Bce 3HAIOT, YTO ISAThH IAJIbIEB HAa PyKe YesloBeKa Pa3HOM MJIMHEL. [laxke ecjiy WHOITA CpeqHue OBa
WM TPH IaJbI[a MOTYT OBITH OMWHAKOBEIMU, HEBO3MOXKHO, UTOOH BCE IISATh MAJbIEB, CKATHIE BMECTE,
OB M[leaJIbHO POBHLIMM. Ho 3mech OOJIBINON masel] ¥ MU3UHEI OBIIH CIUIIKOM [JIMHHEIMH, a
CPeOHHUM TaJiel] — CIUIIKOM KOPOTKHM.

Bonee Toro, Cyns II0 CBeXKeMy BHUY OTII€YadaTKad, OH, BEPOATHO, ITIOSABUJICSA COBCEM HEOABHO.

OTu MUHUYU MeTPO OBUIM 3aKPHITHL Ha NPOTSXKEeHUU OeCUUCIIeHHBIX BEKOB. [loueMy XKe 3[1ech
TIOSIBUJICSI OETCKU OTIEeYaTOK PyKu? Y MpHUUEM TaKO# YPOIIUBEINA U XKYTKUH...

Vtan npencTaBuil cebe JieeHSIIyI0 OyITy KapTHHY: IIy0OKO IOM 3eMJIEM, Ha TEMHBIX 3a0POIIeHHBIX
pernbcax, MajieHbKast QUTYPKa, IIaTasiCh, UOET Brepén. Ero Temo OBII0 TOIBIM, a TOHKHE PYKH
CBHCAJIM [I0 CAMBIX HOT, a PYKH, BOJIOYAIIMeECS 10 3eMJle, UMeNIi UieajlbHO POBHLIE IAJIbIIbI, TOX0XKHUE
Ha [IBe MSITKHe IETKH. ..

ViTaH CTTIOTHYI CJIIOHY U MOCIEIINIT YCKOPHUTS IIar, YTOOk OTHANTUTHCS OT 3TOTO BaroHa. OH
BCIIOMHHJI CXeMY MeTPO, KOTOPYIO BUMEJ PaHee, U HAIIPABUJICS K Cllefylomiel ctanuu. Ecnu Ovl oH
MOT HalTH JIECTHUITY, BeOYIIYI0O Ha [IBa 3Taxa BhIIIe, TO 0OKa3aJjcs Obl pSIOOM C 3aBOJICKUM paiioHOM
BocTO4HOM 30HH, THE, BO3MOXKHO, OBITT BEIXOM Ha ITOBEPXHOCTS.

Vps o mpeBHUM pyuHaM, MiTaH MOYyBCTBOBAJ CTPAHHOE OIIyIeHHe, OYATO OH ITepPeHECCS CKBO3b
BpeMsi. BOKpyT GBIJIO TyCTO, HO OH OOSIJICS, YTO BHE3AITHO U3 TEMHOTHI BEIPBETCS O3, OCBEIIEHHBIN
TIPU3PAYHEIM CBETOM.

[TorpyKEHHBI! B CBOM MBICJIH, OH BAPYT CIIOTKHYJICS.

OH noCMOTpEN BHU3 U YBUOEI YEJIOBEUECKUY CKeJIeT, CUOAIINMN Y CTEHHI U y2Ke TIOYTHU IIOJTHOCTHIO
Pa3T0XKUBIIUICS.

OH BCKpUKHYI U 6pocuiics 6exatb. XOTS OH BUEJI 3TO JIUIIb MEJIbKOM, OH 3aMeTHJI, YTO Ha Tejle
Oblyia U3HOIIEeHHAas popMa HeuyesloBeKa U3 3anpeTHOro ropoga. OTKyna 3TOT YeJIoBeK Ionas B
cuctemy MeTpo? Kak oH 3meck ymep? MoxeT OBITh, OH YMep OT T'0JI0fja UJIK XKaxXK/bl, TakK 1 He Halasa
BBIXOMa?

ViTaH pe3Ko OCTaHOBUJICS, OJeOHBIN U 3aIIbIXaBIINICS. B ero romose OyiieBana BHYTpeHHssT O0pb0a,
HO, ITOJITABUB XKejlaHue 0exXaTh, OH MIOBEPHYJICS ¥ HAIIPABHUIICS K TEJTY.

