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TéMHas TIOpbMa, IpeICcTaBIIas nepen B3opoM LisHb L0, He mMena HU4ero obIero ¢ TeMHUAIIAMHU, YTO
OH IIPHUBHIK BUOETh B KMHO. 371eCh He OBIJI0O HM OKOH, HY XKeJIe3HHIX PEIIeTOK, HU [laXKe BUIUMBIX
Y3HUKOB — JIUIIH 0€CIIPOCBETHBIM MpaK U [aBsillue CTEHb HEBEPOSATHOMU, MyTaloIel TONMIIHEL.

KameHb CTeH Ka3ascs IpeBHUM, IOTEMHEBIINM OT BpeMEeHHU, HO MeCTaMU Ha HEM aJlejii CBeXue
IIOTeKY KPOBU U BUMIHEJIUCh XaOTUYHEIE OTIIeYaTKy afoHel. FOHOIa He cMen jaXe IPefCcTaBUTh,
KaKOH I1eHOU OBUIM OCTaBJIeHHl 3TU cienbl. OH IOCIEeNUIHO 0TBeJI B3TJISA U II0CTIef0Bal fajbllle 3a
IIPOLIECCUEN.

Y3Kue npoxons! efiBa IIO3BOJIS/IM JBOUM UATH IJIEYOM K Iyiedy. CBeTa He OBLIO — JOPOTY OCBEIlau
Uk GOHapU B PyKax CTPaXKHUKOB. M3-3a OTCYTCTBUS BEHTUIIAIMY BO3AyX B IIOMEIEeHUY Ka3aics
TYCTHIM ¥ CIIEPTHIM; OH OBIJT IPOTIUTAaH HEMCTPEOMMBIM, TOIITHOTBOPHEIM 3amaxoM KpoBu. LIsgub do
IIBITAJICS IPUKPHIBATh HOC PyKaBOM, HO 9TO He IIOMOTajlo — CMpaf, Ka3ajloCh, BIUTHIBAJICS B CaMy
KOXy. EMy 0cTaBasoCh MUIIb OHIIIATH KAK MOXKHO PeKe, TI0JaBIIsas IO3BIBE K PBOTE.

ToHHEnND Be BCE TIy0xkKe MOf 3eMJII0, U3BUBASICh IPUUYIJIMBEIM JTAOMPUHTOM, KOTOPOMY He ObLIO0
KOHIIa. Bo3myx cTaHOBUIICS BCE G0Nlee pa3pekeHHBIM, ¥ BCKOpPe I0HOIIIA TOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO HAUNHAET
3a0bIXaThCH.

OH pelIXTeIbHO He TIOHUMAJI, 3aUueM «Co0aybeMy UMIIePaTOPy» MOHaA00UIOCH IPUXOAUTD Clofa
cpenu HOYW, fia elle u 6paTh ero ¢ coboi. Ho ocnymartbces mprkasa LisgHb o He cMen U, CTUCHYB
3yORBI, TPOJOJIKAJ UATH BO ThME.

BHe3anHO rge-To y caMbIX €r0 HOT pa3faliCs IJIyX0u JIs3T.

FOHoIIa efBa He MOAIPHITHYI OT HEOXKUAAHHOCTU. OMyCTUB B3TJIS, OH 3aMETHUJT Y CaMOro Imoja
KpOIIIeYHOe XKeJIe3Hoe OKOHIlEe, elBa JOCTUTaBIlee eMy [0 IMUKOJIOTOK. 3a PeleTKOoM Kiybunach
HeIpOrjsigHas ThMa, B KOTOPOU yrafblBaloCh KaKoe-To eBesieHrne. Konenu 6egHATY MOJOTHYIUCH, U
€My NIPHUIIOCH OIIEPETHCS O XOJIONHYI0 CTeHY, UYTOOL He PYXHYTh.

He ycnien on npuiitt B cebs1, KaK U3 3TOTO OKOHIIA BHICYHYJIaCh TOHKAsI, YepHas, oxXoxkas Ha
obropesnyio BeTKy nanka. OHa Aepranachk, MHITasgCh YTO-TO HallaparnaTh Ha KaMHe moja. Ho
paccTosiHKe, Ha KOTOPOe «ITaJlka» MOTJIa BEICYHYThCS, OBIIIO CITUIITKOM MaJlbIM, ¥ Y3HUKY yIaBaioCh
OCTABUTh JIUIITL KOPOTKUY, HEPOBHBIM IIITPHUX.

«4TO 9TO 3a CYIIECTBO?»

