—_ BeCCMepTHBIe HSHJ‘I&H, IIOJIy4YH1B BEI3OB HYH U Ha IMOeONHOK, CPa3y XKe NOrOBOPUJINCH, UYTO KHU3Hb
¥ CMepPTh He B CUET, IPOUTPABLINY NOJIKEH IOKOPUTLCA cunie. YTo KacaeTtcsa beccmepTHOro bait
Cro4...

fAdubBaH 3aMon4an, 06OyMbIBasi IPUYUHEL, 3aTeM I'IyOOKO B3IOXHY U CKa3al:

— Cmepts BeccmeptHOro baut Croost — He BuHa JIyH Y. 310 ogun u3 Moux ciyr u3 [Ipeucnonnei,
KOTOPBIY IIPUIIIENT MCTUTh 3a HEBUHHYIO U Tparuyeckyio rubens bait Cios. HebecHriii MnepaTop
IOJIXKEeH 3HaTh, YTO €CJIA Y 00MKEHHOM AYIIN eCTh CIIpaBe[IuBas IpuirHa TpeboBaTh KU3Hb, B 9TOM
HeT HUYero HeIPaBUIbHOIO.

Heb6ecHuli iMnepaTop ¥ CITyIIaTh HE XOTEJI, THEBHO YCTABUBIIUCE:

— Ona — cokposuile llapsa [IpakOHOB, I03TOMY S U He YMHIO el mpensaTcTBuu. Ho ceriyac g Bcero
JIUIIH X04Yy HaKa3aTh CMEPTHYIO, a Thl, iHbBAH, OCTAHOBUJI TPUAIATD THICSY MOUX HeOECHBIX
BOEHA4aJIbHUKOB, JIAIIL YTOOH IOTBOPCTBOBATH OJHOM CMEPTHOM?

fHbBAH OTBETHII:

— IpeucnonHssi, eCTECTBEHHO, He XKejaeT IPOTUBOCTOSATh HebecHomy mBopiy. OmHaAKO S maj
obelllaHKWe CTapoMy OPYTY — 3alllUTUTh AYIIy TOM CMePTHOM, U Hafelock, HeOecHbIM MMnepaTop He
IIOCTaBUT [IpencrnogHIOn B TPYOHOE MOJI0KEHNE.

— Crapslii Ipyr? — C Mpe3puTeNbHOM ycMelKoi npousHéc HebGecHblt MMnepaTop. — Heyxenu
HaMETCSA KTO-TO, KTO 3aX04eT 3alllUTUTh CMEPTHYI0? Torma cKaxku, KTO 3TOT CTaphlid OpyT?

fHbBaH ellé He YCIlel OTBETUTh, KaK T'POMKUM I'0JI0C TIPOH3UJT 00j1aKa U OMYCTUJICS B TJIaBHBIN 3all:
— HUMmenHO 5!

O6aynoe Mope BOKpyr HeGecHOTo BOpLa TYT XkKe Hadano OypuTh, CIIOBHO HETIPEPHIBHEIM ITOTOK
IIPOPBABIIENCS MJIOTUHEI, YEPHOU MacCOU XJIBIHYB B 3all.

BeccMmepTHBIE BHU3Y 3allleNTaluCh.
— Yo npoucxogut?
— Kaxkoii Benukui 6or gsunca? U ¢ Takod IIOMIIOHR?

3a71 MTHOBEHHO OKYTaJICS ABIMKOU, B TYMAHHOU JBIMKE IIOSBUJIaCh OrPOMHAs U3BUBAIOIIASACA PUIypa,
He TI0X0XKas Ha YeJoBeKa, HO e€ aypa 3acTaBisiyia HepXKaThCs Ha IOUYTUTEIFHOM PACCTOSTHUMN.

B cepnue HebecHoro MepaTopa ToXkKe BO3HKKJIa HEYBEePEHHOCTh, OH HUKOTTa He 3HaJl, YTOOH
KaKou-u0o 00T MOSABIANCS TaKUM 00pa30M, U ero MHTYHINS OACKa3biBaja, YTO IPHUIIeiel]
HenpyxkesbeH.

OrpoMmHasi JIica CHeXXHO-0eJ10ro 0OKpaca MeJIeHHO BBIIIIA U3 KIyGSLMMXCS 061aKOB ¥ OCTAHOBUIIACh
B LIEHTPE 3aja.

