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I/IMHepaTop .HYH'baHB IIPpHKa3all 3a2Ke4Yb OTHH. B MraoBeHme OKa B IMMOKOSX BCIIBIXHYJIN OE€CATKU
CBETHUJIbHUKOB, 3aJIMB KOMHATY OCJIEIIUTEJIbHO APKUM, IIOUYTH 00/1e3HEHHBIM CBETOM.

BpoBcTBylomas HanoxHuIa YxK0y, IJI0OTHEe 3aKyTaBUIUCh B OfesiyIo, 3abunachk B caMblil yToJl
KpoBaTu. JIuio e€ Ob1I0 Oesee IMONIOTHA; OHA 3aTPaBJIeHHO KOCUJIACh Ha UMIIepaTopa, 4O KPOBU Kycas
ryOBI OT y2Kaca.

[TsaTerit mpuHI, Ykao XyaliMuH, CUAeN IPSIMO Ha II0JTY, BIEMUBIINCH B MOAYLIKY. Ero riasa
TIOKPaCHEeJH! OT SIPOCTH.

— 4 TBOM OpaT! — mpopkidan oH, rsAad Ha Yxkao Xyaui3u. — YTo TH 3agyman?!

MMrepaTop JUIIG ClTeTKa YIBIOHYIICS, COXPaHss IyTaollee CIIOKONCTBHE.

— Bcé emé moMHuUIIL, 9YTO TH MO OpaT? Tpayp Mo MOKOWHOMY UMIIEPATOPY eIllé He OKOHYEH, a TH
yXKe OeJUIIb JI0Ke C ero KeHIMHOM. KaKoiil MOYTUTENbHBIN ChIH, — OH 3ayMYMBO KOCHYJICS
nopboponka. — IToxanyi, 3a Takoe ¥ CMEPTHOM Ka3HU OyIeT MaJlo, He HaXOMUIIb?

— ThL... — Ykao XyalMUH 3acKpexkeTasn 3y0amMu. — YOel MeHs, eCclii CMeJIoCTH XBaTUT! THl TONBHKO
B30ILIEJ Ha IIPECTOJI U Y2Ke TOTOB U3BECTH BCEX OpaTheB Iof KOpeHb? XoTen Ol 51 3HaTh, 4TO 0 Tebe
CKaxeT Hapop!

— MHeHUe Hapofa MeHs Majio 3a00TUT, — ycMexHycsa JIyHbaHb. — K TOMY e g ¥ TaK MHOTUX
IIYCTHJI TIOM HOXK. Bhl ¢ TpeTbuM 3aTesnu MATEXK, PEIIUB, UYTO 5 1000I0Ch OTJIaCKM U He TPOHY Bac?
Xwm... Ho ecnu s Ka3HI0 u Tebs1, ¥ €r0, OCTAHETCS TOJIbKO BoChMOIi. ..

— W gT0? ThHl IeNCTBUTEIBHO PUCKHEIL YOUTDL U MeHs, ¥ OpaTa? — IISTHIM IPUHI] BCKUHYII TOJIOBY. —
He Bepio!

— 0O... Tak, 3Ha4uT, 3TO U BIIPAMb TpeTI/Ifl, — HYH'BaHB IMOHMMAIOINe KUBHYJI, CJIOBHO IIOATBEP2KOad
CBOHU OJOTafKH.

Ykao XyaliIMHH 3aMep, 0CO3HaB CBOIO OIMIMOKY JIUIIh MTHOBEHUE CITYCTS.

— Tet... T crieIuanbHO TPUINEN, YTOOB! BEITIHYTh U3 MeHs npusHanue?! ITogner! I'HyCHBIH,
O0ecuecTHBIN Mep3aBserl:!

Yxkao Xyauli3au IOOHSJICS, U €r0 B3I MTHOBEHHO 3allefleHell.



— BecuecTHpiit? BoamoxH0. Ho TakuM MeHs coenany Be caMu. Eciu OBl s1 He CTaJl TAKUM, MEeHST OBl
YZXKe COTHH Pa3 B MOTHIIy CBEJIA.

