— YT0... 4TO IPOUCXOOUT?

Tyum crymanuck, cBepKaiu MOJTHUHY, 'POX0TAJ I'yM, Ha MacCJIsHbIM OyMaKHBIM 30HT HaJIUIIJIA TycTas
KPOBSHas Macca. B TeMHEBIX Ty4aX U BCIIBIIIKaX MOJIHAY MejlbKana ¢urypa JladypHoro [IpakoHa.

— Jlyn H!

JInaxy Cy IIKXPOKO pacKphlia riasa, CTapasch pa3risafgeTh, 00sCh, YTO 3T0 06MaH 3peHusi, — baba
M3H, THI BUIHUIIL?

— Buxy, JlazypHeiii [IpakoH IPUOHIII.

B cympauHoM HeOe mecsaTKu GecCMepTHHEIX TapuiIy Ha o0akaX, UCIONb3ysl Maruto. JIya Y npuHsna
yeJi0BedeCKnil 00JIUK, B ee pyKax 00KeCTBeHHBIM KHYT UCITyCKall 30JI0TUCTOE CUSHUE B IOJlyMpaKe.

B Bo3nyxe BuTasa youiicTBeHHas aypa, OuTBa Oblna 02KeCcToueHHOi. beccMepTHEIE TPU3BaIn
002KeCTBeHHEIX 3Bepel, TOTOBSACh OpocuThes Ha JIyH Y.

BoxkecTBeHHBIN KHYT BHE3AITHO YAJTMHUIICS Ha IeCATKU METPOB, Be3fie, ITle OH KacaJcs, 30J10T0e
cusHUe 03apsyo Hebeca, Ty4H, pacCeKaeMble UM, Tpellaiyd OT MOJIHUM, 00KeCTBEHHbIE 3BEPH,
o6uuyemebie JIyH UM, pasberanuch B pa3HbE CTOPOHHI.

Kak Pa3 B 3TOT MOMEHT U3 TEMHBIX Ty4 BHE3dIITHO BEICKOYHUII 002kKeCTBEHHBIN 3BEPh C CHHUM JIMIIOM 1
KJIBIKaMH, YCTPEMUBIINCE IIPAMO 3a CIIMHY HYH nu.

9Ta ciieHa o 001K HalloMUHaa Ty, 9TO IIPOM30IIIJIa KOTOIa-TO Ha rope [Tounaii, roe .Hy'H Y, criacas
ee, ObINa IIPOH3€Ha JInaHaMM, 1 KPOBb 3dJIdJjia €€ I'PYIb.

JInuxy Cy 3abunoch cepflie, XO0Td OHa 3Hasa, 4To JIyH U He ucmyraeTcs Tako# aTaku, HO Bce Xe He
CMOTIJIa yaepKaThCsl ¥ IPU3Baja CUIy JPaKOHbUX KOCTEH, yIapuB 10 60XKeCTBEHHOMY 3BEPIO.

BoxXeCcTBeHHEIN 3BepPh, OCTAHOBJIIEHHEIN BHE3alMHOM 602KEeCTBEHHOU CUJION, 0Ka3aJiCd KakK pa3 Ha MyTH
002KeCTBEHHOT0 KHYTa, KOTOPHIM HaJleTell C3any U YOapuil ero, pa30phI3ruBas KPoBb.

HO‘-Iy'BCTBOBaB OBU2KEHHE I103aH, .HYH U OT'JIIHYJIaCh, MEJIBKOM B3TJIAHYB Ha IMaJalOIIero Ha 3€MIIIO0
00KeCTBEHHOTO 3BEps, U €e B3TJIA HaKOHEeIl 3aMeTHUJI HI/IHXY Cy 10O KPOBABBIM 30HTOM.

CKpBITHIE TIOf KPOBLIO TJIa3a ObIIH MOJ00HE YHCTOMH BOME, Ha IeKaX IPOCTYIUIN IMOYKH. JIyH U
cusitorie yneioHynacek JIukaxy Cy, 3aTeM CHOBa IIOBEPHYIACch ¥ yM4asachk B HebGeca.

