MarneHbKOe T1JIaMsi, CJIOBHO MCKpa B OKeaHe, 3aKTJI0 BECh ChIX3I0aHb. B TOT ke MOMEHT 3aKJIMHAHNUS,
HapHCOBaHHEIE MEJIOM Ha 3eMJie, Hayaju CBETUTHCA sipue, YeM PO30BbIM HEOH MAcCaXkKHOTO CajloHa
«['myOoKo¥ HOUM» B TIEPEYIIKE.

— Ox... — Bans Iy UHCTUHKTUBHO IIPUKPHUI I'Jla3a PyKOi, YTOOH! 3aIUTUTLECS OT OCTIENUTEIHLHOTO
CBeTa.

OTpOMHbIe CBETOBEIE IISITHa MEJIbKaJIk IIepen I'’'la3aMHu. OH HH4YEero He MOT pa3rndaneTs, HO, Ka3aJloCh,
B 3THUX CBETOBHIX BCIIBIIIIKAX YTO-TO BHUOEII.

HepCHeKTI/IBa B CBETOBBIX ISTHAX MeOJIeHHO MeHs/1ach, U BoHb H_[y IIO4YYyBCTBOBAIJI, 6YI[TO CcaM
OKa3aJiICA BHYTPHU IIPOUCXOOAIIETO.

Bupenue mocTeneHHo IIOBOPAYHUBAIIOCH, 1 B SIDKOM CBE€TE€ OH YBHUIOEITI MyXKYUHY C OIXMHHBEIMA t-IéprIMI/I
BOJIOCaMM, KOTOPEIE HUCIIAOAJIX Ha IIJIeYH. OH CTOSJI Ha KOJIEHSX, CJIETKa CKJIOHUB T'OJIOBY.

KTo-TO cKa3an:

— Bnappika BoCTOK, 3TO IeMOHHYECKOE CYIIECTBO, CO3TaHHOE U3 IPEBHET0 KOCTSHOT'O KIIMHKA. XOTS
OHO U CTapoe, HO TIIyIoe U yrupsaMoe, 6e3 Maseiiliero HaMeéKa Ha JyXOBHHIM KopeHb. Ecnu Bnagsika
TIOOUT MEYH, ST MOTY HauTH A Bac 4To-To myuire.

— He Hy)kHO, — pa3pasncs MITKUHN TOJIOC.

I'onoc noka3arncs BaHb lHy CTPAHHO 3HAKOMEIM, ¥ OH C YOUBIJIEHUEM IIOHAJI, YTO 3TO €T0
COOCTBEHHBIH T'0JIOC.

MSTKuUY roaoc MpPOoI0IKUII:

— 41 cam 3aiMyCh ero 3aTOYKOM.

Bous Iy yBuzmen pyKy, OsIBUBIIYIOCS. B CBETOBOM IISITHE, CJIOBHO 9TO Oblila €ero COOCTBEHHAs pyKa.
OHa Me[JIeHHO IIPOTSIHYJIaCh BIEDE].

Pyka Obisia 06/1aueHa B POCKOIIHLIM IPeBHUM XalaT C IMUPOKUMH PyKaBaMH, PACIIUTHIMU 30JI0THIMU U
cepeOpsSHBEIMY HUTSIMU, H300PaKaoIIMME IIbIIANee CoHIe. [IIMHHBIe, U3SIIHEIE TaTbIlbl
BBICKOJTb3HYJIM U3 BEIMUECTBEHHOTO PyKaBa, ¥ YKa3aTeIbHEIN IaJell CJIerka KOCHYICS moa0opoaka
YEePHOBOJIOCOTO MYKYHHEI, 3aCTaBIISIS €TI0 MTOMHSATh TOJIOBY.

Myz4unHa IOCTyIIHO NogHsA nuno, ¥ Baus [y cHayasna 3aMeTH1 ero pe3Kyio JTUHUI0 T0A00poaKa —
He OCTPYIO, HO CJIOBHO BLICEUEHHYIO U3 KaMH$, C XOJIOMHOU U CTPOTOX KpacoTOU, HallOMUHAKIIEeN
JIe3BUe Meya.