OH pa3MepeHHO IPOU3HEC:

— Tpetbero u [I9TOT0O IPUHIEB 3@ IOMKITKY MsATexkKa — B HebecHyio TeMHUIY. Y IyCTh HE BBIXOOST
OTTy[a OO0 CaMOU CMEPTH.

— THI He TocMeellb... T pa3Be He OOHUIIbCS... — YKao XyaMUH HaKOHEI] 0CO3Hal CepbE3HOCTh
TIOJIOKEHHSI, ¥ eT0 TOJIOC 3aApoxain. — He Goutbcs, uTo Bes [TogueOecHas IPOKISHET Tebs?

JIyHbaHb HETPOMKO PacCMesiJICS.

— HepaBHO omuH 4eoBeK mogasn MHe 61ecTsuIyio unet. S yxKe pa3ociiai el Ha MOUCKH TeX, KTO
IIOX0K Ha Bac. M nmpepncTaBb cebe — Hammén. [TycTh He TOUHBIE KOIIMH, HO CXOACTBO IIOPA3UTEIbHOE.
Ecnu s cKaxy, 94TO OHM — 9TO BHI, 3HAYMT, TaK OHO U OymeT. A BB IBOE CTaHeTe 6e3BECTHEIMU
TEeHSIMH B 3aCTEHKAX TeMHHUIIB. TaM U CTHHETe.

— Her... Henb3s! — IIATHIN TPUHII B 0OTYACTUM BCKPUKHYII U MOMBITACS GPOCUTHCS Ha UMIIEPaTopa,
HO TEMHBIE CTPaXKW MIHOBEHHO COMIIM €T0 C HOT U MPUKAJHU K TI0TTy.

— A 4gTo 70 Te6s... — JlyHbaHb IOBEPHYJICA K BOOBCTBYyIOIE! HanoxHuUIe YKO0y, ¥ ero IyObl CHOBa
TPOHYJIa JTackoBas y/biOKa. — Pa3 TH Tak ero I00uIllh, MOXKET, OTIIPABUIILCS C HUM B HebecHyo
TeMHULY? COCTaBUIIb KOMIIQHUIO.

BrooBcTByIomas HanoxHUIA YK0y MEPTBOM XBATKOM BIeNuachk B ofesisio. OHa OTYasiHHO 3aTpscia
TOJIOBOH.

— { He moupny... Hert... I Begp TBOSI Mayexa, Thl He MOXKEIIb TaK CO MHOU IIOCTYIIUTb...

WMmnepaTop ¢ coxKaleHUeM B3IOXHYIL.

— CamMa xe roBopuiia, 9To 5 Te0s 001XKar, a KOrja Ipefiaral BOCCOeIUHUTHCS C JTIOOMMBIM —
OTKa3bIBaEIIbCsi. MOKET, caMa IOfICKaXKelllb, Kak MHe Te6e yrOmuTh?

— 4... s 6orbIlle HUKOTIA... He IIOCMEeI0... — €€ 3yOnl BeIOuBanu qpods. — IIpaBaa... KISHYCE...

Yzkao XyaHI[3u IPOAoIIKal yIbi0aThCs.

— Twl Bemb OKa3ajia MHE OT'POMHYIO YCIIYTY, ST BOBCe He coOuparch Te0sT HaKa3blBaTh. Yero Th
6ouribcs? Ecmu ecTh MPOChOBI — IOBOPHU CMeJIo. f He U3 TeX 3aHYH, KTO 3aCTaB/IsSET XKEeHIINH



XPaHUTh BEPHOCTH MEPTBEIIAM. B sTom HeT HY2KIHI.

2KeHIuHa MOOHSIIa Ha HETO CBOM TOMHEIE I'J1a3a, U B yToJIKaxX €€ ry0d IPOMEebKHYI0 HEUTO TOX0XKee
Ha crabyio Hagexmay.

— IIpaBpa?
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Ha cnepymoiee yTpo YMHOBHUKH, CIeys BUepPAIIHUM paclopsKeHUsIM, ITI0faBaiu 3apaHee
IIOATOTOBJIEHHBIE NOKIaabl. Mmmepatop Yxkao Xyall3u C CaMbIM CEPLE3HBIM BUAOM [iefiall IOMETKH,
o0cyXmas fienia, KOTOPHIX Ha CaMOM [ieJie He CYIIeCTBOBAJIO.

