FO# fIHb yKe mongHs obiiancs yepe3 KaMeHb epefadyy CBSI3U, HO TaK U He MPUIIEIT K COTJIaCHIo.
L1310 IITao ocTaBancs B HeBeNeHUU, YTO IPOUCXONUT C [ToBenuTeneM [[eMOHOB.

«JlagHo, nafHO. TH TYT CTONBKO JHEU Kal00HO «MIyKaellb» U JOHMMAaellb MeHs, IPUAETCS CaMOMY
HaBe#aThcs K Tebe» — pemm 1[3t0 [Ilao. YTo-To siBHO mpou3ouuio ¢ [lyanb JInHeM, pa3 KOTEHOK
HOCHUJICA 110 nemnepe 6e3 npucMoTpa. M3 6narux mo0yKaeHUY OH 3aX0Tell IPOBEPUTH, B YEM LEJIO.

01 dup OyKBasbHO 3aTaHIEBA OT PAfOCTH ¥ Haval BO30YXKIEHHO «MIyKaTh», HAllOMUHA
npuHecTH HeOeCHbIE IIJIOAH U JaXke HEeCKOJIbKO COPTOB IIOMKUMO TOTO, YTO yXkKe 00elllaHo, Befib B
Telrepe XBaTUT MecTa [Jisg xpaHeHus. «Kak pa3roBopuuB», — mopyman 1[3to [ITao 1, KOHEYHO, HE MOT
IpuexaTh C MyCTHIMU PyKaMH.

Korpga ke 0OH momouién K BXoay B nelrepy [yans JIMHS, TaM CTOSI HelmpoOuBaeMbIi 6aphep: HU
IPOUTH, HY TIepeaTh Yepes MOPor HU OJHOT0 S0I09Ka.

L1310 ITlao 3aMemKascs, HO TYT K HeMY IIOKATHUJICS MyXJiblit Oesbiil kiy6ouek. Hy, BO3MOXKHO,
«IIOKaTHUJICSI» — He COBCEM TOUHOE CJIOBO, IIPOCTO Y HETO OBLIM TaKue KOPOTKHUE HOXKKHU, YTO UX JIETKO
OBLJIO He 3aMETUTE.

«IIpocty, g TyT npubexka, cnacubo 6onbinoe!» — riaazamu ropopun H# fHE.

OH B300pancs K BXOAY ¥ IOJHSJI B30D: [lepell HUM CTOSJI BRICOKUH I0HOINA C U3SIIHEIM 00JIKOM. B
MUpe KyJIbTUBAIMU SBHO LIEHUJIN KPacoTy: He TaKOW pe3Kuii, Kak JIuHb, HO 0oJjiee TOHKUM U
YTOHUYEHHBIN.

HepBoe BII€4aTJIEeHHEe — IIPOCTOBaTasd BHEIIHOCTEL, HO IIPUTTIAAEBIINCH, 3aMeYdaelllb, YTO OHa THUXO
IIPUKOBEIBAET B3TJIA.

Ou dup BroapeBancs B L[3to [1ao, a TOT OKMHYJT KOTEHKA BHUMAaTEIbHLIM B3TJISIA0M:

[eTepoxpoMHEIe T7la3a, OTPOMHBEIE 3paYKH, KPOXOTHHIM PO30BBI HOCHK — 3TH YePTH 3aHUMaJIu BCE
mu4YrKo. HacTosiass KBUHTICCEHIIUS BEIPA3UTEIbHOM, HEOTPA3UMO MHUJIONW BHEITHOCTH.

Y rmaBHOE — MaHepa cMOTpeTh. Korma KOTEHOK CMOTPEJ BBEPX IIMPOKKMMHU TJla3aMH, OH Ka3asiCs
YMOPHUTENIbHO HAaUBHLIM: HE XUTPYET, He XKYIbHUYAET, a IPOCTO TSIHET TYOKX OT [IOBEPUYUBOCTH.

«Tenepb MOHATHO, ToYeMy JIMHB TaK MO0 Tebs» — yaeiOHycs 1310 [1lao, B3MaxHyB PyKaBOM H
npuceasi, YTo6bl HEMHOTO ITOIPA3HUTL MaJIOTKy. Ho BOPYT BCIIOMHUII IIpo G6aphep:

«2Kamp, HO TBOU X035IUH II0CTABUJI 3ALIUTY — s He MOT'Y BOUTH, a Thl HE MOXKeIllb BEIUTH».

