— Y 3TOro uenoBeka U0 HEyOaYHUKA, — UKOYKO eIll€ pa3 BHUMATEIbHO I0CMOTpesia. — Xe-xe, OH
YTO, B PEKY IIPHITHYJI U3-3@ JOJITOB?

YkaHb YKa0 MoI9a CMOTpeIl Ha YK04K0, 0TUYEro Ta MoKpacHesla. BHe3amHO 0Ha YTO-TO OCO3HAsa U
YOUBIEHHO OTKPBLJIa POT:

— MaMOuKHU... OH ¥ BIpaBOYy IPLITHYII B peKy?!
YkaHb YKa0 B3IOXHYJI U OCTOPOKHO CBEPHYN OyMmary:

— Bepno. 910t yenoBek — cryneHT Kabuneta Yynu npu MmnepaTtopckoii akagemuu, YxaH [llaHbuy,
BTOpOe uMs boHbIsH. BeuepoM nepBoro OHS HecaTOro Mecsla, B yac O, ero coydeHUKY BULENH, KaK
OH B PacCesIHHOM COCTOSTHWY BHIIIEN Ha yiaully. Ha Bompoc, KyJia OH UOET, OH He OTBeTU. I1o3xke oH
He BEpPHYJICS Ha HOYb, ¥ CTapOCTa KOMHATHI, COT/IaCHO ITpaBuiaM MMepaTopCcKOi akafileMuH,
MOJI0XKUI 00 3TOM UHCIEKTOPY. TOT, BHIC/IYIIIAB, CUEIT AeJI0 IIOJ03PUTEIbHEIM U 00paTHICs B YIIPaBy.

— Moxert, on nomeén B [Tepeynok Boiau? — YK04kK0 BCE elle Obla B IIOKe. — Takoe BeOb TOXe
BO3MOXKHO, MpaBaa? Bel xopoIno uckamm?

— Hckanu, HO He Hawu. OJHAKO ABa OHSI Ha3af 3a ropoaoM BBEIJIOBHUIIN TEJIO.

CeropHst yTpoM, u3 00pEIBKOB ¢ppa3 Uxkoy Anbi3uHa, Tans YkudaH yxKe mpeguyBcTBoBan 3T0. Kakas
JKaJI0CTh, Ta HUYTOXKHAS TYXOBHAS CHJIa B UTOTE TaK U HE CMOTJIa U3MEHUTD €ro Cyanoy.

OpnHako, X0Th ero Marus u cnaba, oHa He [JOJIKHa Oblyla OBITH HAaCTOJILKO 6eCrone3Hou... TaHb
YkuG3H, CKIOHUB TOJI0BY, PAa3MBILIUISAI U He 3aMeTHI, Kak YxkaHb YKao [OCTasl eIlé OOuH JTUCT
oymaru. Bymara MefijleHHO pa3BopaunBajach, IOCTEIIEHHO SIBJISASI B30PY I'YCThie YEPHLIE OPOBH,
II0XO0XKME Ha TOPHBIE NTMKHU, U ITapy KPaCUBHIX, XOJIOAHBIX I'na3. M-u 1 YK0UKO0 M30 BCEX CUII
CHOEePKUBAJIUCh, TOJIBKO mofbexkasias YaH4YaH B3TJISHYIA U BCKPUKHYIA:

— Au! YxudsH, TBOK...

W-u cxBatun YaHuaH U MOJHAT ¢ 3eMyinu. YaH4yaH 3abosTania HoraMy B BO3[yXe, PaCTePSIHHO IS Ha
Taup YxkudasHa.

YxkaHb Ykao nmocMoTpen Ha Taub YxkudsHa. ToT MbicieHHO B3Monuiicsa. OH 06HapyXKUI, 4TO He
MOXKET OTBECTH B3I/ 0T OyMaru, ¥ I03TOMY IIPOCTO YCTaBHUIICSA Ha M300pakE€HHOT0 Ha Hel
Yej0BeKa, Jenas BUM, YTO BHUMATENBHO €r0 pa3riasaabiBaerT.

YBupes, uto UYxkanb UYxkao pasriaagui 6ymary, Tanb YKu(psH HAKOHEI-TO CMOT COBJIafiaTh C CO00U U
IIPOU3HEC:

— M-M... OTOT... 3TOT YenioBeK OB y Hac. YaH4YaH [TOMHUT, U 5 TOXKeE.