Korpma Bce pa3riadnenn €€, cpenu TOJIIIEI TO U OEJI0 Pa3daBa/IMCh BO3TJIACH YOUBIIEHNUA, HEKOTOPEIE
6eCCMepTHBIe dazKe IMMOOKOCHUIINCE B HOr'aX M yIIaJIn Ha KOJIEHH.

IHaxe HeBO3MYTI/IMBIﬁ fAHBBaH He cMOT COepZXKaTb BHYTPEHHEr' 0 TPeIleTa.



9To... 3TO XKe Ta, YTO IPHUHECHa ce0s B XKepTBYy Benukomy 60:KeCTBEHHOMY APEBY THICSYM JIET Ha3af

IeBsatuxBocTas nucalll

OrHeHHO-KpaCHHIe T7Ia3a OBIIM OCTPLIMU M XOJIOMHBEIMH, HEBEPOSITHO SIPKUH CBET BOKPYT OCIIETLIISI,
JIETKOE IBUKEHIE JINChUX XBOCTOB, 6EJI0CHEKHAS IIEPCTh Pa3BeBasiach Ha BETPY, 3aCTaBJIsASA
o0ayHoe Mope GypIUTL HETPEPHIBHO.

— Cectpuna JlyxoBHad nuca!

Jluno JIyun Y, o3ape€HHOe yIbI0KOM, CIIOBHO PACIyCTUBILUKCS IIBETOK, B 9TOT MUT IIOJIHOCTBIO COBIIAJIO
C TOY IEeBOYKOW, KOTOPYIO OHA BHUAeNla B BOCIIOMUHAHUAX NOA 2KENTHIMU UCTOYHUKAMU.

OHa MOATPHITHYIA ¥ BCKOYHUIA Ha MUChHUE XBOCT. JInHXy Cy eIré He COBCeM MPUBLIKIIA K TAKOMY
001uKy, 4yTh ObIIO He ymana, Ho JIyH U BoBpeMs eé mopgmepzxkana, muno Jiuaxy Cy mo-npexueMy
0CTaBaJIOCh HEBO3MYTHUMBIM.

JIurxy Cy cTOsI/a B IeHTpPe 3aJia, HO €€ T0JI0C Pa3/aBaliCs CO BCEX CTOPOH, COIIPOBOKIAEMBIN 9X0OM,
noTpsicaiomuM HebecHeli gBOpEI:

— 4 Buxy, uto Jlunxy Cy o61afgaeT BHIJAIOUIMMUCS CIIOCOOHOCTAMMU, TITYOOKUMU TYXOBHEIMU
KOPHSIMU, 3HAHUSIMU B IUTEPAType U BOEHHOM [iejie, CKDOMHOCTBIO, HEOOBIKHOBEHHOM BHEIIHOCTHIO,
BCeMH 00KMMa, OMHUM MaxoM 100MBaeTCs CNIaBhl... [I03TOMy 51 XOUy COXPAHUTh €1 JKU3Hb U B3ATh C
co6oit Ha KyabnyHb ans cultivation.

[B cepaiie dHbBaHa yKe IIepeBepPHYIIOCh OecyncIeHHOe KOMMYeCcTBO pa3: Kak oHa Takoe roBoput?!]
JInuxy Cy Oblyta IOBOJIbHA CBOMM BBICTYIIJIEHMEM U ITPOMOIXKHUIA:

— Bomee Toro, Taituy yOun qpakoOHBETro ChIHA, TBOPHII 3/I0fessHus B [19HIae, 6ecrokoust BocTouHoe
MOpe, IPUYUHSA CTpafgaHus Hapony. HelHe ApakoHbs H04b 110 nprKaldy KyHbayHs Ka3Huna Taiygy,
noueMy ke HebGecHrili IMiepaTop Tak YIIOPHO IIpecienyeT ee?!

Cka3zas 9T0, KpoMe XBOCTa, Ha KoTopoM cupesa JIyH Y, octasibHEIE BOCEMb XBOCTOB PACCEKIIU BO3AYX
1 OOPYIININCE II0 CTOPOHAM, ITOHSB B 3aJI€ TYCTYIO IBIIbHYIO OBIMKY.

