[Tocne yKacCHO ITOTOHY, efiBa HOOPABIIKMCH A0 JIECTHUIEI, TE€H JIETKO BCIPHITHYI U B300pascs Ha
nepuia. Temo OBICTPO CKOIB3UI0 BHU3. Korma B MrHOBEHHE CIIYCTUIICS Ha IIOJIOBUHY JIECTHHIIHI,
KOHeII IePuJI, U30THYTHIX, KaK J103a, 3aKpYTUICS: Appp. [Ipexkae ueM mpeBpaTUTLCS B PyJIeT-
COHIBHUY, CIIPHITHYJ Ha JIECTHUITY, ¥ TOTHA IIepuia 3a0CTPUIIN KOHEeIl ¥ CTajId KOJIOTh, KaK IIUJI0: ThIK-
THIK.

CnoBHO IOJIBEPrCsl HallafleHUI0 TUTaHTCKOW 3Meu. TeH npurubars rojioBy, BbIBOpAuUBall IJIeyH,
IIPBITAJT Ha OOHOM HOTe, C TPYZOM YKJIOHSACh. JIeCTHHUIIA, pa3fen€éHHas Ha YacThle CTYIeHH, -
OTTaCHOEe MEeCTO, Tfie TTPU MaJieHIel ommbKe MOKHO CKaTUThCST KYBHIPKOM. BEIT Tak 3aHST TEM,
yTOOBI HE YIIaCTh M YBEPHYTHCS, YTO CIYCTUTHCS HUKAK He MOJIy4asock. EgBa otopBancs. Tak meno
OOMIET MO TOr0, YTO CHOBA HATOHAT C3a/IH.

B KoH1ie KOHIIOB TeH MpeKpaTuil YKIOHSAThCS. [TocMOTpesn mpsiMo Ha Mepuia, SPOCTHO HeCyIuecs,
KaK 3Mesl, OXOTsAIasicsa Ha fob6eruy. Korga ocTpasi, Kak urjia, OKOHEYHOCTb TPUOIN3UIach BILJIOTHYIO,
TeH OBEPHYJI T'OJIOBY U YBEPHYJICS C MUHUMAaJIbHEIM 3a30poM. KoHell mepus, He YCIeBUINH
3aMeqJINThCS, BOH3UJICA B CTeHY. TeH, ymepxkuBas peOEHKa OJHOM PYKOM, APYroi CXBATUIICS 3a
OCHOBaHUeE MEePUJT ¥ B OOUH MUT B306pasics. bexka Mo TOHKUM Y3KUM ITepuiiaM, CJIOBHO 10 POBHOM
TIOBEPXHOCTH, 6e3 Maseiien IpoxXKH, a KOrja IMyTh 3aKOHYUJICS, JIETKO IIPU3eMInuiIcs. Tak cMor
BEPHYTHCS B XOJUI IIEPBOT0 3Taxa, KOTOPOTO TaK XKaxXmaall.

[TepeBopns y4aléHHOe ObIXaHUe, TeH mepecék MPOCTOPHLIH X0, Korga pacciaOut CUITH B
IpenebHO HAMPSIXKEHHOM Tejle, peOEHOK 3aleBenuics. Kpemkuit B3POCblil MyKUYKMHa BCE BPpeMst
HEC, CXKUMasl U30 BCeX CHUJI, TaK 4YTO, HOJIZKHO OBITh, ObIIIO 04eHb TecHO. Hamo u3BuHUTHCS. KOHEYHO,
TI0CJIE TOTO, KaK BEIUIEM HAPYXKY U OKaxkeMcsi B 0e30MacHOCTH.

OTrpOMHEBIN XOJIJT C OTKPHITEIM ITOTOJIKOM [I0 BEPXHUX 3TaxKel. TeH TOJIKHYII Ij1e4oM O0IbIIyI0
BXOOHYIO IBEPb, 3aHMMAaBIIYI0 BCIO PPOHTAIBHYIO YaCTh X0J1a. TO JIU OT UHTEHCUBHBIX ABUXKEHUH [0
aroro? Oxepesbe, CIPSATaHHOE O[T OfIeXK0M, BRICKOJIL3UIIO0 HapyXKy U 6onTanock. Cephle ria3a
pe0OEHKa IPOH3UTEIHbHO YCTABUIUCh Ha 0XKEPETIbe.

CkBO3b IIeJTb CIerKa OTKPHIBIIENCS IBePH BOPBaJICS XOJOAHLIM BeTep. KpoBh 110 BceMy Tenny Ounach
TakK SPOCTHO, CJIOBHO I0TOBa OblJIa IPOPBAaTh y3KKUe COCyArl. OXOTHO HaclaXkaasiCh HEUCTOBBIM
OuenneM ceppua, TeH pacnaxHys ABepb. B X/IbIHYBIIEM CBeTe pedIeKTOPHO 3aKPHIIUCH Iilasa.
[TpuIypuBIIKCEH, IEpeXBaThIBas MoynobHee pebEHKa - JIEASHOTO B IPOTUBOBEC €T'0 COOCTBEHHOMY
pa3ropsYeHHOMY Teny - TeH BHe3allHO 0CO3Hall.

Y sToro pe6énka He OLETCS cepplie.

— I'ppp....

PacnaxnyTas HacTeXb ABephb. Hag HUMU, TPEOOONIEBIIMMU TPYAHBIN IIyTh U HAKOHEL] BHILIEAIINMU
HapyXKy, OIIyCTUIaCh I'yCTas ThMa. M 3710BeIni TOPTaHHBIM 3BYK.

TeH ¢ TpynoM NOBEPHYJI OKOYEHEBIIYIO 110 U TOOHS IoJIoBy. OCTpEIE, KaK KPIOKU, KOI'TH.
KoneunocTu ¢ yrpoxallle BEICTYNAMUMYA MYCKyIaMu. [[TMHHBIN OCTPHIY XBOCT U IIepeloHYaThe
KPBUIBSA. JIUI0 - HETIOHATHO, YeJI0BeYECKOE MU IITUYbE.