[Tpexpe ueM L{sgHb o0 ycren oco3HaTh YBUAEHHOE, IIEAIINN CIEJOM CTPaXKHUK B YEPHOM BBICTYIIHII
BIlepen. MOJTHHEHOCHBIM IBUKEeHNEM OH 00HaXKuI Med, U «BeTKa» Oblna oTcedyeHa. OHa C IIyXuM
CTYKOM ITOKaTHJIaCh IO IOy, 3afeB HOCOK Carora IOHOIIM U OCTaBUB 3a CO00# JOPOXKKY U3 OarpoBBIX
Kareb.



B crmemyomumii MUT M3-3a CTEHHI JOHECCS 3BYK, KOTOPHIH LIsTHb $10 3aIIOMHMIT HA BCIO OCTABIIYIOCS
XKW3Hb. ITO OBLT BOILJIb HEUEJIOBEUYECKOM MYKH, HO 0€33BYUYHHIH — TOYHO Y HECUACTHOT'O BHIPBAJIA
SI3bIK. M3 TOpIIa BHIPEIBAJIOCE JIMIIb CUIIIOE, KJIOKOYYIIee XpUIIeHNe. ITO He OBUI roJI0C YeI0BEKa;
CKOpee, 9TO HallOMMHAJIO MPENCMEPTHEINA CTOH 3aTHAHHOTO 3BEpS.

TONBKO B 3TOT MOMEHT [0 IOHOIIX AOIIIIO: TO, YTO OH IIPUHAI 3a YEePHYIO IIAaJIKy, OBIIIO maneleM. A B
KPOIIEYHBIX HOPAX 3d CTeHaMHU, HEe JOCTHUTdBIIUX U IIOJIYMETPA B BEICOTY, OBLITH 3a2KKBO 3aMyPOBAHEI
JIIOON.

OH OKHHYJI B3TJISIAOM KOPHUAOP U COOPOTHYJICS: CTEHEI IT0 066 CTOPOHE! OB YCESTHBH TAKUMHU Ke
JKeJe3HHIMHU OKOHITaMH. [laxke co CBeTOM (oHaper MpakK BHYTPHU OblI aOCOMOTHLIM. LIsiHb flo Gosics
Iaxke TPEOCTAaBUTh, B KaKUX YCIIOBUSX TOMUIIUCH 9TH Y3HUKHU.

— I'yHryHs, nouyemy Bbl OCT@HOBUJIUCE?

CTpaxHUK, TOJIBKO YTO JIMIIKBIINY YeJI0BEKa Iajblla, yKe yOpas KINHOK U CIIOKOMHO TOTHSII
dboHaphp, OCBelas IyTh. 3aMEeTUB OIlelleHeHre IOHOIIN, OH HETPOMKO ITOTOPOIIUII €T0.

sub fo momeITancs coeaaTh Iar, HO HOTH CHEeJIaIuCh BATHRIMU U OTKa3bIBaIMCh IIOBUHOBATHCA. Llu
AHp, ey Bliepeay, Ka3auoch, faxe He 3aMeTHUIT 9TOM MaJieHbKOX pacnpaBbl. OH mIpogoiKail
IOBUTATLCS BrIyOb TIOPHMEI M YK€ YCIIeI OTOMTHU Ha MIPUJIMYHOE PACCTOSHHUE.

FOHo1Ia 10 cMepTu GOSIICS, YTO TOCyIaph Pa3THEBAETCS Ha ero MeNIUTeIbHOCTh U B HaKa3aHue
OpocuT B 9TOM afmy. Ho oTCceueHHEIH Tael], HCTOIIeHHEIH 10 Hey3HaBaeMOCTH, BCE ellle JIexKas Ha ero
IyTH, TOYHO HeIpeogoauMas nperpaga. CTpax CKoBaJI Teno. MEICIL O TOM, YTO B 3TUX CTEHAX
3aXKMBO THHUIOT COTHY HECYACTHHIX, JIUIIAa IOCIeTHUX CUJL.

B utore cTpaxkHUKY C GOHAPEM IIPUIUIOCH IIOAXBATUTE €0 MOJ] TOKOTh, YTOOB OH CMOT ITPOHOIKHUTE
Y Tb.

CrycTs BeYHOCTh TOHHEJIb HaKOHEI] 3aKOHYUJICS, ¥ OHU BHIIIUTA B IPOCTOPHEIH 3a. LIgHb o momHsan
TJ1a3a: 9T0 MeCTO yKe 60JIbIlle TOXOAUIO0 Ha IIHITOYHEIE KaMephl U3 KuHO. OOUIMPHOE TPOCTPAHCTBO
Ka3aJI0Ch TECHBIM M3-3a 00UTHS Pa3HOOOPa3HEIX MHCTPYMEHTOB [JIT UCTSA3aHu. Bce OHM uMenu
IPUYYAIEBLIE POPMEL, HO 00BEIUHSTIO0 X OQHO — HACJIOEHUS 3alleKIIeuCsi U COBCEM CBexXeil KPOBH.