YkaHb YKa0 CMOTpeII Ha omylleHHbIe Ta3a Tans Yxkudana. Ecnu oH He ommbCesi, B TOT MOMEHT,
KOTZla CBUTOK pa3BepHycs, nmulo TaHb YxkupaHa OyKBaaIbHO OKaMeHEJIO.

B sToT MoMeHT TaHb YKM(3H MOJHSI T'OJIOBY, YIBIOHYJICS U CKa3an YkaHb YxKao:
— YaHuaH, HaBepHOe, X0TeJjla CKa3aTh, YTO OH OBUI HAIlIUM II€PBLIM I'OCTEM.

— O? — Yxanb YxKao cen. B 3TOT MUT ero B3rJIsS[ CTall OUeHb CEPhE3HBIM, X OH PAa3UTEIbHO
OTJIMYAJICS OT TOT'O CKPOMHOTO ¥ TEIIOT0 0IarOPOIHOI0 TOCIOANHA, KaKuM OBIIT ITpexke.



Ox yOpan 06a puCyHKa ¥ CITPOCHIT:

— IIpaBpa? Tel TONBKO YTO CKa3all, 4To mpuexan B KalirlH mepBOro OHS OeCSATOro Mecsia. Tak
KOT[a XK€ 3TOT YeJIOBEK IIPUIIET B TBOIO JIaBKY?

— [IpuMepHO Yepes MoJIMecsilla, B IeHb HAIIeTO OTKPHITHS, — OTBETUII 3a Taub Yxkudsna U-u. —
Crpax YxaHb, 3a4eM BH 00 3TOM cripainnBaeTe? OH YTO, TOXKE B PEKY IPBITHYII?

— A, Tak BOT OHO YTO, HEYIUBUTEIILHO, UTO 51 €T0 C TeX Iop He Bupena! — YK0UKO TeaTpaabHO
B3MaxHyJla pyKaMu. — A¥, KaK KaJlb, OH ObIT TaKOW cuMmIaTu4Hbl! KoHeYHO, 10 Bac, cTpax YKaHb,
eMy Jaseko...

Yskaub YKa0 BEXKIUBO YIBIOHYICS YKOUKO:

— ITOT 4esoBeEK He IpHIral B peky. IIpocTo KTo-To foHEC B YipaBy KaiidriHa, 4To 3TO OH yousn YxkaH
[lan#pyy.

XoTst Ykaub Ykao roopun ¢ M-u u YK04KO, OH ITOCTOSHHO HabImoan 3a BrEpaxkeHueM nuila TaHb
YxudsHa.

«4l Tak u 3Hana... — nNpo3Bydan B ymax Tans Yxkudsna ronoc Yxkouxko. — Y 9To Teneps gemnaTs,
Yxkudau? Croit ['anto rpo3ut cyn! Oit! MoxeT, THl IPUMEHUIIb HeOOJIbIIOE 3aKIMHAHUE U COXKKEITH
noptpeT Ciou ['aHs y HEro 3a ma3yxou?»

«YK04uXKO0, 3aTKHUCH! — x0m0qHO0 6pocun M-u. — OHM HaBepHSIKa yXkKe 3HAIOT, KTo Takoi Cioi 'aHb,
KaKOW CMBICT ckuraTh noptpet! He 6opmoun YkuG3aHY 1mof yxo, IOCMOTPHU Ha ero Juio, OyaTO OH
3anopoM MydaeTcs. YKaHb YKao ero TOYHO 3aI0f03PUT!»

YaHyaH TO CMOTpEJia Ha OGHOTO, TO Ha APYroro:
— 4 9To-TO HE TO CKa3zana... YKudasH...

B ronose y Taup Uxkudana u Tak OB KaBapaak, a TYT ellé TPU rojoca mioc Yxkanb YkKao — OH
YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO He crpaBinsgercs. OH C yOUBIeHUEM IoimMas ce6s Ha MBICITH, YTO BCEPhEI
00yMEIBaeT mpeioxkenue Y2K0uK0 0 MpUMEHEeHUH Maruu K YxkaHb YKao, HO, UTO eIé mevaabHee,
€0 OyXOBHOU CHUJIEI OBIJI0O COBEPIIEHHO HENOCTATOYHO MJIST TAKOTO CJTOXKHOT'O 3aKTHHAHUS.

K Tomy e, Ka3ayoch, 4TO OT caMoro YzxkaHb Yzkao ucxomuma ciiabast JyxoBHas cuia. Bo3MOXKHO, 3TO
OBLIO M3-3a ero MpaBegHOCTH, @ MOXKET, V Hero ObIJT KaKOHU-TO 0COOLIY apTedakKT.

