Hops Monua B3TISTHYNT HA CTAapUKa ¥ 3aKaTajl pykaBa. TOT OCMOTpET ero PyKu U, He 00HapPyKuB
HUKAKUX CIIefi0B, 00/1er4éHHO B3HOxXHY . OH TOMHS I'a3a Ha Hopas U CIpocuit:

— 3Haellb, 4TO S UCKamn?

— [Ipomry Bac, pacckaxuTte, — CMUPEHHO mpou3Hec Hopa.

— OTO K/IeMO KOHTpaKTa.

— KoHTpakTa?

— Tounee, KoHTpaKTa rocroguHa u Ciayru. [I[pakOH — TOCIIOOUH, Thl — cliyra. [ToKa IpakoH caM He
PELIUT PACTOPTHYTh €T0, YeJIOBEK He CMOXKET 0CBOOOOUTHLCS OT €Tr0 IPUCYTCTBUS.

CTapI/IK B3OOXHYIJI, €r0 I'yia3a CJIerkKa 3aTyYMaHHUJIUCh, CJIOBHO OH BCIIOMHXHAJI 9YTO-TO U3 IIPOIIJIOTO.

— {1 He 3ampeirato Tebe 00IIAThCS C APaKOHaMU. Y MeHs caMoro ecTh Apyr u3 KiaHa [IpakoHOB, Kak
9. Ho s x04y, 94TOORI THI OBIJT OCTOPOKEH ¥ He IOIAJICS Ha YI0BKH, WHa4Ye Thl MOXKEIIh TPOBECTH BCIO
XW3Hb PSIOM C TPAKOHOM.

Boxke npaBniii... Hopa crerka 3acoMHeBascs. B ero MeHTanbHOU chepe OTIYETINBO BUTHEIICS Clief
IpaKOHbeH JTallbl, ¥ OH He yMeHbINaJICd HU Ha #oTy. Eciu OBl OH pacckasall CTapuKy, YTO 3TOT
«XUTPHIA» OIPAKOH y2Ke OCTaBUI Ha HEM KJIEWMO, He yMep Obl TOT OT 3/10CTH?

Panu 3mopoBbs cTapuka u cBobonsr dunca Hopa peurusn CKphITh 3TOT hakT. OH IOYTUTEIBHO
TIOKJIOHUJICS:

— Cnacubo 3a Bamly 3a60Ty, rocoguH. Pa3 co MHOM BCE B IOpsKe, HE MOTJIA OBl Bl OCBOOOMIUTD
Qumnca?

— OcBobomuth? Het, momoxkau HeMHOTO. ECTh Belly, KOTOphIE ST He MOTY CKa3aTh IIPU HEM.

Crapuk BHUMATEIBLHO IOCMOTpell Ha Hopa, pa3meluinss.

— Moii BHYK paccKa3biBaj, YTO TBOU O0EBhIE HABBIKM IIPEBOCXOMIHEI ¥ THl OUeHb JIOBOK, HO ThI MaJjio
3Haellb 0 MUpe BOKPYT. [IyMalo, TH faxe He MpeCcTaBselb, Kak 00pamaThCs C JpakoHaMU, BEPHO?
BcroMHUB, KakK B ITPOIIIOM OH OMJI ApakoHa 10 3agHHUIIE, IEPTall 3a XBOCT U TJIAAU II0 TOJIOBE...
Hopas HEeBONIBHO MOTEP PYKH, CMYIIEHHO OTBEPHYBIIUCEH OT ®uca u TuX0 mpobopMoTant:

— Mornu OBl BB MHE IIOCKA3aTh?

— KoneuHo, Te n30paHHUK Jpna. B mobom ciydae 51 moMory Tebe.

[Tox mpucTanbHBEIM B3rIstimoM dusca ctapuk moxsiomnan Hopa mo mieuy.