Ot 3TOrO0 B3rIgaa HI/IHXY Cy IIOYYBCTBOBAIJIQ, 6YJITO TPEXJIETHAA Pa3JiyKa OJINJIaChk BCETr0 MUT, BCe
BOIIPOCEHI, 0eCUmCIeHHO IIPOKPYYHBABIINECA B AYyIllEe, PACTBOPUIIACE B 3TOM YHUCTOM, TEKYIIEM B30DPE.

— OHa ¥ ecTh Ta, KOT0 THI Xfana? — crupocusia baba MaH.

— Yry.

— Taxk T Kpana Jlys U.

Ha Hebe emie npogonxkarncs 6ou, Jluaxy Cy He OTBoOua ras, ClipalliBas:
— Tr1 TOXe 3Hae1s JIyn HU?

Baba MaH Hapmyna TyOKY, CIIOBHO PEBHUBAS XKEHIIUHA:



— Bparen fAunBan npocto u3banosan ee 0o Hebec.
Jluaxy Cy u He myMaja, 9YTO KTO-TO MOXKET PEBHOBATH K fIHbBaHY.

fAHbBaH OB HEKPACUB, XOOUIM CIIyXH, YTO OH OB Cpedu IepBhIX, KOro co3pana HioliBa, Torma
HABHIKY elrle ObITA He 04UeHb, II03TOMY BO BHEIITHOCTHU ObITM HEKOTOPHIE U3BSHHI, Ia ¥ TOBOPUII OH
XOJIOOHO, COBEPIIEHHO He BHI3BIBAS XKeJIaHus J0OHUBATHCS €ro.

Yuanun HpeI/ICHOJIHeI;I XKIOaJIM Ha 3eMJI€, U KaK TOJIbKO Iafidjia OyIla, CPa3y 6p0CﬁHI/ICB 3alleIlJIATh ee,
JIOBKO ¥ 9HCTO, 9YTO ITIOPazxKalJio.

C rnyxuM CTyKOM cefioli 6eccMepTHHIN yan K HoraM JIuuxy Cy.
Pa3Be 3T0 He TOT CTapWK, KOTOPHIM Harjo 3ybockanui nepen Hebecaeim MMnepaTopomM?

YBunes Jlunxy Cy, cenoit 6eCCMEPTHBIM TOXKe UCITyTaCs, IIOCIeIIHO BCKOYNII, THITasiCh cOexkaTh, HO
Jluaxy Cy IpuTsSHya ero o0paTHO U IpuXaja K 3eMIie.

JInuxy Cy B3rnsiHyna Ha He6o: JIyH U 60iKo Maxasia eif B CBOIO CTOPOHY.

Yronku ry6 JIuaxy Cy IpUIOTHSIIUCS.

[3HauuT, cienuanbHO OCTaBUIA 7T MeHs, Torha g He Oyay 1epeMOHUTHCS. |

Cemoit 6eccMepTHEHIH B yKace cMoTpen Ha JIuaxy Cy:

— [Touemy? IToueMy THI ellle He yMepa?

JIurxy Cy yCMexHyJIach:

— OcraBuna, 4ToOH 3a0paTh TBOIO KU3Hb.

— Bu1, 3m00HBIe TPH3paku, HebecHbil MiMepaTop paHO WM ITO3MHO Bac 3a0eper...

Baba MsH nopomina ¥ fana eMy [Be [IOIeYXWHb, BOTHaB OCTaBIINECS CI0Ba 06paTHO B POT.

— Koro 370 37106HEIME TPU3PaKaMu 30Belllb, CECTPUIIA 51 — HeOeCHO-3eMHOE COKPOBHUIIIE,
HU3BEPTHYTOE B IIPEUCIIONHION.

— Croaxya, 6bicTpee 3abupaii ero! — KpukHyna baba MaH Mo cTopoHaM.
Vuan Croaxya HOSIBIISIJICS ¥ ©cue3asn 6ecuIyMHo, TOf00HO 3Mee TOATON3 K ceoMy 6eCCMepTHOMY.