OH mpucesn HAa KOPTOYKH, IJIOTHO IPUKPHIBAS HOC PyKaBOM. PaHee, OTBIEKIIKNCH, OH He 3aMeTHII, HO
Teleph 3allaX CMEPTH U Pa3/IoxkKeHus yoapuil B Hoc. CKeseT ObUI IIOKPHIT TOHKUM CJII0eM KOXKH, a
BHYTPEHHOCTH ¥ MBILIIH Y2Ke OaBHO ObUIM ChefeHbl uepBaMu. ClepkKuBas TOIIHOTY, OH BHUMATEJIbHO
OCMOTpEJ TeJIO.

OH 3aMeTu1, YTO Ha Illee Tejla OTCYTCTBOBAJT OOMBIION YIaCTOK KOXKH, a IIeHHBIe KOCTH OBIIH



CJIOMAHHBI — SIBHBIM IIPHU3HAK TOT'O, 9YTO KTO-TO MJIM YTO-TO II€PETPHI3JIO IIEIO.

B 9TOM 3a0pOIIeHHOM ITOA3eMHOM METPO €CTh He TOJIBKO JIeTH, HO ¥ 3BepH, KOTOPhIe YOUBAIOT
miopen? Y moueMy 9TOT 3Beph YOUJI, HO HE CHEJI JKePTBY? MOKET, 3TO OBIJIO IIPOCTO Pany 3a0aBhl?

ViTaH 4yBCTBOBAJI, YTO METPO CTAHOBUTCS BCE Goyiee 3aragoyHbIM. OH MOIBITANICS CBS3ATHCS C
Tanucepom, Ho, Kak OBl OH HM CTapaJicsi, He MOT IIOYYBCTBOBATh OTBeTa. MiTaH 3acTaBun ceds
YCIIOKOUTHCS ¥ TTPOIOJIKUI UATH, OMHOBPEMEHHO OCMAaTPHUBAsi 3eMJII0 B TOMCKAX YETr0-TO, YTO MOXKHO
MCII0/Ib30BaTh M7 3auuTel. OH ¥ IPEACTAaBUTh ce0e He MOT, YTO HelaJaeKo OT 3alpeTHOr0 ropofa
TI07] 3eMJIEN €CTh TAKOe XKYyTKOoe MecTo. Telephb OH Jaxke HE MeUTasl 0 TOM, 4TOOb cOexkaTh U3
3ampeTHOro ropofa Mo 3TUM KeJIe3HOIOPOXKHEIM TUHUSIM. OH IMPOCTO XOTEeJT MOCKOpee MOKUHYTh 3TO
IIPOKJISITOE MECTO.

Hakosell oH mobparscs 0o ciefyolleil CTaHIXKA METPo, KoTopasi, 0ueBUAHO, Oblsia ropa3zo 6obiie
npeneigymieid. OH 6POCHUIICS K KapTe CTaHLIKWK, BHUMATEIbHO U3y4Yast CII0KHBIE BXOOB! U BHIXOOHI, 1
HAIIEN JIECTHUITY, BeOYIIYI0 Ha [Ba 3Taxa BHIIIE, B 30HY nepecagku. OMHAKO, TOYTH JOCTUTHYB
BEPIINHEI JIECTHUIIL, OH BAPYT YCIIBIIIAN, KaK KTO-TO PACCMESIJICS 3a er0 CIIUHOM.

XuxXuKaHbe.

VitTaH pe3ko 00EpHYJICS U MEIbKOM YBUIE/ MaJIeHbKYIO0 IBYHOTYI0 T€Hb BHU3Y JIECTHHUIIEL. Y HETO
3aMepIio cepplle, ¥ oH 6pocuncs 6exkaTh, Kak OyATO 3a HUM I'HajlaCh CMEPTb.

ITOT cMeX OBIT CIUIIKOM CTPAHHBIM — HE€ OEeTCKUM U JaXKe He YEeJIOBE4YECKHM. On CKopee
HAIIOMHHAJI 3BYK, KOTOprfI OH CJIBIIIAII paHEee B pr6ax, IIOXOXKUHY Ha XKYyXK¥KadHHNe HaCEKOMEIX.

