[TanbIel, KACABIIMECS €T0 LMIEKH, OTCTPAHUIKUCH, U JI3 FOii MOJHSI ero Ha PyKH, 06XBaTHB 3a TaJIHIo0.
Csio Illannu u3pman CTOH, YYBCTBYS CMYIIEHHE OT TOTO, KakK er0 B3BeIIMBAJK U olleHuBanu. OfHaKo,
yCIbIIIaB, Kak rpyab JIa FO# B3gpIMaeTcs, OH MOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK ero HeCyT Ha PyKax, ¥ B yIIax
IIPO3BYYaro:

— Tebe He cnenoBao epeoieBaThCS B MTallaTKe, U YK TeM 0ojiee He CTOMJIO COOTa3HATh MEHS,
3aCTaBJIsAsT MOE cepfille TpemneTaTh. TBOW TOHKWUM CTaH NEeWCTBUTEILHO MOKHO 00XBATUTEL OHOU
PYKOH.

s JIs FOit cHOBUEeHUS 0 ONTyKOAaHUSIX B UIITIO30PHBIX MUPaxX ObIIM OOBIYHEIM OEeIoM, a Oecefsl 0
TaliHaX ¥ gao ¢ JIs KOaHeM — 1 BOBCe IPUBHIYHLIM 3aHATHEM. OJHAKO B 9TOT OeHb JI3 I0aHb
Ka3aJicsi 03a00YeHHBIM, 1 JIUIIH KOTTIa PAaCCBET yKe OIU3UIICS, OHU CUENH APYT HAIIPOTUB JIpyTa Ha
Kpalo 00pHIBa, U ero (purypa Hadasia IIOCTETIEHHO PaCTBOPSATHCS, TOTOBICh TOKUHYTh 3TOT MUp, JI9
HOroaHb HaKOHEIl HePEIIUTEeIbHO ITPOU3HEC:

— TuI TI0OUILIL KOIIIEK?

He goxwupasice Bompocos JIa 10it, JIs KOoaHb npomonxkui, 6yATo 3TO He ero [eo:

— ...B TOT meHs 51 ucrnpoOoBa ONUH NAOCCKUN METOMI, XOTeJI MOIIYTUTh Haj TOOOM, HO He 0XKUAal, YTO
MCTUHHLIN IPAKOH, CBIH He0a, HOCUT B cebe TBOIO dHEPruioo. Merton omu0Cs 1 MPeBPaTUil ero B
KOIIKY. IIOCKOJIbKY OH BCE ke ob6afaeT cymbp00i uMIiepaTopa, S He MOTY OCTaBUTh 9TO 6e3
BHUMAHUS, TaK YTO 5T OTIPABISAIOCH UCKATh CIIOCO0 BEPHYTH €T0 B MPEXKHEE COCTOSTHUE — MAaKCUMYM
Yyepe3 TpU [HS BCE OyfeT UCIpaBiieHo. A IT0Ka 103ab0ThCA 0 HEM.

C aTuMu CcJT0BAaMM OH B3MaXHYJI pyKaBOM, He [laBast HU CEKYHOBl HA pPa3dyMbs, paccesis co3HaHue JI9
FO11 u BepHY ero OylIy B TeJoO.

JIs FO# cOpocun omesisio u BCTasl C KPOBATH. 3a 3aHABECKOM pPa3fasics YOUBIEHHBIN T'OJIOC CITYKaAHKH:

— lNocogun OCTpPOBaQ, BHI YK€ BCTaJIN?

PspmoM ¢ HuM mopyIiKa Oblyia IyCcTa, APYroro yenoBeka He Ob110. Cso [llaHTH, OTPEKIIKUCH OT
IIPEeCTolla, CTall U3BECTEH KaK UMIIepaTop B OTCTaBKe. XOTsS 0MUIIMaIbHO OH IIPOXKKUBa BO [IBOpIle
Talianb, BTaliHe OH OB KeHAT Ha 0CTpoBe [13HMal 1 KaXK bl IOl ITPOBOIUII HECKOILKO JHEH B
[I3uHbL3MHE, HaBelllasi POJHBIX U IPUHKAMAas YUHOBHUKOB.