FO# f1Hb aXX MOOIPHITHYI: TOYHO, OH 320k 00 9TOM.



«ITevyanpHO» — B3moxHYT L1310 ITao. «[Toxoxke, TeOe He MOMAAYyT MO HEOECHBIE TIIIOIBI».

U meiicTBUTENIbHO OTOPYHUIICS KOTEHOK: ero riia3a notyckHenu. L13io [llao TUX0o ycMexHyNICA U
CIIPOCHIL:

«A 3a4eM X035IMH YCTaHOBUII 3TOT Oaprep? ['me oH caM?».

«Mdy... MAy-May-Msy!» — pacTSHYJIOCh B BO3Ayxe oT4asiHHoe: «OH Meputupyet!». Kpome toro, HOi
fAHb IIMPOKO pacKphil rfla3a: «OH He Mo x03guH! Ecnu yK Ha TO MO0, S HOJIKEeH OBITh 3[eCh
X03UHOM!».

11310 I1Tao, KOHEYHO, €T0 He IOHUMAJI, HO CMBICJI YJIOBUJIL:

«XO035MH YTO, B YEAUHEHUU?».

Baprep, cyas mo Buay, ObLT TpeiHa3HauyeH He OJ1s1 IOCTOPOHHUX, @ YTOOBl KOTEHOK He VIIEN TYISATh.

«Msy!» — nogTBepoun FOu dub.

L1310 Illao mozkan miedaMu:

«Torgma HUYEM He MOTY IIOMOYb. Kou x035iMHa — OH €QUHCTBEHHBIN, KTO MOXKET CHSTh 6apbep>>.

OH 3apepKascs psSaoM ¢ KOTEHKOM, HO IIOJ] TSKECThI0 PaCTEPSHHBIX I'/Ia3 PEeIInil: IOMOYb He MOTY,
yx0xy. YyBCTBO BUHHI 3a O€IHSIKKY OCTAIOCh.

«Jlyans JIuHB, HAIO OTHATh EMY [JOJIXKHOE, YXOMs B yeAUHEHNe Ha JeCsTh JHel uiu 60Jblie, He
3a0wIT 0 muTOMIIe. A GegHEIM KOTEHOK CTPafial B OQUHOYKY... MOXKET, B CIIeyIOIINAN pa3 CTOUT
mpenoXuTh JINHIO Ha BpeMs MeIUTalluy IepefaTh ero Ha MHe. 51 ¢ pajocThio ObI T03a00THIICS O
HEMD».

Ho HO# {1Hb BoBCe He OBII KaloK. [[o TpaHCMUTPAIMKY B POMaH OH JaBHO IIPUBHIK K OMUHOYECTRY.
[IpocTo mocne TenepelrHuX JHEN BMeCTe pe3Kas TUIIMHA Ka3anach HeMPUBLIYHOU. [lepBrie IBa OHS
OH CKyd4aJl, a TIOTOM HaIlen cebe 3aHATUS — THSIMHU HAIIPOJIET UCCIIef0oBal Melepy.

[Tpomuanucsk nsTh oHe. Kak u obemasn, B Ha3HauyeHHHBIM CpoK [lyaHb JIMHB BHIIET U3 MEIUTAIUU.
[TepBEIM [enOM OH yBULET CBOET0 KOTEHKA — BMECTO YMCTOTO ¥ aKKypaTHOTO IYIIUCTUKA TOT
BAJISAJICS B IIBUIM, IIEPCTKA CIIyTaHa, a B 3ybax — J103a, KOTOPYIO OH BEIYOUJ U3 LIBETHUKA.

«[IoxoxKe, THI IIeJIEIMU OHSIMHU JTa3UJl B IIEJIAX U KOMNAaJCs B 3eM/Ie» — POBHBEIM I'OJIOCOM CKd3aJl JIuHB,
HO 3aIlaX CBIPOCTHU U I'DA3U HACTOPOZXKMUII €T0: a BAPYT B IIOCTEJIb YK€ 3aTaUJINCh O110XM U }Ky‘-IKI/I?



