Ho ou He 3ameTun, kak LIuHb YKaH, eqBa OH BOIIIE]], PEe3KO0 3aTauJl AbIXaHUE, CJIErKa OTBEJI B3TJIAMO, a
KOHYHKH €T0 YH.IeI;I Ha4allkd eJBda 3aMETHO KPAaCHETh.

Yy FOacu, ofeBUINCh, TOAOIIEN U IOTPOTal ero pykKy, y0euBIINCh, YTO OHA HEe XOJIO0OHAas, II0C/ie Yero
JIEHUBO TIPUCEIT PSIOM, MEJIEHHO BHITAIIMIT U3-3a CIIUHBI MYLIUCTHIN XBOCT, BLITED €T0 ¥ Havas
AaKKYpPaTHO PacuyechiBaTh.

Luub YkaH gyMall, 4To, I€PEeOdeBIINCh, TOT YCIIOKOUTCS, HO, IOMHSIB T'7la3a, CHOBA YBUMAEN 3TY
CIIeHYy. YTOJIOK ero pTa fiepHyJCs, HO OH cliepKaJicsi, He II0Ka3aB CBOMX YYBCTB, ¥ He 3HaJI, UTO
CKa3arTh.

IJTa N1acka... HeWCTBUTEIbHO JTI0OUT PAacyeChBaTh IEPCTh... HO B mMPOIIIEIN pas, Korma OH TPOTall ee
IYLUIUCTHIM U MSATKUAN XBOCT, 3TO OBIJIO IEMCTBUTEIHHO MIPUSITHO.

‘-Iy KOscu, 3aKoHUMB pacC4deCrIBaTh CBOU XBOCT, 3aMeTuJI, 4TO LluHb YKaH CIHUIIKOM THUX. MOpl"HYB, OH
PEeInII CHOBa PaCCMENINTE €r0 U BCIIOMHHII IIPO TOr'0 KPOJIKKaA.

OH moMHUJI, KaK B mpounkii pa3 Luap YkKaH JONTo TIafuil ero B 00IuKe Jacku. MoXKeT, OH JTIO0UT
TaKUX MaJIeHbKUX 3BEPbKOB?

Yy FOacu cuphITHYJ C KPOBATH, IIOMOIIENT K Ky4Ye OfeK/bl, BRITPSIXHYJI OTTYMa APOKalllero KpojauKa H,
CXBaTUB €T0 3a YIIU, C 3HTy3ua3MoM IpoTsaHyn Luas YxkaHy.

— XyamuxaH, Tebe HpaBaTCs Kpoiauku? Ecnu xo4elb, MOXKEeITh OCTaBUTh ero cele.

Luub YkaH 3aMelIKacs, yxke codupasch IOTJIafuTh KPOJIKKa, HO TOT, UCIIYTaBUIUCh, PE3KO
IEePHYJICS, COPHITHY Ha TI0JT ¥, K HECYACTbhI0, YOAPHUIICS ITepeIHUMHU 3y0aMu, TIOCTIE YET0 Cpas3y XKe
3aIlIaKar.

— JlapHO, S BCe e MPeNnoYuTa TOT0, YTO OBLI B IIPOIIUIEIA pPas...

Yy KOacwu, yBunes, kak Llunb UxkaH Monya yopas pyKy, B rjla3aX MeJIbKHYJI 37I0M OTOHb, ¥ OH CEPOUTO
IIOCMOTpEJ Ha KPOJIUKa.

— Xopot110, TOTAa 3TOr0 OCTaBUM Ha CYII.

He BuHEM MeHS 3a KECTOKOCTh, 3TO ThI CaM He OIIeHHUJI MOEro XKeCTa, OCMEJIUBIINCH IIHYTb MOETro
YeJIOBEeKa.

KpOHI/IK OPO02KaJl, CJIE€3kl KallaJIk Ha IIOJI. ‘{y KOscu, He BBIpaXKas 9MOITHH, IIOCMOTPEJI Ha HETO, CBsA3aJl
" BBIGpOCI/IJ'I Ha yJInny, OCTaBUB TdK Ha BCIO HOYb.