CnyxkaHKa 3a IBepbi0 00bsIBUIIa BPEMS, M CHOBA ITOCJIBIIIAJICS TOJI0C, CIIPAIIUBAIOIINH, BCE JTH B
IIOPSIOKE C JKeHoii rocnofirHa B LI3unbiEuHe. CiiyKaHKa, C 3aBUCTHIO UCIIOJIHUB IIPUKa3, YOaIuIach,
BCIIOMUHAS, YTO XOTSI «3KeHa» Oblla MyKYHUHOM, eT0 KpacoTa Obljia TOMCTUHE HE3EMHOH, U
HEYIUBUTEIILHO, YTO I'OCIIOOUH OCTPOBA TOCKOBAJI II0 HEMY.

MexXny TeM BCE, YTO IIPOU30IIIIO 3TOW HOYBIO, OBIIO HEJOCTOWHO YIIOMUHAHUS, ¥ Ha OCTpoBe [I3Hna
BCE 0CTaBaJIOCh CIIOKOMHEIM. M0JI0[10# TOCIIOAUH YTPOM OTIpaBuiics B 3ain L[3uHHM, YTOOH BEIPa3UTh
mouTeHue. I1o mopore, cpeay BEHICOKUX NEPEBLEB U XKYypUallUX PYYLEB, OH BHE3AITHO YBUOEI OeIbIi
CHJTY3T, CIIycKatoummics ¢ Heba. OTIsigeBUInCh BOKPYT, OH 3aMeTHJI, YTO 9TO ObII COBEPILIEHHO OeIbli
KOT C TJla3aMU pa3HOTO 1IBEeTa, IIOX0XKUY Ha JIbBa.



J13 2Ky ¢ ynuBIeHHNEM IIPOU3HEC:
— Komika?
Crnyru 1mo3agy HEro BHITJIAAENN 03aJaueHHBIMY, HO YBUEIU, KaK MOJIOAO0U TOCIIOANH, PagOCTHO

ynbI6asich, 3aCy4nI pyKaBa 4, IIIMPOKO PacCTaBUB PYKH, Hayasl TOHATHCSA 3a OeIBIM KOTOM, KOTOPHIN
METHYJICS B Pa3Hble CTOPOHEL.

Kot, ogHako, He OblT TprCocobiieH K 0ery, ¥ ero u3HeXKeHHBIN BUM BRI3bIBA KalocTh. OH Jaxe He
yMeJl MSIyKaTh U B IIaHUKeE BopBaJsics B 3an LI3uHHU.

JIs FO#1 B 3TO BpeMs YUCTHUJI MeY, U BECTH elll€ He AOoUUM [0 Hero. [TaBunboH BecenHero [Joxas
TaKXe He OTBETHUJI, ¥ er0 MBIC/IH OBIJIM B CMSITEHUH, XOTSI OKpYyXKaloIlKe, YBUIEB, KaK TOCIIOOUH
OCTpOBa MOJIAHS OepXKUT Med L{uny Harotose, IOYYBCTBOBAIM, YTO YTO-TO HE TakK, U 3aTauJIU
[bIXaHWE, He CMes TOBODUTE.

CHapyXu 3ajia BHE3aIIHO pa3faluch JETKNE B3J0XHU U KPUKHU CITyKaHOK:

— Mostomo# rocIonunH, Ol, He TOHUTECh 3a HuM!

Benblit cUIy3T 3aMeIIKascs, a 3a HUM CJIel0Bajii TOPOIIJIUBLIe 1Iaru. Bcé Goiblle nTiofel uckanu

KoTa, u JI3 XKy, npecrenys ero, BOpBajcd B KOMHATy C Me4yaMHu. Besibli CUTyaT OIIPOKUHYJI Ba3y U C
IoJiel cTpaxa pe3Ko IPHITHYII IPIMO B 00BSATHS CBOETO OTIa!

Kot 6b171 6€710CHEKHEBIM, C IJIMHHOM M MSTKOM IEePCThI0, COXPaHSBIIEH 3HAaKOMBIA apoMaT
6maroBoHui. Illest 1 XBOCT OBISIM MOKPHITH AJIMHHOM IIEPCThHIO, CJIOBHO HAKUIKOM, U TOJIBKO €T0
MaJieHbKOe JINYMKO C TJIa3aMHU Pa3HOTO I[BeTa, PO30BLIM HOCUKOM M B3TJIIAOM, IIOJIHEIM THICSY CJIOB.

