— 3OpaBCTBYHTE, — T'OJIOC CTapHKa IIPO3Bydal B €ro yilaX. — Kak MmoXXuBaeT MaleHbKUYN OPYT B
TBOEU CyMKe?

— Ieny1ika, KakK BH y3HalU... — BecTep Ha MTHOBeHUE 3aMep, a 3aTeM C BO3MYIIeHNEM TTOBBICHIT
romoc. — 9To Toxke MHHO paccka3amn?

— I'nmynen, 3To 1 eMy cka3an. Thl gyMaelllb, 1 MOT He 3HaTh? — CTApUK NoTpenan Bectepa o
BOJIOCAM ¥ TPOMKO KPUKHYII:

— Jlucec, otBenu OpaTa B epKoBb CBaTOro CBeta. OH, HABEPHOE, TaK CIIEIIN BEPHYThCS, YTO HE
3alIen Tyga. MHe Hy2KHO IIOTOBOPUTH C TOCTEM.

— Jlemymka! — BecTep X0Tenn BO3pa3uTh, HO CTapUK MATKO II0Ka4as rojoBou. — Ciyiuancs, CHadana
CXOMOu B LIEPKOBb.

— Torpma He obuXKaKTe ero, — C TPEBOTOH IMOMPOCHUII BecTep.

CTapI/IK CHOBa IIOIMIEKO0TaJI eMy HOC, CJIOBHO COT'JIalllasACk. ucec OBIJI TOBOJIEH TaKUM penieHneM nu
yBeIl 00€eCIIOKOEHHOTO BeCTepa.

Kak TonmbKo OHU yinu, Hops ocTancs OouH mMof MPUCTAIbHEIM B3TTISIIOM CTapuka. OH OMyCTHIT
TOJIOBY, CIIOBHO IIPOBUHUBINKINCS PeOEHOK, He 3Hasi, YTO [eNaTh. B3risam cTapuka CTal MArde, ¥ OH
3aTOBOPHII, KaK C Pe6EHKOM CTaporo apyra:

— Teb6s 30ByT Hopa, BepHO? [TomHUMAaMCS.

— Ha, — Hopa He BO3paxKaJl 4 IMOCIIYIIHO IIOOHAJICA II0 JIECTHHUIIE.

— HWpéM, — cTapuk IIOMaHUI €T0 U HETOPOILIMBO IOIIEN BIIEPEN.

Hopa cnemoBan 3a HUM, He OTPHIBAS I'JIa3, TIOKA OHM He BOIIIK B KaOuHeT. KabuHeT cTapuka ObIT
IIPOCTOPHBIM, pa3[eIEHHLIM Ha TP KOMHATHI Pa3HOT0 pa3Mepa. BHeIHs s 4yacTh Oblyla TOCTUHOM, TfIe
CTOSITH YIOOHbBIe MUBAHKI C MATKMMM MEXOBHIMU ITOKPHIBAIaMH.

— JT0 Jp moJapuI MHE, — BOPYT 3ar0BOPUI CTapuK. — KaXXMblil rof] OH IPUCHITIA MHE IIKYPH, a
BHYTPH MHOTMIa HAaXOOUJIach HeOOJIbIAs 3aMKCKa ¢ HAAMUChI0: «Y MeHs BCE X0OpOIIo, He
6ecnokorics». 2Kanb, 4To Teneps g 60JIbIIe He IOTyYy TaKUX [TOCTaHUM.

— IIpoctute, — THXO0 cKa3an Hopa. — Korpga g HaIIEn ero, oH yxe OBIIL...

— 4 3Ha10, BecTep yxke coolImui MHe. BB CTONKHYIUCH C HOYHBEIM IEMOHOM B ropoake KaHuH,



KOTOPBIF aTaKOBAJ epeBHIo u [lonuHy MeguTtanuy. Bel momany B JIOBYIIKY, ¥ THOeIb JMa Obia
HensbexHa.

CrapuK CIIOKOMHO M3JI0KWJI COOBITHS, €r0 royoc ObI pa3MepeHHBIM, C YHUKAIbHEIM PUTMOM, CJIOBHO
TIEPEHOCS CITyLIaTeNs B TOT MOMEHT.

— Brl Bcé 3HaeTe, — ronoc Hopa ctan cyxuM. — Eciu B BCE 3HAETE... TO O UYEM BBl XOTUTE
IIOTOBOPUTH CO MHOM?

— JlaBaii TOTOBOPUM O TOM MaJIeHbKOM APYre, — MATKUU B3TJISI CTapuKa yIaa Ha ero cyMky. — OH
TaM, BEPHO?

