— 970 BCé u3-3a Tebs, — Qusc QBIPKHYI, TPULIYPUBIIKUCH U IPUCTAIBHO Isias Ha Hopa. — Te
XOUelllb HaWTU MHe Mapy?

— IMapy? — Muinenre Hopa 65110 yKe He TaKUM OBICTPBIM, KaK paHbllle, U ero 00BIYHO OCTPHIN
WHCTUHKT Temeph nputynuiics. OH CIOKOWHO CMOTPEN Ha arpeCCUBHBIN B3rsag Oumica, HaXMypHIICs,
oJyMaJl ¥, HaKOHeIl, TOHSIIT:

— OTOT NYyCTHHHLIN 37bQ...

— Kaxkoit nycTeiHHBIY 911bQ? 4 ero He 3Hato! — ®uc pa3mpaxkEHHO Mepedunl ero, clierka yCuauBas
maBIeHMe Ha ero OpoBu. — ThHI HE CMeelllb IOCOBEIBATh MHE BCSIKYIO epyHY!

— W3BuHU... — ['ma3a Hops HaMOMHUINCE ClIe3aMu OT [JaBlieHus, ¥ OH MPOTSHYT PYKY, YTOOH
noTporath O1u3Kue OpoBY, KaK 00BIYHO yTemasi. — Ecnu Tebe He HpaBUTCS, TO He Hafo. [logoxkmeM,
II0Ka THI HAMEIIb TOTO, KTO Tebe Mo myIie.

®uc npunogHsn 6PoBb, YIHIOHYIICS U C YAOBOILCTBUEM IIOTJIaOUI €ro JKI0. Ero nafoHs 6blyia Cyxomn
U TEMJION, ¥ TPUKOCHOBEHKE BRI3HIBAJIO OINYIIEHUE, [T0OX0XKee Ha yoap ToKoM. Hopa HEBONBHO
IIPHUKAJICS K €T0 JIafOHU U C 00JIerYeHreM B3IOXHYII.

YBumeB, Kak OH HacnaxmaeTcs, Puic mouyBcTBOBaj ce0st MOBONbHEIM. OH HAaKJIOHUIICS, TPUIKATICS
nm6oM K 10y Hopa 1 co61a3HUTENHHO CIIPOCHIT:
— Ecnu s Halily TOTr0, KTO MHE TIOHPABUTCS, YTO THI CHEIAelIh?

— KoneuHo, 51 Te6s1 mognepxky, — Hops gaxke He OTKPHUI TJ1a3, 60pMoya COHHO. — MM, MOry maxe
TIOMOYb OPTaHM30BaTh CBafLOy...

— CBapp0y? — ®uiIc MKXPOKO PacKpHII I'/1a3a, C HeTepleHueM riagas Ha Hopoa.

— Pa3Be He Tak IOCTYIAIT, KOT{la BCTPEYaroT JII0OMMOT0 YesioBeka? — Hopa BOPYT OTKPHIT I'/1a3a,
ero BJIaXKHHIE 3eJIEHBIE TTIa3a YyCTpeMunuch Ha ®umca. — Mnu TH X04yelllb HaliTU HECKOIbKO
IIapTHEPOB?

— He cpaBHuBaii MeHs ¢ ApyrUMHU OpakoHaMmu! — ®urc 3m06H0 yKycun Hopa 3a Hoc.

Koxa, mokpsITast moToM, Oblna BIaXKHOM ¥ COJIEHOW, HO éMy 3TOTr0 OBIJIO MaJjio, U OH CHOBA U CHOBa
7U3an e€, To JIETOHBKO, TO CUJTbHEE MIPOBOMAS SI3BIKOM 110 HOCY ¥ ria3Huuam Hopa. Korga ol yxe
3apuUIICs Ha CJieTKa mepecoxiue OnegHble ry6sr, Hops, CIIOBHO OT IEKOTKH, OTBEPHYJICS U, MEeIJIEHHO
TIOTJIaXKUBas BOJIOCH duiica, CKal3at:

— BoT 3T0 MOM paKoH.



— XM, 3TO ¥ TaK 0YeBUOHO, — DUIIC MPe3PUTEILHO GHIPKHY, HO BCKOPEe CHOBA 3ay/IsI0aICs.