OH cupen B 00bsaTusxX JI3 KO#, 9yBCTBYS TEIIO €ro rPyau U KpemKue pyKu. [ITMHHBIA XBOCT OPOKa,
a royioBa ObIyIa OMyIleHa, CJIOBHO OH 0O0SIJICS, YTO HaBCeraa ocTaHeTcs KotoM. JIs FO#, omacasce, 4To
OH CTpafiajl CHapyXkH, IT0YYBCTBOBaJI 00yierdeHre. BCIIOMHUB, YTO IPEIKM YaCTO TOBOPHIM OOHO, a
fenany Opyroe, OH IMIPOJJIKII CPOK [0 OECSITH OHEU, yCIoKauBas:

— Yepes mecsTh gHEH THI BEPHEIILCS B IpexkHee cocTosiHue. He Oorcs.

Ero rosnoc Obl1 HU3KUM, U KOrga OH I'OBOPHIJI, TPYAb CJIErKa ApozKalla. Cso Illannu, IIPU2AKABIINCE K
HEeMY, HaKOHeII IIOIIEeBEInII JIaToun.

JIs XKy cka3zan:

— Orer, TH He IPeCTaBIIsIeIb, KOTMa Ha HallleM OCTPOBE IOSIBUIACh KOITKa!

JIs KOt oTBeTHII:

— DTO TBOHU OTell e€ 3aBETl.



U, ue o6pa1ua;{ BHHMAaHUA Ha CbIHaA, IIOJHSAII KOTa, YJ'IBI6aHCB:

— MajieHLKUH KOTEHOK.

JI5 2Ky MOpPrHysI ¥ cKa3all:
— Orely, 3TOT KOT eIl He MOHUMAEeT Jiiofed. MoxeT, Jalllb MHe ero Ha Iapy JHeH, YTOOH S ero

IPUPYYHIL... [IOCMOTpY Ha HETo, KPAaCHBHIM, KOHEYHO, HO He HaéT cebst 0OHSTh, He MaéT IOLeT0BaTh...

ATtmocdepa BHE3AMMHO CTajla XOJIOMHOM, X 9TOT W30aI0BaHHEIM MOJIOLOM T'OCIONUH, O0NITaBIINi 063
YMOJIKY, BHE3AIIHO OCTAHOBUJICS C IIHPOKO OTKPBITEIM PTOM.

OH yBHUJEJI, KaK 3TOT HEBEPOSITHO KPACUBHIM KOT XOJIOOHO B3TJISIHYJI HA HETO, @ 3aTeM, YCTPOUBIINCh
noynoOHee B 00BATUAX 0TIIa, CMUPEHHO IIPUKAJICA K €r0 TPYOH, BEICYHYJT MaJleHbKUN PO30BHIM
SI3BIYOK U CJIeTKa JIU3HYJI PYKY OTIa.

Yepes HECKOJIBKO AHEN MOJIOLOU OCIIOAYH, CIIOTHIKASCh, OTIIPABUIICS K yYuTeno ['y, HO yBUEN, YTO
B KOMHaTe cupuT JIuHb CroaHb, IPOCMaTPUBAIOLINN 4YTO-TO BMeCTO ['y CHUHBYH.

Mornomoy rocrnoguH 3aKpuyait:

— Bpar Jluns, 6pat JIuns!

Bynyuu chIHOM rocroguHa ocTpoBa [IsHTal, OH ¢ JeTCTBa 3aHUMaJsICs 60eBEIMU UCKYCCTBAMHU, a
rpamorte yuuicsa y I'y CuHbYH, CTaB efMHCTBEHHBEIM MJIaAIINUM yueHUKoM JIuHb CroaHs.

JIuup CroaHb YIBIOHYICS:

— YTO Cy4YUNIOCh, MOJIOOU TOCIIOANH? YUUTEb CIUT B IOAEHE.

JIs XKy 3arnsHysn BHYTpb, 00XBaTUI T'OJIOBY PyKaMU U B CMSITEHUM CKa3al:

— JT10T KOT, OpaT JIuHb, T HUKOTOA He BUIEJ TAKOT0 KOTa...

