— Jlanp Yxkanb~ 9 ke Te0S pa303Nuil, TaK MPOTOHU MEHS, U S TYT XKe yMYyCh, HE CKa3aB HU CJI0Ba!
— Boit YcsaHb TOBOPUII C MCKPEHHOCTHIO, TOTOBHIH [jake TOK/ISICThCS, TIOAHSB [Ba Nasblia K Heby.

— JTOTIOMHUTENIBHO MATHOECAT pas.

— A? TToromou, Jlanp YXKaHb...

4 xe mpocun Te6st mporHaTh MeHs. CJIOBO «IIPOTOHU» HYKHO 00BSICHATH?

— Eme cro.

— Her-HeT-HeT, g BuHOBaT, Jla#b YxkaHb... f cerdyac xKe BEPHYCh XU HAUHY IIePENNUCHIBATD.

Boaii Ycsaub OB TOTOB pa3phiiaThesl 0T 06unrl. Ecniu mo6aBuTh ellle, OH HUKOTHa He BHIOEpeTCcs U3
6ubNIUOTEKU.

HOHI/IKHYB, OH BEPHYIJICA K CBOEMY CTOJIy, TAXKEJIO OIIYCTHUJICA Ha MATKYIO IIOOYIIKY U C Oeccunuem
B3s51J1 KUCTh.

[TepenuceiBaTh, TPOHOJIKATDH ITE€PEMUCHBATb...

B 6u0nuoTeke CHOBa BOIlapUIacCh TUIIKHA, IPepPhIBaeMast JIUIITh TPOMKHUM IyPIIaHUEM CTPaHHUII,
CJIOBHO Baut YcsiHb IBITaICS UX Pa30pBaTh.

[Tocne Toro xak Bau Ycaub BepHycs, JlaHb BaHI[3u He cpa3y B3SJICS 3a KUCTh.

Ero cBeTsble rnasa X0JI00HO CMOTpPEIIU Ha HaHOGHYIO JIEHTY Ha CTOJIE. JIump CIIyCTsA BpeMd OH
IIPOTAHYII PYKY, B34JI JIEHTY, C2KaJl B JIaAOHHU, X B €r0 B3rjidae MEJIbKHYJIa CIIOKHAsA SMOIUA.

Iens mpotresn OBICTPO.

Ha nepBoM aTaxke 6ubnuoreku LI3uHb ['yaHBsI0 YCepAHO IepenuckiBal IpaBuiia KiaHa JlaHb Bce
YTPO, U €ro 3allsCThs YKe Hadalu HbITh. 3aKOHYUB TPETUM pPa3, OH MOJI0XKHUJI KUCTh ¥ PELIUIT pa3MsTh

PYKH.

Jlanp CHMY9HB CHIEN 3a CTOJIOM HaAllPOTHUB, AepXKa B PyKaX CBUTOK, HO €r0 B3TJIA[ BCe BPEMS CIEOu
3a [[3unb ['yaHbsi0. YBUOEB ero ABUKeHue, Jlanb CUU3Hb IOJI0KHUJ KHUTY U C YIIBIOKOM CKa3al:

— Ecnu ycTan, OTHOXHU HEMHOTO.



— Xoporo, — orBetus L3uns ['yaubs0, 3aTEM, Clerka HaxMypUBIINCE, B3TOXHYI. — 3a LieJioe YTPOo g
TIlepenucan TOJIBKO TpU pa3a. CKONBbKO Xe BpeMeHHU IoTpebyeTcs:, YTOOH CHeaTh THCAYY?

Jlans CH43Hb MATKO YIBIOHYIICS:

— Yxe nporen nensii gedb, A 4o, TH He TOnofaeH?

I3unb ['yaHbs10 Crlerka HakJI0OHUII TOJIOBY:

— Hewmuoro. Moxert, mo3oBeM BaHI3u 1 YCSIHSA IO0ECTH BMECTe?

— Xopor1o, — kuBHyI JlaHb CUY3Hb.