BHe3amHo pa3mancs TSIXKeJbId BCIJIECK BOMHL.

Lisiup o 06epHYIICS Ha 3BYK ¥ 3aMeTHJI B yIily HeOobinoi 6acceiiH. Boga B HeM Gbllla HACTOIBKO
MYTHOU ¥ TEMHOM, YTO IOHOIIIA He Cpa3y PasriIsifes YeloBeKa, KOTOPOro CTPaXky Kak pa3 MOJHIMAIH
Ha BepPeBKaX. BpoueM, Ha3BaTh 3TO «4€JI0BEKOM» OBIO TPYLHO.

Y cymiecTBa He GBITI0 KOHEYHOCTEH. ETo ofiexk/a mpeBpaTHiach B KaJKKUe JIOXMOThSI, a BCE TeIOo
IIPEICTABISAIO0 COO0H CITOUTHYI0 MACCy LIIPAMOB U 3B. JIMIIO TaK CUJIBHO OITYXJIO, YTO YEPTHI €T0



CTEPJIUCH, IPEBPATUB TON0BY B OechopMeHHEBIM KOM. HecyacTHOT0, CBI3aHHOTO ITOAO00OHO MSICHOMY
TIOKY, OJITO Iep3Ka/u I0J BOIOM; OH He IofaBasl MPHU3HAKOB XKU3HH, ¥ eCJu Obl He IITyM
IIOOHUMAaeMBIX 1enei, Lgub o Hukorga OBl He Jorajacs, 4To B 0acceliHe KTO-TO €CTh.

To 1 0T HeXBaTKM KHUCJIOPOMA, TO JIX OT HEBEHIHOCKMOTO 3allaXa KPOBU B JKUBOTE Y IOHOIIN BCE
ckpyTusio. OH CyHOPOKHO CXKaJl OJ0J CBOETO IIJIaThsl, MBITAsICh YHITh HEKOHTPOJIUPYEMYIO IPOXKD B
pyKax.

«Boxke, KaK 3TO yXKacHO...»

LisHb f0 BIEpBhIE IO-HACTOSIIEMY TOHSII, TOYEeMY CJIYT'H BO IBOPIIE He CMEIOT MOJHUMATh I'1a3. B
3Ty MMHYTY OH CaM T'OTOB ObIJT 3aPHITHCS TOJIOBOM B 3€MJTIO, JIUIIL ObI HE BUAETDH IPOUCXOsIero. B
€ro TIPOIIION, MUPHOM XKU3HU CaMBbIM KPOBaBLIM 3pesuineM Oblsl 32601 cBUHbU. OH HUKOTA He
BUJIEJ JaxKe YIUYHOU ApaKu, He TOBOPS yXKe 0 mogo6HoM u3yBepcTBe. Cepplle KOJIOTUIIOCh TaK
CHJIBHO, YTO, Ka3aJIoCh, TPYMAHAs KJIeTKa BOT-BOT JIOIHET. B yiax 3BeHesIo, 3araylnas Bce Mpoyue
3BYKH.

Y BCE XKe OH OTUETIMBO CIIbIIIAJ TOJI0C KMIIepaTopa.

— MepTtB?

— 2XKus, Baitie BennuuecTBo, — 0T0O3BaJICS KTO-TO U3 ITajlavdei.

— M-m.

HecMoTps Ha KPaTKOCTh OTBETa, IONYMHEHHEIE, Ka3aJ0Ch, TOYHO 3HA/IM, YTO JeflaTh manblie. LISHb
fo ycnblmman, Kak 06py0oK Tea ¢ TIyXuM 3BYKOM LIBEIPHYIM Ha KaMHU T0j1a. HecyacTHHIN Jaxe
TIBITAJICS YTO-TO TOBOPHUTH, HO POT €ro OB ITOJIOH KPOBHU, U CJI0BA TOHY/IH B OYJIbKAIOIIUX 3BYKaX.

— Out... ubc4... ... KaloCh...

OH He yCIiieJl JOTOBOPUTE — Pa34aJIOCh 3JIOBEIEEe IMKBOPYaHHE.

