}O3 Jlao oyeHsb rpycTHO.

9T0 ero 28-1 mpoBas B Ka4eCTBe CBaxM.

OH cupen Ha 3eMJie CO CBOeil Upe3MepHO ATMHHOM Oesoit 60pomoi, CBepHYTOH y ero HoTr. OH 3aKphI
JIUII0 pyKaMu U CHOBa yTelnun cebsi: “Heymaya — mMaTh ycnexa.”

Xopoum# gpyr 03 Jlao, Bor LIBeToB, Iprces psafgoM C HUM, CIpalluBasL:

— Yro cnyuunocs? —bor 1IBeToB Obls1 6€CCMEPTHEIM, OH OTBEeYaJsl 3a KU3Hb U CMEPTH IIBETOB B
YeJI0BeYEeCKOM MHUpE.

— HMMnepaTopy CIUIIKOM TPYLHO YrOguTh! — cepnuTo ckasan KOs Jlao, — A mogorsan atou
JINYHOCTH C KaMeHHBIM JIMIIOM, 28 IIOTeHIIMaJIbHEIX HEBECT, HO HU OJHAa M3 HUX He BhI3Bajia ero
nHTepeca. bomee TOro, 9TH XKEHIMHB Pa30pPBaiy OTHOILIEHUS C HUM CaMU B Te4eHue Mecsia. Ecnu
9TO CTaHEeT U3BECTHO, TO OH HaBEpPHSKa UCIOPTUT MOIO PEIMyTallnio.

(KO3 Jlao - cTapell, OTBeYAIOIIKY 3a CBA3BIBAHUE ITap KPACHOW HUTHIO CYyABLOLL. Tak 4TO peyb MOXKET
UITH He TOJIBKO 00 STUX HUTIX, HO ¥ 00 OTHOIIEHUSIX.)

— HMMnepaTop - ropabli YenoBekK. [[J1s Hero HOpMajbHO CMOTPETh CBBICOKA Ha 3THX HAJIOXKHMUIL U
KypPTH3aHOK.

}O03 Jlao mocMmoTpern Ha gpyra, Kak Ha UHOIJIaHETSHUHA:

— Borpimoit 6pat, ceituac 21 Bek. ['oBopu cMernee. YTO TH TaKOM NeJaHTUYHBINA?

Bor LIBeToB HEOPEKHO B3MAxXHYI PYKOH, ¥ HapPIKCCH B Ba3e Ha CTOJIe BHE3aIlHO PaCIlBeNH.

— 4 He pa30uparloCh, KakK 3TO cerlyac Ha3blBaeTcs. B mo6oM ciydae, s CKOPO Yy Ha MeHCHIO.

Bory LIBeToB yKe Gojiee THICSUM JIET, M ¥ HETO UMEJICS ChIH, KOTOPOMY TOJIBKO 4TO HCIOIHUIOCH 300
neT. Bor 1BeTOB roTOBUJICA IIepefaTh eMy CBOe MeCTO.

103 JIao cunbHO II03aBU0BAI:

— 310 X0opoiio, UMeTh CbIHa OEeHCTBUTEIHHO X0opomio.



— Ecnu THI XXKeHUIIbCS U 3aBefelIb IeTe, y Te0s, eCTeCTBeHHO, OyIeT HaClIeTHUK.

— B Hamm gHU o4eHb MOOHO OBITH OOUHOKHUM. H - 3aBUOHEIN XOJIOCTSK, IOHATHO? — KO3 Jlao BcTall.
— INloximeM-Ka, TITHEM Ha TBOET'O ChIHA.

B rnma3zax KOs JIao cuiH bora LIBeTOB BRITIIIAEIT CJIOBHO IIBETOK.

OrnHo coBo: TIpekpaceH.

IIBa cnoBa: OH mpeKpaceH.

TpI/I cmoBa: OH PEOKOCTHO IIPEeKpPacCeH.

YeTripe crmoBa: OH IMpekKpaceH, Kak HepHur.

