— O, Kako¥u 61aropogHbIi TOpsB! MHE MIOOOMBITHO, YTO THI 3a CYIIECTBO? UTO 3aCTAaBUIIO TOTO
IIUINHS TakK HepBHUYaTh? — 2KeHckas [Torubensb HampaBuia cepn Ha Cso Lu.

— He xopu! — Cros fus, yBuzes, Kak Csio Llu BcTaeT u HanpaBsgeTCd K JeMOHHUIIe, CXBAaTUII €0 3a
Kpau OfleKObl.

Csio LIz mokayaJst rojioBo#, HaCTOMYUBO IIPOMAOJIKas ABUKeHue, a 2KeHnckas [Torubenb mprkasana
CBOMM IIOJYMHEHHBIM OTIYCTUThL PeOeHKa, [TOCyie Yero IpucTaBuia cepl K mee Cso 1lu, yrpoxaroie
IIPOU3HECH:

— [Tokaxwu CBOI0 UCTUHHYIO (popMy!

— Mos uctuHHas GpopMa Takas ke, Kak y Hero. Mul 00a HUIMHYA, OH MOM MJIaAIIAK OpaT, MO3TOMY U
OEeCIIOKOUTCS 3a MEeHS, — CIIOKOHHO oTBeTun Cso 1u.

FO# Ly, ycmeimias 9To, CKpuBuUica. «4to 3a uymb! KTo 6ecrokouTcs 3a Te0s1!» X0Ts OH Tak AyMarl,
HO BCe e CTHUCHYJI 3yOhl, IPUCTAJIbHO ciiefisi 3a ceproM 2KeHcko [Torubenu, omacasich, 4ToO
IEeMOHHUIIA B MOPHIBE IPOCTH JTUIIAT MIMIIepaTOPCKOTO LUINHS TOJIOBHI.

— TrI He Tak IpocT, Kak Kaxembcsa! — Kenckas [Torubens crerka ynslOHynach. — ['OBOPST, B
HebecuomMm LlapcTBe cpenu CBSIIEHHOr0 KilaHa LIMIuHb €CTh OOUH, KTO MOXKET 3alllUTUTh
MMIIepPaTOPCKYIO BIACTh Hafl TpeMsl MupaMu. Ecu 3amonyduTh ero, MOXKHO 00pecTy BIacTh Haf
BCEMHU TpeMs MupaMu. K Tomy ke, TOBOPST, YTO 3TOT MMIepaTOpCKui IUIuHEL 00/1ailaeT KPOTKUM
HpaBoM. [lyMalo, eCi UCI0Ib30BaTh Te0sl B KauecTBe 00MeHa, OH COTJIaCUTCS, He TaK JIu?

O=Ha 71eroHBKO IIpOBeJia Jie3BueM cepra 1o meke Cso 1u.
— Ecnu npenopHecTy aToro MiepaTopckoro munuHsg [JeMmoHundeckoMmy MimmepaTopy, oH 00peTeT

BJIACTh Haf TPEeMsS MUpaMu. XUXU, HaxkKe AyMaTh 06 3TOM yxke Bo30yxkmaeT. UTo CKaxkKelrb?

— JleiCTBUTENbHO, XOPOIINY I1JIaH, — CIIOKOMHO O0TBeTun Csi0 Ilu. — Ho g1 coMHeBaloCh B OGHOM: pa3
HiMmepaTopCKu IUIHHB TaK BaXkKeH U 00/1afaeT CTOIb KPOTKMM HPaBOM, €T0, HECOMHEHHO,
TIIATENIbHO 0xpaHsaioT B HeGecHoM LlapcTBe. Tl AyMaellb, YTO CMOXKeIIb ITOIYYUTh €T0 TakK JIerKo?

— XBactyH! — npomentan i [Tu. «KpoTkuit Hpas, 61uH!»

— Twt u ecTh Km0y, — 2KeHckas [Torubenb poBesia HOTTEM TI0 €T0 uIly. — Tkl 60jiee XUTPOYMEH,
YeM TOT I[UINHB, faXKe IBITaellbCsl UCIBITEHIBATh MeHs. {1 Bce OOJIbIle MHTEPECYIOCh TBOEH
CYIIHOCTBIO — B IIyOMHE TBOEH OYIIM CUSIET OCJIEIUTENbHEIN 3010TOM CBET. THI... THI BElb U €CTh TOT
caMbli IMIIepaTOPCKU LIUIKHD, HE TaK JIu?

XI/ITpaH OEMOHHIIA, KaXKeTCd, YIIOBHUIId HAaMEK.