Toprynbsi. [Oprymbst CTONb OTPOMHAS, YTO MOTJIa Pa3aBUTh €70 BMECTE C KOCTSIMU OOHOU JIUIIb
cuyoit 06eux pyk.

Toprynes u3 cepo-0ey1oro KaMHs IarHyia Buepén. Korga 601b110e MacCUBHOE TEJI0 IBUHYIIOCK,
TIOKPHITHIN CHET'OM IT0JT TPOBAIMIICS, @ He00 U 3eMJIsT CONPOTHYTHUCh. BUBepHEI, TPUGOHH U TPOYHe
KpHIJTaThle MOHCTPEI Kpykuiu B He6e. CECTPHI-CUPEHHI TTe/TH MecHI0. MpavHylo, yTPIOMYIO0, CTOJTb



Ie4YaJIbHYIO, YTO XOTEJIOCh BBIPE3aTh YIIIN. Onu nenu ITOXOPOHHYIO IIECHB, a I''IaBHBIM I'eépoeM OBII OH
CaM.

WHCTHHKTUBHO MOMSITHICA. OOHAKO €33y HEUTO C HOXKAMM IMPUOIIHNKAJIOCH, OCTABIISS JIUIIb TeHb, U
SIIIIEPHUIIBI, TPUTBOPSIBIINECS IOOCBEYHUKAMHU, U BOUHH C penbedoB Ha moToNke. Bee cxxumanu TeHa
crepenu u c3angu. Hekyna Obimo 6exkaTs.

TCoprynbs pasuHysa MacTh ¥ TPOMKO B3peBesia. 3a ero KPhIIbIMU OUeHb MaJIeHbKUM BUOHETICS
3aMOK, TIOKPHITHIM CHETOM ¥ JIbaoM. Cpeiu TOJIIEl KAMEHHBIX MOHCTPOB. TeH BCIIOMHUII KOMHATY,
TIOJIHYIO TIOPTPETOB.

3HAYUT, 3TO 3aMOK Yy[JOBUILI.
MecrTo, roe xkusa uMmneparpulia Capa.

Ten o6xBaTun pe6€Hka o0euMu pykamu. 2KecT, B KOTOPOM YyBCTBOBaJIaCh TBEPAs BOJIS -
00513aTeIbHO 3AIIUTUTH XOTS OBl 3TOT0 pe0€HKa. PEOEHOK, IPUXKATHIY K KPEIIKOU I'PYAU, TUXO
B3[IOXHYIL.

— ...XBaTur.

3BYK THUIlIe [IBIXaHUS YTOHYJ B BETPE U He JOHECCA maxe 1m0 TeHa. [oprysbs 3apeiyaia U MIarHyla
emé pas. Crepenu yrpoxaj KaMeHHBIM MOHCTP, a C3a[if I10 0Ty CKpebiio KaMeHHoe opyxkue. TeH
00BHUJI OIHY PYKY IZlaMeHeM. B Hanps:KEHHOM IPOTUBOCTOSHUY. [1pu Marneiiien omubke Moria
pa3pa3uThcs MacinTabHas OUTBa.

Korpga onacHo HeycToluuBasi aTMocdepa Oblyia TOTOBa B30pBaThCs. PeOEHOK cKa3ai 6osee
OTYETIUBO U SICHO:

— XBaTHT.

bpsk, rpox! Meuu 1 opyXue pyxHyIu Ha oj. ['oprynesa pacmnacrtanach Hull,. HeT, pyxHyna.
MOoHCTpEI, JIeTaBIINe B HeOe, pa30M IIOCHITAINCh BHU3, @ Ha KaMEeHHBIX TeJlaX MO TPELIUHEL: TPPpP.
CnoBHO n3MeHMIacCh rpaBUTAlIMs, BCE Mafialo ¥ UCKaXkKaocCh.

Cpenu aToit aHoManuu TeH oguH Ob1 cBoOOfeH. Ho o6neryenus: He Io4yBCTBOBa. TeH,
HaNPSKEHHBIN KaK HUKOTOA B XKU3HH, ITIOCMOTPEJT BHU3 Ha Pe0OEHKA, KOTOPHIM, BEPOSITHO, U OBLIT
BUHOBHHUKOM 3TOT'0 CTPAHHOTO SBJIEHUS.

— Heyxenu...

CkBO3b I'y0OBI, He CKphIBaBIINE PACTEPSIHHOCTH, BEIJIETENIO CIIOBO. [lemenbHEIe Tla3a 3afepXKalluch Ha
nuie TeHa. [I0BOJIBHO OOJNTO.

— BecrnokouThCsI, YTO 3aMEP3HYT HOTU BeNnuKoro nMiepaTopa CypOBBIX X0JIOHOB, — THI
eOUHCTBEHHLIH.

BecdhopMeHnHas cuna, naBuBIIas Ha aTMocdepy, oTcTynuma. Y Bcé ke BeCh MUD UCIIYTaHHO 3aTaul
nrixanue. TeH oKkaMeHesl TeJIOM U AyIIou. BenuKuii mMIiepaTop CYyPOBHIX X0JIOOB? ITOT peOEHOK Ha
MOUX pyKax?

— YTo mesnaenib?

B TumvHe, Te CTUX fAaXe BeTep. EquHCTBeHHBINM 0€3MATeKHbIM roI0c 1mo3Ba TeHa. XpynKui



OEeTCKUM ToJioc OBIJT CTOJIb CYXHUM, YTO HEBO3MOKHO OBIJIO ITOYYBCTBOBATh HUKAKUX 9MOLUH, HO TeHy
OH ITOKa3aJcsd UHBIM. HeyxXenu TOMbKO ceryac ucnyrancsa? He cnuimkom mu mo3pgHo? CII0BHO
HacMeXasiCh.