[Tpexpne yeM LIsiHb 0 MOHSI, YTO 3TO 3a 3BYK, B BO3AyXe IIOIJIBII 3allaX IOPeJIoN IJI0TH. A 3aTeM 3ai
OTJIACHUJI KPHK, TI0 CPaBHEHUIO C KOTOPHIM 6e33BYUYHBIM BOIJIb y3HUKA B KOPHOOPE ITOKa3acs
IyCTSIKOM. OTO OBbLII 3BYK, TONOOHBIM CKPEXKETY Kejle3a 10 KaMHIO; B HEM CIIBIIIAIach TaKas
3amnpepenbHasi 60/Ib, YTO Y IOHOIIM IIOTEMHEJIO B TIa3ax.

Mo3r 0TKa3BIBAJICSI 0CO3HABATh NEeHCTBUTEILHOCTD, IToKa LIsHb o He mopgusan B3rnan. OOuH u3
rajiaueil HeCIelHo MOINBaJl «MSICHOM KOM» KUAMISIIAM MacjIOM M3 KOBIIIA.

I_HKBOp‘-IaHI/Ie He IIpeKpallalloCh, KO2XKa U IIJIOTb HeCYaCTHOT'O KOPYHNIINCE, Hal TE€JIOM IIOOHAJICA



CH3bIY Tapok. FOHOIIE TT0Ka3asI0Ch, YTO OH YYBCTBYET 3allax BAPEHOT0 Msca. ITOT CMpajl, HECMOTPS
Ha BCE YCU/IHs He [OBIIIaTh, TPOHUKAJ B JIETKKE, OCefall B TOPJIe U, Ka3aJioCh, IIPOTIUTHIBAJ BCE
BHYTPEHHOCTH.

XKenymok Lisus fo He Beigepxasn. Ero BelBepHYI0 Hau3HaHKy. He B cunax 0oJibllle CTOSATh, OH PYXHYII
Ha KOJIeHH, COAPOrasiCh B KOHBYJIbCUAX PBOTHL. [IOCKONIBKY OH ITOYTH HUYETO He eI C Beuepa, HapyxKy
BBIXOZUJIA JIUIIb FOPbKas Xejlyb, HO CIIa3Mbl He IIpeKpalllaluch. PyKy, yrepTsle B IPA3HBIY 1101,
XOOUIX XOOYHOM; Ka3asloCh, ellle MUT — U OH yIafeT JIULOM B COOCTBeHHbIe HeunCcTOTh. FOHOIIa
XOTeJl OTIIOJI3TH B CTOPOHY, HO MHIIIITE IPEBPATUIIHUCh B O€CII0NIe3HbIe TPSANIKH.

Ia, B IeHb CBOETO MEepEMeEIeHrs OH BHIEI TOPH TPYIIOB, HO Te JIIONK yKe ObUIM MepPTBHL. Torma oH
VICIIHITHIBAJT JIUIIL CYEBEPHEIM CTpaxX mepes CMepPThio. 31eCh XKe Tepef HUM OBIII0 Me[JIeHHOE,
0CO3HAHHOE YHUUTOXEHHUE XKMBOTO CYIIEeCTBa, KOTOPOE, la’ke MPEeBPATUBIIKCH B KYCOK 00YTIEHHOTO
MsiCa, TIPOMOJIZKAJIO KOTIOUIMTLCS Ha TIOJy.

Lsaup A0, HUKOTOA B XKU3HU HE O6HH6BLHHfI 1 KOIIIKM, He MOT BEIHECTH 3TOM KE€CTOKOCTHU. TOJIBKO
ceryac OH [0 KOHIIAa 0CO3HAJ, B KAaKOUu MUD IIOIIAJI U HAaCKOJIBKO OH OTJIMYa€eTCA OT €Iro POOUHEI. U
HaCKOJIBKO 6e3pa3neana BJIaCTh 4YE€JIOBEKa, CTOsIIIEr0 B HECKOJIBKHUX IIarax OT HETO.

OH IMOHMMaJI, KaK KaJIko ¥ HeJOCTOMHO BEITIAOUT. OH — JIMYHHIHA CITyra KUMIIepaTopa, OH He UMeeT
IIpaBa Ha momoOHYy0 cabocTs. Ho Temo He crmymiamoch pa3yMma. M3 ria3 TeKIu Ces3kl, 3peHue
3aTyMaHHUJIOCh, ¥ JIKIIh CIYCTSI KAKOe-TO BPeMs I0HOIIIa 3aMeTHII epen cobo mapy caror.

YepHO-KPACHHIH IIIeJIK, BHINKUTHE 30JI0TOM 00JlaKa U APaKOHHL. TOIbKO OJHUH YeI0BEK B 9TOM MHUpe
MOT HOCHUTb TaKyi0 00YBb.