— XOTS Ha 3TOM KOHTHHEHTE OCTaJICS TOJIbKO OJNH TaKOH BBICOKOMepHBIfI 3BEP5, IIPABUJI, KOTOPHIE
HY2KHO CO6J'IIOI[aTB, HE MEHBbIIIe. Hpe}K,ue 4YeM 4 HAaYHYy YUUThb Te65{, 3dlIOMHHU OJHO: HUKOT'Ia HE
HOBepﬂﬂ 9THUM BJIaCTHBIM CYIII€CTBAM.

[Cnymait, cMepTHBI#! Ecnu TH TOCMeEITh CTyIIaTh 3TOTO CTapyuKa, KOTAa 51 BEIOEPYCh, s Tebe
moKaxy!]

I'HeBHBIM Tonoc Ounca, OPOXKAIIKA OT IPOCTH, TPOMKO pa3fancs B co3HaHuu Hopa. ToT coenan Bup,
YTO HUYEro He 3aMeTuJI, U OTIPaBUJI COKOJIa OTBJIeYb ApaKoHa. BoCI0Ib30BaBIINCE MOMEHTOM, OH
CMUPEHHO CIIPOCUJI CTapuKa:

— Ilouemy BeI Tak roBopuTe? Pa3se Bh u [lamaiiia 91 He APY3bsa?

— Bupumo, TH BuIesn 3oa B ero HacTosIeM 00/InKe.
Crapuk B3OOXHYIIL.

— Of — HU3ILIKY OPaKOHOYeJI0BeK, IOMeCh JpaKoHa M APYroro Bupaa. Mx mojgoxeHune HU3KOeE, U C
POXKIEeHUs OHM CBSI3aHBI KOHTPAKTOM, I1eJib KOTOPOro — ciyxkeHue Knany [IpakoHoB. Korfga gpakoHEbI
COTPYZHUYAIOT C APYTMMHU pacaMy, OHU TaKXKe HCIOJIb3YIOT KOHTPAKTH IS 3allUTHl CBOEU
6e3onacHOCTH. HO 3TH KOHTPAKTHI MTOJTHOCTHIO OQHOCTOPOHHUE, STOUCTUYHEIE, U, KPOME IPAKOHOB,
Opyras CTOPOHA He MOJIy4YaeT HUKAKOU BBITOMEL.

— 3HauwuT... OPAKOHEI MOT'YT 00MaHOM 3aCTaBUTh KOT'0-TO 3aK/II0YUTh C HUMU TaKOH KOHTpaKT?

— KoneuHo, — oTBeTun ctapuk. — [IpakOHb — KpaiiHe 3TOUCTUYHBIE CYIeCTBa, ¥ Pagyl BRIXKMBAHUS
OHUY T'OTOBHI Ha BCE, BK/II0YAs TOTO, UTO PSIAOM ¢ ToOOM. X0Ts 9T0 7 mompocusl Teds m03aboTUThCS 0
HEM, pagy ce0st caMoro ThI JOIKEH OBITh OCTOPOXKEH.

Hopa B3rnsuyn Ha ®usca, ¥ TOT, CBI3aHHbIM C HUM KOHTPAKTOM, TOYHO YJIOBUJ €TI0 MBICTIH.
Pa3mpaxk€éHHO pa3MaxuBast KPBIIbSIMU B Marn4eCKOM ITy3bIpe, IPAKOH XJIECTHYJI XBOCTOM.
[He cnyma#t sToro ctapuka! KOHTpakThl JpakOHOB OBIBAIOT Pa3HBIMU. TOT, YTO Ha HUIIIUX

IPaKOHOYEJIOBEeKAX, — XKEPTBEHHBIM KOHTPAKT, a He TOT, YTO 3aK/II0YEH MeXKOY MHON U T00OH!]

Hops MbIcIeHHO mTapupoBai: «3HAYUT... Thl IeHCTBUTEIIHLHO BOCIIOIH30BAJICS MOMM HE3HAHUEM U
3aK/II0YNUI KOHTPAKT, ga?»