Ha cnepmyroiee yTpo, KoTfa efBa 3aHsamach 3aps, a Llukb YxkaH eme cman, Yy KOacu Tuxo cies ¢
KPOBATH, B3sJT 0JI0r0 KPOJIMKA, KPEIIKO CBSI3aHHOTI0 Ha MaJke, ¥ OTIIPABUIICS C HUM BO ABOP. ['nsms
Ha ero 3aIlaKaHHbIE TJIa3a, OH OBUI COBEPIIEHHO CIIOKOEH.

— XBaTHUT IIJTaKaTh. YMEPETh OT MOUX PYK — He TakKoe yXK 60JbIllIoe HecyacThe.

Il macKu CheCTh KPOJIMKa Ha 06efl — 0ObIYHOE [elio.

BrIKMBaeT CUIbHEUIIINM — 3TOT IIPUHITAII 1;‘Iy HOacwu, HpO}KI/IBI_HI/Iﬁ OB€ 2KMU3HH, IIOHUMaJl KaK HUKTO
EPYFOfI. Ho x ero YOUBIJIEHWIO, KPOJIKK 3aTrOBOPHUJI I'OJIOCOM HOHYBSpOCJ'[OfI OEBYIIIKH.

— Vyy, s He HecuacTHa, HO ¥ yMUPaATh He X04Y, OTIIYCTH MeHS.

CamMmxka?

Yy FOacu HaxMypuics, He 0XKumas, 4To IoMMall ellle He BHIPOCIIYIO CAMKYy KpOJiMKa. B mpuHIuIe,
7lacKa He BereTapuaHKa, ¥ CheCTh KPOJIMKa ObIT0 OBl €CTECTBEHHO, HO, CITyINas, KaK [eBYIIKa MIaveT,
OH He CMOT PeIIUThCS Ha 3TO.

JlagHO, OH He HYXKIAeTcs B 3TOM KyCKe Msca, B KpalHEM CjIydae, [T033Ke 3aBefleT HECKOJIBKO KYP.

— 4 mory He y6uBaTh Tebs, HO MHE HYKHO TBOE JEMOHUYECKOE SMPO.

Kponuk, ¢ KpaCHBIMM TJIa3aMH, CMOTPEJ Ha HEero, TOTOBHIM 3alIaKaTk.

— 3abpaTh Moe IEMOHUYECKOE SIPO — BCe PAaBHO YTO yOUTH MeHs! Be3 Hero s He CMOTy
IIpeBpaniaThCs B YenoBeka. K ToMy xe, s Takas ciabas, 3aueM Tebe Moe Sapo?

Yy FOscu MpavyHO IIOCMOTPEIT Ha Hero ¥ TMXO0 CKa3ar:

— MHe HYXKHO CITaCTH YejioBeKa. He 3Hai, MOMOXKET JIX 9TO, HO S HOJIKeH mornpoboBaTs. Ecimu TBoe
SIIPO He IMOOOUMET, ...

KpOHI/IK, YCIIBIIIIAB 3TO, BOAPYT OKUBUJICSA, YIIIX MITHOBEHHO BCTAJIM TOPYKOM:

— THI X04enb CHacTH XKHUBOTO UIIM MEPTBOTO?

Yy KOacu, HaXxMypHBIIKUCH, TOTPSIC €T0 3@ YIIH:

— KoneuHo, K1BOTO.



B rnasax 0e0ro KpojuKa BCIIEIXHY A HafeX/aa, ¥ OH IOMHSI JIANKY, YMOJISS:

— He y6uBait mensi! Moe sapo Te6e He momoxkeT! {1 3Ha0 YeroBeKa, KOTOPHIM MOXKeT Tebe ITOMOYb!
OcTaBb MeH$ B XKUBHIX, U 51 OTBeXy TebOs K Hel!

I‘Iy KOscu, cknoHuB T'OJIOBY, B3BE€CHJI KPOJIKKA B PyKe, OIIyIlasa €ro He0OJIbIIIoM BeC, U 3aKonebacs.