TeH, KaK UOKUOT, 3alIMHASICh, OTKPHI POT:

— Bame... Benu-4ecTBo?

— Ia.

— IIpocTuTe, HO mercTBUTENbHO Baimie BenuuyecTso...
— Ia. d BanneHIITanH.

Brnappika Bombl ¥ haa. X03SWH 3eMJIKM BeUHOU 3uMH BaneHca. OquH u3 YeThIPEX BAAILIK CTUXUM U
KOPOJIb KOPOJIeH, IpaBsIIdi BCEMU AyXaMU BOALL. Benukui umMnepaTop CypOBHIX X0JI00B, KOTOPOTO
00saTCS BCe XKuTenu BaneHca....

[TocToiiTe, peOEHOK?
— Ha kyx#H10 He noipeM?

4 ronopen. [Job6aBneHHas ¢ppa3a gaxe 3Bydasia HEBUHHO. TeH IMOBEPHYJICS BHYTPb 3aMKa. HeuTo,
YPOHUBIIIEE KYyXOHHBIN HOXK ¥ CKOPYMBILIEECs Ha IOy, Apoxkano. dopMa mo-npexHeMy Oblia
HeBuprMa. OgHAKO TEHb Ha II0JTy MEJIKO ApoKaja, TaK YTO MOXKHO OBIJIO IPUMEPHO J0TafaThCS.

— He-HemeneHHO IPUTOTOBIIIO eay!

[ToBap, OT KOTOPOTO OCTaIacCh JIUIIh T€Hb, HEYKIIIOXKE MOMHSIICS, TIOUTH IT0JI3KOM. TeH, TIOJTHOCTEIO
COTlepeKUBABIINYI YYBCTBAM TOTO, KTO y6exkaJj IIpPoYb K KyXHe, HAPOYHO MEeJIeHHO MOCIIeIoBal 3a
HUM. PeOEHOK Ha pyKaX, 0 KOTOPOM He AyMaJll, HeCMOTPS Ha Bce OeCIopsaKU, HeOKUAaHHO
OLIYTHUJICS TSKECTh0. [0 HEMOTBEMHOCTH.

[Tpups Ha KyXHIO, YCIIbIIIANI CTOHBEL U 00€CIIOKOEHHBIE CJIOBa: UTO fieiaTh, Kak ObITh? TeH, mpoias
MHMO TIO[CTAaBKH, HAIIEN noBapa. KapTodenb, MOPKOBD, IYK U IPOYKe TPOTYKTH XKIaIu CBOEH
ouepenu Ha pa3menoyHoM cToiie. Ho HOX He Gpasncs. [ToToMy 4TO BCE 3aMEP3IIO.

— ITomoub Bam?
— Ja-ma-pa?!
— He MoxkeTe rOTOBUTH U3-3a TOTO, YTO BCE 3aMEP3JI0, HE TaK JIU? {1 MOTY TOMOYb.

[TompocuB pa3pelleHus U OMyCcTUB peOEHKa... BameHmTaliHa Ha IIyCTOM pa3feNioyHbN cToM, TeH
Cpa3y HallpaBuJCcs K moBapy. CTOUJIO OTOUTH OT BanneHITaliHa ¥ TOBEPHYTHCSA CIIMHOU, KaK
BBIPBAJICS B3[I0X. BHYTpU IepyaTKU BEICTYIM XOJIOAHBIM IIOT Ha JTafOHHU.

Hy, xus.

YecTHO rOBOpS, HE BEPUIOCh. ITOT MaJIeHbKUM XPYIKUN peOEHOK - BeTuKuil uMIiepaTop CypOBhIX
xonopos. IllyTka gonkHa 3HaTh Mepy. He Gy[b TOro Beuyuusi, 4YTO CKUMaJIO CO BCeX CTOPOH, He
CKJIOHM MUP T'0JIOBHI, HUKOTHa Ol He moBepui. K Tomy ke y TeHa He OBLIIO YBEPEHHOCTH, YTO MOXKET
IPUTBOPSATHCS CIIOKOMHBIM ¥ HEBO3MYTUMEBIM, IepKa Ha pyKax Benukoro uMiepaTopa CypOBBIX
XOJIOZIOB, TIO3TOMY OH BEI3BAJICA IIOMOTaTh Ha KyxHe. HyHO OBLII0 BpeMs XOTh HEMHOTO IIPUBECTH



MBIC/IU B TTOPSAOK. TeH B3si7T KapTodesb U CTall pa3MOpPaKuBaTh.

— 4 OBI7T TOBAapOM 3TOTO 3aMKa.

HeBupuMebIii OH paccKa3biBall o cebe:

— Kpome atoro s Hu4ero He noMH10. Kak MeHs 3Banu. Kyga menochk MO€ Teno.

IBuxeHus B papTyke, pexyirue KapTodeb, onpeneeéHHo ObUIN YeloBedYecKuMu. Ho ot HUrfe
He OBLIO0.

Ten nonpo6oBar cierka MpoBecTH PyKou Ham papTyKoM, OOTSHYTHIM BOKPYT IYCTOTHL. [IyCcThIe
IaJIbIEl HY 3a YTO He 3allelMUIINCh. ITO He MMPOCTO HEBUIUMOCThL. HeuTo, 3TOT moBap, HeHCTBUTEILHO
He CYIIeCTBOBAJIO B peanbHOCTH. JIuiib oTOpackiBaeMasi Ha II0JI TeHb OCTaBJIsA/a CJel, CIIOBHO
€OUHCTBEHHOE CBUIETEIHCTBO UCYE3HYBIIEH IIIOTH.

— Bhista muis MBIC/IB, YTO HY2KHO TOTOBUTE. [10TOMYy YTO CerogH4....
[ToBap, cKa3aBIIK# "cerogHs", KOPOTKO IIPOCTOHAM:

— He momHuto. bena. Baxk#oe pmeno 6s110. [IoTOMYy 04€Hb CIIEIIHII.
He momHI0.