Emé HemaBHO I'PO3HBINM IPAKOH Cpa3y IMOHUK, YTPIOMO KOTAsICh B ITy3bIpe U U3[aBas xKaoOHbIe
3BYKH, I0X0XKUE Ha IJIyXOU I'POM B XKAPKUU IOJIOEHb.

[3T0...] — Qunc 3amyrasncs, o0BuBas XBOCTOM ce0s1, ¥, TogyMaB, OTBeTHN: [ He oTputat. Ho g
TOYHO He MCII0JIb30BaJl JKePTBEHHBIN KOHTPAKT! 1 TBOM rOCIOOUH, U MHE HET HyXKOHl ITaTh Tebe
TaKoM rpy6oy 10xkbi0!]

durnc IIPUCTAJILHO CMOTPEIJI B I''Ta3a Hopa, 1, HeCMOTPS Ha yCTPAIIAOIIYI0 OIPAKOHBIO MOPAY, B €T0



TJ1a3ax YyuTagack obuma. Hopa ¢ TpymoM chaepaka yibiOKy, MEICJIEHHO OTBETHB: «XOPOIIIO, 5 BEPIO
Tebe.»

[MonyuuB obelanue, HacTpoeHue duIca yIydIIuaoCh, ¥ OH Hayall pa3MaXMBaTh XBOCTOM, KaK
MasITHUK, KOHYUK KOTOPOTO TO U [IEJI0 YIIUPAJICS B CTEHKY ITy3BIPSI.

CTapuk 3aMeTHu/ 9TO U3MEHEHHe ¥ XOTeJI YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO JIUIITh B3MOXHYIIL.

— THI ¥ 9TOT [APAKOH... TAMHO, THl CaM BCE TIOHUMaellb.

OH TIOBEPHYJICS, B3SI7I C ITONIKY TeTpagb B 60PIOBOM MEPEIIETEe ¥ TOPXKECTBeHHO Bpyuus eé Hopa.

— JTO0 KHHTa, KOTOPYIO MHe mofgapun Ja. Temeps s nepenato eé Tebe. B Hell eCcTh Bce OeTalH,
KOTOpBIe HY2KHO 3HATh MPHU OOIIEHWM C APaKOHAMHU. BHMMATEIbHO IPOYTH, YTOOR HE IOMacThCS Ha
WX YTIOBKH.

Own noxmnonan Hopa mo pyke, mo6aBuB:

— IlomHH, OPaKOHBI — MaCTepPa TOProBaThCA.

— Coacu60, rocIonuH.

Hop»a 6epexkHo MPUHSI KHUTY U yOpasl e€ B CyMKY, 3aTeM [I0CTaJl KapTy, OCTABIEHHYI0 DIBYKOM.

— locomguH, 3TO KapTa, KOTopyio MHe fan ITanama 9. Ha Helt ecTh ero 3amucu. OH X0Tesl, YTOOH s
oTIpaBuicsd Ha noucku [lyxa ['opmoro [IpakoHa. Bel — ero apyr, y Bac eCTb KakKue-TO IIOACKa3Ku?

— Hyx I'opmoro [IpakoHa...

[Ipy ynoMuHaHKU 3TOTO COKPOBHUINA JIULIO CTapyuKa U3MEHUJIOCH, M OH II0Ka4asl I'0JI0BOM.

— Opm mompocui Teds UCKaTh ero? OTO MeNCTBUTEIBHO...

— Yto?

— ITocne BoitHE 7 He MoT 3a6bITh 0 [Iyxe ['opmoro [IpakoHa. OH moTpaTuil OOJIbIIE NEeCTH JIET,
00011719 KaX[blil yTOJIOK KOHTUHEHTa, HO TakK U He HallEJ ero. Bce ero myreuecTBus 3aMyCaHbl
30€eCh, ¥4 9TO MOXKHO Ha3BaTh NyTelIeCTBUEM Heynad. [lToHrMaelnb, HaCKOJIbKO CII0XKHO 3TO
OCYILIECTBUTL?