— ToT, KOTo g X04y CIIacTH, TH BUAEJIa Buepa. Y Hero MOBPeXKAeHH I'jla3a ¥ HOTH, OObIYHEBIE JIIOON He
CMOTYT ITOMOYb. 3HAaKOMEIN Tebe YeI0BEK CITPAaBUTCS?

Bernbiil kponuk sHepruyHo KuBHys. Yy KOacu, onycTus riasa, I0CMOTPETI Ha HeTro, II0CJie Yero,
CJenysl eTo YKa3aHUAM, NIPUIIEN K CKPHITOMY 0COOHSKY B ropozie. Kak pa3 B 3TOT MOMEHT OH YBUJEJ,
KaK U3 Hero BhlOeXKana XeHIUHA, ofeTas B 6eyoe, CJI0BHO HEO0KUTEIbHUIIA, HO C BEIpaXkeHNEM
TpeBoru 1 6ECIIOKOMWCTBA Ha JIHIIE.

YBupes nurio xkenumuel, Yy FOacu 3aMep Ha MecTe, a OHa, Ka3anoch, Oblyla KpaiiHe B3BOTHOBaHA, HO,
00€epHYBIINUCH U YBUOEB €T0, a TaKXKe CBI3aHHOTO Ha ITajKe KPOJIMKa, TOXKe 3aCThijla B U3YMJIEHUH.

— 9TO THI?

— Cs10u3HB?!

Yy FOacu B II0Ke CMOTPEJ Ha XKeHIUHY reper co0oit. ITo Oblyla He KTO WHas, KaK JIeKaph YKyT),
KOTOPYIO OH TaK [JOJITO MUCKAJ, a XKEeHIHA, B CBOIO0 04Yepeb, C YOUBJIEHUEM IPOU3HECTIA YbE-TO UMSI.

Yy FO0acu 3aMep, a 3aTeM YCMEXHYJICS, MHOTO3HAUUTEJIFHO MTOTPSIC KPOJIMKOM B PYKE.

— IleBy1IKa, MBI CHOBA BCTPETUIKCH. THI 3aCTaBUIa MEeHS U3PSIOHO MOTPYOUTLCS, YTOOR! HalTH TeOs.
[Toxoxe, Temeph MBI MOXKEM TIOTOBOPHUTS.

Yxkyrs LI3uHBaHb MOJTYa CMOTpeJIa Ha 0e10T0 KPOIuKa, KOTOPHIH, 3al/laKaHHbIH, He Pelacs
B3TJIIHYTh Ha Hee, M1 HU4Yero He CKa3aJla, JIUIIb XKeCcToM npuriacuna 4y FOacu BouTH BO ABOD.

— Kua3p Cu, Moii oM CKPOMEH, HO He OTKaXKUTe B JII0OE3HOCTHU 3aliTh Ha MUHYTKY.

Yy KOacu cHOBa yCMEXHYJICS, He YOUBUBIIKCDH, YTO OHA Y3HAJIa ero CTaTyC, ¥, B35IB KPOJIMKA, BOIIeNT
BHYTpPB, UYYBCTBYS ce0s Kak fjoMa.

HpOI;IJIH yepes ABOp, OH 3aMEeTHII, 4TO, XO0Ts ycanbﬁa Onlna HEOOJIBILION, €€ IIJTaHKWPOBKA Oplna BeCbMa
M3BICKaHHOM. X0Ts 310ech He OblJI0 6eceqoK 1 MaBUIbOHOB, 3eJIeHas TpaBa U CJIETKa
PpacCKaduBalOIIMEeCsa Kadeln CO3daBalii HellepegaBaeMylo aTMOC(bepy YI0Ta ¥ KPaCOTEI.



Yxkyrs LI3uHBaHb, TPOBOAKB €0 B IOM ¥ YCaAuUB, OPOCHIIa B3TJISO HA JPOKAIIEr0 B YTy KPOJIUKA U C
COXKaJleHueM B3[IOXHYJIA.

— 4 Orina crena, He 3aMeTUB, YTO KHA3b CH yKe He TOT, YTO paHbIIle.