3aTeM OH YBUOEJI TOHKHE I"YGBI, C OCTPHIMH YT'OJIKaMH, CJIETKa OIIYIIEHHBEIMH BHU3, CJIOBHO OHHU
HHUKOI'Ia HEe 3HaJIu y'J'IbI6KI/I, H3J1y4asi XO0JII0OHOE U OTCTpaHéHHOe BEIDAXKEHHE.

Bricokui psiMOY HOC ¥ CBETIIO-THTAPHEIE T1a3a...

ITOT 4YeJIOBeK...

— Cy I'y? — Boans [y y3Ha NUI0 YePHOBOJIOCOTO MYKUYKHHL ¥ HEBOJIBHO BOCKJIMKHYIL.

Yyyyyy!

C xpuxomM Bans Iy moyyBcTBOBaJI, KaK CUJIB IOKAJAIOT ero. ['71a3a camMu co00¥ 3aKphUIUCh, U OH
Me[JIEHHO HadaJl ITafgaTh Ha 3eMJII0.

B TOT MOMEHT, KOTf]a OH y2Ke HOJIKeH OBl yIacTh, 00Jbiasi pyKa BHE3aIlHO MOSIBUIACh U3 HUOTKYA,
IIOIXBATHUB €T0 U yAepKHUBas Ha BeCy.

— Xo34uH!

— Bepna! 9To Mmaruueckuu Kpyr!

— Kt0 9TO cmenan?!

B crixstoaHe MOOHSICS CUNIBHBEIMA BETEP, U B 3TOT MOMEHT HECKOJIbKO YeJI0OBEK BOPBAJIUCh BHYTPb.

Bnepequ 1€ BEICOKUHM MYKYHMHA, ONETHIA B YEPHOE, C TOHKUMHU Ir'y0aMHu, CJIerka ONyIleHHbBIMYA BHU3.
YBupes, uto Baub Illy mafaeTt, oH pe3Ko LIarHyJl BIEPEN, I0IXBaTUB €T0.

910 0811 Cy I'y!

3a HuM BOexkana CaHblIlaHb, C YOUBIEHUEM TISOA Ha MarudecKui Kpyr Ha 3eMIie:

— OTO pUTyal XEepTBOIPUHOIIEHUA?!

ChIxall HaXMYyPUJICS:

— IToxoxke, KTO-TO Halle/IUJICS Ha X035WHa. Ero sHeprus SH HaMHOTO CHJIbHee, Y4eM y OOBIYHBIX
Jirofel. OTo MPUBJIeKaeT He TOJIBKO HAC, HO U JAPYTHUX AYXOB.

BaxyaH, ubsg rubkas ¢purypa Oblyia 00TAHYyTa IUIIa0, KOPUYHUIach, CJIOBHO OT G0H:

— XBatut OonraTh! [Toracute cBeuy, HHaue 5 HE CMOTY CAEPKUBATh CBOIO UCTUHHYIO popMy!

CaHbIIIaHb X0TEJIA TOTACUTh CBeYY, HO KojeOanack. Maruyeckuil Kpyr ObIJI HAPUCOBAH HE MPOCTHIM



YeJ0BEeKOM, 1 OHa 00s1ach e CTBOBATh 0€3 IIOAT0TOBKH.

Menx!

B sTor MoMeHT Cy I'y, ¢ X07IOOHBIM BEIPazKeHHEM JIMIlA, OOHOM PyKou mepxka Baus Iy, mpyro# pe3ko
B3MaxHyJ. YEpHEIHN OAIM coOpasICs B €ro JIaoHHu, IPeBpallasch B HEBUAUMBIN ITMHHEIN Med.

C pe3kum 3ByKOM Cy 'y onmyctun med, paccekasi CBedy IOIOJIaM.

Ckputl...

OcTaTKy CBeuu ymanyu Ha 3eMJII0, U IIJJaMsd MTHOBEHHO Ioracjo. Marudeckuil Kpyr, CJIOBHO
BBIK/TIOUEHHHIN HEOH, ITOTEPSIT CBOM Orieck. BeTep B ChIX3l0aHe MOCTENEHHO CTUX, ¥ BCE BEPHYJIIOCH B
HOPMY...