Bf{epa BCE OHH IIOJTYUYUIIN CereTHBIIZ YKa3: OepZKaThb A3EIK 3d SY6aMI/I " HU TIPU KaKUX
00CTOSITeILCTBAX HE YIIOMHUHATh O TOM, YTO OHHU CJIBIIIAJIHN.

Baii Ykao cHOBa BUTAJ B 06j1aKax, KOTla B €r0 TOJI0Be pa3fajcs 3HAKOMEIN T'0JI0C.

[BuepamHee 3agaHne BCE ell€ He BHIIONIHEHO! X0CT CoBCceM He cTapaeTcs!]

Bau Ykao HaxMypHUcs.

«4 oTkazancs ot Hero. 2KU3HbE MHE TOPOXKE»

[HyxHo OBI7I0 cpa3dy cka3aThk! XoTute gpyroe 3aganue? [JaliTe-Ka IoCMOTpIO... XM... Bait 2Kao, cectpa
Bait Ykao, ckopo yMpET. XOTUTE y3HATH, KOTHAa U KaK 3TO CIAYUYUTCS?]

FOnoma B3mporuyn BceM TenoM. OH BCKUHYJI T'OJIOBY, ¥ B €T0 TJla3ax 0TPa3usiCs HETOoAmeTbHBIN
yac.

— YT0 TH HeCcEmb?! — BHITATUI OH, 3a0bIBIITHCE.

[3Ta meB4oHKa... BmpoueM, Kakas BaM pa3HHIa, YMPET OHa UK HeT? Bl Beb He HAaCTOSIINN e€
Opat. [l menna e€ cMepTh — gaxe K nyumeMy. Cynpyru Bait 6ynyT Gobllle poXkKaTh 3a ChIHA U
CTaHYT IOKJIafguCTee. ]

Ykao XyalI[3u He MOT CHielaTh BUJ, YTO He CIIBIIIAJ BO3rjlaca IIM1OoHa.

— M=I 00cyKmaeM coCTaByieHue JieTonucen... Heyxkenu MUHUCTP Ball X04ueT IpenIoKuTh CBOO
KaHAuOaTypy? — HEeBO3MYTUMO BCTaBUJI OH.



Hacrosimuit Ba#t Yxkao 6vin 611ecTsiie 00pa3oBaH, ¥ HUCTOPUUECKHUE XPOHUKY OBl ero ctuxuen. Ho
HBIHEIITHUM caMO3BaHel] ObIJI MacCTepoM Meda, a He KUCTH. UTeHre U TUCHMO [IaBaIuCh eMy C TPYIOM,
a yXK JIETOIIUCU — 3TO U BOBCe OblJIa HETIOCUIbHAS HOIIIA.

Boait Yzka0 IIOCIEIIHO IOKJIOHMIICS:

— IlogpmaHHBEIM HE CMeeT Ha 3TO IPETEHI0BaTh!

[3aganue CucTeMHbl: TOEPKUTECH 3a PYUKHU C UMIIepaTopoM!]

[IImuoH OB Ha TPAaHK HEPBHOT'O CPHIBA.

«JTa 9TO K€ TH K 3TUM PyKaM IIPUBSI3aIach?!»

YUHOBHUKH B 3aJie OMHOBPEMEHHO ITOCMOTPEIHN Ha uMIiepaTtopa. Mx B3risabl Tak ¥ ToBOpuUIn: «Jla
MaTe BB €My II0JepKaThCsl, YeTO BaM CTOUT!»

Orell HAaCTOSIIET0 MUHUCTPA, TOCIIOAUH Baii, TPOsBUI KCTUHHOE GITaroOpOACTBO. PUCKYS XKU3HBIO
CBHIHA, OH TaltHO COOOLINI UMIIepaTopy O moxMeHe. Bce 3Hanu 06 3ToM U IIyO0KO yBazKalu ero 3a
BEPHOCTh TPOHY.