Aypa Gbinta 6051ee yeM BHYUIUTENIbHOM! !

BeccmepTHBIE TTepersabBaIiCh, HUKTO He MOHUMaJ, moueMy [IeBITUXBOCTas JIUCa MOSIBUIIACh
3MeCh.

3a BCIO CBOIO 6€CCMEPTHYIO KHU3Hb OHU JIUIIb YUTAIHU O [IeBITUXBOCTOM JIMCE B IPEBHUX KHUTAX, HO,
COTJIACHO TIpeflaHusM, THICSYH JIeT Ha3aj OHa IIpuHecia ce0s B xKepTBy BenukoMmy 60:KeCTBEHHOMY
npeBy. U BOT Teneps, BHE3ATHO MOSBUBIINCE IIepef] T1a3aMy, OHU He 3HaJIU, YAUBIISTHCS U WU
IPEKIOHSITHCS.

Heb6ecHbiit FiMmiepaTop Toxe OBIT B IIIOKE ¥ He MOT MPUUTH B cebs1. OH XOTET pacCMOTPETh
TIPHUIIEIbIla, HO CBET BOKPYT HEE OBIN CITUIIKOM OCJIeIUTeNbHEIM. [Jaxe Oynyuyu HebecHbIM
ViMmepaTopoM, OH He cMeJl KOH(IMKTOBATh C IPeBHUM 003KEeCTBEHHEIM 3BepeM, 0COOEHHO
npuOHIBIIMM ¢ KyHBITyHS, TO3TOMY Ha MTHOBEHME 3aCTHIT HA MecTe 6e3 eIMHOr0 CJIOBA.

[Jluuxy Cy BHyTpeHHe ImocMeuBasach: Bce obannenu!]



C Tex MOp KaK OHa CTOJIKHYJIach C 3TUMHU OoraMu, OHa HU pa3y He JepxKajla COIUHY NpsiMo. Benb oHa
KOTa-TO OblyTa TIEPBHIM MHHUCTPOM ITPH JIBOPE B MUPE CMEPTHHIX, HO ITOCTOSTHHO TepIie/ia YHUKEHUS
ot atux 6oroB. Temeps Ke, HaKOHEL], IPOIeMOHCTPUPOBAB CBOIO MOIIlb, OHa YyBCTBOBaJa ce6st
HEBEePOsITHO KOM(OPTHO.

Y Ha 9TOT pas psmoM He GblsI0 TOT0 cTapuka bait Ciost, uTo menano JIuuxy Cy 3HAUUTEIbHO
CIIOKOIiHee.

— OTKyma TH y3Hana 067Uk []eBATHXBOCTOM JIUCH? — CIIPOCUIT SIHBBAH.

K Tomy BpeMeHU OHM yKe BepHYIHCh u3 HeGecHoro gBopia B IIpenconH0w0, He TIOTy4YnB HU
I[apaIyHHL.

— B BocmoMuHaHusX mof 2KENTEHMY HCTOYHUKAMM S YBUOETIa €€ OTpaXKeHue B PeYHOM BoJe, HO JIUIIh
B 001mx yepTax. [109TOMYy 51 ¥ cO3[asa Takyko sipKyio atMochepy, mobaBuia CTOIBKO AbIMA.

Jluuxy Cy B3MaxHyJIa T'0JI0OBOM, TOPHO OTKUHYB BOJIOCH Ha3a[, U PacCMesiIach:

— I'maBHoOe, YTOOBLI MOM CBET OBLI JOCTATOYHO OCJIEIIUTEJIBHEBIM, TOT'Ia HebecHzurit I/IMHepaTop HE
CMOZXKET MeHA pa3rn5{neTb!

— A oTkypma TH 3Hana, 4To HebecHriii MMmnepaTop OymeT onacaThes [[eBATUXBOCTOM JTUCKHI?

— 4 He 3Hana. Ho s npepnonarana, 4to ecnu JIyda Y — npeBHUY BelIuKU# 60T, TO KUBOTHOE,
COTIPOBOXKIABIIIEE €€ C JeTCTBA, TOXKe [0IKHO UMETh CUJIbHOE NIPOUCX0XKAeHKe. Bedb U3 Tex, KOro g
3Hato, K10 3Has JIyn U ¢ getcTBa, oguH — riaBa [IBopla [IpakoHa, Apyrou — riasa I[IpercnogHen.