YBupnes Cio9xya, 3payku cenoro 6ecCMepTHOT0 BAPYT PaCUIMPUINCh, BEIPaXkKeHue JIUIa CTajIo elle
0onee UCIyraHHBIM:

— THL... 9TO THL..
— OnU 3HaKOMHBI? — cupocua Jluaxy Cy.
Ba6a MaH TuX0 CKa3ana:

— HpI/I XKHN3HU CIOSXYB. €XaJl B CTOJINITY Ha UMIIEPATOPCKHUE 3K3aMEHEI, II0 IIYTHU II0IIall B METEJIb U He



MOT [IBUTAThCS [ajbllle, KaK pa3 BCTPETUII 9TOTO CTapuKa, MTPAaKTUKOBABIIET0CS B XpaMe, KOTOPHIU
3amep ero CHapyX#, ¥ TOT 3aMep3 HaCMepTh, TO3TOMY II0CJIe TI0NaflaHus B IPEUCIOOHIO OH CMEHUTT
M4 Ha Croaxya.

— TrI gonmXeH yMepeTs.

bBes Bripaxenus Ha nuile Crosxya KPIOKOM [JIST YIaBNUBaHUS AYII 3alleIUIl ero OyIly 3a CIUHY U
ckazan Jluuxy Cy:

— bnaropapio.

C Heba mpopoKany magaTh OeccMepTHbIe, JInHXy Cy HUKOTHA He BUesa TAaKOT0 TPAHAM03HOTO
CcpaxeHus: HeOOXKUTeJIeH, OIIeIOMIEHHO ITPOTOBOPHIIA:

— He cnuuikoM mu... 4to JIyH U Tak uctpebnaseT 6eCCMEepPTHRIX?

— Ecnu npeBHee 603KeCTBO XOUET KOTO-TO YOUTH, Y 9TOT0 HaBepHSIKa €CTh MPUYNHA YMEPETh, 3TO HE
OymeT 6eCIPUYUHHBEIM YOUNCTBOM HEBUHHBIX.

fHbBaH CHOBA HEM3BECTHO OTKYyHa MOSIBUIICS, 3acTaBuB JIuuxy Cy B3IPOTHYTH BCEM HYTPOM.
O1u obuTaTen Iy NPEeUCnofHel Bce KaK NPU3paKy MOSIBIAIOTCS U UCUe3aloT!

— K Tomy xe, 5 criexy, oHa He cTaHeT 6e300pa3HUYATh, @ B XyAILIEM Clly4dae IIPEUCIIONHSIST TPUKPOET
ee.

I'poxoT MonHMM B HeOe MTOCTEIIEHHO CTUX, Ty4YH TOXKe MeJJIeHHO paccesiuck. JIyH M mpeBpaTuiach B
JlasypHoro [IpakoHa ¥ HEIPHYJIa B BOAY, JIUIIbL CITyCTS HEKOTOPOE BpeMs BHIHBIPHYJIA, KPOBb Ha Telle
y2Ke CMbLIaCh peYHOU BOMIOU.

— Cectpuna JIunxy, cectpuiia MaH, 6patel] HbBaH, JaBHO HE BUIEIUCH.
— JaBH...

He ycnena BeIMONIBUTE CJI0BO, Kak JIyH M nopouna u nonesnosana JInaxy Cy, 3acTaBuB ee
IIPOTJIOTUTH OCTABIIKMECS CJIOBA.

Psapom crosinu Bab6a Man u fAubBaH, Jlunxy Cy uyBcTBOBaia ce0s1 0UeHb HEJIOBKO, HO He MOTJIa
OTTONKHYTH JIyH Y, muimp MATKO [IOJI0XWUIA PYKY €U Ha CIIMHY, HEeXKHO [IOTIaXuBasd.