— Ia, s oH. Tel 0O4eHDb NPOHUIIaTeIbHa, — Cs0 LIy CIOKOMHO IpHU3HAal.



Kenckas [Torubemnb IIPpUITyPHUIIaCh, BHUMATEJIPHO PA3TIAOBIBAA €T0.

— Ecnu TH meiicTBUTENBHO MMIIepaTOPCKUM UINHE, TO TeOs MOKHBI ObLJIA TIIATEIbHO OXPaHITh B
Heb6ecuoMm LlapcTBe. [ToueMy XKe TH TaK JIeTKO IosiBUiics B HuxkHeM Mupe? STO JOByIIKa?

— 3a Tteicsiun 1eT HebecHoe LlapcTBO HUKOTa HE CO3aBajio HUKAKOW 0CO00M «3aIlMUThI» MJIsS
HMnepaTopckoro nuinHs. 3Haelns, noueMmy? — capocun Cso 1u.

— Xm? — XKenckast I[Torubensb, K CBOEMY YOUBIEHUIO, 3aMHTEPECOBAIaCh.

— [ToToMy 4TO B 3TOM HeT HyXKfkl, — Ha nuie Cso Ly mosiBuiIack CIIOKOMHas yiIbOKa, U B TOT XKe
MUT OH BHOBb STBHJI CBOIO MMIIEPATOPCKYIO MOIIb B MUPE JTIIOMEH.

OcnenuTenbHBIN 30JI0TOU CBET MTHOBEHHO 03apHUJI BCe BOKPYT, 3all0JIHUB BCE CEMb YPOBHEM [larombl
Ycmupenus [Oym. CBeT, UCXOOAIINU OT IIarogbl, OCBETUII TOYTH BeCh ['opop LI3uHbCI0. 3a7, ele
HeJJaBHO HaIlOJIHEHHBIN JeMOHWYECKOW aypoii, Tenepb OB IIEPETIONIHEH CUSHUEM, OT KOTOPOT0
HEBO3MOXKHO OBITIO OTKPHITH I'/Ta3a. Bce HU3IME OeMOHBI, KOCHYBIIMECS 3TOT'0 CBeTa, MTHOBEHHO
HMCYE3JIi, CIIOBHO OBIM!

— Aaa! Thl...!! — XKenckas [Torubenb, Haxogusinasics 6muxe Bcex K Csio Ly, momyunia cCunbHbIe
02KOTH OT ero cBeTa. HecMOTps Ha CBOIO MOIIlh, TI0JIOBUHA €€ Tefla Oblyla 0003KK€eHa, ¥ OHa yIlaja Ha
3eMJII0, IIBITAsICh PYKOM 3aIIUTUTHCS OT CBETA U Pa3rIsfeTh UCTUHHBIN 00K Csio LIu.

— Ilepepaii cBOMM TOCIIOAaM, YTO €CJIM OHU XOTSIT 0OPECTH BBICIIYIO UMIIEPATOPCKYIO BIACTh, IyCTh
IPUOYT ¥ MOKJIOHATCS MHE, — X0JI0gHO nIpousHec Csgo Lu. — {1 — Bonmomenue Binactu! Ecnu oHM
XOTST 3aCIyKUTh MO MUJIOCTB, ITyCTh [I0JI0KAT CBOI FOPHOCTh K MOoUM HoraM! [TocMoTpuM, 4TO
CUJIbHEee: TOPHAOCTh Balllero BEICOKOMEPHOT'0 Pofia HEMOHOB UIIM UCKYIIEHUE BIaCThIO!

— Aaa! — JlemoHuIIa 3aKpryasna, Tak Kak CBET, UCXOOAIINU 0T UMIIepaTOpPCKOro NUINHS, pa3pylian
€e IeMOHUYECKYI0 SHEPTHIO, U ee TeJl0 OCTEIIeHHO Cropaso. 3a ThHICAYY JIeT HUKTO He MOT ChenaTh C
Hel mogo0Horo!

Cros dup u H0# [y ToxKe He MOTJIM OTKPBITH I'lla3a U3-3a IPKoro ceeta. B motoke ceeta Cios ®3HbL
IIOCTEIIeHHO MPUHSAT YeJloBeueCcKui o0nuK. Koryma cBeT yTuX, ¥ OHM CMOTJIA CHOBA BU[IETh, OHU C
yaouBIieHNeM 00HaPYKWUIM, YTO 3alIUTHEIM Gaphep B ['opone LI3uHbCIO epecTa geicTBoBaTh, 1 Cio3
®sub Gosbllle He OBLI TOAABJIEH, eMy 0OJIbIlle He HY2KHO OBLIO IIpeBpallaThCA B MaeHbKYIO JIUCY.

