Mosiopmo# 4enoBeK IIoMoIYaa HEMHOTO, a 3aTeM TUX0 0TBeTul: «Cioil ['aHb».
— YeM THI 3aHUMAaEIILCS, TI0UYeMYy MIPHUIIET CIofa? — MPOIOIKHUII IOIMPOC MyKUKMHa CPEeHUX JIeT.

Cioni 'aHb He OTBETHUJI Ha ero Bompoc. [Ipo1isio elleé MrHOBeHHE, IIpeXkKe YeM OH CKas3al: «f Mory
nobexnuth [lyans XKemesnyio [laromgy».

— Hemarnsie 8.M6I/IHI/II/I, — YCMEXHYJICA MyXK4YHKHA. B 9TOT MOMEHT TeHb OT JIYHBI CMECTHUIIACh, U JIUIIO
MOJIOZIOTO YeJIoBeKa BBIIIIO U3 IIOTHOM TEMHOTHI.

MyX4rHa cCpegHux jeT 3amep. JIVHHBIN CBET OBITT BCE eIl€ TYCKJIBIM, HO OH CMYTHO pa3riisafe, 9To,
XOTSI I0HOIIa OBLT Xy, YEPTH €0 JHIla ObITH YETKUMHU, a TPOGUIb — BHPA3UTEbHEIM. B myHHOM
CBeTe OH Ka3aJICsd KPAaCHUBHIM M BeJIMYECTBEHHBEIM. Ceiiyac OH CMOTpEI Ha HEeTr0 CBEPXY BHU3, €r0
T'YCTHIE YEpHEIE OPOBU OBINM CI€TKa MPUIIOMHSTHI, a I'la3a CBePKaJIU IPOH3UTEILHLIM CBETOM.

MyxurHa CpefgHUX JIeT OB BIafieNIbIIeM 3TOT0 pa3BlieKaTeIbHOTO KBapTaia ceMbu CaH, ero
damumnus Orvina Ysue, a uMsa — KOiBaHb. OH yIIpaBIisia 3TUM MECTOM [0 CET0 OHS U CYUTAJI, YTO
IIOBU[AJI BCAKUX JIIOAlEeH, HO aypa, ucxopuBlasa oT 3Toro Croi ['aHs, 3acTaBuiia €ro CepAle APOTrHYTh,
¥ OH HEBOJIBHO CJIeTKa OTKUHYJICA Ha3af.

— HuTepecHo, — Ysnb FO#BaHb Npuiién B cebsi, BRIMPSIMUATICS U OTCTYIIUII Ha [iBa Iara. — [lapeHs,
MHe BCE PaBHO, KTO THl. Pa3 y THl mpuIen B kBapTan CaH Ha 11310314, pa3 yXK Tebe HyKHH JeHbTH,
THI OyIelIb ClIeoBaTh MOUM YKa3aHUSIM.

— ...Cetiuac Tebe HeNlb3s1 BHIUTPHIBATH, TOIHKO IIPOUTPEIBaTh. Korga MoxXHO GyfeT BEHIUTPaTh, S Tebe
ckaxy. [IpoBeméurs msiTh 60EB, MOXKEIIb CMEJI0 Ha3kBaTh CBOIO LeHY, — YaHb KOWBaHb OTKUHYII IOJTEI
CBOETO0 aTJIaCHOTO XajaTa U, Pa3BePHYBIIUCE, VIIEIL.

— [Topgoxpute. MHe HyKHa MacKa, — ocTaHOBUJI ero Cwoii ['aHb.

Ysub FOiiBaHb Ha MIHOBEHUE 3aMep, HO He 00epHYJICS, JIUIh KUBHYJI ¥ CKa3al yIPaBIsoleMy:
«XO0po1Io».

YnpaBnsiomuii ¢ 1o00IBITCTBOM CIIpocui: «f cmotpio, 3ToT Cioli ['aHb BecbMa xopoiil co60i, 3To
TOKe MOIJIO Obl IPUBJIEYD KJIMEHTOB. 3a4eM laBaTh eMy MacKy?»

Ysub FOWBaHb 3arafoyHO YIHIOHYJICS U HUYETO He cKa3as. OH OTJISTHYIICS: CIIYTH YK€ CYeTUIIHCh,
rotoBs Cro#i ['aHs K BEIXOAY Ha MOMOCT. Te, KTo, cru0asiCh, IOIIPABIISI ero OfeXkay, PSIoM ¢ u 6e3
TOT0 BEICOKMM CI0¥ 'aHeM Ka3aiuch MPOCTO THOMAMH.

Croit 'aHb MO-TIPEKHEMY CTOSIJT IIPSIMO, HETIOJBUKHO ITO3BOJISAS UM [elaTh CBOE feno. ['yOuTenbHas
ITY, UCXOMUBILAS OT HETo, ObIJIa X0JI0OJHee, Y4eM BO3AYX PaHHE! 3UMEI, ¥ 9TO BHI3BIBAJIO ¥ Y9Hb
HO#iBaHsT HEKOTOPOEe 6ECIIOKOMCTRO.

Ysnp FOiBaHb e111é pa3 OrJISHYJCS ¥ OBICTPHIM IIaroM HaIPaBUJICS K SIPKO OCBEIIEHHOM TaBepHe Y
Kpasi apeHHl A L3I03[H1.

«Bboxke mo#, Ykuh3H, UAUOT, TH ONATH BEPHYJICS Ha TO XK€ MeCTo!»

«ITepecTanb KpyxuTh, Taub YknudoH, cerogus Tel OyHelb CIaTh TOJ MOCTOM, KaK HHU CTapaics, BCé
PaBHO BEPHEIILCS CIOfa».



