Mortofo# YeloBeK HAIIPOTHB ITOTPY3UJICS B MOTYaHHE, CJIOBHO MYYHTEIHHO IPHHUMAs PellleHre B
nyuie. CIycTsI OJITOe BPeMs OH PEINUICS U, CTUCHYB 3yObl, CKa3a:

— ¥V Tebst melCTBUTENILHO €CTh Ha MEHSI KOMIIpoMar... Ho... Ho ceiiyac Ha ceBepo-3alafie UayT
0XKEeCTOYEHHBIEe 00U, @ TH... THl 3aCTABJISIEIIbL MEHS [TePEeNUCHBATh BOMHY IPEBHUX OOTOB...
n300paxkaTh BapBapoB 3amagHoro Cs Kak MpenonpeneeéHHbx HebecaMu BiacTuTenedl CpeInHHBIX
3eMeJlb, U elll€ HaMeKaTb, YTO Halll umMnepaTop Benmukoit CyH 3aHSJ TPOH He 110 MpaBy, YOUB CBOUX
OpaTbeB... ITO... 3TO CIUIIKOM HEYMECTHO...

OH crenain nmay3y ¥ IPOJOJIKIII:

— Jaxe ecyu s Hamuiny, 60I0Ch, 9TO BEI30BET JIUIIh MPOKJISTHS, CKaXKYyT, YTO S TOHIOCH 3a IEIIEBOH
CJ1aBOM U Hecy uylIb. bosee Toro, Ta 4acTh 0 60prbe GpaTheB 3a TPOH, €CIIA OHA MTPUBIIEYET
BHUMAaHWE [BOPa, HaM 000MM OTPYOSIT TOJIOBHL. JTO... S HE IIOHUMA0, 3a4YeM BaM 3TO HYZKHO.

Bo XMBEIKHYJI, Ha ero CMyTJIOM JIille IPOCTyIuia Xaxya youictea. OH THEBHO CKa3all:

— [mymel, HEYOUBUTEIBHO, UTO TeOe HUKOTTA He CPaBHUTHCSA ¢ OTBEPKEHHBIM I'OPHBIM
OTILIENTLHUKOM. f mpemnonHéc Tebe Ha Omiofjeuke TaKylo IPeKpacHyio BO3MOXKHOCTh, HO TBOM TaJlaHT
COBEPIIEHHO HE COOTBETCTBYET €T0 CliaBe!

OH moMos4as, 3aTeM C Ipe3peHreM ITOCMOTPe Ha YUEHOTO U PO OJIKUI:

— 4 cmorpro, Bnactu Gonblie He cnensat 3a Cioit 'aHeM. [lojiaraio, OHY TOXKe AyMaloT, 4TO UxkaH
[ITanpyy youn KTo-To Apyrou. [oBopsaT, Ykaub Ykao u3 Ynpassl KalidriHa HaIlE€N TBOU CIIe[bl TaM,
rae Yxan [llansyy Opocusics B peKy, U ceryac [oIpallnBaeT Bcex B TBOel Kejbe. CKaxu, eclid B
TAKOM MOMEHT KTO-TO 3aCBHIETENIbCTBYET, UTO BuAes Te0s C HUM B TOT Beuep, KakK AyMaelllb, He
BBI30BET JIX TeOs 3TOT IPOHUILIATEIbHbIHM 3aIUTHUK YkKaHb B YpaBy KatidriHa [ CepbE3HOTO
pasrosopa?

YcnbiaB 9T0, YUEHBIN B TAHUKE 3a4poKall U, 00paliasich K 3TOMY BEHICOKOMY MYyXKYUHE
HEU3BECTHOTO IIPOMCXOXKIEHMS, CKa3aJl:

— He... He mOHOCU Ha MEHS, 3TO He 4... He S TOJIKHYJI eT0 B BOAY, S TPOCTO XOTEJT TPOCIeAUTh 3a
HUM, IIOCMOTPETH, YTO OH COOMPAETCS MieaTh, I XOTeJ CIIPOCUTH €ro, T0YeMy OH CMOT IIOTacThb BO
BHYTPEHHUE TI0KOHU, a He 5, I0UeMy ero ITIOBECTU BCEM HPABSTCS, a 5 BCerfa XyXe, OH... OH XKe
IIPOCTO HUIIUH CHIH MPOMABIIA JICTIEIIEK. ..