Y noguoxus momocTa 2Kenckad ITorubennb nexasna, ensa xusasg. O00XKKeHHasI CBAIEHHLEIM CBETOM
IIUJIMHS, OHA [laXKe He CMOTIJla CONIPOTUBIISITHCS, U ITOJIOBUHA €€ Tesla Obla MOYTH IOJTHOCTHIO
YHUYTOXKEHa, TPeBPaTUBIINCH B KpPOBABOE MECHBO, Ha KOTOpoe Oblyio 601bHO CMOTPEeTh. Ho OHa ele
He UCIYCTHUIIa OyX, XPUIIJIO IIPOU3HECH:

— THL... THL... UMIIepaTOPCKUM IIUNIKMHb... KaK THI IIOCMETL... ST YMPY... HO [|eMOHUYECKUN MUD He
ocrtaBuT 3T0 Oe3 oTBeTa!



WmnepaTtop LIUKHEB C 30/10THIMU T'JIa3aMU CMOTPEII Ha Hee CBBICOKA.
— THI He yMpellsb.
— Xa-xa... He IyMay, YTOo TBOS KaJIOCTh Ha MeHs nopeicTByeT! Ecnu g He yMpy, s 06513aTeNIbHO

otoMminy Tebe! d monoxy [JeMoHndyeckoMy MmMmepaTopy o TBoeM ockopbienuu! — [leMoHHUIIA
IIOJHSTIA TOJIOBY U U3 MOCTIETHUX CUJI IPOIIUIIENIA B CTOPOHY LIUINHS.

— Xex, KaK TPOraTeabHO, YTO TH TaK npefpaHa emy! — Cso Ly mpe3puTenbHO YIRIOHYICS, U 9TO
BhIPaKEeHUeE JIMIla PA303JIMII0 AEMOHHUITY, HO OHA, CJIOBHO MHIIIIb, YBUAEBIIas 3Mel0, He MOTJia
IIOIIEeBEJIUTHCH.

Cro3 dHb, CTOSIBIINY PSAAOM, CKa3all:

— Cs0 LIy, HUKTO He BHEPXKUT TBOETO MOKJIOHA. [IpOCTO MOKIOHUCH €H, M OHa YMpeT. 3a4eM Tak
YCIIOXKHATH?

Cso Llu mocmoTtpen Ha Ci03 fHs, U ero BIaCTHBIY B3TJISA[ 3aCTaBUJI TOT'O COOPOTHYTHCS.

— JIeMOHEI HEe TOCTOMHEI MOET'0 IIOKJIOHA.

O# lTu gmoOaBumn:

— Huzmme gyxy ¥ 0eMOHBI He BEIIEPKUBAIOT €T0 IIOKJIOHA, HO Te, KTO 00j1afjaeT BLICOKOW CUJIOHN,
MOTYT BBIXKUTh. He maii cebg 0OMaHyTh, OH IPOCTO OOUTCS, UTO HE CIIPABUTCS C 9TOM HEMOHUIIEN.
Csio Llu oTBen B3TIsAA ¥ Mpomokuil gorpoc 2KeHckoit [Torubenu:

— Pa3 T Tak mpegaHa cBoeMy [leMoHHYeCKOoMYy MMmepaTopy, s X04y y3HaTh, HACKOIBKO T'TyO0KO

MOKeT OBITh MPEJaHHOCTh NEMOHOB.

— He gymali, 4To CMOXKeIllb 3aCTaBUTh MEHS CIIOMaTh IIPU IIOMOIIM NHITOK! f ckopee ympy! —
2Kenckas [Torubenb, BepHast CBOel NeMOHHUYECKOM Ipupoe, naxe OyAy4H B IJIEHY, IPOIOJIKaja
KpU4aTh, IPEANOYnuTasi CMEPTh MOPaKEeHHUI0.

Csio Llu ycMexHYIICS:

— TIBITKM — 3TO HU3KUMU METOn, KOTOprI;I IIPUXOOUT B I'OJIOBY TOJTBKO TAKMM HEPA3BUTHIM JE€MOHAM,
Kak Thl. Pa3 B1acTb — 3TO IIPUBUJIETHUSA, DaHHAA MHE He6eC8MI/I, g IIOKaXKy Te6e, 49TO TaKoe
HaCToO4dIlad BJIaCThb.