Ee Kponuk ObIST He ITPOCTHIM 3BEPEM, Y HET0 OBIIIH OIpefeIeHHEIe CIIOCOOHOCTH, a eT0 IIOUMKA 1
yIoepxKaHKe, KOTrfla OH Jaxke He Mor y0exkaTb, moka3biBany, 4To Yy FOacu Toxe He OblT 0OLIYHBIM
YEJI0BEKOM.

I'Iy Kacu YCMEXHYJICs, HO HUYEeTr0 He CKa3aJl, JIUIIb CJIETKd IIOKJIOHUJICA.

— 41 xoTen OBl MOMIPOCUTH BAC BRIJIEYUTH OMHOTO HmalueHTa. COryIacHEI JIX BBl MTOMTH CO MHOM?

‘-I}Kyr:-) LI3vuHBaHb HE OTBETHIIA, €€ B3TJISM BCE ellle OBLI IIPUKOBAH K CBA3aHHOMY KPOJIUKY. CHYCTH
HEKOTOpO€e BpeMid OHa CHOBa B3[JOXHYIIA.

— 3ITO0 HECJI0KHO, HO MOM KPOJIMK O4YeHb IYT/IUB U KanpuleH. He Moryu Obl BB CHa4ajia 0CBOOOAUTE
€ro, YTOOB MBI MOTTIX OOCYIUTH IeTaln?

Yy FOacu ycMexHyICcs, HUYero He CKa3aB, ¥ pa3Bs3all BEPEBKU Ha KpoyiuKe. K ero yauBIeHUIo,
KPOJIMK, 0CBOOOMMBINKCH, HE CIELIUTT yOeraTh, a 0CTajCs CUMIETh Ha CTOJIe, He IBUTasiCh, C KpaCHEIMHU
rja3aMy, MOKPHITHIMU ClIe3aMu.

‘-I}Kyre LI3nHBaHb HaXMypHJIIacCh, IMOAOIIIA, B3sJIa €0 Ha PYKH, IIOrjiaguiia I10 yIIIaM M CJIerKa
OT4YHTaJla, HO B €€ I'Jla3aX YUTaJINCh HEZKHOCTE U 3abora.

— TwI Bcerma Tak IIaIUINb ¥ OPOTUIIE T MOIIAJo, Teleph MOoaydusia YPok?

Kponuk B ee pykax B3[pOTHYJI, XXaJl00HO IIOCMOTPEJ Ha Hee, U BAPYT €r0 TEeJI0 OKyTaloCh OesbIM
CBETOM, IIPEeBPATUBILUCE B II0JIYB3POCIIYIO AEBYIIKY C MAJIOBULHOU BHEIIHOCTbIO. C KpaCHBIMU
ry1a3aMu OHa Opocusnach B 00bsATHS YKyra LI3MHBaHE.

— Yyy, cectpa BaHb, 0H GBI TakK KECTOK, XOTEJI CBAPUTb MEHS B CyIle, a BYepa ellle U CIIoMaj MHe
3yOHL...

Yxyra lI3uHBaHbL 3aMepiia, HEBOIBHO pacCcMesiyiach U, OTJIafuB ee 110 T0JI0Be, YCIOKOMIa, IT0Cie
yero nopHsna B3raag Ha Yy KOacu.

— Mos Mnapiias cecTpa HENOCHyIIHa, IPoCTUuTe, KHa3b Cu. Ho pa3 yXK BHI BEPHYJIU ee LeJIou U
HEeBPEOUMOU, 51 TOTOBA IOMOYb BaM.



Yy FO3cu 0KUBHUIICS, BCTAN U TIIYOOKO TOKJIOHUIICS.

— Brnaropapio Bac, 1ekapb Yxyrs.

Yxyra li3unBanb KuBHyIa. CBagsba Uy FOacu Oplna MMPOKO U3BECTHA, U TEIlePh OH IIPOCUII €€
BBIJIEYUTH KOTO-TO. [[J11 KOTO — OBIJI0O 0UEBUAHO.

Ty CunbY3HB Hamyna I'yObl, coOMpasich 4TO-TO CKa3aTh, HO UXKyrs L[3WHBaHb ClleTKa yUIUIHYya ee 3a
IIeKy, ¥ OHa MOoJI4a [IPOTJIOTHIIa CBOU CJIOBA.
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