CTapI/IK TIOXJIOIIAJI IIO KapTe SJIBYKa, B €T0 I'0JIOCE 3By4aJIO XKeJjlaHue, YTOOBI Hopc—) OTKa3alicsa OT 3TOu
3aTen.

— Ho s obemian emy, — HeBO3MyTUMO cKa3asnl Hopa. — f He HapyIly CBOETO CJIOBa.

— Yro xk, magHO. Pa3 TH Tak HacTaWBaelllb, KapTa IIOKa OCTAHETCS 37eCh. S cocTaBIio Ays Tebs
MapIIPyT ¥ Ko6aBiio CBOM 3aMedaHusi. Ho pe3ynbTaT 3aBUCHUT OT TeOSI.



— Cnacub0, TOCIOOHH.

— Trl — HacnegHUK, BEIOPaHHBIM OI0M, U IPYT MOero BHyKa. Kak crapmmmii, s 06s13aH Te06s
HaIlpaBUTh, — MSTKO CKa3an cTapuk. — OcTaBaiicsad B KopeHHe HECKOIIBKO JHEW, OTHOXHU. Ecnu 4To-
TO TOHa#00UTCS, 06PaTUCh K YIIPABIIIOIIEMY, OH BCE YCTPOUT.

Hops cHOBa MOKJIOHUIICS, ¥ B 9TOT MOMEHT B €r0 IrOJIOBE Pa3fasics HeTepIeIuBHY ronoc ®unca:
[Ckopee BrIIyCTH MeHS!]

OH momHSJ B3TJIAA U yBUAeN, 4To OUIC BCeM TeJIOM IIPUXKAJICSI K CTeHKe IY3bIpsi, OTHASHHO IIHITAsICh
IPUBIIeYh BHUMaHUEe. HOp3 BCIIOMHMII, YTO 3TOT IITYMHBIN APAKOH BCE EII€ 3amepT, ¥ IIOBEPHYIICS C
IPOCHOOM:

— l'ocionuH, He Moriu 05 BEL ocBoOonuThs dunca?

— AX, 9 coBceM 3a0FbIII.

CTrapuK XJIONHYJ B JIafOILIX, U MarudeCKui My3sIphb pa3fieTesics Ha KycKu. He oxXupaBImuii 3TOro
®unc ¢ rpoxoToM yIan Ha 1moji. HecMOTps Ha TOJICTHIM KOBED, IPAKOH, YHUXKEHHBIN IIOTEPEN NHlla, C
SIPOCTBIO 3aphluall, PaclIpaBul KPBLUIbs, TOTOBSICh CPA3UTHCA CO CTAPUKOM.

TOT CI0XKUII PYKU 3a CIIMHOU U CIIOKOMHO CKa3al:

— 4 3Halo, 4TO BHI BaxkHas ocoba, HO 9TO MO JIOM, U ceiidac Bhl MHE He POBHS. Ecnu He XOTHUTE

CHOBA OKa3aThbCA B ITY3EIPE, YCHOKOfITeCB.

ITH CJI0Ba 3aCTABHUIN BEICOKOMEPHOTO APAKOHYKMKA 3aMoJId4aTh. PUIIC MPayHO ITIOCMOTPEII Ha CTapuKa
U TsKeJo 3amarain K Hopa. Yke mocTurmmii eMy mosica JpakOHYMK He3aMeTHO 00BUJI XBOCTOM €T0
JIOTBIXKKY, CJIOBHO TOPOIIS YHATH.

Hops MaIlmmHaIbHO TOOHSI PYKY, HO, BCIOMHUB MPEI0CTepexkXeHre CTapuKa, 3aMep U omycTul eé. OH
TIOYTUTEJIBHO ITOKIOHHUIICS:

— MuI TONnéM, TOCIIOOUH.
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