— ...OTOT KOT ecT nanoykamu! ¥ eMy HyXKHO 4eThIpe napk!!

9TOT KOT OBIJT TAKUM. B TOT IleHb MOJIOfIOM T'OCIIOAWH YBUEII, KaK €ro OTell flepKaJjl KOTa, CJIOBHO 3TO
OBLT ero MpUEMHBIN 0Tell, ObIBIIMI uMnepaTop KOxkHoM Yy, U JONIro yroBapuBall ero, Ipexye 4eM
KOT COTJIACHUJICSI TPUJIEYD ¥ HETO Ha PyKax U MOECTb.

3aTeM Havascs mup, u JIs XKy ocrasncs B 3ane LI3uHHY, YTOOB COCTABUTH KOMITAHUIO, HO OH
OykBasbHO He MOT ecTh! OH BHfEN, KaK ero OTell CHayalla BeJiell ClTy>KaHKaM IofiaBaTh 0/1t071a, OMHO
3a OpyruM, faBasi KOTY ITOHIOXATh KaXkmoe. BUOs, 4To KOT BSJIBIA U He IIPOSIBIISET alleTUTa, OH
IIPUKA3all IPUTOTOBUTL CBEXKYIO prGy, HO He€ CEIPYIO, a CJieTKad IIPUTOTOBJIEHHYIO, © KOPMHII KOTa



¢bumne u neyeHbo. J13 2Ky, MPUBHIKINNA €CTh C AlIIETUTOM, BIIEPBEIE TOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO JIIOMU
YCTYIA0T KOTaM.

Bckope 0H o4yBCTBOBAJI 3TO BO BTOPOii pa3. KoT He eJ1 U3 MajieHbKOM MUCKH, a TpeboBasi, 4ToOH ero
KOPMHUJIM TTaJIOYKaMHU, U ITOCJIe HECKOIBKUX KYCOUKOB TpeOOoBal CMEHUTH MMano4yku. [Toce embr emy
HY2KHO OBIJIO TT0JIOCKATh POT, BHITUPATE YCHI ¥ MBITh JIAIIHL.

JIs 2Ky cMoTpern, KaK KOT CUUT Ha HECKOJIBKHUX MTOAYIIKax Ha IOYETHOM MeCTe, ero OeJIblil XBOCT
MeNIJIeHHO [TOKayuBaeTcs, U OH OblI OyKBaJIbHO Ha CelbMOM Hebe OT CYacCThbsl, yXaKUBaeMBIU CBOUM
otuoM. I'ma3sa JIs XKy 4uyTe He BEIIanu B CYIIL.

CnyaHKU II03aX HETO TUXO CMESIJIUCh, TOBOPS: «ITOT KOT TaKO# KPACUBBIN», ¥ N0OABIISIN:
«MoJofI0¥ TOCIIONUH BHITISITUT TakK, OYOTO YBUAEN IIPUBULEHUE .
JIuus CroaHb clleTKa MOOHSII OPOBh U C YIBIOKOM CKa3alt:

— MOJ'IOJZ[OfI T'OCIIOOUH, TEI ﬂeﬁCTBHTeHBHO BRITTIAOUIIE TakK, GYJITO YBUOEII IIPDUBUOEHNE.

JI3 2Ky cepbe3HO OTBETHUII:

— Bpar JluHsb, B 3TOM MHUPe HET HUKAKUX CBEPXbEeCTEeCTBEHHHIX cui! 1 abCoOTHO B 3TO He Bepio!

He 3Hast, 4TO ero coOCTBEHHOE MMPOUCXOKIEeHNE ObIJIO BeTUYakInel 3aragkoi B MUDE.

9T0 OBIJIO TONBKO ITEPBOE BIIeUaT/IEHNE MOJIONOTO TOCIIOANHA, HO Ha CIIENYIOIIUY NeHb OH elé
Oorbllle TepecTas IOHUMATh 9TOT MUP.