FOBOpH 9TO, OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI CyXOCTE B I'OPJIE€ W 3aMOJI4all. On TIIOBEPHYIJI T'OJIOBY U ITOCMOTPEIT Ha
MOJIOOYIO OEBYIIKY, KOTOPasa CUOENIa PSAOOM, dKKYPAaTHO O0eTad, HO C IIyCTEIMH I'JIa3dMHU:

— ...4 He Tonkan ero! IIpocTo OB KAKOW-TO T'OJIOC, TOJIOC MIPOIIeNTaa MHe Ha yXO...
Pazmancs xpunneiii u HU3KUU cMex bo:

— 9T0 OBINT TBOM T'0JIOC. {1 BCETO NMUIIb 03BYYHUII TO, UTO ThI XOTEJI CKa3aTh!

9TOT 3HAKOMEIH T'OJIOC MIPOrPeMeET B yIIaX Y4€HOro Kak rpoM. OH ¢ yKacoMm mocMoTpen Ha bo:

— 9to Th! TH 0OKOJIHOBAl MEHSI CBOMMM YapaMU M 3aCTaBUJ TOJNKHYTbH €T0, THI... 3aYEM THI 3TO
coemnan?!

bo camopmoBonbHO YCMEXHYIJICSA:



— 3aueM £ 9TO Cefia, Thl pa3Be elllé He MOHAN? AX, TJIyIblid YYEHbIH, TIynble XKUTeNu CpeguHHBIX
3eMeJib, moyemy Ovl TeOe He TIOYYUTHCS ¥ CBoero coOpaTa-yuéHnoro Yxkan Kausa? TBoM TalaHT, TBOU
ciocoOHOCTH He IeHATCs Oe3napHbIM npaButeneM CeBepHoit CyH, moueMy Obl He HAUTHU APYTOe
MecTO, YTOOHI peasu30BaTh CBOM aMOuIIKu? Mup Benuk, ecthb JIsio, ecth 3amagHoe Cs, cynbOa
Benukoi CyH yxKe npenpelneHa, 3aueM Tebe BelIaThCsl Ha 3TOM OOHOM fiepeBe?

OH BCTas ¥ mar 3a maroM Ipubau3uics K y4€HOMY B yIIIy:

— Cxkaxy Tebe npaBny, He 6ema. Most pamunus Enu, umsa — Enu YaHXYH, g U3 IIJIeMEHU TaHTYTOB, S
— MOHMHINH 3anagHoro Cs, 4TO Ha BaIlleM SI3hIKe XaHblleB 03HavaeT «HeOecHbl Benukuit [Tapes»!
Pa3Be st HesICHO BhIpa3uiics paHee? To, 4To g Benen Tebe HanucaTb, — 9TO HE HCKaXKeHUe, a
“CcTUHHAA uctopusi. C Tex Mop Kak XaHbI[b 3axBaTuMu CpeguHHBIE 3€MJIM, OHU Ha3bIBalOT BCE
mpoulIsle 00WHY CBOMMY BEJTMKUMHU CBepIIeHUusSMHU. Ho Kak 3Ta JI02Kb MOKeT 00MaHyTh HAaC, BOMHOB
13-3a 3aCTaBH?!

bo 6p0CI/IJ'I B3rJidn Ha CHOEBIIYIO PSAOOM OEBYIIKY. OHa He Oblna OIIeIOMIISIOIIeH KpaCaBI/ILIefI, HO €€
CBE2XKECTh U €eCTECTBEHHOCTE IIPUaaBalIn el 0co00e U3SIIEeCTBO.

Bombimras cmyrias pyka bo mpubmu3umiacs K Ieke OeBYIIKH, HO He KOCHYIach e€. Ero B3rmsg
IIOTEMHEJI, U OH CMEHUJI TOH:

— Xe-xe, OHa HallOMUHAeT MHE OJHOT'0 YeJI0BeKa...
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— l'ocymapCcTBEeHHBIM HACTABHUK, IPOIY Clofa, — B0 cupen HemoaBUXKHO, HO MTepefl ero ria3aMu
TIPOHOCUJIACH TPKUE KAPTUHBI U3 TTTyOUH ITaMsTH.

On IIPHUIIOZKUII HEMAJIO YCI/IJ'II/Ifl 1 HaKOHE€IT 3aBO€BaJl JOBEPHUE UMIIEpaTOpPa. OpHaX el HMIIEPaTop
IIPUTJIaCUIl €ro BO ABOPEII, YTOOBI ITOMOJTUTHCS 3a 300POBLE 00IbHOTO HaClIegHOTr O IIPpHUHIIA. OH 3Har,
4YTO €TI0 YaC CKOPO HaCTaHeT.

