Bups, kak mydaetcs [Ixkedd, Camioas, Ka3anock, X0Tesl IOGOUTH K HeMy, HO MITaH 0CTaHOBHUII €T0,
CXBaTUB 3a PYKY.

— JT0 MOXKeT OBITh 3apa3Ho, — IPeIyIPEau OH.

2Kpel11 pe3Ko IOJHSJI I'0JIOBY, €T0 XOJIOMHBIM B3I ycTpeMuics Ha MtaHa. 9ToT 6eTa, 0OUeBUOHO,
YTO-TO 3HaJI, UHaye Okl OH He HepBHUYAJI TaK, YCIIBIIIAaB, YTO 3a ABEPLI0 HaxoouTcs [xedd.

ViTaH moyyBcTBOBAJ ce0s HEJIOBKO IOl 3TUM IIPOHUIIATEIbHEIM B3TJISIOM, YYBCTBO BUHEI
ycunuBasock. Ecriu OB OH TOTIa pacckKasajl 0 TOM, YTO BUfIel, BO3MOXKHO, [Ixkedda ere MOXKHO OBIIO
OBI cacTu?

CTpaHHEBIE YePBH, TPOHUKAIIKE B TEJI0, CUTHAJ 0 ImoMoIry ¢ 6a3sl Ne 19 mepen ee nCUe3HOBEHUEM,
3apaxeHue yepe3 KPoBkb... Bce 3T0, Ka3anoch, OBITIO CBS3aHO TITyO0KOM, CKPHITOM CBSI3bIO.

Heyxenu... 3T0 yXe Ha4anocs?

C arou MeIcbi0 MTaH npuxkaics K CTeHe, ero rojoc gpoxari.

— Yro0 Temeps menaTh? — CIPOCUT OH.

— IToka ocTanbHBIE HE TPOCHYINCE, HY?KHO HEMEJJIEHHO U30JIMPOBATh €ro IJisi HabmoneHus.
CaMri0371, BO3bMU IBa Hamux ckadaHapa. TaH, IOATOTOBL MEIUITMHCKUM OTCEK! — PEIIUTENTLHO
npuKasajl TaHUCep, ero TOH He OCTaBJIS/ MeCTa [JIs BO3pakKeHU.

Jlexamui Ha ony Ixedd, Kazamoch, coxpaHsin caboe co3HaHUE. Y CIIbIIAB CI0Ba XKpella, ero efiBa
pasnuyuuMbIe TIa3a HaloJTHUIUCh Y2KaCoM.

— Her... He cacaiite MeH4... BonbHo! MHe Tak 60/15HO!

Ero ronoc, cli0BHO pa30pBaHHIM 1 COOpaHHbIM 3aHOBO, BHI3BIBAJI MypaIlKu. TaHUCEP CMOTPEIT Ha
HETo C COCTpafilaHueM, HO He U3MEHUJI CBoero peluenus. [[xxedd He Obl1 yemoBekoM Camioana,
TI03TOMY IIOCJIEOHUY HE CJIMIIKOM COYYBCTBOBAJI €My U Cpa3y ke OPOCHUIICS B 3aJl, Iie XPaHUIOCh UX
CHapsiKeHUe.

Witan mo3Ban [IXKuHYy, 4TOORI OHA OTBEJIA er0 B MeIUIIMHCKHUHM OTCEeK — repPMEeTUYHYIO KaMepy,
3aI0THEHHYIO U30JIMPOBAHHEIMU KOWKAMHU, TIOX0XKUMHU Ha MTOIYIPO3pavyHbie TPOOH B IIOJTyMpaKe
IJIMHHOTO ToMeteHusi. OH He 3HaJ, YTO AejlaTh, TO3TOMY IIpHKa3as [I)KUHe BbI3BaTh CEPBUCHOTO
poboTa, YTOOBI OTKPHITH OOHY U3 KOEK ¥ HAaCTPOUTh ITapaMeTphl Ha Aaucmiee. Korma Hy>KHO OBIIO
BBECTH Ha3BaHue WHGEKIUY, OH He 3HAJI, YTO IIUCATh, U BBEJ «Wn» [Heu3BecTHO]. K ero ymuBneHuto,
YPOBEHb M30JISIIINH aBTOMATHYECKHU MTOMHSIICS N0 MakKcuMyMa. O4eBHIHO, Pa3paboTIYNKK KOEK
IPEIyCMOTPEIIM BO3MOKHOCTE CTOJIKHYTHCSI C HEM3BECTHBIMM YI'PO3aMH B KOCMOCE.

Bckope Camroan u Tanucep, omeTrie B cKabanapsl, BHecnu [Ixkedda B oTcek. Ero Teno Ob110
OOMSKILIKM, CJIOBHO JIUIIIEHHBIM KOCTeH, HO, Ka3aJIoCh, OH BCE ellle YyBCTBOBAJI 00JIb, IPOSIBIIASA



KpariHue cTpagaHusi. Ero omexma Oblla MPOMUTAHA JIMIIKOM XXKUIKOCTHIO, MHOTHE M3 ero paH
JIOTIHYJIH, ¥ COK CTeKas Ha moj. MTaH mpukasan poboTy yopaTh Bce U MTPOBECTH TPOHUHYIO
ne3uH(eKIuIo.

