— Huuero cTpairsoro, mycTh oCcTaHeTcsd PsAgoM ¢ ToOoii. Korma o Tebe He TOHAJOOUTCS, OH IPOCTO
MICUe3HeT.

Kak 6ynTo monTBepkaas cioBa ®uica, oyx gpakoHa C TOKOPHBEIM BhIpaXkKeHUEeM JiKila OICTPO
pactBopuiics B Bo3ayxe. Hopa ¢ youBnenueM Habm0gam 3a 3TUM U HE CMOT CIEePXKaTh BOCXUIIEHHUS:

— Kaxk yguBuTenbHO. ..

— Bcero Ui 0CKOJOK OYyILIX, HU4Yero 0COOEHHOTO, — HpeH66pe}KI/ITeHI:>HO oTBeTun durc.

Huuero ocobennoro?! Bectep u Catunia ¢ u3ymjieHUEM YCTABUIMChH Ha HET0. ITOT APAKOH OKa3aJCs
Ha pefKOoCTh IefpbiM! Begb 3T0 OBIJT OCKOJIOK AYIIM ApakKoHa — MaTepuas [AJig co3fmaHus apTedakTa,
KOTOPHIM MOXKHO OBIJIO BCTPETUTH pa3 B CTO JIET, CTOJIb JKe pPefKuii, Kak OCKOJIOK CepfedHOro OrHs
BponuToHa. A OH TOBOPHUT O HEM TakK... Oy[ITO 3TO MYCTIK?

Bectep u CaTumna ObIM ITOpaXkKeHH! IeApoCcThio uica ¥ Havasu MO03PeBaTh, YTO Y HET'O €CTh
CKpPBITEIE MOTHUBEL. Pa3Be ApakOHBEI HEe U3BECTHH CBOEM XXKagHOCThI0? [loueMy XkKe OH BOPYT CTal TAaKUM
BEJIUKOAYIIHLEIM? MoXkeT ObITh, 9TO KaKasi-To JIOBYIIKa?

CBsIIIeHHUK ¥ MOPCKOM IEMOH MOT'PY3UJIUCh B PA3MBIIIIEHUS 0 BO3MOXKHOM 3aroBope, a Hopa Toxe
IIO4yBCTBOBaJI ce6st HeyloTHO. OH BCIIOMHHUJI, KaK MaJIeHbKUM [IPAKOH, TOJIbKO YTO BBITYIIUBIIUHICS U3
su1a, Ol TPyObIM M BIACTHHIM, @ TETIePh BAPYT CTajl TAKMM ITOHUMAIOIIKUM. JTO BEI3HIBAJIO Y HETO
cTpaHHOe 4yBCTBO. OTOPOCHB 3TU MBICITH, OH CMEHUTT TEMY:

— 3pech HeOe30MacHO, MOXKET, BepHEMCS 00paTHO? MK y Bac eCTh Ipyrue mpenioxeHuns?

— Kak ckaxenis, — C YHBI6KOfI oTBeTUI OUJIC, TOAX0asa K H0p3 U TIPOSABIISASA HEBEPOATHYIO MATKOCTD,
YTO OBIIIO COBEPIIEHHO HE II0X02XKE Ha €Tro0 IIPeXXHee II0OBEeJEeHNne.

Hops ¢ mogo3peHneM MoCMOTpPeIT Ha HEero U, KOCHYBIIKCh €r0 INeKH, CePbE3HO CIIPOCHUIL:

— THl... B mopsAgke? MoXKeT, 9TO IMOCIeACTBHS TOT0, YTO IPOU3IOIIII0?

— KoneuHo HeT, — ®uc coepxKan XkejlaHue B3bePOIIUTh Yellylo ¥ ITPOIOJIKII UTPaTh POJIb
TIOCTTYILITHOT'O0 APAaKOHYHUKA.

Ox B3s11 Hopa 3a pyky:

— To, 9TO IPU3BAJIO MEHS, YKe HalIeHO, ¥ MBI Y3HAJIA O CUTyallMl C MOPCKUM OEMOHOM. Temephb
MOZKHO JIOJIOKUTb TOMY KPYITHOMY JIopay. [laBait BepHEMCST 1 HAUHEM Hallle Iy TEeIIeCTBHE.