Ox pe3ko coyctuncs ¢ Hops, 3ame3 nopx opesno. Hops emie He ycnen 3aApoxkaTh OT XOJIOGHOTO
BO3[lyXa, IPOHUKIIET0 Yepe3 pa3ABUHYTOE OflesiI0, KaK B CIIeAyIOIIKi MOMEHT ero 0OBUIM [JIMHHbLIE
CUJIbHBIE KOHEUHOCTHU. [I0CTOSTHHOE Tenio OBIJI0 HEBEPOSITHO YTEIIUTEILHEIM U YCIIOKauBaIOIIIM.

®urc Kpenko OOHSIJI ero C3a[iu U, CJIOBHO ITOATAIKUBAs, CIIPOCHII:

— Hopa, TH Begp He X04elb, YTOOH! S UCKaJl KOT0-TO IPYTroro?

H0p3 He YIJIOBHUIJI €TI0 CKPBITOTO CMEBICIIA U, IIOTJIaXKKWBaA €r0 I'OJIOBY, OTBETHIT:

— 4 npocTo x04y, 4TOOH! TH HAIIEN TOT'0, KOTO MeMCTBUTENIHHO MOJTIO0UIIb, @ BCE OCTAJIbHOE...

— Hukakoro «0CTaabHOT0», CKOJIBKO pas3 Tebe IIOBTOPATE.

durc yKycun ero 3a Ielo, HeIOBOJIbHO ITOCKpexkeTas 3y0aMu U, yCIbIas, Kak Hops BTSHYI BO3OYX,
MUJIOCTUBO OTIyCTHI. OH TepIeIuBo JI3al KOXKY, OCTaBUBIIIYIO I'TyOOKUM KpacHHI Cllefl, U
yrosapuBal:

— Ecnu TH He Bepulllb, aBad 3aKIIIOYUM €I11€ OOUH KOHTPAKT.

— Kontpakt? — I'omoBa Hopa Gblyta MyTHOM. — Pa3Be y HaC yXKe He eCTb OfUH?

— ITpexHui 66T KOHTPAKT T'OCIIOAWHA U CITyTH, a TH Be[b OB HeJoBoseH. [laBall 3aK/II0YUM HOBHIN.

B ronoce ®urnca 3By4asno uckyuienue. Hopa Obl1 HEMHOTO OIIEIOMJIEH, HO Pa3yM elé padoTal, u OH
CIIPOCHIT:

— He KOHTPAKT rOCIIONWHA U CIIyTH?

— KoneuHo HeT, Ha 3TOT pa3 MEL 6y;1eM PaBHEL.

CkazaB 3T0, He I0XKHasICh 0TBeTa Hopa, ®uc o0HsI ero U MOBEPHYII TaK, YTOOR OHU OKA3aJIUCh
uIoM K uity. OH 00XBaTHII €ro 3a Tajauio U OBICTPO Hayasl MIPOU3HOCUTH 3aK/IMHAHUE.

3akuHaHUe OBITIO HONTUM U CKY4YHBIM, 1 HOp3, KOTOPOTO OH fiepKa B 0OBATUSIX, CJIOBHO YCIIBIIIAI
yCHIIISIomuY 3arosop. Ero 106 ynan Ha nnevyo ®usca, u oH efiBa He 3acHyJ. Ho B TOT MOMEHT, KOTja
OH yXe IIOYTH ITOTEePSJI CO3HaHMe, ocTpas 00Jib IPOH3UIa ero I3bK. OH IONBITANICS OTCTPAHUTHCS,
HO OJIHA pyKa KpeIKo fiepXKaJja ero 3a 3aThUIOK, He II03BOJIAsl OBUTaThCS. 3BYK COCaHUS IlepefaBaics
13 IIOJIOCTH PTa B yXO, @ TEMJIbIM MeTaJInueCcKui BKyC CTeKaJl 10 TOPIy.

— M-M...



B MeHTanpHOU chepe Caer ApakKOHbUX KOTTeH MOCTEMEHHO MOKPHIIACH TECKOM, a Ha X MECTe
HavaJl MOSIBJIATHCS CJIOKHBIM KPYT/IBIN Marudeckuit MaccuB. OOBIYHEIE YEPHBIE CUMBOJIH BPAIaJIKCh,
u3ny4as SIpKuM, Kak THEBHOU CBeT, OJIecK.