FO# f1Hb, HacMaXXOaBIIMICS UTPOM, 3aCTHII IIPU 3BYKE T'0JI0CA ¥ BRIIPSMUIICS: JIuHb mpocuymcs! Tyt
3Ke 0TOPOCHII 7103y, PBAHYJI B €T0 00BATHUS U 3aBOIIUII:

«Msay-may-May-may-may!» = «Trl, 3710mel, HaKOHeL-TO IpocHycsa! TBOU AparoneHHBIA MaJIbIIl
TaKOM TPSI3HBIM, UTO Ha HEM yXKe TpulOBl pacTyT!».

JInHb KJIIUKHYJI A3BIKOM, YXBATHUJI KOTEHKA U, He IEePeMOHACH, 6pOCI/IJ'I B MEOHBIN Ta3 A7 KyIlaHHW .

«Cerogus 6e3 MEIIa He OT/IeJIaellbCcsa» — I10XKaJl OH IyiedyaMu. «MHOTma TH BCE XKe 3a61/1paembc;{ B...
HY, B Me€CTa II0CJie KOTOPHIX ThI HE ITOX0ZK Ha YU CTIOJIIO».

HOu flup, 3Hasd CBOM r'pexH, BCTAJ B Ta3y Ha 3afiHUE JIAaNIKU U Buenuics B JIuHg mankamu. Hecmotps
Ha BOpYaHUE X0359MHa, OH CTPACTHO IPUXKUMAJICI, MypJ/iblda OT YOOBOJIbCTBUS «MAY~~>».

«CaMas HeBeXKJ/IHBas Tpare3a B UCTOPUU» — B3OOXHYII JIVHD ¥ HEOXKUTAHHO CMSITYHIICS,
OTJIAHYBINNCH Ha YIIMTAHHOT'O, T'PA3HOI0 IMMYIIMCTUKA C €0Ba 3aMeTHOM XKaJlOCThIO.

«JlagHO» — CKa3aJl OH HaKOHeI[. «X0Yelllb JTa3UTh B HOPHl — J1a3b. X04ellb I'psi3b — 6yab mo6p. Ho
3HaM: KOT[la TBOM MeX ITOKPOETCs I'PSI3bIo, TyKaMu, s 6yay TepIeluBO OTMEIBATh TeOsi CHOBa».

OH aKKypaTHO BBIMBLT KQXKIbli KOJITYH ¥ 3aMyCTHJI TTAJIbIE B MOKPHIE M€X, PACITyTHIBas KazK/IbIH
Y3€JI0K.

[Tocne kynenu Ou AHp He celIns IOKUAATE I1J1e40 JIMHS: OH YIOTHO YCTPOUJICA Ha lilee feMOHa U
TEPCSI MOPHIOYKOM O ero BOPOTHUK — YYTOUYKY I0YecaTh CBOE JIo0uMoe MecTo. [TpoIisiii cTpax
II03BOJIUTh TPOTATh 3Ty 0671aCTh UCYE3.

[Toka KOTEHOK 3a0aBIsICs, B MATHAALATE ABUKeHUN JIMHS meriepa obpesia IpexKHUHN IOPSOOoK: BCe
crenbl KOITaHUM CTEPIIUCS.

YBUOEB OCTaBIEHHEIHN V¥ CTeHH 06en, JInHb 3aMeTul, uTo KO# fIHb IOYTH He TPOHYI efy 3a 9TH [HHU.
Ceprlie ero CHOBa CMSTYHIIOCEH: OH 3aep2Kasics eIlné Ha Iapy MIHOBEHUH, YTOOBI COCTABUTh
KOMIIAHUIO MYIINCTHKY, TPEXK/e YeM YIaTuThCS.

HOu fub 3acthun, Korpa [ToBenuTens [eMOHOB 4yTh HAKJIOHUJI T'OJIOBY ¥ IIPOTOBOPHUII:

«CocKy4umncs?».

B ero rmasax 3aCTBIIO TUXO€ BECeJbe, a YTOJIKY I'y0 OPOTHY/IHN B TaKOM eiBa YJI0BUMOH yIbIOKe, YTO
KOTEHKa ITOJKUJIKYM IPOTHYJIU OT YMUJICHUS.



OH IOJHSIJI TOJIOBY KaK pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, Korfa [lyaHb JIMHb CIeTKa OMyCTHII TOA00POMIOK, ¥ T'yORI
IeMOHa KOCHYJIUCH IIEHTpa ero j16a — CIIyJalHbIHA MOLeyH.