Ecnu HacTosmui Bait Ykao He BepHETCS, Batt 2Kao ocTaHeTCs eIUHCTBEHHEIM PEOEHKOM B CEMBE.
MUHUCTPEL BCeM CepALeM XKejlajld CIIaCTU AeBOYKY.

[2KemaeTe oTKa3aTbCS OT 3a0aHUI?]

«Het! — oH oTBeTHn 0€3 MaJIeHIIUX KOIeOaHUm»

«Ho 3TO MOYTH HEBO3MOXKHO. Y MeHs HeT M0BOfia flaxke MPUOIN3UTLCS K UMIIEpaTopy»

«CBUTKM TIepefaloT eBHYXHU, Yail TOIHOCAT CIyKaHKU. Y MeHS HeT HU eIUHOM IIPUYUHEI TOIOUTH K
TPOHY»

«A TIOCTie ayIMeHIIUY U IlaHca He OymeT»

[KemnmaeTe oTkKa3aTbCa?]

«HeT!»

KOHoma HaOpascs CMeJIOCTH U CeJal Iar BIepen.



— Bamre BenugecTso, HOI[JIaHHbeI IIPOCHUT JO3BOJIEHNA Ha HECKOJIBKO ):[HefI OTJIYYUTBCA CO CHy}KGH.

«MHe He HyXKHa TBOSI uHpopManus. 1 cam Oyny e€ oxpaHSTh U He JOomyIy 6efbl», — IOmyMar OH.

Cuctema Onlyla 03aflaveHa.

[CTpaHHBIN B YeIOBeK. BaxHble CBeIeHUST BaM He HYKHHI, @ Ha TaKyI0 ePyHAY TPaTUTE CHUJIHL.
CoBceM He oHMMa... [1710X0i1 U3 Bac mOIy4daeTcs MIIHOH! |

Yskao XyaHI[3u OMYCTUII TJla3a, IIOTPY3UBIIKCEH B Pa3nyMbsi. Ecnu otniyctuth Bait Yxkao ceityac, oH He
CMOZKET BHIIOJIHUTD 3afaHue.

CucteMa cka3sajla «CKOpO», HO Korfia uMeHHO? Heun3BecTHO, MUHOBaJIa i1 yrpo3a. ['ocnoguH Baii
cefyac BEIHYKIEHHO 3allepT foMa IIof npeayioroM 6one3Hy, u Bait 2Kao — BCE, 4TO y HEro 0CTaoch.
Henw3st momycTuth €€ rubemnu.

CrmycTs MrHOBEHUEe MMIIepaTop CIPOCHIL:

— KakoBa npu4uHa OTIIy4Ku?

— [TopgpmaHHbBIA... YyBCTByeT HeJOMOTaHUe, — O0TBeTUJ Bait Yxkao.

— B TakoM cry4ae st IpuKaXy UMIEPCKOMY JIEKApPi0 OCMOTPETh Te0si, — MPeAsIoxKuiI JIyHbaHb.

Bau Yxkao 3amaxasn pyKaMu:

— He ctour 6ecnokoicTs!

ka0 XyalI[3u MATKO YIIBIOHYIICS.

— I1o npaBpe roBops, 5 ¥ caM B IIOC/IefHEE BPeMs YBIIEKCSI MEeIULIMHON. BOT TOMBKO IPAaKTUKY He
XBaTaerT... [louemy OB MHE CaMOMY He IIPOBEPUTH TBOU MYIbC? 3a00HO U MOTPEHUPYIOCE.

Bech 3a/1 0671€eTYEHHO BEITOXHYI.

VimmepaTop OBIIT HEBEPOSITHO CKOP Ha yM. Tak U3SIIHO ¥ OBICTPO HalTH pelneHue!

Boait Yxkao Toxke o6pamoBasics. OH TOJIBKO U JyMall O TOM, Kak ITofo0paThCs K TOCyaaplo, ¥ TYT TaKas
ynaua!



— JI19 MOOmAHHOr0 3TO BEJIMKAs YeCTh!

Yxkao Xyaul3u KUBHYIIL.

— Torga mopmoumu OmuXe.