W oHu BOBOEM MOOHSAIUCE 10 JIeCTHUIlE. EnBa OHU CTYIINUIIN Ha BTOpOﬁ 9TaX, KaK YyCJIbIIIaJIn:

— Xa-xa-xa, JIlaup YxkaHb, IIpaBaa KpacruBo? f HapucoBal 3TO, pa3Be He peanucTuyHo? Ju, JlaHb
YxkaHb, T MOKpacHen? CTecHsiembesa? Heyxkemu TH HUKOTIa TAKOT'0 HE BUIEN?

Pucynok? Peanuctuuno? Uto 310? Jlanb CuusHb u 1[3uHb ['yaHbs10 00MEHSINCE BITISIAaMHU, B Tla3ax
KaX/0ro YUTal0Ch HEJOYMEHUE.

— Het! — pa3pancs raeBHbIN KpUK JlaHb BaH1i3u.

Jlaubs Cu4ssb npunogHsna OpoBb. BaHIzu... pa3o3numncsa? C geTcTBa OH ObIT XOJIONEH U PEOKO
II0Ka3kIBaJl 9MOIUH, He TOBOPS yXKe 0 TOM, YTOOb Kpr4aTh. JlaHb CUY3HD MOT TOKJISICTHCS, YTO
HUKoOrma He Bumen Jlans BaHI3H B TAKOM COCTOSIHHUH.

— Het? Kaxk xanb. Hy uto Xk, JlaHb YKaHb, 5 MOTYy HapuCOBaTh A5 Tebs elle. [[apaHTUPYIO OCTphIE
omyieHus! CKOIbKO yTOOHO!

— beccTrigHEK!

— TrI Bce BpeMs MOBTOPSEIIb 3TH CI0Ba, HO, JlaHb YKaHb, TH IIpaBa He BUAEN... Jii-31, He XBaTau!

Yro ke 9T0 Ob1710? JIFOOOMBITCTBO 3@ IBEPHIO TOJILKO POCIIO.

Jlaup CHY5HD HE BBIIEP2KaAI X TOJIKHYII IBEPH, U B TOT 2K€ MOMEHT:



— Yepr, Jlans Yxkaus, He pBu!

— Pppas!

IIBepb OMOMMOTEKY OTKpPHITAcCh, ¥ Jlanb Cuusnsb ¢ LI3uHb ['yaHbsI0 YBUETH, KaK 00PHIBKY OyMaru
pas3yeTamTcs BO BCe CTOPOHEI, CJIOBHO Oejble 6ab0uku, KpyxKauecs BOKpyT Jlanb Bauizu u Bai
YcsiHs, MeJIeHHO OMyCKasiCh Ha IO0JI.

Boaii Yesiab TIOOHSAII PYKH, TIBITASCh IIo¥MaTh OGpHBKI/I, HO UX OBIJIO CJIMIIKOM MHOTO, 1 OH CMOT
CXBATUTh JIUIIIbL HECKOIBKO. HECKOMBKO TUCTOB YIIajiu mmepen Jlanp Cu4YsHEM U LI3uHb ryaH'BHO.

Jlab CHY9HbB, IBUKUMBIi JTI00OIIBITCTBOM, HAKJIOHUJICS, ITOIHSJT HECKOIHKO OOPHIBKOB U, B3TJISIHYB
Ha HUX, pe3K0 U3MEeHUCS B julie. ETo muiio ctano To 61egHbIM, TO 6arpoBEIM, U OH OBICTPO CXKall
Oymary B pyKe, IPeBpaTHUB €€ B Ipax.

— A XyaHb, 4T0 3T0 ObI710? — 1[3uHb ['yaHbsI0 HE yCIEe PaCCMOTPETh U CIIPOCHUI.

Jlaub CHY9HB BBIHABUII YIILIOKY, OOJIBIIIE TIOX0XKYIO HAa TPUMACY:

— A do, nyuie Te0e He BUETE.