EBHYX IIPOBET ero K IMOKOSM HaCJIeOHOT0 IPHHIA. B0 3arisHyI B KOMHATY Yepe3 MOTyOTKPHITYIO
nBepb. Ha KpoBaTH, B OKPYXKEHHUH CITy2KaHOK U €BHYXOB, JIe3KaJl I0HOIIa C OJIeTHEIM JIUIIOM.

[TpocThie CMePTHBEIE, KOHEYHO, HE MOTJIM 9TOI'0 3aMETUTh, HO OH y2Ke OIIyIIaa B TPEX AYIIax 9TOr0
yesioBeka citaboe mrixaHue 00KeCTBEHHOTO ApakoHa. CTpaX, HEHABUCTh U TOJMKA BO3OYKIEHUS
MCKa3UIK ero nmuio. Celvyac OH HUYET0 He MOT chaenaTh. Ho omHaX /bl y HEro IMOSIBUTCS IIAaHC
OTOMCTHTb.

OH BOIIEN B KOMHATY, ¥ BCe 3aMETUJIH ero MosBeHue. [lepe 3TUM «T'0CyIapCTBEHHBIM
HaCTaBHUKOM», KOTOPEI OBl B (haBope v CriHa Heba 1 o6nagasn BeTMKOM MaruiyecKou CHUJIOH, 3TU
IIPOCThHIE 0OUTATEU OBOPIIA MOYTUTENTBHO CKITIOHUIY TOJIOBH.

Bo riny6oko B3mOXHYJI, OlLIyllasi Bce HeOOLYHbIE IBUKEHNS B KOMHaTe. BHe3amHo, y 110Jiora KpoBaTH,
CJIOBHO JTIOOOIBITHEIE 3BEPhKH, K HEMY OCTOPOXKHO MOTSIHYJIMCh KPOIIeUHBIE TOYKH 6eJI0oro CBeTa.

Bo Bocnpsin gyxoMm, HOBOJIBHEIM CBOEU IPENyCMOTPUTENbHOCTEI0. OH Tak U gyMan: UHIyH,
IepepokKaasiCh NECSITh pa3, He MOT He IIPUAyMaTh CIIoCc0o0 3aITUTUTh Ce0sl.

9TOT Oeblil CBET IBHO TOXKE HEC B cebe cuiy gpakoHa. YTo 3To Ovino, o He MOT cpa3y OlpefenuTs,
HO OH 3HaJl, YTO CBET XOTeJl IPOBEPUTD €T0, Y3HATh, He IPUYMUHUT JIU OH Bpefa UHIyHY.



Bo memnenno nogomén. OH MOHSAT PYKY, ¥ LIMPOKKE PYKaBa €ro XajaTa 3aKOJIbIXaluCh B
Oe3BeTpeHHOM KoMHATe. OH MOI0XKUI PYKY Ha 7100 IOHOIIX U TOYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO €T0 KHU3HEHHAs
cua nofaBieHa KaKOHi-TO SHEpPTruen.

Yronku ero T'YG CJIerKa IIPUIIOOHAJIACh — OJISd HETO 3TO ObllIa BCETO JIUIIb MeIKas YJIOBKaA. [Toxoxe,
He OH OOHWH 2KeJlall HeCYaCThs 3TOMY HaCJIeAHOMY IIPUHITY.

OH cen 3a CTOJI, HAKMCal HECKOJIbKO 3aKJIMHAHUY U Bejiesl CIyraM HaKJIeUuTh X B KOMHATe. 3aTeM
CKET HEMHOTI'O TaJIMCMaHHOM BOMBI ¥ IIPUKAa3aJll HAllOUTh €10 IMPUHIla. besblil CBeT BCE BpeMs IIphIral
PSIOM, CJIOBHO PajoBaJjiCs, a MOXKET, © HEMHOTO TOPOIIUJICS.

['yOrI mpHHIIA OBITK MIOTHO CXKAaThl. CITy?KaHKKU B3BOJIHOBAHHO CITPOCHIIM:
— l'ocymapcTBeHHBIM HACTaBHUK, MIPUHII HE TILET, YTO XKe JeaTh?

— OcraBbTe, — ckasan bo, kak 6yaTo eMy OBITI0 BCE paBHO. — Yepes 4yac OH OYHETCS U TOTHA
BHIIIBET. A celiyac BCe BBIUAUTE U XKOUTE CHAPYXKHU.

