHaHUEe 00 3TOM
OCTaBHJIO B €0 [AyIIe CIUIIKOM MPa4YHYIO TEHbD.

B uTore oH BEIOpaJ CaMyl0 CMUPHYIO Ha BUJ G€JIyI0 JIOIamb.

[To 3HaKy uMnepaTtopa KOHIOX BhIBeJl iowlaAb. Ll AHb JIeTKO B3JIETEN B CEAJI0 U MPOTAHYI PYKy LIsTHB
do.

ToT mOMe[IKI, HO BIOXKWII CBOK HAJbILE B €r0 JIafOHb ¥ TYT e 0Ka3ajCs B CefJie, IPSIMO B 00bITHIX
MOHapXa.

YyBCTBO OBIJIO CTPAHHLIM U HEJIOBKUM. LIgHb fl0 mONbITaICS HEMHOTO OTOBUHYTHCS, HO L AHB
HATSHYJI I0BOMbS, U JIOLIAAb COPBAjIach C MeCTa.

BCKpI/IKHYB OT HEOXKHNIOAaHHOCTH, IOHOIIa CYOOPO2KHO BIIEIIUIICA B PYKH KMII€PAaTOpa, BCEM TEJIOM
IMPUAKHUMAsSACh K €0 I'Pyan.

Korga 6exkaTh CTal0 HEKy/a, OH YCIIBIIIaI Hal CAMBIM YXOM TuUXUi cMex. CHUIbHAs pyKa o0XBaTuiia
€ero TorepeK KUBOTA, IPUTITUBAS ellle OIuxKe.

— He 0Goiic4.

[ToyyBCcTBOBaB HamexXHYy0 0n0py, LIsSHb 0 4yTh YCIIOKOUIICS.

— 4 He 6010Ch.

CoycTst BpeMsi UMIIepaTop Hadas 00BSICHATH eMy, KaK YIIPaBiIsATh KOHEM.

9To0 0Ka3asioch He TakK YK CJI0KHO, ¥ BCKOpe I0HoIIa ocBousics. Ly AHb nepepasn eMy noBofbsi. LIsHb
4o, HabpaBIIKCch XpabpPOCTH, 3BOHKO KPUKHYII:



— Ho!

COBHO IOACTETHYTasl 9TUM KPHUKOM, JIOLIanh, O TOTO MUPHAs, BHE3AITHO IYCTUJIACh B OeIlIeHbIH
ranon. lsgue do 3akpryan or yxaca, Ho LIz Asb ocTaBasicsa HeBo3MyTUM. ETo pyKa Ha TaJuy I0HOIIN
Iaxke He OPOTHYJIA; OH BTOPOM PYKOM ITepeXBaTHJI IIOBOMbS U IIJIaBHO OCATUII KOOBIIHILY.

LisHb f0 emBa OBIIIA OT CTpaxa, 0€CCUIIBHO IPUBAMBIIKUCH K UMIIEPATOPY.

ToT 1 He myMaJ ero yremarsb. BMECTO 3TOr0 OH C U3[I€BKOY CIIPOCUIL:

— Hy kak, Beceno?

HEHB flo GBI TOTOB Pa3pEIOaTECA, HO, IIOMHSA O IIPDUTBOPCTBE, BEIOABUII U3 cebs y'J'IBIﬁKy:

— Becero.

['ocymapb 3aMep, BITISIOBIBASICH B €ro uIo. LIsHb Jo ucmyrancs, 4To CHOBa CKa3ajl YTO-TO HE TO, U
TIPUTHX.

B cnepnyomiee MrHOBeHNEe UMIIEPATOP BAPYT MOTSAHYJICS K HEMY U JIETOHBKO YIIUIIHYJI €T0 3a IIEKY.

— Vnri6ka y Tebss HaCKBO3b (asbIIrBasi.
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