He moxupmasick 0TBeTa HOpS, Carumna HEPBHO HAIIPATCA U, OCTaHABIMBaAsA €ro, CDOYHO CKa3all:

— 9H, BeI cobupaeTech OPOCUTE BCE Ha MONIYTU? BBl He MOXKeTe MO3BOJIUTh MHE BEPHYTLCS B MOpe B
tTakoM cocTtosgHuu! Cynnba Moero Hapopa moBToputcs! Y ecnu aTo cnyuutcs, KopeHHa Toxke
IocTpajaer.

— Hop9, o npaB, — ¢ coxkaneHueM ckKa3an Bectep. — Ecnu MBI He pemuM mpobieMy ¢ MOPCKUM
IEMOHOM, 3TO Hen30exKHO MoBIuseT Ha 6e3omacHocTh KopeHHBl. Ha 3TOM KOHTUHEHTE, HE3aBUCUMO
OT packl, HalllA Cy[IbOBI TECHO CBSI3aHHI.

— 4 3Haw. OuUJIC IPOCTO MOIIYTUJI, A HE IJIAHUPYIO YXOOUTE.

H0p3 KpaeM I'jia3a 3aMeTHuJI, KakK JIMI0 ®wurca crnerka UCKa3uiaoCh, M MOCIIEIINI YCIIOKOHUTH €r0,
IIOTJIaAuB II0 I'0OJIOBE:

— K ToMy Xe 4 elllé He BUAEN IOABOAHEIE ITEH3aKHU.

I'maza ®uica 3aropeiuce, 1 OH C YJ'IBI6K0171 CKa3all:

— Hy 4to0 X, Torma s mokaxy tebe Mope.

Ycnreimas aTo, Bectep u CaTia CHHXPOHHO BEIPA3UIIY IIpe3peHue. Ji, Thl, 06CIIPUHIUIHEIYA JPAKOH,
KOMY THI IIOKa3bIBaelllb CBOIO LIeAPOCTh? Ceiltyac TOYHO He BpeMs A IPOryJioK!

Hopa, BCTPETUBIINCE C CUAIOIINM B3TIAO00M durnca, IIOYYyBCTBOBAJI CTPAHHOE BOJTHEHHUE. OH oTBen
B3rJIdn M, YCKOPUB PEYb, CIIPOCHIT:

— CaTua, TH yIOMHHAI Iufepa Epmynranpa. Tel 3Haels, The OH IpsdeTca? MoxkKeT, MBl CMOKeM
CXBATUTh €T0 IIEPBBIM.

— ¥V MeH$ eCTh 3allenKy. Thl IOMOXKEIb MHE? — C HaflexKaou crpocun CaTuna.

— [TomozxkeM ApyT ApyTy. Y MeHs TOXKe eCTh TO, YTO Hy2KHO HaWTH, U S HafleloCh, YTO Thl CMOXKEIITh
IaTh MOACKa3Ku, — UCKpeHHe oTBeTun Hopas.

— JoroBopunucse. [logeémMTe, 51 TPOBEAY Bac.

Catumna c 9HTY3Ma3MOM Ha4aJl ABUTaTbCHA:

— IlogoxpauTe, S mogaM CUTHaI CBOMM TOBapHIIIaM.



Cnioco6 CaTtuiibl MOAaTh CUTHAN 3aK/TI0YaICs B meHuu. HyKHO CKa3aTh, 4TO y Bcex CUpeH OT
TTPUPOIHI IPEKPACHEIEe Tooca. Ero Tonoc, XoTh U He GBI CTONTb 3aBOPaXKUBAIOIINM, KaK PaHbIIIe, HO
BCE JKe 3By4as MeJIOLUYHO, KaK KpacuBas [103Ma.

Ho mpexpe yem CaTuiia 3aKOHYUII CBOE IIEHKE, OCTPOB IIOJ MX HOTaM{ Hayall CUJIbHO TPSCTHUCH. Bce
WHCTUHKTUBHO CXBATUJIUCh 3a PYKH, €[IBa yepXKuBas paBHOBecHe. BecTep, TOMBKO YTO
TIOTPYKEHHBIN B eHue CaTUsIbl, OYHYJICS U 3aKpUYalt:

— Yro npoucxomgut? TH 4YTO, IPUBJIEK MOPCKYIO 3Me0?