YkaHb YKa0 CMOTpeEJI, KaK 3Ta TPOHUIla pa3birPEIBAET TAHTOMUMY, TO U [I€JI0 IIePeTIAbBasich, HO He
IIPOU3HOCS HU CJIoBa. ET0 Mogo3peHusi CMEHUIUCH JTIOOOMBITCTBOM. [T0pa3MEICTIHB HEMHOTO, OH
HAKOHEIl OCTOPOXKHO 3aT0BOPHIIL.

— Bcé, 4To HyKHO OBIIIO CIIPOCUTSD, S CIIPoCuil, — YKaHb Y:Ka0 HETOPOIIJIUBO yOpasn U BTOPOM
TIOPTPET U cKa3as Taub Yxkupany: — BpeMeHa ceifiyac HECIIOKONHEIE, X0351MH TaHb, BeU CBOU
Ou3HEC 0CTOPOXKHO. EC/TM YTO-TO CIIYYUTCS, MOIIIH KOro-HuOynb B YpaBy KaiidriHa HalTH MeHSs.
Ecnu meHs He OyneT, Haliou 3TUX 0PUIIEPOB ¥ OCTABb UM COOOIIEHME.

OH IOMPOCHJT KUCTh ¥ OyMary ¥ Hallucasl Ha Hel HeCKOJIbKO UMEH. 3aTeM BeXKJIMBO IOKIOHUIICS,
HAKUHYJTI XajIaT 4, TPaIllo3HO OTKUHYB 3aHABECKY, YIIET.

— BaH... Ban Yao... — YanuaH Onlzia 04eHb 0003HATEIbHA U MTHITAIACh PacCIIO3HATh mo0bIe



neporauds, KOTOPLE BUAEA.

— Bau Yao, Ma Xans, UYxa#n Jlys, Yxkao Xy, He CMOTPH, HUYETr0 HOBOI0, — YKOYKO BEIXBATHJIA
Ooymary u3 pyk YaHuaH u yOpasa e€. Bopyr oHa CHOBa B3BOJTHOBAaHHO BCKpHUKHYIa: — A! Tak BOT OHO
yT0... Hakonen-to... [I[peBHue He oOMaHynmu MeHs! boxke moit! Kak 0OH MoKeT OBITh TAKUM KPACHUBHIM,
OH TIPOCTO HEBepOsITHO KpacuB! YxkudaH, y Te0s1 eCcTh KaKOW-HUOYIb CII0CO6 OTIIPAaBUTh MEHS B
Ynpasy KaidriHa...

— A-a-a! — BHe3anHO 3akpudan u U-u. Tpoe ocTanpHEIX yOWBIEHHO IOBEPHYIUCEH K HEMY.

— IIpokngTEI! UMIIEPATOPCKUM KOT cbexar, He 3amnaTtuB! UTo 3a MO3EPCTBO, YTO 3a BaXKHUYaHbE!
Becurt!!! — M-y WIBEIPHYJI KHUTY U THEBHO CKa3all.

3aHaBecka Obllla OTKMHYTA, U B IBEPSIX CMYLIEHHO ynbibancs YxkaHnb YxKao:
— ...Ilpotry npoIeHus, s OTOUEN Ha HECKOJIBKO I1aroB ¥ BCIIOMHUJI, UTO HE YCIIeJl PaclaTUThCS.

— 3a eqy TpUALATh BHEW, 3a MOpaJIbHEIM yiiepd — TpucTa. [1naTu, Kak 3Haelb! — cepauTo cTydan

no mpunaBky U-u. Tanb YkubhsH B CTO MEPBLINA pa3 BMeLIaCs, YTOO CTIaAUTh CUTyalui0: — CTpax
YxkaHb, He oOpalnaiite BuuMaHus, U-u mytut. Tpumgnatu BaHEH 0ocTaToOuHO. Hu MOHEeTOM GobIle He
HYXKHO.

Yxkaub YKao [moCTas LEeNbX ABe CBI3KU MOHET, IPOTSHYJ UX U HEOXKUAAHHO CKa3a:

— Tebs Begp M-u 30ByT? Kak Hac4éT TOro, 4ToOH COaTh MHE B apeHOY HECKOJIbKO CBUTKOB CKa3aHMM?
YBumeB MefiHbIe MOHETHI, M- HeEMHOT0 cMaryuscs. OH ImepecuuTall uX U cKasall:

— 9roro HeMano. YTo Xxo4ellb B3sTh, 1 TeOe Halay.