Ou BrIOexKasl Ha ITOCJIeMHUM IIPOJIET JIECTHHUILIBI, BeyIlel Ha MOBEPXHOCTh, HO 00HAPYKHUJI, YTO BBHIXO[
OB IJIOTHO 3a/102KeH KupnudaMu. Ha 3TOT pa3 KUpHu4y ObUIM HACTOIbKO KPEIKUMH, YTO, KakK OBl OH
HU IIMHAN WX, OHU He moafaBanuchk. OH U30 BCEX CHJI CTy4all B CTeHY, Kpuda o momorru. OH Kpuyar,
TI0Ka T0JI0C He OXPUII, ¥, U3MYYEHHBIHN, C ITYCTHIM XKUBOTOM, KOTOPHIHM 60JIes OT rojiofa, HaKOHeIl
3amomyas. OH MOBEPHYJICS ¥ IIPUCTAIBHO CMOTPEN B TEMHOTY BHU3Y JIECTHUITH, 605ICh, UTO B CBETE
JIAMIIBI HaJ] eT0 TOJI0BOM BAPYT IOSIBUTCS MaJleHbKasl pyKa C UfeaabHO POBHBIMHU I1ajIbI[aMU.

CBeT Hafi TOJI0BOM CTAaHOBUJICS BCE TYCKJIlee, OUeBUAHO, CKOPO OH moracHeT. [Ipixanue MTaHa
y4aCTUIIOCH, IIesl CHOBa Hayajla 3y[eTh, KOXKa HaTAHy/Iach U CTaja HEBRIHOCUMO HeNnpusaTHou. Korga
OH OBIJT y2Ke Ha TPaHu OTYasSHUS, BHE3AITHO YCIIBIIIa, KaK YTO-TO Hayaso AOJ0UTh CTEHY C IPYTOM
CTOPOHHI!

Cnacenue!

Korpa ctena Owiyia mpo6uTa ¥ CBET CHAPYKH XJIBIHYJI BHYTPb, I'Ta3a MTaHa MoOKpacHeNI! OT BOJTHEHHUS.
Ou BrIbexXas U3 TEMHOTH, ¥ IIePBO€, YTO OH YBUAEJ, ObLI He CTOSIINN Biiepenu CaMIoa U HECKOJIBKO
Opyrux Hemonen, a TaHKUCcep, CTOSIINY [T03ai1 HUX C CEPbE3HBIM BhIPAXKEHUEM JIUIIA.



WtaH He mor IIOBEPHUTE CBOMM I'JIa3aM — XKpeIll JlefICTBHTeHBHO Ipuexai B 3aHpeTHBIfI FOpOJI!

OH UHCTUHKTUBHO X0TeJl OPOCUTLCS K HEMY, HO, CHiejlaB [Ba IIara, BAPYT Obl cxBaueH CIMI03JIOM.
Owmera, memnast BUM, YTO OH CYACT/IMB HAWTH €ro, POILIeNTal eMy Ha yXO0:

— He 3a6rbIBait, 4TO ipyrue CMOTPST!

ViTaH TONBKO TOT[A MOHSJ, YTO YyTh HE COBEPIIHII OOJBIIY0 OMKUOKY. EMY IPHUIIIOCE TOJaBUTE OYPIO
3MOIIMH, cKaB I'yOBl, ¥ OH YCTPEMHUJI B3I Ha XKpelia. TaHKUCep Clerka yabOHYJICS eMy, U B €T0
T'0JIOBE BO3HHUKIIA YETKAS MBICIIb: «I'TTaBHOE, YTO THl B IIOPSIOKE».

HeCMOTpH Ha BC€ YXKaChHI, TIEPEXKUTHIE 3a OEHD, HUtan BAOPYT ITOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO BCE€ 3TU CTPAHHEIE
COOBITHS TOTO CTOHNJIK, €CJIK OH CMOT YBUOETH XKpella.

OH OB TIOTJIOIIEH PAfOCThIO CITACeHHUs, He 3aMedast, KaK Ccefloi, HaOmomaBIIui 3a ero 00bITUSIME C
CsM103710M, 3aAyMUYKUBO PA3MBIIIJISI O YEM-TO.

WTaH HaKOHEL MOJIy4Yr BO3MOXKHOCTh IIOrOBOPUTH C TaHUCepoM HaeauHe. OKa3aaoCh, 4TO
IPUYHHOMN BU3KTA XKpella B 3apeTHHIM ropoy Oblla HEeMCIIPaBHOCTh MalllMHE, KOTOpas Opana y
HTaHa KpoBb B MPOLIILIA pa3. Ha 3TOT pa3 oH mpuexaj, 4ToOB CHOBA B3STh 00pa3el] KpoBU. XOTS 3TO
He MOTJIO ITOJTHOCThI0 OOBSICHUTD, TI0YEMY OH Cpa3y e, IPUOLIB B 3alIPETHHIN TOPOfl, 3aCTaBUII
HavyaJbHUKA CTPaXK¥ OTIPABUTH JIIOJEM K 3alledaTaHHOMY TYHHEJI0 Ha OKpanHe 3aBOACKOTO paiioHa
BocTouHO¥M 30HH, HO BCe 3HAJIHU, YTO V KPHUIEl B eCTh He0ORYaHO Pa3BUTast HHTYULUS, TI03TOMY
HUKTO HE COMHEBAJIC.