[ToBap, YHBIJIO IIPOTOBOPUBIINY, 3aM0T4as. TeH, MojT4a pa30rpeBaBIIIiii CKOBOPOAY, TOYYBCTBOBA
cebst cTpaHHO. [IoTOMY YTO HU pa3y He HUCII0Ib30Bal CHIY AKBUIIHI [JIS1 TAKUX OOBIIEHHBIX eJl. YBUOb
CoHs1, BO3MOXKHO, OTYHTasa Obl, YTO pacTpayMUBaeT TaJlaHT.

Bckope coBMeCTHBIH cyn noBapa U TeHa Obi1 TOTOB. TeH B35 TapesKy C CYIOM U I'TyO0KO BOOXHYIIL.
Bcé B mopsimke. 4 crpaBmiock. 3a0bITh M BenMKOro uMiepaTopa CypoBhIX X0JIOfIOB, ¥ BCe YKaCHEIE
VCTOPUH, CBSI3aHHEIE C HUM.

Cettyac mepeno MHOM TPOCTO OOBIYHEIN MaJleHbKUHN PEOEHOK.
— ITompobyete? I'opsyo.

B nepmstHOM 3uUMHEM 3aMKe Jaxke TOJIbKO YTO CBAPEHHHIN CYII OBICTPO OCTHIBAJI. TeH, IOCTOSHHO
TIOJIOTPeBasi TapeJKy, OMyCTUJICS Ha KOJIeHH, YTOOR 0Ka3aThCs Ha YPOBHE I'71a3 peOEHKa.

Pe6GéHOK, BanieHmTaiH, CMOTPeS Ha CYII C TOIHUMAIOIIMMCS IIapoM, CJIOBHO 3TO KaKOH-TO KpaiiHe
CTpaHHBIN mpeaMeT. Kazanock, oH coBceM He cobupaeTcs 6paTh, T03TOMY TeH caM B3SJT IOXKKY.
3a4epIiHyB CYII, TIOAYJ, OCTYAUII U TIOGHEC KO PTY.

—A...

Korga u3o6pasun "a", pe6eHok pedneKTopHo moBTOPuI. CKBO3b ClIerkKa IPUOTKPHIBIIKAECS T'yObl CYII
IIPOCKOIB3HYI BHYTPS. ['11a3a peGéHka okpyraunuck. Crmabast BuOpaIus MphkKKa Iepeaanach uepes
JIOXKKY.

Korpma yneiOHYBIINCE TIOIBITA/ICS 3a4€PIHYTH CYII CHOBA, pe0OEHOK BEIXBATHUII JIOXKKY. [Ioxoxe, He
IIOHPABUJIOCH NTOCIIYIIHO CUAETh C OTKPEITEIM PTOM, Kak NTeHly. OCTaBUB [103ai1 HETIOHATHOE
YyBCTBO coxasieHus, TeH mokopHo oTcTynun. Y Habmrogan, Kak pe0OEHOK MeJJIeHHO, HeJIOBKUMHU
IBUXKEHUSMHU €J1 CYII.



TeM BpeMeHeM TOBap 3aKOHYUII ITHUIEIb. TeH MPUHEC CTYN U ycaaun pebénka. [TocTaBuB nepeq
PeOEHKOM TapesiKy C LIHUIIeNIeM C TapHUPOM U3 KapTodeabHOro cajata, TeH B3sT CBOIO IOPIIHIO
cyma. B oTnuyume OT TOTO, YTO yCEPOHO MOAOrPeBas, YTOOB HAKOPMUThL PeOEHKA, eT0 0CTaBUIH 0e3
BHUMAHHS, TaK YTO OH XOJIOMHO OCTHII. HeT HUYero HeBKyCHEee XOJIOOHOr0 Cyma. TeH 6e3 BCIKUX
1epeMoHuit x1e6Hys. I'onox - ny4inas mpunpasa. ['0TOOHBIN XKeTyIoK PagoCTHO IIPUHSI U JTeITHON
CYII, ¥ BCE OCTaJIbHOE.

[Toka omycToIIIas Tapenky JA04YuCTa, TIOCTBIIIAICS HeTIPUSATHRIN CKPeXeT: CKpUuuIl. TeH yBuges.
Pe6énok, Bannenurraiid, Benukuii *MIepaTop CYpPOBBIX XOJIOOB C TPYOM CIIPABIISIICS C HOXKOM.

YyTb He paccMesinica. Ho ecnu ceiiuac 3acMesiThCs, TOJI0BY OTPeXKYT. TeH IPUIOKHUTI OTYasIHHEIE
ycunus, 4ToObl yep:KaTh MBIIIIEL JIUIa Ha MecTe. ['Ie B 3ToM 06/IMKe MOXKHO YBUAETH KECTOKOTO U
yXKacatouero Benukoro uMmneparopa CypoBhIX X0JI0H0B?

— Bamre BenuuectBo. Ecniu He OyoeT HEYYTHUBOCTHIO, HE COTJIACUTECH JTI 0OMEHSITHCS C MOUM?
Cnerka mpoTsATXBas CBOMU LIHUIENIb, Hape3aHHBIN YOOOHBIMY Kycoukamu, TeH no0aBut:

— 3aueM [iparoieHHoN 0co0e 3aHMMAThCS TAKUMU MeJIo4aMU U XJIomoTaMu? [loBephTe 3TO KOMY-TO
BPOJIe MEHS.

PeGEHOK, mox0Ke, Konebascs Mexkay TOPAOCThIO U MPAaKTUYHOCThI0. Cephle Ta3a Mo04YepETHO
CMOTpPENTH TO Ha CBOM GOJBINON KYyCOK, TO Ha aKKypaTHO Hape3aHHBI TeHoM. ITocnemoBao
TOMHUTEJIbHOE MOJTYaHue, Ho TeH TepmenuBo xkaaj. CIycTs MTHOBeHHE YIIPSIMO COMKHYTEIE
(buanKoBble TyOH MIEBEIbHYITHCH.