OtlenleHeHUE CMEHUIIOCH JIEASTHHIM y2KacoM. [Tlouemy ero npusenu ciofa? YTobsl nmpenocrepeus? Unu
yTOOBI OCTABUTH 37eCh HaBcerga? YTo oH chesajl He Tak?

Lisiup fo He 3HAJ, B YeM IIPOBUHUJICS IPeXkKAe, HO OTUET/IMBO TOHUMAJI CBOIO BUHY ceiyac. OH
0TI030pHII uMIepaTopa. Ciyra Ipu rocymape — 9TO ero JIUI0, a OH Ccelvac CTOSII Ha KOJIEeHSX,
3aIBIXasiCh OT PBOTHL. B maHuKe I0HOIIA MOMBITANICS KOCHYTHCS JI00OM 11071a, 3a0BIB, YTO IMIPSIMO TIEPEN
HUM — JIyX&Ka XKeT4H.

Ho IIpexne 4eM OH yCII€JI CKIIOHUTECS, XOJIOOHEBIE TIAJIbITbI 2KECTKO 00XBATHIIH €T0 HOJI60pOJIOK,
3aCTaBJIAd 3aMEpPETE.

JTta PYKa Onlta mepsiHOM. LIsiHb do He pa3 rpein €€ B CBOUX JTAJOHSX II0 HOYaM U XOpOIIIo 3HaJl 3TO
omyIineHne — XO0JIoH, TIOMOOHBIH BE€YHOMY JIbOY Ha IIOBEPXHOCTHU 3aMeP3IIET0 03€epa. Tenepb 9TH
IMaJIbIbl BIIMJIKCE B €TI0 YeJIIOCTh, 1 MOPO3 OT HUX MI'HOBEHHO CKOBaJl BCE TeJo.

FOHo11a, TOYHO 6€3BONTbHAS MapPUOHETKA, TIOMHSJ TOJIOBY U BCTPETHIICS B3TJISIIOM C PAa3HOI[BETHEIME
riazamu uMnepaTopa. Baop Llu AHs GBUT PaBHOOYIIHEIM, CJIOBHO OH CMOTDEJI He Ha YEeJI0BeKa, a Ha
HEOOYIIeBJIEHHBIN TIPEeMET.



— 3Haels, II049YeMy OH OKa3aJICA B TaKOM MIOJIOKEHUU? — HErpoMKO CIIPDOCHII TOCYyHOapsk.

OH IOJHSJ JIEBYIO PYKY, ¥ KTO-TO U3 CBUTHL TYT e Iofan eMy OeJI0CHEKHBIM MATKUM MJIaTOK.
ViMnepaTop IPUHSI €T0 U C IOYTH HeXKHOU 3a00TIMBOCTHIO BHITEP HEUUCTOTE! ¢ I'y0 LisgHb fo.

FOHoma 3amep, 605ICh MOILIEBEUTHCS. B 9TOT MUT OH 4yBCTBOBa cebst haphopoBoi CTAaTyITKOM, C
KOTOPO# X035IMH CTUPAET JOCAMHYIO MBIITb.

— M-m? — Ilu AHb HEeIOBOJILHO MTPUIIOMHST OPOBb, HE OKOABLINCH OTBETA.

IssHb 0 X0Tes 3ar0BOPUTH, HO POT CJIOBHO OHEMEJL. JIUIIb CIIYCTS AOJITYI0 CEKYHOY OH CMOT
BBIJABUTH U3 ce0s 3BYK. ['010C ero OB CyXUM ¥ HaOTPECHYTHIM, TOYHO CTPYHA CTApOil LIUTPHI.

— He... He 3Ha.

— [ToToMy 4TO OH OBLJT HEIIOCNTYIIHEIM, — ITPOM3HEC MOJIOON KMITIepPaTop, 0TOpackiBas UCIAaYKaHHBIN
TITATOK.

OH Ha MTHOBEHHE OIIyCTHIJI B3TJIA Ha CKOPYUBHIETOCSA Ha IIOJIy IIJIEHHHKA, d 3aTeM CHOBa IIOCMOTPEII
B I''Ta3a IOHOIIIE.

— A TmI?

VimmepaTop pa3arl Mmaiblibl, OTITyCKas ero moadoponok, Ho LIsHb Fo Tak ¥ 3aCTHII C IOTHSTOM
TOJIOBOM, HE B CHJIaX IOIIEBEIUThLC.

['yOn1 Llu AHs TpoHYJa eBa 3aMeTHas yIbOKa.

— Tbl — IOCTTYIIHBIN?
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