Cnyru ymanumnuch, u bo Bhiien BMecTe ¢ HuMu. Ho oH mpoporkain HabmiogaTh 3a BCeM
ITPOUCXOMSIIAM B KOMHATE Yepe3 CBOU 3aKIMHAHUS.

OH TOJBKO HayvaJ feaTh BUM, YTO COOMPAETCsT BO3OBUTHYTh alTaph AJIS PUTyasia, Kak YBUIEI, YTO B
KOMHaTe Oesiblii CBeT coOpasicsl B pacIIBIBYAQTHIN Y€JI0BEUECKUN CUTYIT U MPUOIU3UIICS K JIexkKalleMy
0e3 co3HaHUd I0HOIIIe.

«HTEpEeCHO», — X0IO0AHO XMBIKHYII bo. OfHaKO B CIeQyIOMIUI MUT CUIIY3T CTAHOBUIICS BCE
OTUETIMBEE, ¥ OH yKe He MOT OTBECTH OT Hero Iya3. ITo ObIJI0 HEBEPOSATHO KPacUBoe U
II0Opa3uTEeNIbHOE TeJI0, IPEeBOCXOsIee TPAHUIIH IT0la ¥ Bo3pacTa. OHO OBITI0 OeJTbIM, TTIOYTH
IIPO3PayvyHbIM, HO OKYTaHHBIM MATKUM CUsSHUEM. [[TMHHOE, CTPOMHOE, OHO U3J1y4asio MOIIHYIO,
pacTyIIyio, HO B TO XKe BpeMs U3AIIHYI0 U CIIOKOMHYIO CUITY.

Bo 3a6ri1 0 putyasne. OH XOTeJT COCPENOTOYUTLCS ¥ YBUIETh, KaK BHITJISIOUT 3TOT CHIYIT, KOTHa
noBepHETCsI. Ho TOT GBI IOJTHOCTHIO MOTJIONIEH I0HOLIEH Ha KpoBaTH. OH OCTOPOXKHO IOTHSII GeJIhIM
CBETOM Ta/IMCMAHHYIO BOMY, CIIOCOOHYIO Pa3BesiTh 3JIble Yaphl, OT KOTOPHIX I0HOIIA ObINT 6€3 CO3HAHUS,
¥ TIOYTH O/TaroroBeMHO CKIIOHUJICS HAJl eTo JIMIIOM, KalljIsd 3a KallJiel BIWBask BOMY MeXMOy ero ryo.

CunyarT ciierka IIOBepHYJ IojioBy. bo ¢ HeTepmeHneM MoCMOTPEJI, HO YBUAE JIUIIb MeJIbKHYBIINM B
TpoGuUIh YIRIOAONIHICS UK. EMy [TOKa3aloCchk, YTO OH HUYEr0 He pasrisjell, HO 9Ta CMyTHasd,
cusroniast yiaei0Ka 3acTaBUIa €r0 Ha MTHOBEHHE 3aTauTh ObIXaHMUE...

* % %

— ...BOT 3T0 — HCTHHHOE COKPOBHIIE MHPA, 9TU CMEPTHEHIE... HE CTOST U OMHOM [eCITUTBICIYHON ero
yactu! Tsl He 3Haelb, u Tebe He HyKHO 3HATh 00 3TOM...

Bo Ha MrHOBeHME 3aMoJTyall, a 3aTeM BHE3aIlHO OTKPHUI I'fla3a. ETo HU3KUM Iojioc CTasl XPUIIIBIM U
IIPOH3UTEJILHEIM, a B IJla3ax CBepKaJsl YIPOKaloIuil OTOHb:

— Tebe HYyKHO 3HATh JIUIIL OOHO: IIPEKPAaCHbIe, TOJTBKO YTO PACIyCTUBIINECS I[BETH OUEHb XPYIIKU U
He BhIIepKHUBaloT 6yph. [laxe ecnu He pagu cebs, mogyMai 00 3ToM IBeTKe. Thl Beb HE XOYElllh,
YTOOBI OH YBSIJI CIIUIIKOM PaHO, 3TO OBIII0 OBl HACTOSIIUM KOIIYHCTBOM...