— 41 u caM BIIOJIHE MOTY CIIPABUTHCS, HO pa3pellalo, yUUTHIBas TBOE YCepOUe.
— Koneuno.

CHOBa IPUHSBILUCH pe3aTh 00MEHEHHBIH ITHULETh, TeH MPUKYCHUT BHYTPEHHIOIO CTOPOHY LIEKU M3-3a
YTOJIKOB T'y0, UTO BCE HOPOBUIIK MOTHATHCS. Hemb3st cMesiTbes. Kak HU KPyTH, 3TO Ke Benmukuit
MMIIepPaToOp CYPOBHIX XOJIOAOB. 3aCMEENILCS — YMPEIIh!

OO6pa3, BLICTPOEHHHIN Yepe3 pa3Hble IIpefaHusi, PyXHYI B OIHOYAChe, HO HU B KOEM CIIy4ae HeJb3s
IOKa3blBaTh BUAa. CogporasicCk OT pafOCTHOM MYKH, TeH ¢ TPyAOM CAepKHUBal CMeX [0 CaMOro KOHIa
Tpamessl.

Y6upas omycTeBImyio mocyny, TeH CHOBa IOTPY3UJICS B pa3myMbsi. B3sgTh Ha pyKu unu HeT. HemaBHO
BITOIIBIXaX CXBATHUJI CaM, HO BeIb OH SIBHO BRIpa3uI oTKa3. HaBepHoe, He CTOUT OpaTh Ha PYKH.

OpnHakKo TO JI U3-3a TOTO, YTO CJIMIIKOM MHOTO BHYyIIaN cebe: 0ObIUHbIN peOEHOK, OOBIYHEIN PEOEHOK.
To nu moTOMYy 4YTO IeNCTBUTEIBHO MTOKa3aJsl Mo-AeTCKU OecrioMoIHbIM BUf. [laxke ceivac, y3HaB €ro
MCTHHHYIO CYLUTHOCTH, TeH OeCIIOKOUIICS O MTOCHHEBIINX O0CHIX HOTaX.

— YTo genaenin?

[ToaToMy, Korfia peOEHOK ITEPBBIM 3aTOBOPHUIT:

— O6e1asn BCIO XKU3Hb CIYXKUThH MHE HOTaMU, TOMHUIIIE?
TeH TPOBOPHO MOOHSI MaJIeHbKOE TeI0 Ha PYKHU.

I paronenHas ocoba B ero 00bATHSAX KECTOM yKa3aja HanpasieHue. TeH nBunysncs. Tak, mpouins



IVIMHHBIA KOPUOOP U JOCTUTHYB XOJIJIa, BEIIUTK HAPYXKY U Iarajiy, U Iaraayd Mexay OKaMeHeBIITHX
Yy OOBHIIL.

— Barre BenmuectBo. BBl Tak ¥ OCTABUTE UX?

YKa3aB Ha 3aCTHIBIIUX CJIOBHO CTATYyX YYHOBHII, OH CIIPOCHII, HO peOEHOK PABHOMAYIIHO JaxKe HE
B3TJISTHYI.

— Camu pa3bepyTcs.
— Pa3Be oHUM He BEPHYTCS TOJIBKO C Balllero 1no3pojieHus, Bauie BenuyectBo?
— Her.

Konuuk nanbila peb6E€HKa yKa3al Ha CTapylo, CTOSBIIYIO B YIJIy YacoByo OalrHio. Beicokas OamHs
npuMepHo B 20 smne. Kpyrinwiii udepbiaT Ha BeplirHe OB pa30UT c3anH, K TOMY XkKe HeCKOJIBKO
1udp ucuesnu. CTPenKy 3aMEP3NTH U OCTAHOBUJIUCH, YTPATUB CBOIO M3HAYANIBHYIO QYHKIIUIO.
BykBanbHO ClIOMaHHas yacoBas OaliHs.

(ITpumeuaHue: 37ye - CTapuHHAS HEMeIIKas Mepa OJIuHH], 1 a7me = 66 cm)
— {1 He UX XO354HUH.
— Ho pa3Be HelaBHO OHU He IIOAYMHUIIACH BallleMy IprKa3y, Bame Benuyectso?

Boiinst BHYTpE Galiny, yBumen rpy0yio KUPIUYHYIO KJIafKy BHYTPEHHUX CTEH U MPauHYI0 BUHTOBYIO
JIECTHUILY.

— OHM OKOPHUIKCH aBTOpUTETY. He mocnemoBanu no6poBOJIBHO.

Ocgelras njaaMeHeM TEMHOe ITPOCTPAHCTBO 6e3 equHOTo Mpobiecka cBeTa, TeH B ouepeqHoi pa3
Bo30/Taromapuit cyas0y 3a TO, YTO CTAJl MaroM OTHs. KpyTast IeCTHHIIA, 10 KOTOPO# TPYTHO
TIOOHSATHCS U B ONUHOYKY, HO TeH JIETKO IBUTAJICS, JaXkKe Hecs Ha pyKax pe0EHKa. BEIHOCIMBOCTHIO
MOT II0XBaCTaThCs.

BBepx, BBepX, K eIré 6oyee BEICOKOMY MECTY. B KOHIIe JONTOH-00JIr0M JIECTHHUIIBI, YTO BUIACh
KpyraM#, CTOsi/Ia MOTPENaHHas nepeBsHHas aABepb. CTapasi, BeTXas OBEPh C apebe3kKalliuM 3aCOBOM.
[Tepen Helt peOEHOK MOMPOCHUIT OIIYCTUTD €T0.

— TwI - MOH HOTH.
Ckazsan pebEHOK.
— IomXkeH UATH TyAa, Ky[a HalpaBieHa Mos Boisi. I 6e3 Moero pa3pelleHus He MOXKeIlb YITH.

