Baii XaonuHb MIOMHSAN B3rjAn Ha Ma Jlu, YYBCTBY4, 9TO TOT IIBITAETCA €TI0 06MaHy'TI: paiu OeHer. K
TOMY XK€ (1)0T01"pa(1)I/II/I, KOTOPEIE TOT IIOKaA3adJl, HU4ero KOHKPETHOI'O HE TOKA3bIBAJIH.

— YV MeH$ ecTh IOKa3aTeJIbCTBa, YTO OH CBSA3AH C OeJioM Balero orija! — gobasuin Ma JIu, 3aMeTus,
yTto bait XaomuHb He CIUIIKOM eMy BepUT. — IT0 abCONI0OTHEIEe JOKa3aTelhCTBa!

— CKomnbKO TH X0uellb? — bai XaoauHb NIPUCTaIbHO TOCMOTpeN Ha Ma JIu, u3ydas ero BelpaxXxeHue
JIULa.

Bripaxenue nuila Ma JIu He U3MEHUIIOCH, HO €r0 HOT'a Hayajia IoAparuBaTh.

Horu — camast yecTHast 4acCTh Teja. [Ipoxkb 00BIYHO 03HAYaeT HEPBO3HOCTD UJIM PAfOCTh, U B
OaHHbIM MOMeHT bay XaonuHb Pemus, YTO 3TO OYEeBUOHHIYN MPU3HAK «PafoCTHOM HOTH». PafgocTHas
HOTa yKa3hIBaeT Ha TO, UTO YeJIOBEK YyBCTBYET, YTO MOIyYaeT TO, Uero xoueT. OmHAKO, OCHOBHIBASICh
TOJILKO Ha 3TOM, OH He MOT OIpeneuTh, oOMaHkBaeT i ero Ma JIu.

— Ecnu 651 9T0 OB KTO-TO APYTOH, 51 OBl He YCTYNUII HU KOIEUKY U3 OBafIaTU THICAY, HO Cynbs bai
KOTZIa-TO cfenaj MHe fo0poe fmeno. [1oaToMy 5 crienaio BaM CKUIKY B IONIOBUHY. — Ma JIu n3o6pa3un
Ha JIUIe MaKCAMAaJIbHYI0 UCKPEHHOCTb.

— Mory nu s nogyMaTth? Bl 3HaeTe, s TOJIBKO YTO 3aKOHUMII Y4€0Y U ellé He paboTalo. [ MeHs
3Ta CyMMa — He Meno4yb. — Bail XaonuHb cjerka HaxMypHUJICs, CXKaB I'yObl, fejlas BUJ, YTO OH B
3aTPyOHEHUU.

— KoneuHo, KOHe4YHO. — Ma JIu oCIemnso KuBHyII.

— H3BuHUTE, MHe HYKHO B yOOpHYI0. — bail Xaonuus He xoTes1, 4To0H Ma JIu pa3rafas ero MbICIIA
yepe3 HelIPOU3BOJIbHEIE KECTHI, I03TOMY HaIlleJl IPEAJIOT YUTH.

3akphIB 3a co60M mBeph yOopHOH, balt XaonuHb riy00KO BIOXHYII, YTOOB OYMCTUTH Pa3yM, HO PE3KUM
3arax MIHOBEHHO 3aIlOJIHHUI BCe eT0 KJIeTKH, 3aCTaBUB CHOBA 3afiepKaTh [JbIXaHUe.

IecsiTb THICAY I0aHEN, KOHEYHO, OBIIM HeMasiol cyMMoH, Ho Ball XaonuHb BO BpeMs y4EOH B
yHUBepcuTeTe paboTas Haj MCCIefoBaTeIbCKUMU IIPOEKTaMU CBOET0 HaCTaBHUKA, a TaKXKe Y Hero
OCTaJIUCh CTPAxXOBBIE BHIMIJIATH OTIA, TAK YTO OH MOT ce0e 3TO0 103BouTh. OMHAKO OH He MOT IIOHSTS,
Ob11 11 Ma JIu MOILIIEHHUKOM, IIBITAIOIIKUMCS Ha?KUThCSI Ha CMEPTH €ro OTIIa.