[?777]

9TO TOJIBKO YCUIIUIIO €0 JIH0OOIBITCTBO.

TeMm BpeMeHeM Baii YcsiHb, ¢ BRIpaXkeHUEM OTYAsTHUS Ha JIWIe, AepKall HECKOIbKO 0OPHIBKOB 1
XKanoBasica JlaHb BaHI3uU:

— Jlanp YxkaHb, HY YTO THI feaemib? f Tak cTapascs, a Thl IPOCTO ITOpBal 3To! JTO XKe HacTodIlee
BapBapcTBO!

— ... YOupaiics.

Jlanb BaHnzu OpPO02KaJl, ero rojoc OBIJT HU3KHUM U COABJIEHHBIM, THEB y2K€ HEBO3MOXKHO OBIIIO CKDPBEITE.

Bait VcsiHb Ha MIHOBEHHE 3aMep, 3aTeM €ro I'Jla3a 3aropesiuch, U OH PAfOCTHO YIILIOHYIICS:

— Jlaub YKaHb, TH CEepPbe3HO0?

— ... Youpaiics!



— Xopo1110, XOpOIIIOo, g YUAY, g YALY, 1 MacTep yXOOUTH!

Bait VcsiHb ObiT BHE ce6s1 OT pafoCcTu U 00IpO HAIIPaBUIICS K BRIXOAY U3 OMOIMOTEKY, HO Y IBEPH OH
3aMeTHIT BYX OKAMEHEBIIHX JIIOfIeH ¥ BECEesI0 M030POBAICs:

— J#, crapuuit OpaT, cTapiias HeBecTa, Be mpuiumm? CTapiias HeBecTa, oiIeM pa3BiedeMcs?

[I3uHb ['yaHbs10 HEPBHO [EPHYJICA U BHIIAJIUII:

— Hert, ugu cam.

Emle pa3 ¢ HuM cBg3bIBaThCA? HeT yXK, 3TO HaKa3aHUe ellle He 3aKOHYMIIOChH, a eCu N00aBUTh ellle,
TO ceMbs JIaHb ero TOYHO He mpocTuT. KctaTu, Bawt YesiHb, TH, KaxeTcs, 3a0blT 0 IMPOIIUIEIX PaHaX.
Hert, oHu maxe He 3aXKHUJIH, a THl y2Ke HauWHaeIllb CHOBA?

— Iloiimem, molimeM, cTapiasi HeBecTa, 51 pacckaxy Tebe, Kak 1 coOMpPaloCh UCCIIeJOBATh BCE YIOJIKH
O6naunbix ['mybun! — Boaii Ycausb, He obpalllasi BHUMaHUS Ha IPUCYTCTBUE JlaHb BaHusu u JlaHb
CuusHs, 3asBUI O CBOUX I'PAHIMO3HAIX IIJTaHaX.

OpHakKo BHE3AITHO pa3fajiCs CBUCT, X TPOC CBS3BIBAHUS 0€CCMEPTHHIX IIOJIETEN B €T'0 CTOPOHY. B
YcsHb B3APOTHYT U OBICTPO OTIPHITHYII, KpUya:

— Jlanp Yxkans! Thl Ke cka3an MHe yOupaThcsi! Tl HapyIlaelb CBOe CI0BO!

JlaHb BaH13u cocpeioTOUnIICS U OPOCHUTI ellle ONUH TPOC, ¥ OBE BEPEBKU YCTPEMUIIUCEH K HEMY!

Boait YcssHR HEBOJILHO BHIPYTAJICS ¥ Ha4all YBOPAYMBATLCS, YCIEBAs MaXKe HaprCOBATh B BO3yXe
CHUMBOJI, KOTOPBIH yOAPHUII 110 TPOCAM, OTOPOCHB UX HA3a[l.