[IpoxagHble nenenbHbIe Ila3a IOCMOTPENIN Ha Hero CHu3y BBepX. CII0BHO T'OBOPS: Pa3Be He ThI
IIePBHIM 3TO CKa3zaj? Temeps mymMaTh 00 OTCTYIIJIEHUH - TO30HO. Tak, Ka3anoCh, TOBOPUIIH OHHU.

B03M0KHO, 3TOT MaJeHbKUY KOPOJIb AyMaJl, 4To TeH oTKaxkeTcs. TeH ob6gyMan ero TpeboBaHue.
OmpenenéHHO 3TO OBIJIO HEPA3yMHOe TpeOoBaHue U npuka3. OgHaKo,

— IloHsn.

W3HavanbHO Bpsig i ObII0 TPaBo 0TKa3a. Korga TeH KUBHYJ, peOEHOK MTOBEPHYIICS.



— Kaxpoe yTpo mpuxonu ciofia, K 9Toi aBepu. Hu B KoeM ciydae He BXOOU BHYTPh. Hu clnuimkom
PaHO, HU CJIUIITKOM II03THO.

[Tocne ogHOCTOPOHHUX TPeOOBaHUY pPeOEHOK BOILIEN B KOMHATY. [lepeq 3aXIONHYBIIENCS ABephio TeH
noyecarn meéky. He ngyman, uto Tak o6epHéTca. C caMoro Hayasa IOJy4YuI roJI0OBOJIOMHYIO 3aayy.

— Tak Korga ke MPUXOOUTH?

Hu cnuimrkoM paHo, HU CIIMIIKOM TTO3[HO - MTOAXOfsInee BpeMs. Takue HesICHbIE YKa3aHUsSI 00BIYHO
3aBUCEJIH OT MMPUXOTH BHIIMIECTOSNINX. [laXke eCiu MPUXOOUTh e3KeIHEeBHO B OOHO U TO 3Ke BpeMs, B
3aBHCHUMOCTH OT HAaCTPOEHUS B TOT JeHb MOXKHO MOIY4YUTh 00 moxBany, mubo HaroHsi. [Ipo6iema
pasBe 4YTO B TOM, YTO BeluKuil MMIepaTop CypPOBHLIX XOJIOMOB BMECTO HArOHss OTHOEJIUT I'OJIOBY OT
Tena.

Bombiras mpo6ieMa B TOM, YTO YyIPO3a COBEPILIEHHO He OIIYIaeTCsl peajbHOM. ['0J10BOM TOHUMAET,
YTO 3TOT PeOEHOK - BEeNMUKUY UMIIEpaTop CYPOBHIX XOIONOB, JKECTOKUM M CBUPEIIHIM ITpaBuTeb. Ho
Cepplie JUIIb KajleeT U COYyBCTBYET.

— IloueMy B TaKOM MeCTE...

3ayeM, ©Mes IMMPOKHM ¥ OTPOMHEIN 3aMOK, OH 00MTaeT UMEeHHO 30ech? CKBO3b IEePEKOIIeHHEIE ITeTH
IBEPHU COUMIICS X0yof. [JonKHO ObITh, X070qHO. Ha BeICOTE BeTep HaBepHSIKa AyeT cunbHee. Cyns 1o
COCTOSTHHUIO IBEPH, OT BeTpPa U X0Jiofa OHa Oecroies3Ha.

Benpb on koponb. MMnepaTop, Benukuit uMmneparop.

OTnuyaeTcs: OT YeJI0BeYECKUX KOPOJIeH 1 YeJI0BeYeCKUX IBOPSH. YeloBeUYeCKUu KOPOJIb IIPABUT
TOJIbKO JIIOObMU U ITOBEJIeBaeT TOJLKO TofbME. Ho KOponb OyxoB - uHOe feno. OT mpoxIagHoro
BETEPKA, YTOJNSIOIIET0 XKap B 3HOUHLIN IEHbB, [0 IIBETKA, PACIIYCTUBIIETOCS Y 0O0YMHEI, TITHIIH,
netsiel B Hebe. CyIecTBo, BIACTBYIOIIee HAfl BCEM KUBBHIM U HeXKUBHIM Ha 3TOH 3emiie. Jlomu -
JIUITh YaCTb OECYMCIIEHHBIX TOAIaHHEIX, KOTOPEIMU OHU ITPABST.

Takoit BeIMKHUI BIAaCTUTENb. TOT, KTO [OJIXKEH BOCCeaTh Ha CUSIOIIEM TPOHE U IPHHUMATh
TIOKJIOHEHWEe BCeX TBapeu mMupa. [TouemMy oOMTaeT B TAKOM yOOTOM M JKAJIKOM MecTe?

OTOT KpOIIEYHbIH peGEHOK.

TeH pacTpemnan Boock o6euMu pykaMu. He 3Hato. [laxke eciy eIlé mogyMaTh, OTBeTa He HaumeTcs.
Cmyckasich 10 JIecTHuUIlE, TeH MpoBepuI KoMIac B KapMaHe. CTpeJika Tepsijlach ¥ JIUIIE GIyxKaaa
TyZ[a-crona.

KcraTu, roe ke TOT pucylomui BoiIK? MoxeT, 3TOT KOMIac IoKaxeT? EfBa nmogyMain Tak, CTpesika
PE3KO0 ocTaHOBHUIach. OCTAHOBUIUCE U ITaru TeHa.

CTpernka B KOMIIace Hayasla ABUTAThCS. He CTUIITKOM Me[JIeHHO, He CIIMIIKOM OBICTpOo. MHOrma
OCTaHaBJIUBAJIACh WU CYETIIMBO Bpalaaach. B moboM ciydyae cTpenka IOCTOSTHHO IBUTANach 0e3
OCTaHOBKH. JTO OBIJI0 CTPAHHKIM. KOHEYHO, pa3 BOJIK, XKUBOU AyX. MOXKHO IOHSTE, YTO OH HE CUIUT
Ha MeCTe, a IBUTaeTcs, HO.

— Ecnu 011 0H OBLI HaieKko, He OBUrajicd OBl TaK 4acTo?