Cy I'y, He BrIpaxas amorui, mopHsa Baus Ily. Ero cua Gblyia HEBEPOSITHOM, ¥ OH C JIETKOCTHIO
IIOMHSI B3POCJIOr0 MYXKYHKHY, IPOU3HECS JIUIIL OTHO CJIOBO:

— Tlomnu.

Bans Iy uyBCcTBOBa ce0s1 yCTaBUIUM, €T0 TJla3a CIUIANIKCh, ¥, XOTS OH IIOHUMAJ, YTO 3TO COH, He
MOT TTPOCHYThCS.

9T0 OBLI CTPAHHBIM COH...

B cBoém cHe Boans llly cHOBa Bumen Bce 0T nepBoro iuna. OH CloBHO cTan «Bnamsikou BocTokoM».
Bokpyr Hero BUJICS T'yCTOM TyMaH, a ero Tejo Obls10 00EPHYTO B IPOXJIaHbIN MENK. Besblii xanar ¢
POCKOIIIHEIM Y30POM COJIHIIA CKOJIB3HUJI 10 €r0 IIJledaM, MATKO Cliafias BHU3.

KT0-TO 00HSI €ro c3angy, NPUTSAHYB K cebe. UEPHBIE BOJIOCH KOCHYJIUCH €T0 IIeH, CIerKa MOIeK0TaB
KOXY.

3aTeM HU3KUH, XPUILJIBIM T'OJIOC IPOLIENTAll eMy Ha yXO:

— Teno Bnaneiku BocToka Takoe TEImoe.

9tor romnoc... Cy I'y?

Baus Iy xoTen 00epHYThCS, HO He MoT, OyAy4u yaepXKuBaeMbIM B 00bATUSAX. OH Tak U He YBULET
JHIla YejloBeKa C YEPHBIMU BOJIOCAMH.

Ero ry6nl camu co0o¥ TPOU3HECTTH MSTKUM TI'0JIOCOM:



— $1 — Gor MOJIOIOTO STH, MOE TeJI0 HAIIOJTHEHO SHEPTHel SH, ¥ OHO Telyee, YeM Y OOBIYHBIX JTI0IeH.

T'oBops 3To, Baub Iy mouyBCTBOBAI, KaK €ro TOpJo ciierka apoxuTt. OuryiieHre ObII0 II0X0XKe Ha
ONbSHEHME KPEIIKMM BHHOM, Pa3/IUBAIIAMCS 10 BCEMY Tesy, OT MaKyLIKU 40 KOHYUKOB IaJIbIEB,
3acTaBinsst ero cnabets. I'010C cmerka mpozxKart:

— [ToueMy THI BCE elIE...

— Brnapgpika, — XpHUIIIO pacCMesJICSI YePHOBOJIOCHHM MyK4KMHa, — pa3Be Brl He coOupanuch 3aTOYUTh
MEeHs? JTOro IIoKa HegoCTaTO4HO...

B apeBHOCTH CyI1eCTBOBaI KOCTSIHOU KJIMHOK, KOTOPBIM Brapgrika BoCTOK 3aTO4uUII caM.

Jlerenma rnacut, 4TO 3TOT KJIIMHOK OBIIT CO37laH U3 KOCTEH JAUKOT0 3Beps, HO OBLIT TYTIBIM U YIIPDSMBIM,
He IMoggaBasiChb O6y‘-IGHI/IIO.

[To HeV3BEeCTHHIM IPUUYKMHAM 3TOT HUYEM He IIpuMedaTeIbHbIM KIMHOK OBl BEIOpaH Bragsikoi
BocTokoM, 60ToM YHCTOTO SIH, KOTOPHIH JINYHO 3aHSJICS €Tr0 3aTOYKOM.

[mynelid KITMHOK, BHIIABIIMKM M3 TPEX MUPOB U He NIPUHAJIeXKaIlIUM IITH dJIeMeHTaM, IIPeBPaTUiICcs B
YHUKaIbHOe 602KEeCTBEHHOE OPYKHUE.