Brina 11 cMepTh OTIa JeUMCTBUTENIBHO IION03PUTEIbHOM? 3aKPHIB I'Jla3a, baii XaoaWHb BHITAIUII U3
rIyOuH IaMsITH JaBHIOI 00J1b. XOTS MPOIIJIO y2Ke CEMb JIET, Ta ClieHa IO-MpeXkHeMy CTOsJIa Iepef
rna3amu. O06pa3 0TIla, JIeKallero B JIy>Ke KPoBU, OBLIJT BLITPABUPOBaH B €r0 CO3HaHUH, KakK OyaTo
BbIpe3aH HOXKOM! Ho cKosibKO OBl OH HU [yMaJl, OH He MOT HalTH HAYEro MO03PUTENLHOTO B TOM,
YTO IIPOU3OILJIO HAa MeCTe NPEeCTyIIeHHs.



C mpyro# CTOPOHHL. 3a4yeM MOIULENCKUY TOACTaBUII APYroro YeloBeKa 3a CMePTh oTia? bai
XaonuHb CHOBA 3amyMajics. MoxeT ObITh, U3-3a TOTO, YTO AEJI0 CTAJI0 CIMIIKOM I'POMKUM, a TOJTHULIUS
He MOIJIa HalTH I0J03PeBaeMoro, II03TOMY OHH ITOCIIEINTHO 3aKPHUTH 110, YTOOH n30exKaTh
naBnenus? Het, memo OBIIO 3aKPBEITO Yepes OBa MHS II0CJIe CMEPTH OTIa, ¥ B TO BpeMss CMU He
KPUTHUKOBAJIU TIOJIUIUIO 3a I1JI0X0€e pacciiefoBanue. OH OBICTPO OTBEPT 3Ty TMIIOTE3Y.

MoxeT, 310 Oblsta MecTh? OTell ObIT CYOLEN U HUKOTTIA He TIPOSIBIISI CHUCXOXKAEHUS K
IIPECTYIIHUKAM, II09TOMY Y Hero OBIJI0 MHOTO BparoB. Ho Kakoe OTHOIIEHUE K 3TOMY UMeeT
TIONTUIIEMCKUI? 3aueM eMy CKpBIBATh IIpaBay 0 cMepTu oTia? ITomyuun B3aTKy? Ho 9T0 Ke yOuicTBO
CyObH, KOTOPOE IIPUBJIEKIIO BHUMaHUe 00IeCTBEHHOCTH. MOT NI OfUH NONUIeMCKUY 00/1afiaTh TaKOM
BNacThi0? bait XaonuHb CYENl 9TO MaJIOBEPOSTHEIM.

Korpa Bait Xaonuub ObUT B IIOJTHOM 3aMellaTeIbCTBe, IIyM CHAapPYKH IIPepBasl ero MBICIIH.

— B&I... — romoc Ma JIu moHEccs u3BHE, XOTS ¥ ObIT TUXMM, HO BCE 2Ke pa3IuYuMbIM. Bugumo, y HEero
TIOSIBUJICS] TOCETUTETh.

Bait Xaonuus Konebascs, CTOUT JIK eMy YUTH, 4YTOOH IT03kKe JaTh Ma JIu OTBET, HO CHApyXkKHU
pa3mgancs B3BOIHOBAHHBIM, TOPOILIUBLIY rojoc Ma Jlu:

— Bpart, O6paTaHs, He Hago, He HAJO TaK, MaBad MOrOBOPHM, UTO TH Xouelns? bepu Bcé! Bepu Bcé!!

Otu cnoBa Ma JIu nokasanuck Baii XaonuHio ctpaHHEIMU. OH He ycnesn 00fyMaTh UX, Kak BAPYT
pasgasics TIyxou 3BYK, CJIOBHO IAJIOBIUBEIY PEOEHOK OPOCUII TeTapay B IMy.