Mononou 4enoBeK BHIIIEN U3 CBOET0 yrija u CTall IOOHUMATLECA II0 CTYIIEHSM K TPOHY.

I ecsTKY Tap T1a3 CIeJUIM 3a KaXKIbIM ero JBruxkeHueM. Eciu Ovl He yTpeHHHEe OTKPOBEHHS
CuCTeMBl, HUKTO U HUKOT{Ia He MOAMYCTHI OBl BPaXKeCKOTO JIa3yTYhKa TaK OJIM3KO0 K CBSIIEHHON
ocobe. Bce mOHMMaNK: 3TOT CaMO3BaHeIl — CHUJIbHEIM BOMH, ¥ €CJTH OH PEIIUT HAlacTh, CTpaxa
IIPOCTO He YCIIeeT CpearupoBarTh.

[Tog mpucTanbHBIMU B3TJISIHAMU OH OIYCTHJICS Ha OOHO KojeHO nepefn Yxkao Xyauizu. OH IPOTAHY
IIPaBYIO PYKY U ClieTKa OTOABUHYJ IINPOKUH pyKaB, 0OHaXas 3amscThe.

HYH'baHb 3aMETHII Ha KOXKeE BBIIIE 3allACThA CTapPkI€, €ABa 3aMETHEIE IIIPAaMEI. Wx neiTanuchk CKPEBITH
OJIG}KIEOfl, HO IIPHU TAaKOM PACCTOAHHUHN CII€bL OBIJIBIX pan OBLIIH OYEBUOHEI.

Pa3Be Mornu OBITH TaKKe IIpaMbl y KaOMHETHOT0 y4éHoro? OmuOKY MMHoHa OBITM Ha TIOBEPXHOCTH,
a OH, HAWBHHIM, BCE eIl€ Bepusl B 0e3yNpeyHOCTh CBOEM MaCKUPOBKH.

Yxkao XyafIHSPI cresnan BUM, YTO HUYEro He 3aMeTuJl. Ero manbiibl KOCHYIINCB HpOXJ'I&I[HOIZ KOXH.
KpaeM rjia3a OH BHUOEJI, KaK HIIIKOH CBEPJIUT B3rJIAO0M UX PYKH, IMXO0PAJO0OYHO coo6pa}Kaﬂ, Kak OBl
YCTPOUTH 3TO «PYKOIIOXKATHE» ITIOHATYPaJIbHEE.

MuUHUCTPHL TOXKE 3aTauu AblxaHue. Pyka uMnepaTopa Oblta 6e3ynpedHa: ATUHHBIE, O€Ible MasbIbl C
YETKO OUepUeHHBIMU cycTaBaMu. OOBIYHO HUKTO HE CMEJI TaK OTKPHITO Pa3TJIsiABIBATh PYKU
rocynaps, u JIUIIb cefidac MHOTHE 0CO3HAJIM, HACKOJIBKO OHU KPAaCUBHL

Yxkao Xyaflu31/1 He JiIrall — OH ﬂeﬁCTBHTeHBHO CMBEICJIUJI B MEJUITNHE.

[TomoxxuB fBa Masblia Ha 3ansacTbe Bay YKao, OH MOYyBCTBOBAJI CUJIbHEIM, YBEPEHHBIM PUTM. Takou
IIyJIbC MOT OBIThH TOJIBKO Y UesioBeKa, [OITHe TOObl U3HYPSIBLIETO ce0sl TPeHUPOBKaMU. A JTa3yTUUK,
oX0Xke, ¥ He 00s17Ics pa300iaueHus.

Cnyctsa munyTy JIyHbaHb Hayasl MeJIeHHO YyOUpaTh PYKY.

B 3TOT MOMEHT I0HOIIIA TOXKE CTall OTBOOUTEL CBOI0. Korma ux masbIlbl MOYTH Ppa30I1incCh, OH eaBa
3aMeTHO COTHYJI CBOM, Ha MI'HOBEHHUE IIepeIrjieTasa uX C IIaJibllaMyi KUMIIepaTopa. KOpOTKOG, II04YTHU
HEeOYTHUMO€ KaCaHre — U PYKHU PA30IIIKUCE.