— ... BepHo. HeGecHelit iMmiepaTop eI11€ He 3HAET, YTO B MUPE CYLIECTBYIOT JPEBHUE BeNIUKUE OOTH,
TI09TOMY [peBHUE 60KeCTBeHHBIE 3BEPU UMEIOT YPEe3BEIYalHO BaXKHbIM CTAaTyC B MUPE CMEPTHHIX. THI
IpeBpaTuiach B [JeBATUXBOCTYIO TUCYy — Tebe MPOCTO IOBE3JI0, KaK CIenoMy KOTEHKY HaTKHYThLCS Ha
[OXJIYIO MBIIIb.

JInuxy Cy Oblya 04eHb [OBOJIbHA CO00M, HO TYT fAHbBaH CHOBA CIIPOCHII:
— OTkyga y Tebs BHe3aIlHO B3sach TaKas BeJuKas CUia?

— 4 ogomxumna y babsl MaH TpucTa THICSY MOHET IIPEUCIIONHEH, Kymuia TpUcTa jeT cultivation, emé
[IPAKOHBIO KOCTb...

— He oxuparn, yto y Ba6sl M3H HaKOMUIOCh CTOJIBKO JIEHET.

BcrmoMuHasi, Kak OHa TOJIBKO YTO ¥ CBETHJIACH, U co3haBasa TyMaH, JInaxy Cy CHOBa MOYyBCTBOBaja
TIPUJTUB CaMOIOBOIbCTBa. OHA MPUOIU3UIACH C XUTPOH YITBIOKOW:

— locnioguy fIHBBaH, KaK BBl CUUTAETE, MOXKHO JIM KOMIIEHCUPOBATh 3TU PACXOMBI?
SfIHbBAH HUKOTA He MIEJI C Hel Ha I00JIaXKKHU:
— Hert. CMmoxemb yitTu u3 [IpercrnogHel TOIbKO TOTAA, KOTAa ITOTHOCThIO BEPHEIIH IeHbI U !

B I[IpercnomHiow0 moxKaaoBaau IBOe He3BaHKIX TOCTEM.



B aToT moMmeHT B 3ane JIyn U cugenu AubBad ¥ Llaps [IpakoHOB, a IT00Halb CTOSJIA OfieTas B
MYXKCKY10 omexay JIuaxy Cy ¥ JaBHO He BUAAHHBIN... Yepenalui KaHIep.

Llaps [IpakoHOB 6e3 IpeauCcIOBUM 3agBUII:

— 4 npuién ceromHs pafu BeIuKoro 6ora [1eBATUXBOCTON JIUCHI.

fHbBAH XOIOOHO OTBETHII:

— OHa yxXe BepHyJach Ha KyHbIyHb.

apse [IpakoHOB MATKO cripocui JIyH U:

— IIpaBga nu 3T0?

Jlyn Y kuBHYyIA.

[JTurxy Cy npo ce0s nomyMana: Korma aTa geB4ylIka Hay4dusaach BpaTh?]

Llaps [IpakoHOB noBepHYyJIcs K JIuuxy Cy, ero X0IOAHBIN B3I pobpast e€ oo KOCTew:

— Cnpimran, [IeBITUXBOCTAS JIMCa JIMYHO sIBUIAch B HeGecHBIN mBOpel], YTOOH 3alUTUTE TeOs, U
CKa3aja, 4yTo y Tebs rimy0oKue NyXOBHbIE KOPHU, X0ueT 3abpaTh Tebs Ha KyHbIyHB?

— CTBHIEHO... CTHIHO, — HEJIOBKO yIEIOHyNack B 0TBeT JIuuxy Cy.

— Ecnu [leBATHXBOCTas nUcCa yXKe BEpHYIach Ha KyHbIIyHb, TI0YeMy XKe THl BCE €Il€ 3[eCh?
— JT0...

JIurxy Cy DeUCTBUTE/IPHO He X0Tejla pa3roBapyuBaTh C 3TUM TECTEM.

fHbBaH, CTOS PANOM, CKa3al:

— Ona emré gomxkHa Moel [IpencnogHel TPUCTA THICAY MOHET IpeucnongHei. [103BoIuM et yuTu
TOJIBKO II0CJIe BO3BpallleHUs [0Jra.