JIuHb 3aMep, CJIOBHO HAcCJIaXkOasCh MIHOBEHLEM, a 3aTeM, He OTBOS B3IJIsia, CHOBA KOCHYJICS €T0
MSATKUX BOJIOC TyOaMu:

«Pa3 yX THI TakK He X04elllb OTIIyCKaTh MeHs, 5 3aJepKyCh elllé Ha YeTBEPTh Yaca. A Temnepp —
CIIaTh!».

Ia Hy! 9TOT UMIIEpaTOp HU 3a UYTO HE 3aCHET!

01 dHb pacnaxHyn riia3a, ero riia3a ObUIN KPYTJIBIME, KaK MeOHbEIE KONOKOJIbYHUKH!

W TyT paspmancs 3ByK KaMHS I Iepefaydn CBSI3U. JIMHb JIEHUBO MOOHSJ KAMEHb, U B OTBET
IIOCJIBIIIAJICS 3HaKOMEIH rosoc 11310 Ilao:

«[lyass JIVHB, TH y2Ke OKOHYUII YeOUHEHHE?».

JIuub nopgHsn 6poBk: oTKyma v 1310 IlTao atu cBemenusi? — «UTO CIIy4nIOCh?» — CIIPOCHUIT OH.

«Huuero ocobeHHOT0» — TI0CNIeoBal OTBeT. «[IpoCTO KOTEHOK MEHSI JOHUMAJI, ¥ S CIIyCTUJICS K
TBOEHU IelIepe...».

[Toxa oH ciyman, [IyaHb JIuHb HaxMypuil OpoBU. B TOT MOMEHT, Korfia OH MmoHsI, uTo 1310 Ilao
BUIEJ 3TOT MaJIeHbKUI MYIIUCTHIA KOMOY€EK, B HEM IIOJHSIach BOJHA He00hSICHUMOM BpakaeOHOCTH.

I'OI7I pahins) HO‘-IYBCTBOBaJ'I 3TO U ero H.IepCTKa BCTaJla I[bIﬁOM — MHCTHUHKT KpI/I‘-IaJ'I: CerogHsa HOYhBIO A
ympy!

YT0 3a yepTOBIIUHA?!

HeckonbKo MIHOBeHUM Ha3al BCE OBITIO MPeKpPacHo, a Terepsb — IloBenutens [JeMoHOB B rHeBe? FOu
fHb efiBa He 3aCTOHAJI, OTYASHHO «MsSyKasi», YTOOB OTOTHATH JIefIeHAIIYI0 er0 AYIIY yrPo3y.

«XM...» — mpoxpunen JIuab, mpuxons B ce0s. Ero ronoc ctaa Kak né: «PaHbllle MHE IPUXOIUIIOCH
yroBapuBaTh Te0ss 6eCKOHEYHO, YTOOHI TH OCTAJICS Y MEHS Ha PyKax. A Temneps Thl QIUPTYEIIb C
Yy2KaKOM, 30BEIb ero K cebe? 3a KOro Thl MEHS IPUHUMAEIh? ! ».

Barnapn Jluns OBLIJT HACTOJIBKO XUIITHBIM, 49TO KOTEHOK T'OTOB OB IIPOBAJIUTECA CKBO3b 3E€EMIIIO.

<<M$Iy...>> — THUXOHBKO IIPOIIEINTalI OH, YyBCTBYs CBOIO HEBUHOBHOCTE. OH He KOKeTHHYaJ, He IhITaICs



YBUJIBHYTh — IIPOCTO GecemoBalt...

A ecnu 3T0 «6aI0OBCTBO», TO YEeM XKe Torma OLUIM BCe ero JIaCKU M HOYHEIE O0MTAHUS B 00BATUSX
meMoHa?

[Toka3aB XXMBOTHUK U JIU3HYB JIAIKY, KaJ00HO TOCMOTPENT HA X03SHUHA — HO 3TO JIUIID YCYT'yOUIO0
cutyarnuio. O dHb 4yBCTBOBAJ cebs m0-HACTOSIIEMY 0CKOPOIEHHEIM. Pafi cOOCTBEHHOM Kolllauybel
6e30maCHOCTH OH OCTOPOKHO IIOIIEBEIUIICS, IIBITAsICh COCKOIB3HYTh C Iieda [lyaHb JIuHs.

JIuHb Iar"yJI Bnepén ¥ MTHOBEHHO ITOoMMaJ KOTEHKa B JIaAOHH, UX BI3TJIAOBI BCTPETUIINCE.

«Kyma TrI cobpascsi?» — ero pyka He OPOTHYJIa HU Ha JIONM.