B T0 ke BpeMs: Hopa Bce elnié OB MOTpyKEH B OeCKOHEUHEIE TIOIEJTyH, U BlIaXKHbIE OLYIeHUS
OTBJIEKaJIU er0 BHUMaHNe 0T MeHTalbHOU cheprl. BHe3anHo ero MeHTanbHas chepa 03apuiach
B3pPHIBOM 0€JI0T0 CBeTa, U OH, IOYYBCTBOBAB '0JIOBOKPYKEHKEe, HAKOHEI] II0TEPSIT CO3HAHUE.

Hpo3paqHaﬂ CJIIOHa CTeKaJla C ero I"y'6, u Ouc, HaKOHEIl, OTIIYCTHUII €Tr0 IIOKPACHEBIINE W BIId2KHEIE
FYGBI, C COXKaJIeHueM 06HI/I3HYB YT'OJIKH pTa:

— CeropHs g Te0s MOIIAXKY.

OH WENKHYI 10 IOKpacHeBIne! meke Hops 1 HeXKHO MOIe0Ban ero.

— Ho notom TE MHe BCE BEPHEIIh, TOHIN?

Hops cnan B ero o0bSITHSX, X B 0OLIYHOE BpeMs OH OBl TOYHO He ychbimian 6opMmoTanus ®unca. Ho
ceryac B eTo TOJI0Be MOSIBUIICS CTPAHHBIN KaHasl, KOTOPHIM TOYHO mepemaBa ronoc dumca.

9TO0 CoH?

Crpax, Bce ellé OOPIOLINICS C IPOCTYAOM, He CTajl YriayOnsaThCs B 9TO U3MeHEHNEe U, YCTPOUBIIUCH
Ha eCTEeCTBEHHO TEIION «IPaKOHbe! MOAYIIKe», CIIOKOMHO 3aCHY/I. TOT COH AJIUJICS [IBa OHS.

— Tyk-Tyk-TyK — Hopa! Tsl npocHyncsa? OTKpou oBeps!

T'omoBa Hopa BcE elrlé Obiyia TSKeJoH, HO OIIyIeHre TO Kapa, TO Xojaona uc4ye3yno. Ero ropio
TIePECOXJI0, CJIOBHO €T0 MOCKOOIUIN HaXOauyHOoM OyMaro, ¥ OH He MOT M3[aTh HU 3BYKa.
EnuHCTBEHHAs MBICIIB B €0 I'OJI0Be OBLIa: IUTh.

— Xoueurb Bogsl? — TEémoe geIxaHue KOCHYJIOCH €r0 yXa, X OHO TYT K€ MOKPACHETO.

Hop»a npukpeII ropsiyee yxo 1 IOBEPHYJICS, YTOOBI BCTPETUTLCS B3TJISIIOM C HEXKHBIMU TJIa3aMu
®urica. B npomuiblil Beuep U3-3a TYCKJIOTO CBeTa U MPOCTyAsl Hopa NMUIE CMYTHO TOMHUII, KaK
BRITJIsAZIEeN TI0B3poceBinuii dusc. Teneps ke Ipu AHEBHOM CBETE OH MOT PACCMOTPETH €ro B ITOTHOU
Mepe.

MarneHbKUlM OPaKOH, KOTOPHIY paHbllle OBIJT €My II0 TI0SIC, TETIePh BEIPOC Ha AECSITKU CAHTUMETPOB, H,
7exa psAmoM, UX B3TJIAAb OBIIHA ITOYTH Ha OMHOM ypoBHe. OH CIIOKOMHO JieKall C TOJIBIM TOPCOM, €T0
MYCKYJTUCTHIE TUHUY ObITA YUCTHIMU U KPACUBEIMH, 0€3 €QUHOT0 U3bsTHA. B3I, CKONb3HYB BHU3 110
TAJIMM, OCTAHOBUJICS HA TEHHU, CKPBITOM IOM ofesiyioM, ¥ Hopa TyT ke 0TBes rjia3a, CHOBa
BCTPETHBIIKUCH C SHTAPHBIMU 3paYyKaMU.