Kaxk Hu OBICTPO ABUTAMCS, 3TO HE IO0E3], a BCEro JIUIIh BOJIK. [IpeAmooKuM, BOJIK HAXOIUTCS B
Hoatie-Tunuane. [laxe ecnu Obl OH ITepeMelancs 0T OGHOTO Kpasi rpaHuIbl [ MHMaHa 1o Apyroro,



CTpeJKa IIPOCTO yKa3biBasia Obl Ha HoiiB, Ha for. YeM [masiblie Iiejib, TeM MEHbIe TBUTAeTCs CTPeIKa.
W3-3a orpaHUYEHUH 3aMKHYTOTO IIPOCTPAHCTBA, HA3EIBAEMOT0 KOMIIACOM.

C mpyro CTOPOHHI, eCyIy Iiejb 6JTM3K0, OHA YYBCTBUTEILHO pearupyeT Jaxe Ha Majelinee
nBuKeHue. Hampumep, mpeamnonokuM, BOJIK HaXOOUTCS MPSIMO epen TeHoM u mepeMecTHucs 3a
cruHy. CTpenKa, yKa3bIBaBIIas BIIePENd, cpady yKaxkeT Ha3ajl. MTHOBEHHO ITOBEPHETCS Ha MOIYKPYT.
Yewm GuzKe 11eJIb, TEM YYBCTBUTEIbHEE U OLICTPEE ABUIKETCS CTpesika. To ecTs,

— Bonk HaxomuTCsa O0OJIM30CTH.

OmHaKO OKPEeCTHOCTH 3aMKa OBIITM OTTOPOZKEHEI CJIOBHO CTEHOM MEeTeJbi0, KOTOPYI0 TeH MUCIbITal Ha
cebe. [IpupoaHbIe YCIIOBUS ¥ YYBCTBUTENIBHOCTh KOMITaca. Y4YuThiBas o0a (pakTopa, BEPOSITHOCTh
TOTO, YTO BOJIK HAXOOUTCS T'IIe-TO B 3TOM 3aMKe, Obljla BLICOKOM. XOTS 3aMOK, BKJTIOYAs caf, IUpe U
0oblile, YeM WHOM HeOOIbIION Topof,.

B mo6oM ciiy4ae BOJIK CyllecTBoBasl. He Tak, Kak TOBOPUIIM OKpYy2Kalolre, BKitodas COHIO, YTO
IIOTePsBIas pacCyfoK MaTh Heclia B3mop. KoMmac Ovin TOMYy TOKa3aTeabCTBOM.

WMy ibCUBHO CBEPHYJI C IIYTH ¥ BOLIEN B JIEASTHON 3aMOK, BCTPETHI BenKoro uMmepaTopa CypoBBIX
XOJIOTOB ¥ CTaJl Y€M-TO BPOZie eTo CIIyru. IIpoMeKyTOUHBIH [IPOIECC CTPAHHO 3alyTalICs, HO B UTOTe
ero BEIOOD ObLIT He Omnb0YeH.

Ho maxe ecnu 6bI 9T0 ORI HEBEPHEIN BEIOOD, pa3Be He ocTasics Obl 3meck? Takasi MBIC/Ib ITPHIIIA.
Ilaxxe ecyu OB BOJIKA 30eCh He OBIJIO.

Mor OBl IPOUTH MHMO TAKOTO?

[TocuHeBUINE CKPIOUEHHBIE PYKH U HOTH. ['yORI, 2KagHO II0Taole caMblil 00bIYHbM cyn. He3penas
PyKa, He criocobHas faxe gepKaTh HOX KakK CJIefyeT.

CnuimkoM MHOTO TOTO0, 4TO Opocasiock B Iyta3a, 4ToOs MoxKHO Obiio yiiTu. Y 6e3 Toro TeH cimab K
neTsiM. XOTsI 3HAJI, YTO BHEILHE JIUIIb PeOEHOK, a Ha ejie [AyX, ONETHI CIIOBHO B OPOHIO BO BCSIKUE
3JI0Bellue CIIyXH, IPOKUBIINY HECPAaBHUMO 00jiee MOJITKe TOfbl, Y4eM OH caM. ITOT 00JIUK YK
CNUIIKOM... HejapoM roBopsiT, 4TO 4esloBeK - BU3yaslbHOe CYIecTBO. 3HAHUS pa3yMa U 4yBCTBa
ceprua ObITH CITUIIKOM PAa3HOPOMIHEL.

Pa3MBIIIISIsS 0 TOM 0 CEM, BHIIIET U3 OAIIHU - OKPECTHOCTH IIOTPY3UNIUCh B CyMepKu. TyT B mose
3peHus TeHa 4TO-TO BOIIJIO.

— YT0 5T0?

OrpomHas 3aBeca, YKpallalias cuaee He00. ITo He Mneunsi [1yTs. To, YTO BUIEN BIEPBLIE,
BEPOSTHO....

— [lonsapHoe cusinue?

ABpopa, mro6uBIIas MOXBaNIThCS. OmeTas B IIaThe, COTKAHHOE U3 CBETA, OHA IopXaJia B TaHIlE, HO
OblTa CITUIIIKOM CaMOHafesiHHa. Pa3rHeBaHHBIN ITPABUTENb U3Mall YKa3 00 U3THaHUM, HO, He oOparras
BHUMAaHUs, OHa cOexkasa B He0O ¥ BCE TaK XKe INeroJIsiia IaaTheM, TaHuys. [IoIIpHoe CUsSHue -
TOBOPUIIH, 3TO CJIEM] CBETA, IPOJIUTHIN €€ TAHITYIOIIUM IIJIaThEM.

