— He BKITI04YaiiTe HAaC, MBOB, B 3TO «Ballle» PeIlleHHe, 3TO PelleHne 3eMHOr0 AJbsHCa.

TaHKCep IPOU3HEC 3TO C TAaKOU IETKOCTEIO, YTO MTaH IMOYYBCTBOBaAJ, KaK CTpax U sIpOCTh
OXBaTHIBAIOT €T0 C HOBOM cuiioi. CKBO3b JTMH3bI 0YKOB €T0 IbIIalolie rila3a ObUIM YCTPpeMIIeHE Ha
JIUIIO0 XKpella, X0JI0gHOe, CJIOBHO BhIpe3aHHOe 130 ybfa. [l[éxu MTaHa moKpacHenu, KyJlaku CKaJluCh
no Oenu3HEL, a ero Teyo, 4yTh 00Jiee BEICOKOE, UeM y Opyrux 0eTa, ciierka gApoxarno. g xKpelia OH
BHITJIAZIE]] KaK 3arHaHHBIM B YTOJI KPOJIUK.

Kponuk, 3arHaHHEIA B yTOJI, TOKE MOXKET YKyCUTh. IHTepeCHO, KaK 3TOT MATKUY U BEXKJIUBHIH
MyXuWHa OygeT KycaTbCs? — C JII0OOIEITCTBOM ITofyMai TaHucep.

Ho cmmycTst HeKOTOpoe BpeMsi MyK4YKHa, Ka3aJioch Obl, HAXOMUBIITHICS Ha TPAHU ITAHWKU U CPHIBA,
Havall MOCTeNeHHOo pacciabnaTeesa. Kymaku pa3xkanuch, ¥ MTaH cuenan mar Hal3af, riIy0oKo
BIOXHYJI U, TIOOHSB B3TJISA Ha XKpella, CHOBa 0OPEN CIIOKOUCTBHE.

Vinu, mo KpaHel Mepe, clenan BUM, 4YTO 0OPET ero.

— BEI camMu TpeIoXuIM HaM ITOMOIIL ¥ PacCKa3ajy 3T CeKpeThl. BUIKUMO, BEl HE XOTUTE, YTOOH
MBI, UJIU 10 KpaliHeil Mepe CaMioa1, morubau? YTo BE XOTUTE, YTOOH MBI Cenanu? — cipocun MTaH.

Tanucep yneIOHYJICS, YTOIKY €T0 I1a3 IPUIOTHSJIUCS.

— Y meHs JIefICTBPITeHBHO €CThb OfHa upes. Eciu BBl COTJIaCUTECH HOHpO6OBaTB, BO3MOZKHO, BEI
CMO2KETE BBI2KUTh.

CoamMtoan mpuinén B ce0s 61uKe K KOHITY OHSI. BOKpYT OBIZIO TEMHO, CJTafKOBATHIM 3allaX, HCXOIUBIIUN
OT HEro caMoro, eIlé He paccesijics, ¥ OT Hero TOWIHUIIO0. Tymyio 60Jb B BUCKe OH OIIyIajl CHOBA U
CHOBA, ¥ €My XOTEeJIOCh BEPHYThCSI B TO COCTOSIHKE TJIyOOKOTr0 CHA, M3 KOTOPOI'0 OH TOJIKO UTO
BBILIETT.

ViTaH craj, IpUCIOHUBIIKCH K SIIUKY B IPYTOM YTy TECHOTO IIoMeleHus. Ero Temo OBI7I0 CBEPHYTO
KaJIJauMKOM, OYKHU Chexasnu HaboK. [Tof rma3amMu BUOHEUCh TEMHBIE KPYTH — BUAUMO, ITOCIENHUE
HECKOJIBKO IHEH OH 130 Bcex cuj 3abotusncs o Camiosne. CaMI03II Cell U, OIIYILIBask B TEMHOTE,
Halesn OYTHIIKY C BOAOM, KOTOPYIO OBICTPO BB 0 AHA. OH CMyTHO IIOMHMJI, KaK BUEJ YeJloBeKa C
30JI0OTUCTBIMHM BOJIOCAMHM, UBa, ¥ €r0 3amax anb(dbl, KOTOPHIMA 10 CUX IIOP BUTAJI B €70 CO3HAHUM.