Bo BpeMeHa gpeBHUX BOWH U MacCOBHIX yOunCTB Brambika BocTOK 0okul KNUHOK 2KENTOMY
HmnepaTopy, KOTOPHIH UCII0IH30BaJl €r0, YTOOH 00e3r1aBuTh CUHTSHS. [Iocie OKOHYaHUST BOMHEI
HmnepaTop nokeH OBUI BEPHYTH KJIMHOK, HO M3-3a CPakKeHUM OH BIUTAJI CJIUIIKOM MHOTO KPOBU U
3710051, TPEBPATUBIINCH B IbSIBOIILCKOE OPYOUE, CEeI0Ilee XaoC CPpeaH JIIoeH.

YcnrimaB 06 3ToM, Briapbika BocTOK MTUYHO pa3pyOus KIIMHOK, TIOXOPOHUB €r0 OCKOJIKH B TPOOHHUIIE,
r1y00KO TI0f 3eMIIEH.

Paspyienue KIMHKa OOJIKHO OBIJIO BEPHYTH MUD, HO, OyIy4U ObSBOJIBCKUM OPyAUEM U IIOJTy4UB
3aTO4YKy OT Bnagsiku BocToka, MHOTHE KaXaaly 3aoIyYuTh €ro 0CKOJIKY, YTOOb BOCCO3[ATh 3710.
Bnapgeika BocTOK, He BUASI MHOTO BEIXOA, CO3JAJl IIECThAECST IIeCTh JIOXKHBIX TPOOHUII,
pa3bpocaHHbIX 110 BCel LI3104K0Y, YTOOH CKPHITh HCTUHHOE MECTO 3aXOPOHEHUS.

C Tex 1op 0CKONKH KOCTSIHOTO KJTMHKA ITOKOSTCS IO 3eMJIEN, ¥ UM O0Jbllle He CyKOEHO YBULETh
CBET...



TEéMHELIN ¥ TEeCHBIN Mara3uH.

3uMHUY BeTep OUIICS 0 XPYIKHE OKHA.

HoBast BbIBeCKa pe3K0 KOHTPACTUPOBaja CO CTaphiM Mara3uHoM. Ha Heit OBI7I0 HAmKucaHO CEMb
MepOTIUQOB:

— BuHTaXHbIM Mara3uH «KoImeEITO Y4EPHOTO OCIIa».

Cy I'y mpuiypurcs, rnsigs Ha Bcé emne 6e3 co3Hanus Bausb Illy. Ka3anock, oH 0 4€M-TO fIyMal, U €To
PYyKa HEIpOU3BOJIbHO KOCHYJIACH IIEH.

TawMm, Ha 1Iee, OBII OIIMHHBINA ImIpam, TIOXO0KMH Ha CTapyIo paHy. OH OBIN YPOOIMUBEIM U U3BUIINCTEIM,
CKPEIBAsiCh I1O4 BOPOTHUKOM, HE IIO03BOJIAA PACCMOTPETHL €TI0 IIOJITHOCTRIO.

— Bnageika? — CanbluaHb 3aMeTuIa, Kak Cy 'y KOCHyJICA 1IpaMa, U CIIpOoCua:

— Bama cTapas paHa cHOBa 60HT?

— Ecnu 6omne3ub BepHynach, 1 BaMm Hy>KHa SHepPTrHus SH [JIS IOaBlIeHUs, — €€ B3TJISL CTall OCTPHIM,
— Y 9TOro MapHs 9HEPrus SH HaMHOTO CHJIbHEe, YeM Y IPYTUX. MoXKeT, IpocTo yObEM ero?

— He nyxHo, — Cy I'y IOmHS PYKY, €T0 JIULI0 OCTABalIOCh CIIOKOMHBIM U XOJIOIHBIM, ITOUTH 03
aMouuy. — BKyCHOe Jiydllle OCTaBUTh Ha IIOTOM. K TOMy Ke... OH KaXeTCs MHEe 3HaKOMBIM.

BaxyaH C 11000 TCTBOM CIIpOCHIIa:

— [ToueMy X034uH BCE elle He npuien B cebsa? OH Bedb 0OBIYHBINM CMEPTHBIM, HEYKeU MarudecKui
KpPYT IIOBPEOUII ero pasym?
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