— Te cka3aHusd, 4To Hanucasn Xo3s4uH [1aBunboHa OTToueHHOTO Ilepa, 0 KOTOPOM ThI TOBOPHII, U
ocegHue TIaBkl «Kak TOProBel MacjioM claa 3K3aMeHHl 1 0TOIarogapui oTiia» TOTo
OTBepPKEHHOT0 TOPHOTO OTILIEeNbHUKA. B KHUKHBIX JTaBKax UX yXKe He IPOAalT, I B HECKOJIbKUX
WCKaJl — He Hall€e.

— XM, 6epu, yutait, — V-u mpuHEc eMy OOMBIIYIO CTONKY KHUT. — JTO, B Iy4IlIEeM CIIy4dae,
BTOPOCOPTHOE YTHBO, HO TeOe IOMOUMET.

Ykanb YKao HUKAK He OTpearupoBaj Ha capka3M M-u, 3amiaTu, mo6aarogapui ero, CI0XKuI KHUTH
B KOP3UHY U YIIET.

— B Vnpage Katidrina, BUguMo, nenaTh Hedero, — Y2K04K0 OTHAEPHY/Ia 3aHABECKY U C TOCKOMI
rmocMoTpena Beien Yxkanp Yxkao.

— OH YMHOBHMK YEeTBEPTOI0 PaHTa, TOCYyIapCTBEHHKIN CyxKarui. [laxe ecnu 6e3me/IbHUYAET,
JKaJl0BaHbe MOIy4YaeT. A Thl, ecnu Oymelrs 6e3nenbHIYaTh, OyOelb TUTAThCSI CEBePO-3aragHbIM
BETPOM, — XOJIOTHO 3aMeTun HU-u.

Y3K042K0 THEBHO 00epHYIach U yxKe xoTesa O6bU10 Habpocuthesi, Ho Taub YxkKud3H BCTan MeXay
HUMU:

— He geputecs, y MeHsT XOpo1Iasi HOBOCTb.

— Kakas xopoiast HoBOCTh? TBOM CTaphId IPUATENb CTal Pa3bICKUBaeMEIM IIPECTYIIHUKOM YIIPaBE



Kaiiprina? — M-u mepeksoyus cBoE BHUMaHue Ha Taub YxkudaHa.

— He roBopu Tak. {1 eImi€ He yBepeH, 4TO 3TO OH, — IipepBa ero Taub Yxku(p3H 1, 00€pHYBIINUCH,
no6aBun: — K Tomy xe, Cioii [aHb — OH He... 1 UHIyH TOXe He... 3-9, B 0011eM, THl CTOJIBKO KHUT
IIPOYUTAJ, JOIXKEH XKe CIIeJUTh 3a CI0BaMU. Brl ckopo YaHuaH [JI0XOMy HayduTe.

— YaHyaH, X0Yelllh CerOHS BeUePOM IOUTH CO MHOM MOTYJSATh? — crpocun TaHb YkKupIH, mpexme
yeM M-u ycren Bo3pa3uTh, U, HAKJIOHUBIIUCE, B3s/1 YaHYaH 3a PYKY.

— Xouy! Xouy! Bpatuk YxudasH, Kyga Tel MeHs ITOBeHEIThL? B pa3BnekaTenbHbIM KBapTal ceMbr CaH,
CMOTpeTH 1[310501? — YaH4yaH pagoCTHO 3axJionasa B JIafOLLIH.

— VmHO, — Tanp YxkudasH c yneidOkoi KuBHYI. — Bhl gBoe unéte? Ecnu ga, To...

— A, umém! TonbKO He 3Hal0, PaCKOIIETUTCS K 9TOT CKpsira M-u! — YKO0UKO TokKe B3BOJTHOBAHHO
pacmupuiia ria3a. — YKupsH, OTKyHa TH Y3HAJ, YTO 5 X0Uy IOCMOTPETH 11310901 ? CMOTPH. .

C atumu crnoBaMu Yk04kK0 BeIOeKasa 3a JBepb U OTKyHa-TO IpuHecia IucT 6ymaru. B neHTpe nucta
ObLJT HAPHMCOBAH IIMPOKOIIJIEUNi, KPDEIIKU My>K4YMHa, KOTOPBIA 3aHUMaJl TOYTH BCE IIPOCTPAHCTBO.
Buusy Owina Hagnuck: «2Kene3nas baurus HOimnans, peuratomas OUTBa».