OH, KaK 0OLIYHO, YTPOM OTIIPABUJICS BBIPA3UTh IOUTEHHE, HO Y3HAJI, YTO €r0 OTel] eIllé He BCTall.
[TpuyuHa ObIsIa B TOM, YTO KOT BCIO HOYL HE MOT YCHYTh, ¥ €ro OTell y0aoKuBas ero Bcio Houb! Ero
OTell, KOHEYHO, He MOT He BCTaTh ITOCJIe OJHOM 6eCCOHHOW HOYM, HO KOT, HAKOHEI], YTPOM YCHYII,
CBEPHYBIINCH Ha XKUBOTE OTIIA, ¥ OH, BUMS, KaK KOT BRITJIAIUT U3MOKAEHHEIM, HEe XOTEJI TPEBOXKUTD
ero COH, Tak 4To ocBoOonun JIs Ky oT yTpeHHEro MpruBEeTCTBUS Ha HECKOJIBKO JHEH.

Moronoii TOCTIOOUH K al HEKOTOPOe BpeMs, TI0Ka CTy?KaHKa BeXKJIMBO He IIPUIIacuia ero Boitu. OH
yBUE, KaK KOT, MOTyCIISIINM, TOTHSJICS C XKMBOTa OTIIA ¥, CBEePHYBIIUCE, Tepedpasics Ha ero rPymdb.

Orell morIamuil ero, ¥ XBOCT KOTa JIEHHUBO 00BHJI €r0 3aMsCThe. OrTernr TuxXo paccMedcs, U KOT,
HAKOHEI, ITPOCHYJICA, YBUOEB, KaK JIs }Ky BXOOHUT, X BA2KHO yCeJICA PAIOM.

JIs XKy panbllie fymars, YTO ero OTell OCJiell, pa3 YBU/IeN YCTaloCTh Ha KOIlaybeM JIMIe, HO TEleph OH
YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO 3TO OH CaM OCJIEI, YBUAEB B KOTE HEKOTOPYIO XOJIOTHYIO KPACOTY.

Yro 6bi10 emmé crpaiHee, JIa FOit ¢ yapIOK0M TPOU3HEC:



— Tsl cMyTHTICS?

[ToiitmMan KOTa 3a KOPEeHb XBOCTa U MOTSHY 00paTHO K cebe. KOoT cMyIIEHHO OEPHYIICS, HO €T0
IIOTHSIIN U MOLEJIOBAIN B J100.

OTOT KOT KaxX/I0€e YTPO MOJIOCKAJ POT, YMBIBAJICS, PACUECHIBAI IIEPCTh, U er0 OeJ0CHeXKHas IEPCTh
OblTa CJIOBHO OKyTaHa YTPEHHUM TyMaHOM. JI3 2Ky cMOTpes1, IIUPOKO OTKPEIB POT, UYBCTBYS, UTO €T0
OTel] IOMOTaeTCs KOTa, ¥ 3TO OBIJI0O HEBePOATHO HenpunuyHo! Ho moyemy oH 4yBCTBOBaJ, UTO 3a
9TOU HENPUIINYHOM CI[eHOM CKpHIBaJach KaKasi-TO 3pOoTHYecKas aTMocdepa?

Mojomo# TOCIOAUH YIIET, TIOTEPSIB PACCYHOK.

He 3Has, 4To mocrne ero yxoma KoT 6pocuncs B 00bsiTus JI3 KO, 00HaXKUB YeTHIPe OCTPHIX OeBIX
3y0a, ¥ YKYCHII €T0 3a IJIe40 Yepe3 ogexkay!

Csio Illannmu mepem MIafIInMu, 0COOEHHO Iepen CBIHOM, Bcerna OblI HEIIPEKJIOHEH U HefJocsraeM, HO
TeNepb...

JIs FO# mo3Boua eMy KycaTh, MSITKO IIOTJIaXkKKBas ero 0esyio cnuHy. Houbio KOT HE MOT YCHYTh, BCE
TeJI0 OBbIJIO TOPSYHMM, ¥, BAAMMO, HAaCTyIKIIa BeCHA, ¥ KOIIKa Obl/la B IEpHOie TeYKH, HO OHA He
XoTeJia obJeruats cebs, KaK XKUBOTHOE.

KoT BHe3amHo pacciabuics, ero riasa, OOWH CUHUM, IPYTo# 30710TOM, OBLIN SCHBI, KaK BOMa, U
CUSNY, KakK JIyHa, cMOoTps Ha JI3 KO# ¢ Monb6oii.
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