YBupeB, 94To TPOCH ynanu, Bai Ycsaub nogHsn OpoBb. B mpounkii pa3 OH IPOCTO OB HEOCTOPOXKEH,
HO Temepb OH TOYHO He nomapeTcs! OmHaKo, KakK TOJIBKO OH Hadajl XBacTaThcs, JlaHb BaHusu 6e3
3MOIMH CHOBA IIPUBEJI TPOCH B IBUKEHUE 1 OPOCHII elrle GOoJbIie.,

Baii VcsiHb MTHOBEHHO IepecTart yneibaThes. JIans YkaHb, 3aueM Tebe CTOIBKO TPOCOB CBSI3BIBAHUS
0eccMepTHBIX?!

Ha aToT pas Bait Ycsub He npogepxancs nonro. HeCkonbKo TpOCOB IJIOTHO 06MOTasIu ero,
IIPEBPaTHUB B 0J001e PUCOBOTO KITELIKH.



Boait Ycsaub 3akpuyan:

— Jlawp Yxans! OTonyctu! 9TO yKe CIUIIKOM!

Jlanb BaHL3u MoIYaJl, XOIOAHO TJIsAAsA Ha HETO.

Jlarb CHY9HBL C HEKOTOPOU T'0JIOBHOM 00JIbI0 CKa3al:

— YcsHB, Ha 3TOT pas... 3TO THI IIepelieyl I'PAHUITY.

— Yewm s mepetien rpaHuily? — Bait YcsaHb OblT BO3MYIIEH.

— Kaxk TvI MOT PHUCOBATE... TAKUE Bemu? — Jlanb CHY9HL HE MOT Jaxe IIPOU3HECTH I3TU CJIOBA.

Bait YcsHb mogHsST OPOBb:

— Takwue? IIpocTo BeCeHHNE KapTUHKHU, CTAPIIN OpaT, 4TO TYT Takoro? Heyxkemu B TOXe He
Bupmenu? 4 yxe HeCKOJIbKO JIeT UX CMOTpI0. 2Kasb, UTO BE HE CMOTJIM OLEHUTh MO€ UCKYCCTBO, 51
O4YeHb CTapascs, faxe OeTany mpopaboTarl.

B KOHIIE OH MHOTO3HAYUTEJILHO YIIRIOHYIICS.

Oka3nIBaeTCs, BeCh eHb, XOTS CHadasla OH YCIIOKOUJICS M3-3a UHIUIEHTa C Halo0HOM JIEHTOM.

HeHnapornro, coBcemM HEHAMOITO.

[TotoMm Bait YcsiHb CHOBa Hayasl CKy4aTh, TO JiexKa Ha CTOJle, TO KprHya, 4YTOOH HocafuTh JIaHb
BaH13y, a 3aTeM, OT CKyKH{, Hayajl PUCOBATh.

CHayvaJla OH pHCOBAJl HOpMajbHO: Ou6GIMOTEKY, JlaHb BaHI[3K C ycaMu U IIpaMaMH, a 3aTeM C
TOPIOCTHIO TIOKA3BIBAJl €My CBOM TBOPEHHS.

Bech meHb OH He JaBajl eMy IIOKO0s, Ho JIlaHb BaHI3u 0CTaBasiCsi HEBO3MYTUMEIM, YHUUTOXKAS BCE, YTO
TIOPTHUJIO ero o6pas.

Ho Bau Ycaub He coaBajics, 1 eMy IPHUIUIa Ues: HAPUCOBAaTh BECEHHNE KapTUHKH!

Tak u IIPpOMU30IIJIO TO, YTO OHU YBUOEJIN.



Li3uns 'yansso: [......]

Ternepsb OH NoHAJ, To4eMy A XyaHb CKa3ajl eMy He CMOTPETb.

OH Obl1 611aromapeH ¥ OOMHOBPEMEHHO CMesICS BHYTpHU. A XyaHb Tak 3a00THUIICS O HEM, HO, XOTS OH
IEeMCTBUTEILHO HUKOTIa He BUJIENl TaKUX KapTUH, BRIPOCIINY B TOM MECTe, OH 3HaJI O TaKUX Bellax.
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