Ha nutie fiHpBaHa OBIIO BHIpaXKeHUE «HEBO3MOXKHO CMOTPETh», ¥ Babbl MaH — BU[ TI0OUTETbHUIIEI
creTeH, Habrofalolel 3a 3penuieM, 1 OHU PEIININ CHavala MOKUHYTh 3TO co0aybe JIOr0BO.

YBupes, uto onu ymy, JInaxy Cy HaKOHeI] oTopBajia oT cebs JIyn U:
— Tl Kyma 9T0 cHOBa yberana?
— 4 uckana Tebs.

— HWckana mens? Tol 4TO, 3a0NTyauIach, pa3 MCKaja IeNlbiX TPY roga? — C HOCalol B rojioce, HO
CKpHIBasl PafioCTh U HEXKHOCTD, CKa3ana JIuuxy Cy.



HYH W mokayana rojioBou, He TOBOPSA HHU CJIOBA, C CUAIOIINAM JIMITOM.

JIuaxy Cy oTollUTa B CTOPOHY, IOOHSTA C 3eMJI X0Y-Ty, KOTOPYIO CITy4aifHO BHIPOHUTIA U3 PYKaBa,
KOT[a XBaTajla Ceoro CTapuka.

— Kak kpacuBo, — I/1siig Ha IIepeJuBalolIyi0Csl BCEMU I[BeTaMU XXEMUYXKHUHY X0Y-Ty B €€ pyKax,
cka3zasna JlyH H.

— Ila, BCce TOpHI, pEKH, 03€pa ¥ MOPSI MUPa BHYTPH.

Kak memnarna GecuncieHHOe KOMMYECTBO pa3 paHblie, JIuuxy Cy momdpocuiia ee B HOYHOe He0O, U B
MI'HOBEHHE OKa TOJIBKO 4YTO IMOTEeMHEeBIIHe Hebeca BHOBb 03aPUIUCh CBETOM.

[TonoBuHa nuna HYH % CKPEIBaJIaCh B IIATHUCTOM CBETE U TEHAX, Ha IME€KaX UI'pajla CUAIIIad
ym;16Ka, OHa CIIpOoCHuiia:

— Kaxk oHa Ha3bIBAeTCs?
— Ee 30ByT...

JInuxy Cy Ha MTHOBEHME 3aMepiia, B3TJIS[ OTPY3UICsS B TTTyOMHBI OKeaHa, Yepe3 KOPOTKOe BpeMsi
BHOBB IIPOSICHUJICS, YCTaBUBILINCE Ha JIyH M, OHA OTYET/INBO TPOU3HECTIA:

— Ee 30ByT JlyH U.

— Bparen fubBaH, meno mioxo! — Jiuuxy Cy, 3anbIxaBIIKUCh, Ipubexarna K fHbBaHy... TOUHeE, B 3aj
Jlyn U.

fHBBaH KakK pa3 IIpocMaTpuBall KHUTY XKU3HU U CMEPTHU, XOJI0JHO CKa3aB:
— T'oBopu.

— Kaxercs, Jlyx U — ato He JIyH U, oHa caMa mmofapuia MHe 3Ty XKeMUYyKHUHY, a Teleph gaxe He
3HaeT ee Ha3BaHUS.

— O, 970 epyHOa.

— Kakag epynpa! 9710 cepre3no, 3ta JIyH U, Bo3M0XKHO, He HacTodmas JIya U.

fHbpBaH OCTABAJICS COBEPIIEHHO HEBO3MYTUMEIM, CIIOKOWHO CKa3as:

— He Gecrmokoiicsi, HUKTO HE CMOXKeT BhIIaTh cebs 3a Hee, OHa ¥ eCTh HacTosAmas JIyn H.
— MoxeT, OHa IIoTepsia IaMATh?

JIurxy Cy BcrioMHUITa OaHaIbHBIE CIOKETHI U3 CEPHUAJIOB, BOPYT moayMaB: eciu JIyH Y motepsina
IIaMSTh, He IIPUOETCS JIi IOTOM IIOMOTaTh e HCKATh BOCIIOMUHAHMUS.