Baii XaonuHbs B3OPOTHYJI, €70 MO3T MTHOBEHHO Haydajl HCKaTh HCTOYHUK 3ByKa, HO, KDOME BHICTPEIa,
OH HUYEro He MoOrT IpuayMaTk. To ects Ma JIu youmnu! Bait XaonuHb OBICTPO cIpsATacs 3a
IEepEeBIHHOU ABEPbIO, IPUCIIOHUBIIUCE K CTeHE, TIOKPHITOX TayTUHOMU. B 3TO BpeMsi CHapyXKu
TIOCJTBIIIAJICST 3BYK TPy6OTo 0OBICKA.

Ma JIu MépTB? KTO ero youn? 3auemM? MOKeT, 3TO CBA3aHO CO CMepThio oTia?! Mruicinu Bait Xaonuus
MYauch ¢ OeleHol CKOPOCThIO.

BpeMsi 0CTaHOBUIIOCH, U BCS BCeJleHHAs CBeJlach K balt XaonuHio, CupsiTaBiieMycs: B yOOpHOH, U
XOJIODHOKPOBHOMY yOwuiille CHapyxku!

HeunsBecTHO, CKOJIBKO BPEMEHHU IIPOILTIO0, HO Me[JIeHHbIe Iaru TpuoIu3unuch. «TyK, TyK, TYK».
Bckope 1maru oCTaHOBUIUCH Y iBepu yOopHOii. Bait XaomuHb faxe CKBO3b TOHKYIO IEPEBSIHHYIO
IIBepb TOYYBCTBOBAJI arPECCUBHYIO SHEPTHI0 yOUHIEL. Ero KpoBb CIIOBHO 3aCThUIa, ¥ OH HE CMeJI faxke
IBIIIATS.

Yro menath? UTo menaTh? Y Hero TOUHO ecTh opyxue! Muiciu Baii XaonuHs OBUIH B IIOJTHOM Xaoce,
cepate OMIOCh Tak GBICTPO, CJIOBHO MYasI0Ch II0 CKOPOCTHOM Tpacce. OH C TPYAOM CTJIOTHYJ CIIOHY,



3acTaBisis cebsi YCIIOKOUTHCS, ¥ CXKaJl KyJIaKy, TOTOBSICh JaTh OTIIOP, €C/K yOuiIla OTKPOET OBEPE.

B 3TOT MOMEHT CHapyXku 3a3BOHUII TelledOH, U yOuiilia OTBETHII:

— Bun, Bcé roToBO, ... 5 yKe 3abpall Belly, XU-Xu, pa3Be TH MHe He foBepsiemb? — OH clerka
IPUOTKPHUT ABEPHL YOOPHO!M Ha HECKOJIBKO CAHTUMETPOB.

ba# XaonuHb 3aTpsicCs, TafiloHN €T0 BCIIOTENIU. B TOT MOMEHT, KOrga OH TOTOBUJICS K
COTIPOTHBIIEHMIO, yOUillla, He BhIepKaB 3JI0BOHUS, IIPUKPHLI POT ¥ HOC PYKOH, ¥ IBEPh CHOBA
3akpbiiachk. OH TOBEPHYJICS:

— JleHBr¥" OCTaBhb Ha CTapOM MeCTe, XU-XU, IIPUATHOTO COTPYOIHUYECTBA. — Ero TOH OBITT TAKUM XK€
JIETKUM, KaK 6y11T0 OH TOJIBKO YTO 3aKJIIOYUII BEITOOHYIO CHOETIKY.

EnBa OH 3aKOHYMII, CHapyK¥ Pa3fasics 3BYK OIMPOKUHYTOTO CafOBOTO CTYJIa, ¥ LIaru IOCTETIEHHO
3atuxiu. OgHako bait Xaonuub He paccnabuncs. OH Mo-IIpekKHEMY CTOSITT HACTOPOXKe 3a [IBEPhI0
y6opHo#. [Tpo1io ellé HeKOTopoe BpeMs, ¥, YOeAUBIINUCH, YTO CHapPyKU HUKOTO HET, OH OCTOPOXKHO
TIPHUOTKPHIT OBEPb.