O3 JTao KPYZXKHUII BOKPYT, IPUIIETIKABAsA A3bIKOM ¥ BOCXUIIEHHO B30bIXA,

— Crapsiii 1IBeTOK, TBOSI BHEIITHOCTh JOCTAaTOYHO HEB3payHas, HO B KOI'0 TBOX CBHIH TaK XOPOIIIO
BRITTIAOUT?”

Mnapmmmm#i Bor LIBeTOB ClagKo yIbIOHYIICS:

— B pmemgymky O3 Jlao.

— Bbynp ymHuneu. He Ha3eiBaul MeHd [lenyiikoii, Ha3eiBaul KpeCTHEIM.

Mnapgmmui Bor 1IBeToB:

— ... [IpuBet, KpecTHEI.

Mnapmui Bor lIBeToB He noxoxnun Ha Ctaporo bora LBeToB. OH IpoYesl MHOXKECTBO KHUT, ¥ K TOMY
JKe CTHUIb eT0 peur OB BIIOJTHE COBPEMEHHEIM.

— OtnmuyHo, — O3 Jlao nmormapun emy ronosy. — [laBay, maBau, gaBau. [lorosopu ¢ KpecTHbIM. ECTb
7 HpaBsiumecs Tebe IeBYIIKNA?



— KpecTHBIH, TH ITOX0XK Ha OOHOTO U3 Maduo3u, KOTOPHIE MOKYIAIOT ¥ MMPOJA0T, UCIIOJb3Ys
IPUHYKOEHUE.

FO3 JTao otocnan crapiiero bora LIBeToB mpuroToBUTh Yall ¥ ycagui Miuaaiiero bora 1lBeToB psagom
¢ coboi:

— ¥V meHs HeT BeIOOpa. B Hamm gHYU BCe €710 B pacpocTpaHeHuu cBoOombl Opaka. KpectHoMmy
HeJerko paboTaTh. 1 He TOJIBKO OTBeYAl0 3a CBATOBCTBO, S €Ile U MOJIXKEeH MOMOYb UM BCTPETUThCS
cny4aitHo. 1 MpoCcTo yCTaw 00 CMEepPTH.

Mnapwmuii bor LIBeTOB yBHE, UTO €ro OTel yIIe Iofasblie, U CIIPOCUT:

— T5I cKa3aJ, 4TO B MPOIUIEIK pa3 momoran MnepaTopy HaluTHA HEBECTY. YOanocCh?

— [Ipeycnen, B xony! — nuno K03 Jlao BcubixHyno. — f coernan gBafglaTh BOCEMb IOIBITOK, HO 3TU
IeBYIIKY B UTOTe axe He BUpenu nuiia Vimneparopa.

— Kak ke Tak Imomy4usoch?

— HekoTopele mymanu, 4To ObITh JeBUIEN YK€ JOCTaTOYHO, ¥ OTKA3bIBAIUCh YHUKATHCS, YTOOBI
IIOCETUTD U OTHATh AaHb yBaxkeHUs. [[pyrue, mogoOHbie 3Toii [Ipunnecce CeBepHoro Mops,
IBITAJICh HaBeCTUTh VMIepaTopa, HO ABEPH 3axXJIONHYNIAch ¥ HUX nepen HocoM. — KOs Jlao coenan
yopy4yeHHoe nuiio — He 6epu npumep ¢ MimmepaTtopa, a TO Thl He MTONYUYUIb XKEHY, U Yepe3 THICAUY
JIeT, IO9TOMY S M He CMOTY IIOJIyYUTh CBOU TOHOPAp 3a CBATOBCTRBO.

— O, — xkuBHyn Mnagmui bor LiBeToB, — 3HauuT, KpecTHEIN coOupaeTcs nonpodoBaTh B JBAAIATh
IEeBATHIN pa3?

— Byny. — B3rnsauyn Ha Hero 103 Jlao, — [ToueMy T BOpyT cupocun o6 sToM? Y Te6s ecTh
Ipeanoxenue?

— M-m-M, — mnagmuit Bor 1IBeToB yka3an Ha ce0s.