— Bri 3HaeTe? — Hop3s MHCTUHKTHUBHO MPHUKPHII CYMKY.

CTapuK He pacCepauiCs, a JIUIIb YIRIOHYIC:

— KoneuHo, g 3Hat. { OB CBUETEIEM, KOT'ia ero 3anedaTalii.

Caupetens? Hopa ¢ youBieHNeM IIOCMOTPEII Ha CTapyKa, 3aTeM OIIYCTUJI FOJI0BY, HE pelIasich
OTKPBITH CYMKY.

«YernoBex, BBEITTYCTH MEHSA», — I'OJIOC IPAKOHYHKA IIPO3By4Yal B €ro CO3HAHUH.

Hops 3aMeqnn OBUKEHUS U MOJT4a OTKPBLI CYMKY. [IpaKOHYUK LIEBEJIbHYJI YIIIaMy, BEICYHYJI TOJIOBY
¥, PacCIIpaBUB KPHIIbS, BEUIETEN HAPYXKY.

Hops cmoTpen Ha myCcTyI0 CYMKY C HefoyMeHueM. Kak 3To BO3M0xkHO? Bcero 3a KOPOTKOe BpeMst
MaJIbII BhIpoc! PaHbllle OH MOT YMECTHTD €T0 Ha JIafloHH, a Tellephb, PaclpaBUB KPHIIbs, OH OB
pa3MepoM C XPyCTalIbHYIO TIOCTPY B KabuHeTe. be3 yuéTa XBOCTA... OH HOCTHUT yKe MOIyMeTpa?
Pa3Be mpaKOHBI PACTYT TakK ORICTPO?

OH c HeoBepHEM MOTep Ila3a U 3aTeM B3TJISIHYJI Ha CYMKY. Bce apkaHHbIE S9HEPreTUYeCKue LIapkl,
noflapeHHbIe TepIoroM Benrepom, ObITH omycToIneHs! IToT Mansi! Kak OH MOT CheCThb CTOJIBKO U
He JIOMHYTh? Hopa ¢ mocamoii B3TNISHYI Ha... TETIePh y2Ke He MaJlblllla, a HaunuHaoIIero ooperarTh
dbopMy ApakoHa ®uica, 4yBCTBYSI CMeIIaHHEIE SMOLIUH.

3ameTtuB B3rsag Hopa, ®uic XMBIKHYII, KPYy2Kach BOKPYT HETro, ¥ XBOCTOM TKHYJI ero B OOK.

«YT0, uenmoBek, Tebe He HPABUTCS MO pa3Mep?»

Hops MenbKOoM B3TJISTHY Ha MaCCHUBHBIM 3a7 ®usica u GRICTPO IOKayvas rojI0BOM:



— Koneuno =Her.

AuTapusle rna3a Ounca Cy3uIuCh, OH C HEJOBEPUEM OCMOTPEN CBOETO CIYTY, 3aTEM IMOTHSII XBOCT U
IpenynpenuTenbHO XIonHyn Hops no 3aguune. Ho ynpyrocTs ero Tena yguBuia OpakoHa, ¥ OH
HEBOJIbHO ITOBTOPUJI JEelCTBHUE.

[Tepsriii pa3 Hopa omanen, omyinasi, Kak KapMa HaCTUTraeT ero. Buepa oH ellé gepraj 3Toro
MaJiblllla 3a XBOCT, @ CEeTOMHS... MaJIbII Y2Ke He TaKOM MaJIeHbKUM, U Teleph OH caM CTajl 00 beKTOM
Haka3aHus! [ToKa OH pa3MBIIIISAT O IPEBPATHOCTSX CyAbObl, PUIIC PEIINI OTOMCTHUTD e11lé OoIbIIe.
ITaxke caMblli TePIETUBHIN YEJIOBEK He BhIIepKan Okl TAKOTrO.

— D! — Hop3 0TCKOYHUII B CTOPOHY, €r0 IIEKYU ITOKPaCHENIA. — XBATUT AyPauuThCS!

«JlypauuThcsi? Haka3blBaTh CIIYTy — €T0 CBSIIEHHOE IIPaBo!»

®usc ¢ JOCTOMHCTBOM BBITYCTHII CTPYIO AbIMA B NTHU1I0 HOP3, UCIIOIB3Yst KOI'TH ¥ XBOCT, YTOORI
npernopaTh Ypok. Ho nerkuit Kaienb pepBa ero feicTBus. ®uic pa3npakEeHHO TOCMOTPET B
CTOPOHY, ¥ €T0 B3TJIS[ BCTPETHUIICS C B3TJISIOM CTapuKa, CJIOBHO MCKPHI ITOJIETENTH B BO3YXeE.