Manenpkuu 01 fIHb 3aCTHUT: pa3Be ceryac He BpeMsl COUYBCTBOBATH U jlackaTh? Het, mopa
npsaTaThCs!

Ho TloBenuTtens [1eMOHOB BHE3AITHO BHOBb CMSATYUJIICS U MIPOU3HEC MTOYTH MIEMIOTOM:

«Thl — MO¥ KOT. B TBouX ria3sax foixkeH ObITh TOIBKO 5. M Torma s mpomosxky Te0st 6amoBaTh.
[TorsAn?».

On dus: ...!

[1d! Beero mutith cOOCTBEHHNYECTBO. CMOTPHUTCS KaK-TO YK OUEHb I0-IeTCKH.

Ho... BEIK1BaHUE IIPEBHIIIE BCETO.

«Msy-y...» — KOTEHOK ITe4aIbHO MSIYKHYJI U HEOXOTHO KUBHYIL

<<XOpOH.IO>> — JINIOO HyaHB JIuHS, CIIOBHO CBapPEeHHOE U3 YKCYCa, HaKOHEII PACIIIEIIOCE B YJ'IBIGKG.
«Torpma He pBIHafICH — U HUKy[Oa OT MEeHS He OTJIY‘-I&fICSI».

U B sT0oT MOoMeHT 11310 [1Tao yepe3 KaMeHb CIIPOCUIT:

«Korma THI B crmemgyouui pa3 Oygemrs MeqUTHPOBATh, OCTABUILD JIU Thl MHE KOTEHKA, YTOOBI S CMOT
1103a00TUTCS 0 HEM?».

FO# fIHb uyTh He 3acKpexkeTas 3y0aMu: HeyKeJU 3TOT FOCIIOAUH X04eT MeHs yOUTh?!

[ToMHST HeaBHUM YIPEK, OH BLEIUJICS JIalTKaMU B IeMOHA ¥ e[Ba He 3aXHbIKa:



«Msy! Hu B koem cinydae! He oTmaBail MeHs emy!».

YépHble Ty4YH pa3gpakeHus HaKOHEIl paccesBs, C IYKaBOM yNIbIOKOW TPOTOBOPUII OH B OTBET:

«Mot KOT Te0st He moOuUT. [IepKUCh OT HEro MOoOasbIie.

[I310 ITao: «??7?»

OH xoTen cka3aTh: «JlyaHs JIUHB, TH 4YTO, CIENOW? ITO TBOS KOIIKa MeHs JOCTaBaa, ICHO?!»

B sToT MOMeHT, maxe ecnu 6b1 y 11310 I11ao 661710 BOCEMb PTOB, OH He CMOT OBl HU4Yero 00bsICHUTL. B
KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OH CTaJl He 60jiee YeM COMyTCTBYIOIIUM YIIepOOM B 3TOM IOTPSICAIOIIEM ITPOSIBJIEHUN
IPENAaHHOCTH MEX/Y XO3SMHOM U €r0 MUTOMIIEM.

[Tocne HebombIon ccopsl KO dub u [lyans JInHb OBICTPO IOMUPHUIKCE. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, UM
IIPEICTOSIJIO CHOBA PacCTaThCs, a OHU 00a He MOTJIM BHIHECTH Pa3IyKH.

«...d 6611 rpy6. TH HEHABUAUIIL MEHS 3@ 9T0?» — TUXO ciipocunl [lyaHb JIUHB.

[Tpexpe ueM HO# dHB yCIleNn OTBETUTH, K €T0 T'y0aM HeXKHO ITPUKaJiCs KOHYMK Iajblia.

Hyansb JIuub 66171 6€32KaT0CTEH HE TOJILKO K APYTUM, HO U K caMoMy cefe. UyBCTBYs, YTO OH B HONTY
nepen KOTEHKOM, OH CKa3asl: «Eciu Thl MeHs HeHaBUOUIL, 5 T03BOJII0 Tebe YKYCUTh MeHSI, YTOOHI THI
MOT BBIIIJIECHYTH CBOM THEBY.

HOTOMY YTO OH 3HaAJl: faXKe €CIIn KOTEHOK OTKYCHUT €My IIajiell — 4YTO 2K, IIYCTh OTIIYCTHUT IIap.

I'maBHOE, YTOORI TOT HE OTBEPHYJICA U HE UCYE3.
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