— Her.
YcnpimaB 3TOT 0TBeT, cepate JImaxy Cy yCIIOKOUIOCh, OHa CHOBA CIIPOCHIIA:
— Torpa nouemy?

AHBBAH OTIOXKUI KUCTD, PaBHOOYIITHO CKA3adB:



— He 3Halo, cipocu y Hee caMoO1i.
% Xk 3k
JIuuxy Cy B3sna JIyH Y Ha pEIHOK IPU3paKOB YIIPaBIATh CBOEH JIaBKOM CBeUYel IIPEenCIOgHEH.

JInuxy Cy ycapuina JIyH M Ha Ma/lleHbKYI0 CKaMeeuKy, caMa B3siJla CBeUU IIPEUCIIOfHEN AJIsT Pe3bO0HI.
Bripesas ropy, JIuuxy Cy BOpPYT BCIIOMHHUIIa 0 X0y-TY, 3aTeM yKa3aa Ha ce0s:

— JIyH U, a THI MeH$ 3Haellb?

— Cecrpuua JIuHxy.

— A mOMHUIIIB, TAE MBI BIIEPBbIE BCTPETUIUCH?

— Ha rope.

— IlomHuIb, Kyga Thl XOTela MEHS OTBECTU?

— B Beckpalinee mope.

Bce mOMHUT, ¥ HUYETO CTPAHHOTO.

JInaxy Cy, BHE3aIlHO OCEHUBIINCh UAeel, Harjlo CIPOCUIa:

— A... a IOMHHUIIIL, TYIe V HAC BIIEPBBIe OBIIO... TO caMoe?

JIyn U 3amymarnach, BUIUMO, He TTOHSJIA, IMMPOKO PACKPHIB OOJIbIINE T'1a3a, CIIPOCHIIA:
— Kakoe T0 camoe?

— OOHUMAIIKHK-1IeJTOBAIIKY, HaclaXkJeHue 10 IOTEPU CO3HAHMUS. ..

— VY 1ebs goma!

JInaxy Cy He coaBaace:

— Torga...

— 4 xouy BoT TO, — JIyH U yKa3ana Ha JIaBKy, IIPOHAOIIYI0 BeTPSIHbIE MEJIbHUIIBL.

9T0 0COOBIY BU[ BETPSTHBIX MEJTbHUII TPEUCIIOTHEeH, CIIelIHalbHO IJIST TPHU3PAKOB, UIMYIIHUX
POICTBEHHMKOB: €CJIM AYIlla POJCTBEHHUKA TOXKe II0Tajia B IPEUCIIOTHION, METbHUIIA B PyKax HaYHeT
BpalaThcs, ueM OJIMKe POACTBO, TeM OBICTpee, ¥ 4eM O/IuxkKe Ayila, TeM ToxXe OBICTpee.

JInuxy Cy maBHO XOTeJla KYIUTh, HO TaKUe MEJIbHUIIL B TPEUCIIOTHEeH CTOSIT 04eHb JOPOT0 — TPHU
TBICSTYM MOHET IPEeUCIIofHeN 3a mTyKy. OHa HaToproBajia HeMaJslo, HO BCe IOTpaTuia Ha IMOKYIKY
MacTepCTBa.

— 9T0...
JIurxy Cy He 3Hasa, KaK oka3aTh JIyH M CBOIO CTECHEHHOCTD B CPELCTBax.

HYH W, BuOs, 4TO Ta JOJIT0 MOJTYHUT, pelniniia, 4TO He X04eT IMMOKYIIaTh, XU Ha4adJld KalIPDU3HNUYATh:



— Cectpuna JIuHXy... 1 X04y...
— Xopomo! Kyrmo!

Jluaxy Cy XJI0IHYJIa 10 CTOJy, HeMeJjIeHHO BbI3BaB [laoca [TuHIIaHs, 1, BEICOKOMEPHO YKa3kBas,
CKa3ana:

— Wpu, moMoru MHe ofonKuTh y 5abbl M3H TpH THICSYU MOHET IIPEUCIIOfHEeNH!
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