®urc pEIKHYT Ha CTapyuKa, U CUJIa 3ByKOBOM BOJIHEI 3aCTaBUIa IIPefIMeTH B KaOuHEeTe 3alp0XKaTh.
XpycTanbHas JII0CTpa Cerka IoKayHyJach, U3aBas 3BOHKUH 3BYK. CTapyK 0CTaJICsI HEBO3MYTHUM,
JIUIIB CJIerKa yabIOHyCcS U cipocut Hopa:

— BBl ¢ 9TUM ApaKOHOM ONIU3KU?

— 4 obeman namnamie 90y 3a60TUTLCS 0 HEM, — Hopa mocMoTpesn Ha cTapuKa, 3aTeM Ha
pa3gpaxénHoro dumca, 0CTOPOKHO OTBETUB. — [T0Ka YTO 51 HE COOMPAIOCh HapYIIaTh CBOE CIIOBO.

«Yro 3HAuuT "noka uTo"? THl MOM C/TyTa, pa3Be TH 3a0bn?» — ria3a ®uica moTeMHeNu, OH
pas3mpaxkEHHO 3acKpuIien 3ybaMu, u3naBast HU3KUM PhHIK.

T'omoBa Hopa rymena oT myma, ¥ OH C TOCKOM BCIIOMHUJI BpeMeHa, KOToa OPaKOHYHK OBIJT MaJIeHbKUM
Y MUJIBIM, @ HE TaKUM BBICOKOMEPHBIM.

— Bl MoXkeTe 00IIaTLCS ¢ HUM? — JIUI[0 CTAPHUKa U3MEHHUJIOCh.

OH marHyn Buepén, cxBaTun pyky Hopa u 3akaTain pykaB. Hopa ¢ HemoymeHueM HaOmogasn 3a ero
NEeNCTBUSIMU, HO IIPEXKJe YeM CTapPHUK YCIIeJI OCMOTPETh APYTYIO PYKY, PUIIC KPHIIIOM OTTOJIKHYJI €TO0.

«Yb6epu pyku!» — 0oH 3apbiya.



— Qunc! — Hop3 mocnenHo cXBaTUI ero 3a XBOoCT. — He {emnmay rimynocTen.

— He xBaTau gpakoHa 3a XBOCT! — npexpe yeM Oujc yCresa oTpearupoBaTh, CTApPUK IIE€PBEIM CTPOTO
npepynpenun Hops. — O9To mpoBoKalus, ¥ €C/IU Thl HE X04elllb CpaXkaThCsl C HUM, HUKOTa He Tporau
€ro XBOCT!

— IIpoctute, — HOp3 TYT K€ OTIYCTHUII XBOCT.

®urc OB IBHO HEMOBOJIEH, Oypua:

«IloueMmy THI cnyiiaels ero? f TBOM X034uH!»

— 4 He xo04y, 4TOOHI THI MeHS 30U, — pobopmoTtan Hopa, rnsigsa Ha MompocCInero ApakoHa 1
YYBCTBYS, YTO Apaka OymeT yTOMUTEIbHOM.

«Ecmu ThI He Oy[ielib CITyIIAThCS, 1 BCE paBHO HaKaxy Tebs!» — 3asBun duic.

[Ipexpne yueM QuC ycren IPOLOIXKUTE CBOM YIPO3bI, CTPAHHBIM Maru4eCKuil my3spb BHE3AIHO
TIOSIBUJICSL B BO3MyXe, 00e3IBUXKUB OpaKoHa. Yke mofgpocinuit ®uic SpocTHO OUIT KPLUTbAMU U
XBOCTOM II0 TOHKOMY 6apbepy, HO IIy3EIPh OCTABAJICS HETIOKOIeOUMbIM.

— ®@unc! — Hop»s B yXace o0epHyJCca K cTapuky. — Cap, 3a4eM BH 3TO cAenanu? Pa3se He BH
XOTeJIU YBULETH €ro?

— [Ila, HO TOIBKO €CTIH OH He NMpUUYUHSET Te0e Bpefla, — CEPLE3HO OTBETHUJI CTAPUK, IPOTSHYB PYKY.
— Temeps, AUTS, TONONAM, TOKAXKU MHE CBOIO PYKY.

Hops Bcé emé 6ecrmokounsicst 3a ®uica, HO CTApPUK IIPEPBaA ero:

— He BOHHYfICH, s JIUIIb 06e3JIBI/I}KI/IJ'I ero. ITo He YIrpoZXKaeT €ro 2KU3HHU, 1 OH HE HAaCTOJIBKO XPYIIKO€e
CyaieCTBO.
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