LiBet rima3 ®unca He U3MEHUIICS, HO B HUX CTasI0 OOJIbIIe HATIOPUCTOCTHU U MaBIeHUSs. XOTS B HUX He
OBIIIO KPOBOXKAMHOCTH, HO OHU OBISTM HATIOJTHEHH YeM-TO HeoObsICHUMBEIM. HOopa HUKOTIa paHbIle He
CTAJIKUBAJICSI C TAKUM B3TJISIIOM, ¥ €T0 MHCTUHKTHI TYT XKe cpaboTaju, ¥ OH MTHOBEHHO CO3[1all
IYXOBHYIO ITPOEKITHIO.

Korpa nepep ero riasaMu MOSIBUICS OeJiblii JPAaKOHYMK, MAIIyIIUM KPLUIbSIMU U TOIOPIIAIII
IYXJIBIY 3af, «ObIBaIBI» CTPaXK OKaMeHell. 3a TOfbl CITyK0bl B KOCMUYECKUX HaéMHUKaX OH IOBUAN
MHOT0€, HO laXkKe OH HUKOTZa He CTaJIKUBAJICA C TeM, UTOObl yXOBHas MIPOEKINS IpeBpalianach B
npyroe cymectBo! Eciu 6B 3TO MPOU30IIII0 B KOCMOCE, ero OBl TOYHO OTIIPaBUIM B TaBopaToOpHIo B
KauecTBe oOpa3iia!

Hops moTep rnasa, HO Geblil JPaKOHYUK He MCYe3 U Haxke MPOMHUINA Hapy pas, IOgTBEPKIas CBOIO
PeanbHOCTb.

— ...A rme Mo cokon? — OH CyX0 CIIPOCHJI, €70 T'0I0C OBLIT XPUILIBIM.

— Pa3Be He oH 3mech? — OUIIC YCMeXHYJICS U yKa3as Ha 0eJI0To ApaKOHYKKA, KOTOPBIMA TYT XKe
B371eTell Ha Iy1edyo Hops 1 HeXXHO npuXkacs K HeMy.

Hops 4yBCTBOBAJ, UTO MEXKOY HUM U 3THM MaJeHbKMM CYIIeCTBOM €CTh IyXOBHAS CBSI3b, HO KaK XKe
TaK BHIIIJIO, YTO OH IIPEBPATHIICS B APaKoHa!

— Yto npoucxomut! Kx-KX...

— He BomHylicH, 51 mpuHecy Tebe BOMHL.

CxkasaB 970, ®UJIC TOIIeI0Ba €T0 B 7100 U JIeTKO CIPHITHYT C KpoBaTu. OH TONBKO B35 COCYT, C
BOJIOM, KaK BHE3aIHO JBePb KOMHATH C TPOXOTOM PaCIIaxHyIack, ¥ OBICTPHIE IIIAT¥ HAIIPABUIIKCh
IIPSIMO B CITAJIbHIO — Pa3[BHKHAS IBEPh OTKPHIIACh, ¥ B3BOJIHOBAHHBIN 30JI0TOBOJIOCHH CBSIIEHHUK
3aKpUYa:

— Hops, THI B nopske... a?!
BecTep BopBasics B KOMHATY, ¥ BCE ero 6eCIIOKOMCTBO ¥ TPEBOTAa MIHOBEHHO IIPEBPATHINCE B IIIOK.
Oun nocMoTpen Ha Hopa, cupsiiero Ha KpoBaTH C BhIpaXkKeHUEM IIOJTHOTO OTYasHUS, 3aTEM

MEXdHUYECKHU ITOBEPHYII IT'OJIOBY U YCTABHUJICA HAa YEPHOBOJIOCOTO MYXKYHHY, BHE3AIIHO ITIOABUBIIETOCA
B KOMHaTe, B Pe3KO0 IIOBBICHUII I'OJIOC:

— KTto T8I Takoit! Kak T cioma nomaj?!

— Becrep... — I'ostoc Hopa Ovin TuXUM, 1 BecTep ero He yCIbIIal.

EMy npuiiock BCTaTh ¥ 0ObSICHUTE:



— 9710 QuIc, oH He YyXKOu.
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