— Oii... — CHITY OBICTPO MTPOTSIHYT PYKY, cxBaTUB Csi0 XyaHa 3a pykaB. — Thl 00upmesncs?
Csio Xyan o6epHyJicsi, 6poCUB Ha HETO B3TJISAM, 3aTEM OTTOJIKHYJI €70 PYKY U OTIUXHYJ B CTOPOHY.
Yka3aB Ha (hoHaph, OH CEPOUTO ITocMOTpes Ha CHITY:

— Ecnu on Tebe HpaBuTCS, 3a0upaii ero.

YcnrimaB 9To, CHITY 3acMesiics, ero ria3a Cy3uJIUCh OT yIb0Ku. OH moporien 6auxe:

— Teoi peBHyemb? 4 npocto nomyTtui. K ToMy Ke, cpa3y BUIHO, YTO 9TOT YeJIOBeK IuO0 TBOH OTell,
100 POOCTBEHHUK.

Cs0 XyaH MoJ14aJi, HECKOJIbKO CEKYH[ cMOTpesl Ha CBITY, a 3aTeM BHE3allHO CIIPOCUIL:

— A ecyu OBl OH OBIIT MOJIOIBIM M BHITJISIAEI TOYHO TaK XKe, Kak Ha ¢poHape?

CBITy 3aMep, He TIOHUMad, 9YTO UMEeEeT B BUIY Csio XyaH

YBupes ero 3amenraTenbCcTBo, Csio XyaH mob6iemHen U IPOU3HeC:

— JlagHo, 3a6y[b.

3aTeM OH IIOBEPHYJICS ¥ Hayajl IPOCMaTpPUBaTh KHUTH Ha IOJIKE.

CrITy OHSIJI, 4YTO peOeHOK IeNCTBUTEIbHO 06upesnics. Bcero nuirk myTKa, a OH TaK0#i 00UIUYUBHIK.

Ho, Bupnsg, uto Cs0 XyaH Gonbille He oOpaljaeT Ha HeTo BHUMaHUS, IIOJIHOCTBIO ITOTPY3UBIIUCH B
KHUTH, CHITY BOPYT IOYYBCTBOBAJI CTPaHHOE OECIIOKOMCTBO.

Ha GombIIMHCTBE KHUT JIeXKasl TOJICTHIN cj1oi mbinu. Csio XyaH MoCcTydas 110 HUM HEeCKOJIbKO pas,
OCTOPOXKHO NEPENUCTHIBA CTPAHUIIEL.

CbITy CHSJI OOHY KHUT'Y, CMAaXHYVIJI IIbIJIb W IIPDOTSAHYII €€ Csi0 XyaHy, IIBITAACh 3arJIaJUTh BUHY.

ToT He B34 ee, a BMECTO 3TOT0 IIOTSIHYJICS 3a OPYTOM KHUTOM.

CrITY HAaXMypUJICS, TIOATSHYI €T0 K ce0e, BEIXBAaTUJI KHUTY U3 €T0 PYK U CKa3all:

— §1 mpoCTO MOUIyTHII, 3a4€eM TaK Cepbe3H0?

Csto XyaH MOJT4aJl, OITyCTHB TOJIOBY, CJIOBHO O YeM-TO Pa3MBIIIIsI. BHE3aMHO OH MOJHSI B3TJISA[ U
TIPOU3HEC:

— Ha camowm [iene, 51 ToxKe fyMalio, 4To OH nydiie Te6si. Ecnu 6b BB 00a CTOSI/IM IIepefo MHOM, S OB
BBIOpAJ ero.



CBITy, YCIIBIIIaB 3TO, HAXMYPHJIICA, €r0 JINIO IIOTEMHEJIO.

— Yto?

Csto XyaH He OTBETHUJI, TOBEPHYJICS U MPOMOIKHUIT YUTATh.

CrITy IOUyBCTBOBAJI pa3gpaxKeHue U XoTell Ob1I0 NOATAHYTh C0 XyaHa, YTOOH! BEIICHUTD
OTHOIIIEHNs], HO BHE3allHO 0CO3Ha: a Befib Cs10 XyaH, BEpPOSATHO, YyBCTBOBAJ TO Xe caMoe, KOrfia OH
CKasas Ty IIyTKY.

Barnauys Ha Csg0 XyaHa, KOTOPHIM BCe ellle NUCTal KHUTY, CHITY IOHST, YTO OBl HempaB. OH
TIOTJIafWII TOAOOPOAOK U MOMJOoIIeN ONrXKe:

— IIpoctu, 51 OB HETIPAB.