9TOT 3anax OBIJT COBCEM He I0X0XK Ha 3alax anb(} u3 3ampeTHOro ropofia UKk APYTUX 3eMHBIX anbd.
OH He OBUI TAaKUM arpeCCUBHBLIM, HO BCE PaBHO U3JIy4asl CAJTy U BIIACTh.

OH ocmoTpen cebs u yOemuIcs, 4To He BCTYIIUI B CBSI3b C TOM anbdoii. To, YTO OH, HAXOOSCh B TAKOM
COCTOSIHMHU, He GpOCHIICS B 0OBSITUS TOTO YEJIOBEKA, a ero HACHIIEHHBIN 3armaxX OMery, KOMUBIIUNCS



TPY TOfla, He 3aCTaBUII alb(]y MOTEPSITh PACCYAO0K, OBIIO HACTOSIIMM YYHOM.

Ho... noyemy TOT uB OKa3ascs 3mech? OH y3Hal ero cekpeT, ¥ Ternepb C3MI03J1 He 3HaJI, 4YTO U3 3TOTO
MOZKET BBIUTH.

OH 3amyMuuBO TocMoTpen Ha MitaHa. 9To 0H npuBen Toro uBa? UTo 0H 3agyMain?

BeposiTHO, yCrbIlIaB ero ABUKeHus, M'TaH ToXkKe OTKPHLI I'Mla3a. YBUAEB CIIOKOMHEIM B3rsan CaMmioasa
Y OIIYTHUB IIOCTEIeHHO NCYe3al0UINi 3amax, OH 06JIeTYEHHO B3JOXHYI U OTKUHYJICS Ha3af.

— Haxkone1n-to Twl mpuién B cebs. [Jaxe MOs MaTh B TePHO MEHOMAy3kl He Obl/la TaKOW CII0XKHOM. ..

CoMI0371y He TIOHPABHUIIOCH 3TO CPaBHEHHE, TeM 00jiee YTO OH BCE eIllé myMall O TOM 3aragoyHoi
anbde, MOITOMY OH MPUOIU3UICT K MTaHy Tak 6JTU3KO, YTO TOT CJIeTKa OTKJIOHMIICS Ha3af. I'omoc
CoaMmio371a GBI XPUIUIEIM ¥ 3By4as YTPOZKAIoIIe.

— 9TO TH IPUBEJI TOTO HBa-anbdy?

ViTaH CTJIOTHYJ ¥ HEYBEPEHHO OTBETUNI:

— Ia...

— Ho He BonHyiics, OH He paccKaxeT o Tebe! — TyT xKe mocnemus fo6aBUTh OH.

— IIa? Brl ¢ HuM O1u3Ku? — rojoc CoMiosa CcTajl eme 6oee ONACHBIM, X UX HOCHL IIOYTH
COTIPUKOCHYJIUCH.

HUtaH 3aMoTas TOJI0BOM.

— Hert! HeTt! 4 TONMBKO 4YTO C HUM IIO3HAKOMUJICS !

— W TBI, 4EPT BO3bMH, €My HOBepuiIcs?! Bo3aMOXKHO, Teleps BCce HEeMOAX Ha Kopabiie 3HAIOT, YTO
37ech ecTh omera!