Korpa [Ixxedda monoxuny B #301MPOBaHHYI0 KOMKY, OH BHE3AITHO Haydasl SPOCTHO OOPOTHCS, U
CaM1ioan efiBa yepakan ero. B aToT MoMeHT MTaH yBuzesn, Kak YTO-TO YepHOe Ha MIHOBEHUE
TI0KAa3aJI0Ch U3-TIOf MTaHuHE [[xKedda U TYT Ke CKPBIIOCH.

— ITom xKoxkeit uTO-TO ecTh!! Aaa!!! — [Ixkedd BHe3amHO 3aKpuya B arOHUM, ¥ BCe €Tr0 THOMHUKY Ha
JIUIle OMHOBPEMEHHO JIOMHYIIN.

Her... Ouu He monHymu... OHK OBITM pa3opBaHbl. becuucieHHbIE YepHBIE CYIIEeCTBa, TOX0XKHe Ha TeX
yepBel, HO TOpa3/0 MeHbIlle, pa30pBaii ero BOCHalIeHHY0 KOXKY U OBICTPO BEIPOCIIM U3 9TUX

«THOMHUKOB». VIX HUKHSS 4acTh Bce ellle Oblyia 3aCTpsBInel B Koxe [Ixedda, a BepXHSsd, KaK YEPBH,
n3rubanach ¥ BHIIPSMIISIACH B BO3[YyXe, CJIOBHO Ha €T0 JIUIlEe MOSBUIICS CJIOM CepO-YepPHBIX IIyTael.

OTO OTBPATUTENIbHOE 3PEJIUIIE 3aCTABUIIO JaXKe TAKOT0 KPEMKOoro 4ejoBeKa, Kak CaMIoas, B yKace
OTCTYIUTH Ha HECKOJIBKO II1ar0B, YIAPUBILUCH O APYTYIO U30JIMPOBAHHYIO KOUKY C TDOMKUM CTYKOM.

Tanucep, XoTs u GBI TOPA3M0 CIOKOMHee, ToXe mobmenHen u 6sicTpo otmyctun Ixedda. Tort,
Ka3aJIoCh, BHE3AITHO IIOTEPSJT CO3HAHKE, TI0JTyJiexka B KOMKe C HOraMH, BCe ellle CBUCAIOIIMMU Ha TI0JI,
¥ er0 JIUII0 ObITO MMOKPHITO STUMK TOHKMMHM, HEM3BECTHO YeM, IyIajIbIllaMy, TPYIHO OBITIO TOHSTE,
JKWB OH WX MepTB. ETo Teno Bce ele BpeMs OT BpEMEHHU OEPraoch, ¥ HEKOTOPhIe «THOMHUKHM» Ha
pyKax Haydayu JIOTAThCS, XKEJThe U YePHBIE BI3KKE BeIlleCTBa BEITEKAH U3 PA3PHIBOB, MO
KOTOPBIMH OBLTH BUIHBI IIOX0XKKE YEPHEIE CYIIeCTBa.

Tanucep nepsrM nputien B ce6si, 6ICTpo 3afBUHYI Teo Oxedda Briyds KOMKY U HaxKal KPaCHYIO
KHOIIKY PSIIOM C IBepbio. TpH C/0ST KPHIIKY OLICTPO 3aKPHIIUCE. Uepe3 TpU CJI0s1 HAHOCTEeKIIa BCe
ele MOXXHO OBIJIO BUAETH 9TU PaCTyIye YepHble HUTH, HallOMUHAOIIMe KOPaJlJIoBhX YepBel,
TAQHIYIOLIKUX B OKEAHCKUX TeYEeHUAX, CTy4alllUX 10 TePMETUYHOU KPBHIIIKe, CJIOBHO BEXKJIUBO IIPOCH:
«BrIyCcTUTE MEH».

3aKOHYMB, TPOE CTOSIIM B MOTYAHUU. T0, YTO TPOM3OLIIO 3a IOCIeJHUE [T0JT4yaca, OHU, BEPOSITHO,
HUKOTTIa He 3a0ymyT.

OHu Monumuck, 4ToOH [Ikedd 6511 MepTB. [I0TOMY YTO IO CPABHEHHUIO C TEM, YTO OHU BUIEH,
CMepTh Ka3ajach 00jiee MUIIOCEPIHOM.

Cam10371, CHSB cKadaHAp, cpa3y ke OPOCUIICS B YL ¥ TIIATEILHO BEIMBLI BCE TEJI0. XOTS OH 3HAI,
YTO Yepe3 TOJICTHIY CKadaHOp 3T CYyILIeCTBa He MOTJIN IPUINIHYTh K HEMY, OH BCE PABHO He MOT
1lepecTaTth MPeCTaBIATh, YTO OBl IPOU3OIIIO, eC/IA OBl OHU TIOTIa/IM Ha €T0 KOXKY.