O6e 6poBu F03 Jlao oT ynuBNeHUs IOTHSIINCH BBEPX.

— IMToueMy TaKO¥ MOJIOHOM YeJIOBeK, Bpome Te0s1, BOPYT X04eT OBITh reem?!

O3 JIao 3Han o resx.



Ho KO3 Jlao Bo3paxan npotuB Miapaiuiero bora LIBeToB, KeJaBIIero ObITL TEEM.

— TBoii otel] oTopBeT Tebe TOJIOBY, €CIU Y3HAET, YTO THl TOJIHKO YTO CKa3ajl, — TUXO IIPeayIpeaus
ero KOs Jlao. Bor LiBeToB OBIII 0YEeHB, OYEHb TPATUIIMOHHEIM Ye10BeKoM. — Bonee Toro, iMmmepartop
CTaplile TBOEro oTiia 6ojiee YeM Ha THICSAUY JIET.

— Ho umnepaTtop Tak Kpacus!

— Kakasi-Takas ete kpacorta? — I3 Jlao HeOpexKHO gocTas u3 KapMaHa KHUry [JbeccepmedHbii
[Tpe3upent Cobnasuun Mnapamyio Cectpy. — Pa3Be OH He ITOX0XK Ha 3TUX TUIEMEPHHIX,
IIPETEeHIINO3HBIX, PABHOAYIITHEIX ¥ 0€3KaJI0CTHRIX TUIIOB B TJIa3aX MOJIOIBIX JTIOOEn?

— Hert. Kpome Toro, MmnepaTop ynusutesieH. OH BeNlUK B 00€BBEIX HCKYCCTBAaX, U 3a HUM He U3BECTHO
JUYHBIX CKAHMA/IOB, OH IepXKUT ceOs 1emoMyaperHo. OH MHE 0YeHb ITOJXOIHUT.

— Kaxo# pok 0T 60eBbIX UCKYCCTB? OOIIECTBO TEIEPh YIIPABISETCS 3aKOHOM, U MUP UMEET
IIepBOCTeNeHHoe 3HayeHue, — F03 Jlao mocrtan u3-3a ma3yxu ellje OgHy KHUTY: «HeusBecTHEIE
Jlio6oBHEIE [ena MmnepaTopa». — YTo TaM KacaeTcs nenoMyapus? 4 Tak He AyMaio.

— Ilomoxpu! — 3akpuyan miaaamuy bor LIBeToB, — KpeCTHEIN, TH AEUCTBUTEJILHO YU TaEIllb
nomo6Hble KHUTH! S BCeM pacCKaxy.

FO3 Jlao GBICTPO BCE CIpSITall.

— B moboMm cnyyae, 51 He corjaceH. 4 He Gyay Bac JBOUX CBATaTk.

— O? — Mnagmmui bor IIBetoB cxBaTtun K03 Jlao 3a 60poay u CUIIBHO OepHYI. — A ceruac?

Ot 60mu KOs JIao 3akpuyan:

— Marnenbskui TupaH!

— l'oBopu MeHbIIIe TynocTel. Thl coOUpaeIbes fenaTh 3TO UK HET?

— 4 cmenaro 3TO, S CHenaw 3To, A CHaesar 3To!

Mnapmui Bor LIBeTOB OIIyCTHUII CBOIO PYKY.

— IloToponuck u coenait obemtanHoe. S 6yny HaOmogaTh, KakK Thl TSHEIIb 3a KPACHYIO HUTb.



FO3 JIao mposen cBaToBCTBO. OH Hamen Miafmero LiBeTtounoro Bora u MiMnepatopa U NpOTAHYT
KPACHYI0 HUTh MEXAY ABYMS JTIOIbMHU.

— IoBonen?

Mnapmu#t Bor 1{BeToB KOCHYJICS Tog60ponKa, IMsaAs Ha uMs MiMrepaTopa C BCIBIXHYBIIUM
B3TJISIIOM.

— WmMmnepaTop Moi.

[Tepeson Ledi Grim
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