CaM103J1 TOBOPUII C TAKUM YIIpEKOM, 4yTo ViTaH mouyBCcTBOBaN cebs HenoBKo. OH MofyMal, 4To
yXaxuBaJl 3a HUM [JeHb ¥ HOYb, a TOT, e[JBa OYHYBIIKNCh, HAUMHAET KOMaH0BaTh. Heyxkemnu y Hero
coBceM HeT coBecTu? OH 3aKpHII I'JTa3a U 3aKpHAyYat:

— A ugT0 51 momxkeH OblI menaTh?! OOWH HEJTIOOb YUY/ TBOM 3allax Ha MHE U YyTh He IIOMETHUJT MeHS
Kak oMmery! Ecnu Ovl He OH, 51 OB, BO3MOXKHO, He BepHYJIcs! K ToMy ke OH XKe XKpell, 3a4eM eMy U3-3a
OJIHOTO HEJoMs YCTpauBaTh Ieperoiox Ha Kopabne? OH moMor Tebe u3 HOOPOTHL, a THl BCE BpeMs



IIapaHOUIIb!

C sTumu crioBaMu OH CyHY1 CoMI03JTy B PYKHM MaJleHbKUi (PJIakoH C JIEKAapCTBOM U CEePOUTO N00aBUI:

— OH em€ npuHec Tebe T1eKapCTBO 0T MOO0YHHIX 3G (heKTOB. bepu, eciu Xo4elrs.

CoMI0371 HUKOT'/Ia PaHbIlle He CIHIIIa, YTOOR CeKpeTaph TaK KpUYas, ¥ Ha HECKOJIbKO CEKYH]I OH
TIOTEPSITI Iap PedH.

WTaH MOBEpHYJICS ¥ Hayas coOupaTh pa3bpocaHHbIe MO MOJTY CIaIbHbIe MELIKH.

— Ecnu yX KTO-TO moKeH 00gThCs, Tak 3TO0 5. ToT 60pogay, BepHYBIINCh, HABEPHIKA PacCKaxkeT
BCEM, 4TO s oMera. YTo, eciiu KTO-TO HAYHET IPUCTAaBaTh KO MHE?

CaM1037T MOJT4a CMOTPe Ha 0eTa, KOTOPHIM BOpYasl U XJIOIOTajl BOKPYT. B ero 06b14HO
BLICOKOMEPHOM Cepfilie BAPYT 3apOgUJIOCh YYBCTBO BUHHL.

IToxoxke, Ha 9TOT pa3 OH OEUCTBUTEJIbHO MOACTaBUII CBOETO CekKpeTaps.

OH NIPOYHUCTUII TOPJIO U CXKaJl TyOHL.

— O... Ecnu TH Tak O0MIIBCS, MOXKEIb CKa3aTh MpaBay. g CMOTY 3aIlUTUTE CeOsI.

— 3amuTUTh? {1 CTONIBKO CUJI IOTPATHI, YTOOH CKPHITH TBOIO JINYHOCTD, & TeIlePh THl XO4eIlh BCE
PaCKpPHITH?

WtaH riy6oKo B3MOXHY U, 06EPHYBILINCE, C COMHEHNEM IIOCMOTpeT Ha CaMioaa.

— 4 mpocTo Oymy HacTauBaTh Ha TOM, YTO ThI MO anbda. THl, KaXKeTCs, XOPOIIOo Nafuinb ¢ OTTO U
IOPYTHMH, TaK 4TO, IyMalo, HUKTO He TIOCMEeT TPOHYTh MEHS?

CsMI0311 CXBaTHUII €T0 3a IIJIeU0 U KPEeIIKO CZKall.

— He BOJIHYfICFI, IIOKa 4 30€eChb, HUKTO Tebs He TPOHET.

Ero rosoc 3By4asn yBepeHHO U CEPhE3HO, a BITJISAN OB COCPEIOTOUYEHHEIM, CJIOBHO anbda,
KJISHYIIANCS 3alllAIaTh CBOETo oMery. MiTaHy cTajio HEMHOTO HEJIOBKO OT TAKOTO B3TJIsifa, OH
OTIYCTHJI TJIa3a, MOMPABUII OYKH U TJIyOOKO B3TOXHYII.

— IIpocTo, moxarnyicra, 00JIbIle He gelail TaKuX IIYIOCTEMH.