— Heyxenu Tak coBmnano?

CaTuna ¢ HeIOBOJIbHBIM BBIpaKE€HHEM JIUIla ITPUKYCHUII TYGY ¥ U3BUHUJICA:

— IIpocTuTe, 51 GBI HEOCTOPOKEH.

He ycnen oH 3aKOHYUTH, KaK TPsCKa OCTPOBa ycuaunack. Hops mocnemHo mocMOTpesl Ha CBOeTo
sicTpeba, ¥ TOT, Oyoy4u MyXOBHOM MPOEKLMEN, MTHOBEHHO B3MaxHYJT KPBIIbSIMU U BHITIETEN U3
nemiepsl. IIponeTeB Hafl TOBEPXHOCTHIO BOMbL, ICTPe6 MpUCTaabHO HabII0gan 3a OyIIyoImMu
BOJIHaMU. BAPYT o7 BOJOY MOSIBUJICS OTPOMHBIN M3BUBAIOLIANCS CUIYIT 3MEU, KOTOPHIX C CUJION
yIapwui 1mo ocTpoBy. besnble OpbI3TU B3METHYIUCH BBEPX, @ TSAXKEIIbIH 'y pa3Heéccs 1Mo Mopio. Hopa u
€ro CIIyTHUKY CHOBa OKa3aJIuCh COUTHI C HOT.

— OTo Ta camas 3Mesi, — IOJy4yuB HHGOPMaIuio oT sictpeba, Hopa mpousHEC ¢ HanpsKeHueM. —
Ona BepHyIace.

— Hop»s, BcTanb nepeno MHOM.

MarneHbKUY IOOPOCTOK, eABa focturasmnii Hops no nosic, BApyr otaan npruka3. Hops Ha MrHOBeHUE
3aMep, HO MHCTUHKTHUBHO ITOBEPHYJICA K HeMy criuHou. OH He OB YBepeH, YTo 3aayMan duic, Ho B
3TOT MOMEHT II0 €r0 CIIHHe Ipo0exKaau MypallKy, 1 MHCTUHKT MOACKa3al eMy: «OmacHOCTh!»

Hops pe3ko o0epHyIIcs, U ero 3eNI€HbIe Tla3a 3ahUKCUPOBAJIU IPoIecc mpeBpalenus. duic
noOpPOBOJILHO CHSIJT Marnyeckue OTpaHU4YeHUs, U YEpHas 4elnys ObICTPO MOKPhIIa eT0 KOXKY,
IIPEBPATUB €€ B IPOYHHIM NaHIUPb. ET0 KOCTH Hayalu CTPEMHUTENIHHO PACTH, a IOJIyIIPO3padyHbIe
KPHIJTbSI PACKPBITUCE, 3aKPHIB C0O0# BXO B melepy. ENMHCTBEHHBIN UCTOYHUK CBETA UCYE3, U TPOE
0Ka3auch moryoiieHsl TbMoi. Tonbko Hopa Mor BuieTs, Kak MajleHbKUHM IOAPOCTOK IIPEBPATHUIICS B
OTPOMHOE CYIIECTRBO.

®urc BepHyN cebe UCTUHHBIM 00/IUK, U Ielllepa OKa3ajlach 3all0JIHeHa er0 MaCCUBHLIM TEJIOM.
Mareiiniee gBUKEHME BHI3BIBAJIO OCHITIAHKWE 3€JIEHEIX KAMEHHBIX OCKOJIKOB, CJTOBHO CHeT. OH
«BEJIMKOOYIITHO» CJIOXKWJI KPBUIbs, OTKPHIBAsi BXOH, ¥ KOTHa CBET BepHYJICS, BecTep, OTKPHIB rasa,
yBU[EJI OTPOMHBIE STHTApHbIE TJ1a3a, pa3MepoM c ero nauiio. OH B3OPOTHYI U UHCTUHKTUBHO CXBaTUII



CaTI/IJ'Iy 3a PYKY. Caturna, CKPHUBHUBIINCEH, COEPKAJICA 1 IIPOMOIYal.