Llaps [IpakoHOB GBIPKHYII:

— Pa3Be ToI He MunucTp [TanaTel Hanoros? JJoKaTUIICS [0 XKU3HU B [IpeucnogHei.
— CTBIOHO... CTHIOHO.

KpoMme «CTRIDHO» OHA ¥ He 3HaJlla, YTO eIlé CKa3aTh.

flHbBaH He MOT O0JIbIlle CMOTPETh Ha TaKoe cocTosiHue JImuxy Cy ¥ CMEHUIT TEMY:

— B mocnenHee BpeMsi IpaKOHbBS XKHUJla BPEMS OT BDEMEHH MPOSBIISIeT HEKOTOPYI0 aKTUBHOCTh. He
3HaeT 4 Llaps [IpakoHOB, mo4emy”?

B rnazax Llapsa [IpakoHOB MeJIbKHYJIa X0JI0OMHAS UCKpa:
— BosmoxHo, Taituy yMep, U MO ChIH HaKOHeI] 00PEN IOKOM.

— Pa3Be BH He 3HaeTe, Ovi1 1 JIyH V yout Tangy?



B rnasax Laps [IpakoHOB 3aMepIiajl OacCHBIHM GJIeCK:

— [Touemy flHbBaH CHOBa ITOAHUMAET CTaphle gena?

— 4 nmume xouy crnpocuts Llaps [IpakoOHOB OfHO: TOe ceddac HaxoguTcs gyma JIye V?
— EcTeCcTBEHHO, B BEUHOU JIE[ITHOM Telepe Ha JHe BOoCTOYHOro Mops.

fIHBBAH CJIeTKA MPUIIOHHSIT YTOJIKY Ty0:

— YT0 XK, XOPOILIO, — 3aTeM I103BaJjl CIIyI'y IPOBOOUTH TOCTEM.

[Tepen yxogoM Yepenamuy KaHIJIEP BIePBbie 3aTOBOPHUII, cripocuB JIyH U:

— MarnenbKas NpUHIlECCa, He X04elllb JIM BEPHYThCS C HaMu B BocToyHOEe Mope?
Jlyr Y mocMoTpesnia Ha HEro, paCTePSHHO ITI0Kadaja roJ0BOu:

— 91 Tebs He 3HAM.

Bripaxenue nuila Yepenambero KaHIjiepa 3aCThI0, Ha MTHOBEHHE OH OHEMEJT.
Llaps [IpakoHOB Bcerga ObITT OUeHb TEPIIeINB C N0Yepbhio, MATKO CKa3al:

— Jlyu Y, B ToT pa3 B [Isunae Yepemnammi KaHiyiep odunen teds, He oOpalaid Ha HET0 BHUMAHMSI.
ThI TOKe maBHO He Obllla B BOCTOYHOM MOpe, He X0Yelllh I BEPHYThCS JOMOM, HaBECTUThH?

Jlya U mopbexarna k Jluuxy Cy, o0HsIa eé 3a Ielo:

— 41 He X041y B MOpE, 5T X04y 0CTaThCs 3[ECh ¥ IIOMOTaTh cecTpulle [lyxoBHOM nuce 3apabaThBaTh
[eHbTH.

JIuurxy Cy TOpBKO YCMEXHYJIACh:
— ... 9 emié HeMHOro momxHa babe MaH.
aps IpakoHOB CKa3as 6e3 BEIPaXKEHUS:

— C MoHeTamu npeucnogHen [IBopel [IpakoHa TOMOYb He MOXKeT. Eciu Hy>KHa gpyras IOMOIIb,
cMerno oOparraics.

Bozxke, 3T0 OBIN IepBHIH pa3, Korga JInaxy Cy mo4yBCTBOBaia 0TE€YECKYIO JII000Bb TECTS, B CEPALIE
BO3HUKJIO HEOOBSICHIMOE TEILJIO ... HEeJIOBKOCTb.

[TpoBonuB Llaps IpakoHos, JIuaxy Cy c o6erieHueM B3IOXHYIIa:

— Bpaten fAubBaH, 0 YEM 3TO BBl CET'OMIHSI CHOBA 0OMEHHMBAIMCH TaHBIMHA HaMEKaMu?
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