WTaH c gpoxalmMu pyKaMmu Hanuil cee ToTHBIA 60Kal KPaCHOTO BMHA, BHIIIUI €0 3aJIII0M, 3aTeM
HaJIUJI ellle ONKH ¥ CHOBA BHINWJI. BUHO MeJIEHHO pa3nuBaoch B XeJNlyoKe, COTpeBas ero U HeMHOTO



Pas3roHss JIeMeHIINH yKac B cepatie. Ero pyku Bce elre ApoxKaju, 3y0sl ObUIM CTHCHYTH TaK
KPEIIKO, UTO OH He MOT UX pPa3KaTh. YCIIHIIIAB ITaTy, OH YBUMAE, Kak TaHKuCep MPOXOOUT II0 KOPULOPY
¥ BXOIUT B JTabopaTopuio aHanMn3a 6uomorudyeckux o0pa3oB. CTUCHYB 3y0Obl, MiTaH BCTal
TIOCTIeIOBAJI 33 HUM.

OH pe3Ko OTKPHIT ABEPD 1a00paTOPUU U, KaK U 0XKUOAJ, YBUAEI, 4TO TaHUCED HEPKUT MPOOUPKY C
00pas10M CTPAHHOI0 YepBs, COOMPAsICh CAeIaTh CPe3 ¥ IIOMECTUTD ero 0 MUKPOCKOII.

— MBI OMTKHBI CBSI3aTHCS C MAaTEPUHCKUM KopabjeM, 30eCh CIIMIIKOM OIACHO! — IPOMKO CKa3aJl OH.
TaHucep gaxe He IOOHSI TONIOBH, Hafles IIePYATKU U CIIOKOMHO KaIHYJ OllacHLEIA o6pa3el] Ha
CTEKJIO.

— Twl gymaetnrs, MaTepUHCKUHM Kopabnb 6ymeT 3a00TuThCst 06 aToM? OHM, KOHEYHO, 3HAIOT, YTO 3[I€Ch
YTO-TO He TaK, HHaue Obl He MPUBE3JIH BaC CIOa.

ViTaH cpenan mar Bepeq, ero KyJlaku ObITA CXKAThl TaK CUIBHO, YTO HOTTH BIIMBAJIUCH B JIAIOHHU.

— VM HameBaTh Ha HAC, HO OHU TOYHO OymyT 3a00TuThCs 0 Tebe. Eciu mpyrue yBUOST, YTO
ciayuusnocs ¢ IxxeddoM, Tel gymaelrs, oHU OYOYT TakK XKe BeXKJIUBH C TOOOM, Kak ceidac?!

TaHucep Ha MTHOBEHKE OCTAHOBUIICS, €0 I'JIa3a CJerka IOBEPHYIHUCh, OPOBY MPUIIOTHSIIUCE.

— ThI MHe yrpoxKaemb?

Ycnpimap onacHBIM TOH XKpela, HtaH He OTCTYIIUIIL.

— 910 He yrpo3a, 9To dakrt. [lepen nuuoM cMepTH Bce 6OSTCS, 0COOEHHO TaKO# cMepTHU. [laxke ecnu
MCII0/Ib30BaTh T€0ST KaK yrpo3y [JIs MaTePUHCKOTO KOpaOiist pUCKOBAHHO, 3TO BCE XKe JIy4lle, YeM
CMepTh.

Bups, 9to XKpen MOJIYUT, OH CHOeJlall elle HECKOJIBKO IIaroB BIIEPe., €ero TBepJIBIfI B3rJIdA0 BCTPETUIICA
C CepeﬁpI/ICTO-CepBIMI/I ri1a3aMu.

— He 3a0n1Baii, MBI BCE OTUYASTHHEIE JIVOYU, U, 3aTHAHHBIE B YT OJI, CIIOCOOHEI Ha BCe.

TaHucep BOPYT paccMesyics, CIIOBHO YBUOEN YTO-TO 3abaBHOe.

— He pyman, 4To THI, Tako# cnabak, Bce e UMeellb HeMHOT'0 cMeiocTu. He BonHYICS, g yXKe
CBSI3aJICSl C MAaTEePUHCKUM KopalbieM, OHM OTIPaBAT Ciofla BOeHHEIX ¢ [1naHeTh UB.

— [IpaBpa? CKOIBKO 4eoBeK?

— C IMnaueTs VB u 3eMnu mpuOyneT HECKOIBKO YeJIOBEK, Balll Ha4aJIbHUK CTPaXKH TOXKe MpHeeT.



HUtan IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KdK €TI0 Cepane HaKOHEeIl YCIIOKONJIOCh, OH CIIOBHO obeccurern, OIepcyd Ha CTOJI
CHSJI OYKH, IIOTHPAs 6p0BI/I, 0oJeBIIIHE OT HalIpsSA2KEeHU .

— Xopo1o... XOpo1o...

Ho TYyT K€ OH BCIIOMHHIJI €I1le KOe-4TO.

— 3aueM OHU Npue3kaioT? Heyxenu TOMbKO, 4TOOH 3a6paTh Tebs?

TaHI/Icep II0ZKaJl Ijie4aMu.

— He 31a10. OHE IIPOCTO CKA3aJIK «IIOMJEePKKaA».
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