Tanp UkudaH B3 TUCT, HO €T0 B3TJISAM YIIal Ha JIeBbIM BepXHUM yroj. Tam Oblyla HapucoBaHa
npsiMasi CIIMHA MYXKYHHBI, KOTOPHIY 10 CPAaBHEHUIO C BeJIMKAaHOM B IIeHTPe Ka3aJICsi COBCEM
He3aMeTHBRIM. OH CMOTpeJl Ha3aj, HO XyMOXKHUK He U300pa3uil ero JIuiia, I0OTOMY 4TO Ha HEM Oblla
CBUpeInas Macka.

— l'oBopsrT, ecnu on npourpaet, Yan FOumans cHUMeT MacKy! Bce TONbKO pagu 3TOr0 U UgyT! —
BOCTOPKEHHO ToBOpwIa YK04K0, HO M- omHOM (ppa3oii TOBePr €€ B YHbIHUE: — ECU g IpaBUIIbHO
IIOMHIO, JaXke caMble laJbHUE MeCTa CTOSIT ISAThOECSAT BIHEHN.

Tanbs YKn(3H OKUHYI B3TIIA0M MelIodek, B KOTopoM U-u 06buHO XpaHua fAeHbru. OH OBLT TYTO
HAOHUT, ¥ B HETO TOJILKO YTO NOOABUIIKUChH BE CBSI3KKM MOHET OT UYzkKaHb UYKao 3a apeHIy CKa3aHUMH.

— 4 nam Tebe [Ba OHS BHIXOJHLIX, Kak Tebe? — Ha nulle TaHb Yku(paHa MOgBUIACH pafyIlIHasi
ynei0ka. — CMOXKeIIb XOPOII0 OTHOXHYTh. [IOTYISITh 110 yIUIaM.

HM-u ocTasncg HeBO3MYTHUM U IIPOHOJIKAJ YUTATh KHUTY.
— Tpu gusa? — Tanbp YxkudasH ¢ HameKOOU IToMaxasl TPEMS HanbllaMy nepen HocoMm M-u. — YeTripe...

— He gymaii, 4To s He 3HAIO, YTO TH 3agyMai. Taub YKu(3H, TH CaM-TO 3HaElllb, Ha YTO CIIOCO0eH?
— W-u 3axJI0NIHYJ KHUTY ¥, B3OOXHYB, IOCMOTpeN Ha TaHb Yxkudsna.

Ixx0uxk0 1 YaHYaH HAIPSIKEHHO CMOTpenu Ha HuX. TaHb UxkudaH 000IIET IPUITABOK, CEJT HAIIPOTUB
H-u m Tuxo ckazas:

— W-u, THI 3HaEIb... MHE KaXeTCH...

V-u moBepHYJI TOJIOBY K OBEPH, HO He mpepBan TaHb YxkudsHa. ToT, He oOpalllas BHUMaHUS Ha TO,
CITyIIaeT JIU OH, IPOTOJIXKHUIT:

— ...41 Mory mouyyBCTBOBaTh IPUCYTCTBUEe MHITyHa, TOMBKO KOTa ero Aylle yrpoxkaeT OnacHOCTh. Bee
3TU TOLHI BBl COIIPOBOXKAIM MeHS B [TOMCKaX, HO MBI HU4ero He Hauuiu. Ho Ha 3TOT pa3, MHe
KaXeTCsl, Ha 3TOT pas3 4...



— JlapgHo, magHo! — Hampsizk€HHoe nuio M-u mocteneHHo paccinabunock. Tans YxkudaH xoTes OBII0
no0aBUTH eIIIé Tmapy CJI0B, HO M-u cKa3anm: — He HYKHO 3THX XKaJIOCTIUBLIX peueit. CKaxKu MHe, TBOS
IyXOBHAas CUJIa B IIOCJIelHEe BpeMs BOCCTaHOBUJIACh?

9TOT cephE3HHIN BOIpOC 3acTaBun Tanb YxkudasHa 3agyMaThcs. Kaxabii pas, mpue3xkas Ha HOBOE
MEeCTO, ero AyxXOBHas CUJia IT0aBjIgajIach U JOJIroe BpeMs He MOrjla HOpMaJibHO IIPOSBIISATHCS.
BormbIast 4acTh €ro AyXOBHOM CHUJIBI ITPOKCXOAMIa 0T 60KecTBeHHOM cuibl MHNTyHa. Tanbs Yxkudaon
IIOMHMJI, KaK MHIIyH KOT[la-TO CKa3aJjl eMy, YTO IT0Ka ero 60KeCTBeHHas Cuja CyIleCTBYeT, IyXOBHas
cuna Taub YxknudpsHa He UCYE3HET.
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