Yepes mens bait Xaonuub yBumen Ma Jlu, nexarrero Ha moiny. KpoBb cTpyunacek u3 ero ynba, o6pasys
JyXKYy Ha 1ojy. Ero rnasa ObIIM IIMPOKO OTKPHITEL, CJIOBHO OH HE MOT IIOBEPHUTH, YTO BCETO 3a ISATh
CeKyH[I BcTpeTuics ¢ AHbmo. Kak u ycmeiman baii Xaonuas, KoMHaTa Oblla TepeBEPHYTA BBEPX
IHOM, HO 3[ieck 0000 Heuero OBITI0 KpacTh, KPOME...

dororpaduu ucyesnu! bait XaonuHb cpa3y 3aMeTHUII, UTO CHUMKH, KOTOPHIE OH TOJIBKO YTO
IpocMaTpuBall, nponanu. Ero Mo3r onycres, ¥ nepBoHadalbHOE HeJoBepre K Ma JIu MTHOBEHHO
IIPEeBPATUIOCh B YyBCTBO BUHHI!

Ma JIu roBopun mpaBny! CMepTh oTia Oblia mofgo3puTenbHo! Cevac KTo-To youn Ma JIu, 4To6b
CKPBHITh IIPaBAy O TOM, YTO IIPOU30LIIO CeMb JieT Ha3ap! bau XaonuHb CMOTPEN Ha IIOCTEIIEHHO
xonopetoiee Teno Ma JIu, He 3Has, YTO fienaTh. Ecnu Obl OH IIOBEPUJ MY, BO3MOXKHO, YKe TIOJTy4HI
Obl IIeHHYI0 UHpOpPMaIuio, 3a Kotopyio Ma JIu 3annatun xu3nsio! Ho ceiiuac, ceitgac... yxe
CJIMIIKOM II030HO!

HeBrIpa3uMoe coxKajleHre 3aIl0JIHUIIO BCE ero CyIIecTBO, HO, YTO OBl OH Telleph HU JyMall, BCE ykKe
peleHo.

Bait XaonuHb 4yBCTBOBAJI, KaK €ro cepile pa3pbiBaeTcs. OH OTCTYNMII Ha [Ba IIara Ha3aj ¥ YBUAEI
10T CTOJIOM IIJTACTUKOBYIO OYTHIIKY C TPOOUTEIM JHOM, Kpasi KOTOPOTO ObIIM clierkKa 000KKeHHBI. ITO,
MOTKHO OBITH, OBII CAMOIEIBbHBIN TTTYIIUTEITh, KOTOPHIM MCII0IH30Ball yOUHIIa.

Tenepsb eqUHCTBEHHOU 3allenKou Obl youiia Ma JIu u nmonuneickuii ¢ pororpaduit! Ho kak HaliTu
UX B 9TOM OTPOMHOM Mupe?



OpHaKo 3amepKUBaThCS 37IeCh OBINIO ormacHo, ¥ baii XaonuHb MOCIEITHO TOKUHYTT HeTEKTUBHOE
areHrctso Ma JIn.

Crapuk, IPUCMaTPUBAIONINI 32 MAara3uHOM Ha IIePBOM 3TaxKe, ApeMaJl epeq TeJIeBU30POM, CJIIOBHO
BCE 3T0 OBLIO JIUIlE cHOM Bai Xaonuud.

BepayBumuch gomoi, bait XaonuHb 3aKphUT IBEPD, X TOIBKO TOTHA €ro HalpsXKEHHbIe HEPBBl HaKOHEI]
paccnabunuck. OH CXBaTHUJICS 3a I'OJIOBY, CXKaBIIUCH Ha TIOJTY, X B €T0 yMe 3Bydasu cioBa Ma Jlu:
«ToT, KTO OBLI IPUTOBOPEH K TOXKU3HEHHOMY 3aKJ/II0UeHUI0, OB BCETO JIUIIL HECUACTHLIM KO3JI0M
OTIyIIEeHHUSs, a HaCTOSIINY yOuiIia 4o CUX IIop Ha cBoOofe».
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