[IBOe BepHYJIUCH Ha MOJIIHY, Tie coOMpanuch HeIloay, ToKa ocTanbHee crnand. OOuH Uy IBoe
00apCTBYIOLIUX HETIIOflel IOCMOTPENH Ha HUX, HO HUYero He CKa3asu. MtaH oTaan BCIO eny
CaMI0971y, U Temeps ero XKUBOT ropenl oT rojofa. CaMIoa/l CyHyIl eMy [IOCIIeOHUN KyCOK
CIIPeCCOBAHHOrO X1e0a U TUXO YCIOKOHII:

— IMoTepnu, s ckopo npuHecy Tebe Gobllle efbl.

HWTaH, XKys cyxoi xyeb, myMas 0 CTeKe Ha YIJIsiX, YIUTKaxX Mo-hPaHIy3CKH, IacTe C
MOPEnpPOOyKTaMH, IIIOKOJIagHOM JIaBOBOM TOPTE... Tpu MecsIia Ha3ad OH OCTABUII TIOJIOBUHY
3aMeUYEHHON HOXKKHY SITHEHKA B TPEUYECKOM PecTopaHe HemomaaéKy OT JOMa, a Teleph XKajesl, 4YTo He
IoeJl e€ o KOCTeH.

Korga HakoOHeIl HaCTYIIHIO YTPO, IPHUIeTeIn poboTel ¢ emoii. CaMI0371 coepKa CBOE CJIIOBO U C
SIPOCTBI0 OPOCUIICS K SIIUKAM C [0, U HUKTO He OCMEJIUJICS BCTaTh V Hero Ha myTu. OH BHIHEC
I[e/IyI0 OXalKy IMaKeToB C efou, u OTTO, CTOIBILIUM PSIOOM, 3aCMESIICS:

— Tlocnennue mapy OHEW S YOUBISAICS, KyOa TH mpomnai. OKa3ajock, Thl pa3BlieKasicsl C HOBOU
rmaccuemn?

CaMmr0371 6poCHIT Ha HETro B3TJIS.

— He Hecu epyHAEL

— He nputBopsiics. CKOTT BYepa BepHYJICSA U pacCKa3all HaM, 4YTO TBOU CeKpeTapb — oMmera?
3m0pOBO TH €T'0 3aMacKUPOBaJ 1of 0eTa, 5 Jaxe He Joragancs.

CoMroan PE3KO CXBAaTUII OTTO 34 BOPOTHHK, U €0 BOJIYBH I'lla3a 3aCTaBUIIX TOTI'O IIOKPBITHCS
XOJIOOHBEIM IIOTOM.

— f rosopur, He 51e3b K HEMY.

OtTO, XOTh ¥ OBLIT U3BECTHOU GUTYPOY B 3aIPETHOM I'OPOZE, BCE XKe NPUHaMeXkal K OKPyXKeHUI0
CamMmroana. Bee 3nany, uto ¢ KemnesnsM Kynakom CaMI037I0M NTy4dllle He CBSA3BIBATHCS, MHAYE MOXKHO
3aIIpOCTO NMUMIUTHCA XKU3HU. [ToaTomy OTTO nocnenun ynsl0HyThCA U TOKa3aTh, 4YTO He
IIPefiCTaB/IsAeT YIPO3HL.

— Paccnabncs, 4yBak, s IPOCTO IOUIYTUII, 3a4eM TaK CEPHE3HO?

CaMI037T TOXKe YIRIOHYIICS, OTIYCTUI BOPOTHUK ¥ JaXkKe aKKyPaTHO IOMPAaBUI CKIIAIKH.



— §1 ToXe TIOIIYyTHJTI, 3a4eM TakK CEPhE3HO?

OH pa3BepHYyIJIcs U yién, a OTTo, TOJIPKO HaYaBIIUY BEIAKIXATh C 00JIETYEHUEM, YCIIBIIIAI, KaK
CaMr0371 HeOPeKHO CITPOCHUIT:

— Tl cKasaim, 4To BY€pPa IIBITAJICA IIOMETHUTDH SJ'IJIpI/I‘-Ia CkotTt?
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