TaHuUCep CHavasia 0OCMOTPEJI 0 IIeI0 C3afX ¥ HaXMYPHJICS. YEPHEIE TUHUK, KOTOPHIE YKe UCUE3ITH,
CHOBA HayaJIi PACIPOCTPAHSATLCS, IPUIEM ropa3no OricTpee, yeM pansblie. OH 3aMeTHs1 He60IbIIoe
VIIJIOTHEHHUE B MECTe, TIe YEPHbIe TPOXKUIIKY OblT Haubosiee T'yCTHIMH.

B 310 Bpems MTaH pacckasaj eMy O TOM, YTO BU[eN B 3a0pOIIeHHOM CTaHIIMKU METPO: OTIeYaTOK
PYKH, TeJIO ¥, HAKOHEeI[, YEPHAs TeHb.

2Kpelr cumTa, 4To B 3aIIpeTHOM Topofe, KOTOPHIM, BEPOSITHO, coOupaeT 00JIbllle BCET0 HeraTUBHAIX
3MOIMH ¥ Xa0TUYECKON MEHTaJIbHOM CHUJIBI BO BCEW TajlakTHKe, BIIOJIHE MOTYT 00MTaTh CTPaHHEIE
CyllecTBa. XOTs JTIOAX NIpaBUIN 3eMJIEN Ha IPOTSIXKEeHUN 0eCUKCIIeHHBIX BEKOB U Jaxe YyTh He
VHUYTOXKUIU €€, OHU BCE €Ill€ HeJOCTAaTOYHO XOPOIIIO 3HAIOT CBOM MOM. MHOTHE BUMH,
CyIIeCTBOBaBIIIME Ha 9TOM MJIaHETE C IPEBHUX BPEMEH, 10 CUX II0P HE OTKPHITHI.

— Trl He 3aMeyali, YTO C TeX 0P, Kak ThI OBbIJT 3apakK€H, CTPaHHbIE COOLITUSI BOKPYT Te0s cTamu
ITPOMCXOMOUTD BCE yamie? — TaHuCep CHenan may3y, MIPOU3HOCS 3TO C JIETKOW HaCMEIIKOH.

Htan HaxMypuics:

— YTo THI MMeelllb B BUAY?



— Cynst mo MouM HaOJTIOIEeHUSIM, TBOM CTPaX YCKOPSIeT MyTallUIo B TBOEM TeJle, Jaxke IIPeonoseBas
cuny Bora Ilopsimka. Bo3aMoxkHO, BOr 9HTPOMKY X0UeT YCKOPUTH TBOIO MYTALHUIO, TI03TOMY BOKPYT
Te051 IPOUCXONUT CTOJIBKO CTPAHHOTO. BO3MOXKHO, 110 KaKOK-TO IPUYMHE THL UM OY€Hb HYXKEH.

VitaH OBITT HETOBOJIEH €I0 TOHOM, KOTOPHIHM CKOpee BhIpakajl HHTepec, 4eM 0eCIIOKOMCTBO, U Jaxe
YYBCTBOBa/ O0UOY U 37I0CTh:

— Kaxoii emmé bor uTponuu? 3To T MEHS IPUBEI Ha TY CTaHIUIO METPO!

TaHucep, OOHAKO, BEITJIAOEI 03ada4Y€HHBIM:

— g7

— Ila, 3TO THI yepe3 MEHTAJIbHYIO CBA3b T'OBOPUII MHE, Kylda UATH — HAJIEBO UIIX HAIIPABO, U A HaIlEn
CTAaHIIUIO METPO.

TaHuUCep ITOKayas rojioBOY ¥ B3TOXHYII:

— Korga 51 mouyBCTBOBAJI TBOIO IAHUKY, S IIPOCTO CKa3asl Tebe YCIIOKOUTHLCS, @ TOTOM MOTEPSINI C
TOOOM CBsI3b. [103TOMY 5 Cpa3y ke HAIIEN MPEOJIOT, YTOO IPUeXaTh.

CrnoBa Tanwucepa omenomunu MtaHa. OH Ha MTHOBEHHE 3aMep:

— Tak Thl He TOBOPWUI MHE, Kyfia UATU?
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