Mornonoii y4€HBIH, 10 3TOTO CMOTPEBINN Ha B0 IMMPOKO pacKPHITEIMU I'Jla3aMy, He OTPHIBas B3TJIAAa



OT ero OOJIBIIION PYKH pAOOM C JIGBYLHKOfl, YCIIBIIIaB 3THU CJI0OBd, BCKOYHMII:

— He Hapo, He Tporai lllyaHnsgHb, OHA... OHa HU B YEM He BUHOBATa. f 00g3aTeIbHO 060yMalo TBOE
npenyioxenue. IIpoiy, mak MHe eIlé HECKOIbKO JHEM, MHE HYKHO ITOJyMaTh, KakK HalucaTh 9Ty
TIOBECTb.

— Y MeHs He TaK MHOTO BpeMEHHU, YTOOH TPATUTh €T0 Ha OXuOaHue, — Bo ToXe BCTaJll, U XKENTas
3Mesl 3allluIiesia, yrpoxamiie. bo npuiypumics, riaaas Ha Hux aBoux: — CKOpo 3UMHee
COJIHIIECTOSTHUE... 9TO BaXKHbIH feHb! Kali(bIH XOTh U MPOIBETAET, HO KaKoe Tebe 10 3TOTro feno?!
Ecnu HagyMaelns, To B OyAyIeM Thl U OHA CMOXKETe BEPHYThCS CO MHOM Ha CeBepo-3amaj u
HacllaXkgaThCsl 00TaTCTBOM U IIOYECTSMH, KOTOPHIX 37ieck TeOe He BUAaTh. Thl, HABEPHOE, €IlIE He
3Haelb, 4To TOT YkaH F0aHb, Takoil XKe, Kak U Thl, IPOBAJIMBIINICS Ha 9K3aMeHaX YUYEHBIN Benukoi
CyH, Temneps, mepeias Ha CIyxk0y K MyIpOMYy ITPABUTEJIIO, YKe MOCTYXKHUJICS [0 II0CTa TJIaBhI
[[eHTPaJIbHOT0 CeKpeTapuara!

CkasaB 3T0, OH CHOBA JIETOHBKO KOCHYJICS TOJIOBHI JEBYIIKHU:

— IMomHuy, y TeOs HeT BrIOopa. He oymaii coob1iaTh BnacTaM, HHaUe...
Ero pyxa omycTtunach, ¥ y4€HbIN U30ajl UCIyTaHHbIY KPUK:

— Croit! 4... s oTBeuy Tebe yepe3 Tpu OHS!

— Xopo110, — yooBIeTBOPEHHO KMBHYN bo. — Iloiipéem.

CkazaB 3T0, OH OLICTPO MTOKUHYJ KOMHATY. CHapyKu OCTAJICS JIUIIh JIETKUM CTYCTOK YEPHOH ITH, a
BbICOKas ¢urypa bo yxe ucuesna.

* % x

— TonbKo KOrfa TH IPeBpallaelbCcs B IIBETOK, I MOTY C TO0OM HOPMAJIbHO IIOTOBOPUTh. — ['0CTH
HaKOHeI-TO yiutu. Emé He Obi1o monynHs, ¥ TaHb YKMGpIH MOT HEMHOTO OTHOXHYTh. OH CUOeN y
CTOMKHU ¥ CMOTPeJ Ha YK04YxkK0, KOTOpasi 0TKa3kBalaCh MPUHUMATh YeJI0BeUeCKUM 00IUK U
obmaTecsa ¢ HuUM. OH TUX0 CKa3al: — J HeMHOT0 HepBHUYAI0, V-u ellé He BEPHYJICS, MOXKET, MHE
CTOUT IOUTH ITIOCMOTPETH?

— ...MHe KaxeTcs, 3aIUTHUK YXKaHb CErOAHS X0TeJl 4TO-TO CKa3aTh. Kak gymaelisb, 4To OH
CcKaxert?...

— ...IlaBHO He Bupmen Cioi ['aHs, OH eIIé MPUOET?

YKO0UKO TYT ke 3abbljia 0 CBOEM 00elllaHMK MOT4YaTh U He TOKa3hIBaThCA 1eyio Hememo. OHa
BHE3AITHO BEICYHYJIa TOIOBY M3-3a CIIUHH Taub YkudpaHa U cKa3ana:

— A naBaii Tak, nonpobyeM Ha MUCThAX M-u. THl OTOPBEIIL OJIKH, I OTOPBY OAMH... IPUTET, HE
IPUIET, IPUOET, HE IPUET...

— He pBu! — nmocnenrso octanosun e€ Taub Yxkudan. — M-u ymen no MoeMmy nopydenuio. He
OOuIIbCS, UTO OH BEPHETCS U MOOLET TeOSA?
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