Csio XyaH 6pocut Ha Hero ObICTPHIN B3TJISAM, HO HUYET0 He CKa3all.

— He cepnucse, — ckazan CeiTy. — OfUH pa3 s, OOUH pa3 Thl — Tellepb MBI KBUTHL.

Csto XyaH Bce ellle CMOTpEJ BHU3, HO Yepe3 HEKOTOPOe BPeMsI CIIerKa KUBHYIL.

CrITy B3[OXHYII C 006/IeTUeHNEM U TOXKe Haydajl IIPOCMaTpPUBaTh KHUTH, BpeMs OT BpeMeHHU
norngabBas Ha Csio XyaHa. Ero nuuo octaBanock TakKUM XKe, Kak ¥ paHbllle, HO B €0 ra3ax,
Ka3aJ0Ch, ObIJIO YTO-TO... YTO-TO HEYJIOBUMOE, YTO BhI3bIBasI0 ¥ CHITY elie Gombiiee 6€CIIOKOMCTRO.
Pa3Be peOeHOK He CepAOuUICS Ha HEro 3a Ty UIYTKY?

Korpa Cso XyaH ycrbiman cioBa CHTY, OH CHadaja JelCTBUTEIbHO HEMHOI'0 Pa303/IUJICs, HO II0TOM,
IIOIyMaB, BOPYT ITOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO YTO-TO He TakK. OH BCIIOMHUJ, YTO CBHITY paHee TOBOPHUII EMY:
ecyii oH 000¥IeT BCexX U He HaWaeT HUKOI0 JIy4llle, TO BO3bMET ero. To eCTh, eCiu HalaeTCs KTO-TO
nyute, To CriTy ero 6pocut? Ilpu stoit Meicniu B cepaue Csio XyaHa BO3HUKIIO UYBCTBO
pa3ouapoBanus. OH C CHJION ITOKAyvaJs I'0JIOBOM, HacMeXasiCh Hajl co00¥: 3a4eM OH 3allUKINBaeTCs Ha
TaKWX NMycTaKax? Mexny HUM u CHITY He OblJI0 HUKaKuX 0093aTeIbCTB, BCETO TPH I'ofla, ¥ PaHO WU
IIO3MHO OHU paccTaHyTcs. KpoMe Toro, CHITY MPOCTO XOTENI HAWTH JIYUILIEeTr0 YeJI0BeKa, YTOOR
IIPOBECTHU C HUM BCIO XKH3HB. ITO €ro nmpaBo. Ho kTo ke 3ToT nyumuid? Csio XyaH TOYHO 3HAJI, 4TO
3TO HE OH.

OH 3agyMarics, TTIsIs Ha KHUTY, BpeMs TeKJI0 MejieHHo, a ChITy CTaHOBUIIOCH BCe Goree
0ECIIOKOUHEIM.

Onu Moiya mpocumeny 0oJbllle Yaca, HO Ha IOJIKaxX OBIJIO TAK MHOTO KHUT. B 00BIYHOE BpeMs 3TO O
o6pamoBaso Cso XyaHa, HO CETOMHS Y HEro Jaxke He ObUI0 HaCTpoeHus 4yuTtath. OH IIPOCTO
0ecIeNTbHO IePeUCTHIBAII CTPAHHUIIHL.

CbITy THUXO0 B3[JOXHYII, BEIXBATUJI KHUT'Y U3 €TI0 PYK U IIOATAHYJI €r0 K C866, CMOTPA IIPsIMO B I''ta3a.



Csio XyaH OITyCTHJI TOJIOBY, HE 3HAsl, O YeM JyMaTh.

CrITy IOOHSN ero mof00POMIOK ¥ CEPbEe3HO CKa3al:

— 4 OBIn HempaB, He CIIeI0oBAJI0 TOBOPUTH INTymocTel. Ha 4To TH BCe ellle cepaumibcsi? CKaxu MHe.

Csi0 Xyan monro cMoTpes Ha CHITY, ¥ IOCTEIIEHHO B €r0 CepAlle HacTynuio obaerdexnue. B KoHIe
KOHIIOB, 3TO He Obw1o BuHOM CrITy. ECiu OH Tak mymaeT, TO 3TO JaXke K myuduieMmy. Begb Csio XyaH cam
He 3HaJI, JOXKUBET JIU OH [0 KOHIa 3TUX TpeXx neT. Ecmu CrTy neiCcTBUTENBHO BIIIOOUTCS B HETO, TO B
OymyiieM MOXKeT CUJIbHO CTpafaTh, a caM Csi0 XyaH OymeT 4yBCTBOBaTh Ce0s BUHOBATHIM... Tak 4To,
BO3MOXKHO, 3TO U K JIy4IlIeMY.