Croo fub u Cr03 ®3ub, Habmomas 3a BEICOKOMEPHEIM IToBefieHreM Csio LIy, omuH BhIpazKal
npe3peHue, opyrou — HegoyMenue. Cros ®aub cupocun HOu Lu:

— Y10 0oH cobupaeTcs OenaTh?



FO#1 Ly oTBepHYJICS U QBIPKHYIL:

— CaMy10 IIOAJyI0 Belllb Ha CBeTe!

— Heyxenu oH...?! — C103 dHb B3OPOTHYI, €0 JIUI0 TIOKPACHEJIO OT THeBa. — YTO OH coOupaeTcs
coenatn?!

OH SIBHO TIOHSJI BCE HEeIIPaBUIIBHO.

FO# Ly exupgHO yIIBIOHYIICS:

— KoHeuHO, OH chernaeT TO, UTO yMeeT Jy4iile Bcero. Kak TH iyMaelllb, YTO MOXKET CHeJlaTh TaKou
XBACT/IUBBIN IIUINHE?

Cro9 dHb mOYyBCTBOBAJ, KakK ero cepple Hayano OUTHCS Yallle, ObIXaHUe Y4aCTUIOCh, U B €T0 T0JI0Be
BO3HHUKJIa KapTuHa, Kak Cso LIy u3nesaetcs Hapn XKenckoi [Torubenbio. OH BHE3AITHO Pa303JIUIICS:

— Kakoit xxe oH Mep3kuit! 4 He Oymy CMOTPETh Ha 3TO OTBPATUTEILHOE 3penuliie!

C 9THMU CJIOBaMU OH Pa3BepHYJICS U UCYe3 3a OBEPhIo 3aa.

— O%, g BCero JIUIIb CKa3all 3TO0, a OH yXKe HellpaBUJIbHO MOHJ! Kakou XKe OH BCHbIIbUUBEIY! — FO1
Llu, cmpoBorupoBaBimui Cio3 JdHs, MPUTBOPHUIICS, OYATO HUYETO He IIPOU3OIILIIO.

Csio Llu cnerka ynelOHYyIICS, He oOpallias BHUMaHUS Ha 37100HYy0 myTKy F0# Lu. OH nogHAn
non6oponok 2Kerckoit [Torubeny, 3acTaBUB ee CMOTPETh €MY B I'/la3a:

— JleB4YOHKa, 5 paccKaxy Tebe, UTO TaKOe HACTOSIas BIacTh. ITO OTPOMHOE YIOBOJILCTBHE OT
rocropcTBa. HebGeca manu MHe aOCOMIOTHYIO cuiy BiacTu! CTOUT MHE TONBKO ITPUKa3aTh, U HUKTO HE
CMOXKeT MHe IIPOTUBOCTOSATE! Heyxkemnu Thl, Takas MaJIeHbKasl, JyMaelllb, YTO CMOXKeIllb OPOCUTh
BBI30B MO€H BIIACTH?

Kenckas [Torubenb, BHIHYKAeHHAas CMOTPEThL €MV B I'/la3a, yeM Ojuke oHa Oblla, TEM CUIIbHEE
ollyIllajia HEBUIUMOE [aBlIeHUE, UCXOLdllee 0T Hero. Ee mylla MoCTeleHHo pa3pylianach of 3TUM
IaBJIeHNEM, KOTOPOe Ka3al0Ch BCeOOBEMITIOMINM, ITPOHU3EIBAIOIINM BCIO BCEJIEHHYI0. TO OBIIO
y2KaCHO€e 4yBCTBO, KOTOPOE MOTJIO CBECTH C yMa. [Jaxe cTpax nepen [leMoHnyeckuM MMmepaTtopoM
He MOT CPaBHUThHCS C 9TUM. BHe3anHo 2KeHckas [Torubesnb mo4yBCTBOBala yxKac, Kak 6yATo ¢ camMoro
POXKMIEeHHUS B ee fyllle OIS 3aJI03KeH CTpax Iepel 3TUM CyIIeCTBOM, U Telleph BCe ee CKPHITHE CTPaXu
BHIPBAJIMCh HapPyXKy, YCUIUBIIUCH B eCATh pa3!

[orioc He MOT TPOM3HECTH HU 3BYKQ; IaJIbIIbl HE MOTJIU IIOIIEBEIUTLCS; I'la3a He MOTJIA OTBECTH
B3IJISI]; HaKe MBICIIM ITOCTETIEHHO 3aMUpally, YXOHs B HAKyfa... HeT, HeT, HeT!
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