Boaii Yxkao He ymepakKancs ¥ BCKUHYI B3rIa0 Ha Ykao Xyauisu. MMnepaTop ToxkKe CMOTPET Ha HETO.

BCTpeTI/IBH.II/ICb C HUM T'Jla3aMH, I0OHOIIIa BCIIOMHHII, 9YTO IOAOaHHOMY He II0JIO2KEHO CMOTPETH B JIUIIO
IIPAaBUTEIIIO, U TYT XK€ IIOCIIeIHO OIIyCTHII I'OJIOBY.

Yxkao Xyaul3u Toxe 0TBeJI B3IJIAL.

OH BIepBHIe TOCMOTpPeN Ha Bait Uxkao no-HacTosameMy. [IycTh 3TO OIUIOCH IUIIL MUT, HO OH YCIIET
3aMEeTUTh, KAKUMHU SIPKUMHU U JKUBHIMU OBITA 9TU TEMHBIE T'1a3a. B HUX CKBO3WJIO HEYTO CTPAHHO
3HAKOMOE.

[[To3mpaBnsieMm xocta! 3aganue BeimonHeHOo! Ouyky mmuoHa: +1! Cerogus yrpoM Bau 2Kao copseTcs ¢
KayeJied U cjoMaer Iero!]

[Ax ma, y BaC 0CTajI0Ch BCET0 MSATHAAIATE MUHYT. He 3KelaeT /i1 XOCT BEPHYTLCS U TPOBEPUTH?]

— Batre BenmnyecTBo, y IOAAAHHOTO... BHE3AIIHO CXBaTUJI0 XKUBOT! IIpomry npowmexus!

He pmoxupasch 0TBeTa, I0HOIIA COpBaJiCA C MeCTa u nyneﬁ BBEIJIETEII U3 3ajla.

Omn 6Gexas Tak GBICTPO, UTO HU Y KOTO HEe OCTaJI0Ch COMHEHUH B €TI0 IOATOTOBKE. TeroXxpaHuTenn
UMIIEpaTopa ¥ TeHepabl, HCKYIIEHHbIE B 60eBHIX UCKYCCTBAX, CPa3y MOHSIIH: OH UCIIONb3yET
TEXHUKY IIUHTVH.

Ykao XyalI[3u MeJIEHHO YNBIOHYJICS U TTOKa4all rOJI0BOM.

— Te, KTO mmocia ero K HaM IINHAOHUTE... JIIOOU, TOJIKHO 6I:ITB, BechbMa OecCIleyHEIe.

— MoxeT ObITh, Y HUX ITPOCTO He OBIJI0 BEIOOpA? — Mpennonoxkui KaHiyep E.

— W To BepHo. HaliTu yenmoBeka, Kak OBe KaIlJIi BOOBI ITOX0KEr0 Ha MUHUCTPa Ba#t — penkas ymaya.
Ipyroi 6B He CMOT 3aHSTh 3TO MECTO, — IOANAKHYJ KTO-TO U3 TOJIIIH.

Yxkao Xyaflu31/1 OOJIT'O MOJI4YaJl, a 3aTeEM TUXO CIIPOCHII:

— Iloxox, roBopute”?
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BribexxaB 13 [IBOpIlA, OH YBUEI KOHIOXA, BeIyIIero KoHs. He pa3gyMbIBasi, OH BCKOYHUJII B CEMITIO.



— Oponxy Ha BpeMs, Omarogapio! — KPUKHYJ OH Ha XOfy.

W, mpumnopuB CKakKyHa, OH BUXPEM ITpOMYaJICs Yyepe3 [IBOPIIOBLIE BOPOTA.

Kon1ox mo6ieHesn Kak CMepTh U GPOCHUIICS BIOTOHKY, HaipEIBAsI TOPJIO:

— 9T0 XKe UMIIEPATOPCKUY KOHB! DTO CMePTh, BH CNbIIuTe?! CMepTHAsA Ka3Hb!

Ho Bcaguuk YZKe CKPHIJICA 3a ITIOBOPOTOM. CeKny[a — " OT HEro He OCTaJIOCh OaXKe IIbIIIN.
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