[Togymas Tak, Csio XyaH IoKavaJsl roJIOBOM U YIRIOHYIICS.

CrITy mOCMOTpEN Ha HEro HeKOTOpoe BpeMs, U, Bufs, 4To Csi0 XyaH BEpPHYJICS K CBOEMY OOBIYHOMY
COCTOSIHUIO, OTITYCTHII €TO0.

Csto XyaH yCIIOKOUJI CBOM 9MOLIMHU, TPOTHAB BCe 6eCIOPSIHOYHBIE MBICIIM U3 TOJIOBHI, U IOAOIIETT K
nepefHel 4acTH IIOJIKY, Ha4yaB BHUMATEIbHO IIPOCMATPUBATh KHUTH CBEPXY BHU3. Ha 3TOT pa3 oH He
OTBJIEKAJICS, U3y4asl KaXkKAylo KHUTY BHUMAaTENIbHO, ¥ BCKOPE Halllesl KOe-4TO HHTEePECHOE.

Wup L3umy, moxoxe, MI00HUIT OCTABJISITh 3aMETKH Ha ITOJISX, UCIOJIb3YsI KuHOBaph. Cs0 XyaH C
MHTEPEeCOM IIPOYHTAI HECKOJIBKO U3 HUX U YyTh He paccMestsics: Beiyx. CnoBa Mub Li3unu Gbiiu
HACTOJIBKO OCTPOYMHBIMU U SI3BUTEIbHBIMU, €T0 B3Il OBIJIM UCKITIOUUTENIBHO PE3KUMU, OH
yKa3bIBaJl Ha OIMOKY B KHHATAX C TOYHOCTBIO XMPYPra, a TakXKe MOAIyYrBal HaJ HUMHU, CMesICh U
pyrasi, KaK HaCTOSIIUN MacTep. ITO OMHOBPEMEHHO BHI3HIBATIO CMEX U BOCXUILIEHUE €T0
JIUTEPATYPHBIM TaJIAHTOM.

CriTy cTOSIN psimoM, HaOmoas 3a HUM, ¥ 3aMeTus1, 4To Cs0 XyaH CHOBa CTasl IpexXHuM. I1o unee, oH
IoyKeH ObLI pajioBaThCsl, HO II0UYEMY-TO YYBCTBOBAJ, YTO B €70 CEPALE UYTO-TO 3aCTPS/IO, BEI3hIBAS
cunbHBIN guckoMdopT. OH pyran cebs: MoYyeMy OH He MOXKET OBITh CYACT/IUB, KOT{la pe0eHOK
CYACT/INB, ¥ HE MOXKeT ObITh CIIOKOEH, Korma pe0eHOK HeIoBOIeH?

B ornuune ot 6ecriokorHoro Crity, Csio XyaH Obln I7y60KO0 IOTTIoNIeH TeKcTaMu UMb L3unu, yuras
uX ¢ OOJIBIINM YOOBOILCTBHEM. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OH ITOJHSJI T'OJIOBY U C yJIBIOKOM CKa3all:

— OTOT Ye0BeK IeCTBUTEIbHO UHTEPECEH.

CrITy mouyBcTBOBas cebs HenoBKo. [Touemy-To cnoBa Csio XyaHa, xBanuBiuue Wub LI3unu, BI3Banu y
Hero guckoMopT. CHITY momyMarn 1 moHst: Csio XyaH mo0UT YuTaTh, ¥, KOHEYHO, eMy 0OJIbIie

HpaBsiTCs 06pa3oBaHHBIE JIIOAU, YeM TaKOW rpyOLIf YeloBeK, Kak OH. Kak TOJIbKO OH IIOgyMal, 4TO
Csio XyaH MOZKET IIpeAno4ecTb KOT0-TO Apyroro emy, CHITy cTajo He 10 cebe.

— XBaTHUT YKUTATh, — IOJOIIeN u 3abpan KHUTY u3 pyK Csi0 XyaHa, pa3apaxeHHo mpousHec. — EcCThb



JIX XOThb KaKas-TO IMOoAcKa3Ka? MEHI 3[1eCh yKe Tak [IOJITrO.

Cs0 XyaH, NUIIUBIIACH KHUTH, Pa303JIUJICS, TOCMOTPeN Ha CHITY, TIOKavaJl F0JI0BOU U MOTSAHYJICS,
yT0OBI 3a6paTh KHUTY 00paTHO. CHITY ITOOXKUII KHATY 00paTHO Ha IIOJIKY U CEPAUTO CKa3as:

— YT0 B HEM TAaKOr0 MHTEPECHOT0?