®wurc... CHoOBa BBEIPOC.

fActpeb ToXKe U3nan YOIUBIEHHLIM KPUK, KpyKachk BOKpYT Hopa, CIOBHO crpaluBasi: «9TO TOT CaMbIi
OPaKOH, C KOTOPHIM 5 gpasca? ToT MaJleHbKU?»

I pakoH, KOTOPHIH OBIT 4yTh OOJIBIIIE TOIYMETPA B MJIMHY, MTHOBEHHO BHIPOC [I0 OBYX METPOB, U
TENepb eMy IIPUXOAUIIOCh HAKJIOHSTh TOJIOBY, YTOOR CMOTpPEeTh Ha HuX. Ecnu 651 Hopa cefiyac
Iepaaj BO PTY BOAY, OH OBl TOYHO mopaBmicsi. CKOPOCTh POCTA 3TOTO APAKOHA... COBEPIIEHHO
HeHOpMasbHasi! Heyxkenu oH BCTPETUI HEHACTOSIIIEr0 ApakoHa?

— Thl... CHOBa BBIPOC?

«3T10 Grmaromapst Tede».

Hop»s HU 3a 4TO He npu3Hascs OB, YTO Ha CEpbE3HON APaKOHbEN MOPJEe OH yYBU[EN CMYIIEHNUeE.

— g7

OH He MOT He 3afyMaThCs, YTO e OH CfeJiall, YTO APaKOH TaK OBICTPO pacTeT. EMy Gombiiie
HPABUJICST MaJIeHbKUM, MITKWUM ¥ KOMIAKTHHIM IPAaKOHYHUK!

Tpsicka ocTpoBa He IpeKpallianack, ¥ TPoe, IOTPSICEHHBIE IO TTyOMHBL OYIIN, CUOEIN Ha 3eMIIe,
YCTaBUBILKCH Ha BHE3AITHO ITOSBUBIIETOCS YEPHOTO ipakKoHa. MopCKoe 4ygoBHIlle IIPOAOJIKATI0
STPOCTHO aTAaKOBaTh OCTPOB, KOTOPHIM KavaJsiCs, KakK JIofKa B TopM. Ho, BO3MOXKHO, JTydIlle, €CITH OHU
OKaXyTCs B MOIYOOMOPOYHOM COCTOSTHUM, Belb, BO3MOXKHO, BCE 3TO — IIPOCTO TaJITIOIMHALINS !

«f BEIBEy Bac OTCIOfa».

Huzkwuii, Ténmnsiit ronoc ®uica MpoHUK B coO3HaHHe Hops, ¥ TOT MOYyBCTBOBAJ CTPAHHOE
compoTuBieHue. Korga aToT royoc mpo3Bydast B ero I'ojIoBe, OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, OYITO €ro MOJTHOCTHIO
BUOSAT HACKBO3b. JTO OILIYyILIEHUE... OBIIIO OTIaCHBIM.

®uIic HaKJIOHUIICS ¥ aKKypaTHO MPUKPEIT Hops cBouM OPIOXOM, a BOT C ABYMST APYTHMHU OH HE CTall
TaK IIEPEMOHUTHCS, MMPOCTO IMOAKATHUI UX K ce0e, KaK MSYUKY. [I0QHSB TOJI0BY, OH OTKPHII ITACTh, U B
€ro JIpaKoHbeW MOpP/e BCILIXHYJI CBeT. BHe3amHo Marundeckasi 3Heprus BHIpPBalach HAPyxKy, U
TBEP/ble KaMHH, CJIOBHO OyMara, MrHOBEHHO MCYe37Td. Bxofl B mmeliepy, KOTOPHIM paHbIle ObIT Y3KUM,
TeTepb MOJTHOCThIO PACKPHIICS, 00HaXKUB sIpKoe He00. OCKONIKYM KaMHeW MMafgaliy, KakK MoXKIb, HO BCe
OHM OBITM OCTAHOBJIEHHI KpenKuM TeoMm duca.

Hopa, mpuxkaBUIMCch K KUBOTY ®Puica, MOT BUIETh TOJIKO €ro IMMPOKUH mog0opomok. OH BIIepBHIE



ouIyTUs cebst B TaKOM 3aIIUIIEHHON TO3UIIUU, U 3TO OBIJIO... CTPAHHO.
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