3penuiiie OBIJI0O HACTOIBKO IIPEKPACHHIM U YOUBUTENIHHBEIM, YTO MOXKHO OBIIIO ITOHSATH €€ YyBCTBA.
OpHOBpPEMEHHO COBEPIIEHHO He OIIyIlanach pealbHOCTh TOT0, UTO TOT, KTO U3THaN ABPOPY B 9TOU



HUCTOpHUHU, u pe6éHOK, TOJIBKO YTO HAaXOOUBIIHMCS B €T0 00BATHUSIX, - OOHO M TO 2Ke€ JIUIO. MG}KJIY
2KECTOKHM JIeJAHBbIM BIIQCTHUTEJIEM U3 CTpaHIHOfI CKAa3KHU U MAJIEHBKHM pe6éHKOM, YMeUlarnmuMCsa B
ero OG"bHTI/IHX, CyIieCTBOBaJla HEIIPpeOogoJInMad IMPOIacThk.

Hy CJ'IYXI/I HMEIOT OOBIKHOBEHHE IIpeyBeJInYnNBAThCA.

XoogHo, Tak X0mogHo. TeH, CKPeCcTUuB PYKM U €3Kach IJeYaMu, He BO3BPAIaiCs B KOMHATY, a CTOSII
1 M1000BaJsicsa 61ecTaImM 6aJ1oM HOUHOro Heba.

)%k

ManeHbK1Y KOPOJIb, OTKPHIB BETXYIO NEPEBIHHYIO ABEPh U BOUAS, CTYNII B 3HAKOMOE IIPOCTPAHCTBO.
Bcé, uTo 6051710Ch KOPOJIsi, 3aTauI0 ObIXaHUe U MPUITa0 Hull. IMs X0JIOGHOT0 MPOCTPAHCTBA, e
3aMEP3JI0 Haxe AbIXaHue, OblIo - u30msamus. OTpe3aHHass 0T MUPa, OCTAHOBUBIINASICS YacoBas OalrHs
HAIIOJIHSJIAaCh CMEPTONONO0HON TUIIHHOM.,

Tecnast kKoMHaTa Oblyta 6e3:xu3HeHHOU. He Ob1710 HU CTyIa, HU cToNMa. Cpeau xKayko pa3dpocaHHBIX
CTapHIX, BHIBETIINX UTPYIIEK CTOSIIA JIUIIb OOHA KPoBaTh. CyXuM B3TJISIIOM CKOJIB3HYJI IO
TIOJIIPHOMY CUSTHUIO, YKpalramomemMy He6o 3a pa30UTEIM 9aCOBBIM MEXaHU3MOM. MIMs 3aHaBECKHY,
pa3BeBamIIeics 3a 3agHel CTOPOHOM YacoB, OBIJIO - TIIETA.

Ha KoponeBCKOM KpoBaTH Ofesiio B3gsiManoch OyrpoM. MMst KpoBaTH - IyCTOTa, UMS ofesiia -
oguHO4YecTBO. KOposb yNErcs Ha MyCTOTY U YKPBIJICS ONUHOYECTBOM. Kora omuHO4YEeCTBO 0Ka3anoch
B PYKe KOPOJIsi, MPOSIBUINCH OUePTAHUS, JIeXKaBIINe B MMyCTOTe. ITO ObIJIa OCTIEUTEILHO IPeKpacHast
JKEHIIMHA, HO OT Heé He MCXOIUJI0O HUKAKOT'0 OINYIIeHUs XKHU3HU - XOJIOMHO 3aCTHIBIIAS B
IPUXKU3HEHHOM 00/rKe. Ms XKeHIIWHEBI, 3aCTHIBIIEH CJIOBHO B 3aCIIMPTOBAHHOM BHUE, - CMEPTL.

— XO0J/I0HO.

Koposnb 3apeiics B 00bsaTHSE cMePTH. OOHSTEIM CMEPTHIO, OH BCIIOMHMIT HAPYIIUTEIS, BOLIEIIETro B
3aMoK 6e3 paspelnenus. Hapymurens ObT 04eHb O0IbIIUM U TEMIEIM. CKOJTBKO pa3 XOTeNl YOUTh.
CrtpaHHBEIM 00pa30oM KaxK[blil pa3 3TO He yoaBanoch. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB TakK U He YOUII 10 KOHIIA.

Kopomnb mocTan To, 4To mpsTal B 00bITUSIX CMepTH. Po30Bast KoOH(eTa, 3aBEPHYTasI B TOHKYIO
00EPTKY.

Koponb cxkan KkoHdpeTy B pykKe. BcmoMHHMIOCH BpeMsi, KOT{la HapyIIUTEeNb HEC ero Ha PyKax, 0erom.
[Tynbc, MepemaBaBIIMiCS Yepe3 JTagoHb, TPUKATYIO K IMUPOKON IPYAM: TYK-TyK. [JaBHO HE BCTpeYarl
JKWBOE CYLIECTBO, IT0 KOTOPOMY TEUET Topsivyasi KpoBb. CuIkoM gaBHO? CTPaHHO, HEITPUBEIYHO,
HEJIOBKO.

Koponb BCIOMHMII YKpallleHue, BUCEBIIee Ha Iee HapymuTesns. OHO He OBIJI0 HE3HAKOMBIM. ITO
OBLII0 3HAKOMOE 03Kepelibe, KOTOPOE XPAaHUIIOCh U B €T'0 MaMSsITH.

— [Touemy OHO Tam OKa3anocs? M?

Kopornb copocun y cMepTy, HO CMepTh He MOrJjla faTh HUIKAKOT0 0TBeTa. KOposb ynércs B nensHble
00BsATHS cMePTH. 2KeHINMHa IT0 UMEHU CMEePTh 3aMEP3IKMHU T'Jla3aMi CMOTpPeJIa B IIyCTOM IIOTOJIOK.
CmepTs OBINIa HEBEIHOCKMO IIPEKpacHa, U €€ UIL0 0YeHb HAalIOMUHAJIO0 KpacaBHUIly C IOPTpeTa,
KOTOPHIM BUOET HAPYIIUTEb.

HecuacTHy0 XeHIuHy, uMmneparpuny Capy.
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