Csto XyaH 60JIbIlle He IIBITAJICS B35ATh KHUTY, HO CTaJl ellle 00jiee HeOBOILHEIM.

— IMomnmu, — CHITY B35IJT €T0 3a PYKY U IOBEJ K OKHY, IIOYYBCTBOBAB, UTO pyKa Csi0 XyaHa Obina
xononHoii. OH 00epHYJICS U CIIPOCHIT:

— Tebe xos0gHO?

Ho BMmecTO 3TOT0 YBUOEI I1e4YaJIbHOE BhIPaXKEeHUE JINIla Cso XyaHa, ero GHGJIHOG JINIOO0 OBLIIO ITOTHBIM
OOWHOY€EeCTBa.

— Y... — Crity BHe3anHo oTmycTua pyKy Csio XyaHa, Irmy00Ko B3OOXHY ¥ Hadasl XOOUTH 110
KOMHaTe.

— Yro ¢ ToO0o#? — Cs10 XyaH, YyBCTBYS, YTO C HUM YTO-TO HE TaK, TUXO CIIPOCHII.

— He 31a10, — orBeTUn CHITY IPSIMO.

Csto XyaH, BU[sI €T0 HeCTaOHIbHOE HaCTPOeHUe, C IION03PeHreM ITIOCMOTPeNT Ha Hero.

CBITy IIpo1iesI emme HECKOJIBKO IIaroB, OCTAHOBHUIJICA U IIPOU3HEC:

— Mue oueHs IIJ10X0.

Csio XyaH ucnyraics, mogoues 6auxe:

— ITnoxo? Yro cnyuunocs? T 3abomnemn?

CrITy ITOKa4aJ rojioBOM.

Cs10 XyaH OCTOPOXKHO B3$1J1 €r0 PYKY U Hadall IPOBEPSAThH MYJIbC.

CHITY IOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK masbIifkl Csi0 XyaHa KOCHYJIMCE €T0 3allsiCThs, U UX JIeTKas MPoXyaja,
CIIOBHO 007Tafast Marn4eCcKoyi CUITOM, TPOHKUKIIA Yepe3 KPOBEHOCHEIE COCY/IBI, PACIIPOCTPAHUIACE 110
BCEMY TeJIy ¥ JOCTHUTra cepaua. Ero 6ecmokoicTBO BHE3ATHO YTUXJIO, U TIOCTEIIEHHO 3TO CTPAHHOE
YyBCTBO TPEBOTH MCYE3JI0, ¥ OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI ce0s NTydIIIe.



Csio XyaH BHUMATEJIBHO ITPOBEPHII ITYJIBC CHTy HEKOTOpO€e BpeMs, 3aTeEM C HEAOYMEHUEM ITOOHSAII
B3TJIA:

— Hudero cepre3HOro, 4To ¢ TOGOH. .

He YCIIEB 3aKOHYUTH, CbITy HaKJIOHHUJICA H IIOIIEJIOBAJl €ro.

Hx ryOnl conpukocHynuch, u Cso XyaH 3amep. Pyka CriTy, 00HMMalOIIas ero 3a Tajauio, IOCTEIIeHHO
yCUIUJIa XBAaTKy, MPUYUHSAS 60/1b. B OTIMYMeE OT mMpenbAyIIuX pa3, cerogHs noenyi CrTy Ob1
Oosiee arpeCcCUBHLIM, OH IOYTH He faBan Csi0 XyaHy fbimath, 1 Cs10 XyaH IO4yBCTBOBA
6ecrokoicTBO CHITY.

OHM 1IeI0BaIKCh [OIT0, Ipexae yeM CHITY oTIyCTui ero. Csio XyaH THXO OHIIIaN, C HEOOyMeHueM
cMoTps Ha CHITY, HO, He YCIIEB Pa3TJIsAeTh ero BIpaxKeHue Julla, CHOBA OBIJT CXBa4eH U IMOIeI0OBaH.

Llenys ero, CrITY HEZKHO TIOTJIaXKKUBAJl €T0 CIIMHY U TaJIUIO, BEI3HIBAS CTPAHHBIE OLIYIIEHUS BO BCEM
tesne. Ho Bckope Csto XyaH He CMOT 00JIbIlle COTPOTUBISATLCS ¥ MOT TOJIBKO IIOKOPHO MO3BOMUTH CHITY
«MYYHUTB» €ro.

CrITy IpOAOJIKaI LIeJIoBaTh €ro, I0Ka ero 6eClIoKOWHOe Cepalle He YCIIOKOUIIOCH, ¥ TOJIBKO TOTfia OH
ornyctun Cso XyaHa.
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