CHYCTFI nomn4yaca TaHb q}KI/I(bSH IIOHAJ, 9YTO, KaXKeTCid, XOOUT KPYyIraMHu. Hwudero He nopemnaelib: OH HE
3HAJI A0POT'H, da Ha yJIHIIaX HUKOI'O HE on110. OH YZXKe II04YTH cOucs ¢ TOJIKY.

— XBatut! — Taup YxkudasH u caM yxKe ObIJT Ha TpaHu. — XOTh ObI OAWH U3 BaC BHIIIE] MHE TIOMOYb!

— Ime... Iie... epeysok... — pa3fancs B TUIIKXHE TOJ0C Manb4yuKka. — [Ime... 4To... OpaTen
UYxudsH, Kak YUTAETCS 3TOT UEPOTTIUQD...

Tanbs YKK(3H TOCMOTPEN B CTOPOHY ¥ YBUET Y3KUU U YeOUHEHHBIN ITepeyJIoK. Y BXofa B HETO
BUOHENUCH TpHU Oombinux nepornuda: «Ilepeynok [Tmernynoit CoIOMEI».

Taub Yxudan: «...Oka3riBaeTCs, OH IPSIMO 3[ECH».

VI3 KOop3uHb JOHECTIOCH BO3MYIIEHHOe 6opMoTanue. Tanb YKu(3H Ke CTOS ¥ BXOfla B IIEPEYJIIOK B
pasmyMbsix. XOTsI OH HAKOHEI[-TO HAIIE HY2KHOe MEeCTO, HO yXKe TaK IIO3[0HO, Y KOT0 CHUMATh XKUJIbE?
[TopHIBBEI XOJIOMHOTO BETPA MPOHUIBIBAIN €TI0, ¥ OH C TOPeYbi0 IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO €0 CITyTHUKH,
BO3MOZKHO, ITPABHI: CETOMHS UM IIPUAETCS HOUeBaTh Ha YIIUIIE.

Taub YxkudsH BCIIOMHUII, KaK MOJIOJION YeJI0BEK, YKa3aBIINM eMy OOPOTy, TOBOPHJI, YTO B 3TOM
mepeyiKe XUBYT YUEHbIE, ITPHEXaBIIKe Ha 9K3aMeHbl. MoXKeT, KTO-HUOYIb MPOSBUT MUTIOCEPANE U
CITAaCeT uX OT NepBou Houu B KaririHe Mo MOCTOM.

OH BOLIEN B epeyJIoK, OrJIsAALIBasACh 10 CTOPoHaM. Hu ofHa ABeph He Ka3anach IPUBETINBEE
npyroi. OH 3aKMypUIICS, CHeflal HeCKOJIbKO II1aros, Habpasics CMeOoCTU U IIOTHSAT PYKY, YTOOR!
IIOCTy4aTh, KOTMia U3 KOP3UHEL, JOJIT0 MOTYaBlleil, BIPYT Pa3facs XOJIOOHbIM I'oJI0oC I0HOIIY B
3enéHou pyOarmke: «TaHb YkudsH, y BXofa B IepPeyIOK KTO-TO €CTh».

— Oi1, Oygb 0CTOPOXKEH. ITOT YeJIOBEK IIaTaeTCs, OH u00 MbSHUIIA, TH0O0 Monpolnaika, — gobaBuia
IeBYIIKa.

— MoxXeT... OH, OH IIPOCTO X04YeT orpabuTh? — 3auKasiCh, CIIPOCUI MaJIbuuK.

Taup Yxudasn 06epHYJICS U yCTaBUJICA Ha TEMHBINM CUITYyST y BXOZla B IepeyJIoK. YeoBeK CTOSI,
COTHYBILKUCH U OTIUPASICh Ha CTEHY, CJIOBHO IIEPEBOAS AyX. «A-a-a...» — B CJIeflyiolllee MTHOBEHUE U3
KOP3WHHI IOHECCS MIPOH3UTEIBHEIN JeBUYNM KPUK U MTPUOTUKAIOUIMICS CTYK KOIIBIT.

Taup YkudaH OTIYETIUBO TOUYBCTBOBAI MPUOTUKEHNE OMACHOCTH. [IepeyioK, KpoMe HETO U TOTO
YyeJi0BeKa B PBAHOM OfexKfe, CTOSIBIIETr0 B HECKOJIBKUX IIIaraxX OT HEro Y Bxofda, ObLT MyCT, HO HEBECTh
OTKYZa PSO0M C HUM IIPOHECIIach JIOUagh, YCTPEMUBIIASCS IPSIMO Ha TOTO YeJioBeKa Y BXOfa.

— OcTtopoxHOo! — KpukHyn Tanb YkudsH. UenoBeK y BXOMa, YCIIbIIAB KPUK, PE3KO TOOHSIT TOJIOBY U
TIOCMOTPEJ B €T0 CTOPOHY.

B tyckmom cBeTe Tanb YkndaH ycren pasriasgeTh JUIIb €0 TPpouib U TYT Ke 3aMep, B TOJIOBE
CTaJI0 COBEPIIEHHO IycT0. Ho eMy HeKorza ObIJI0 pa3MbILIUISATh: UCIIYTaHHAS JIOLIadh, 3apKas,
TIOMHSIACh Ha OBIOBI ¥ CO BCEH CHJIBI 00PYIIMIIACh Ha YeJI0BEKa.

Tanp YxkudaH, He ycreB IpUNTH B cebs1, B3MaxXHyJI IpaBoi pyKou. C ero gIMHHBIX IajbleB
IIOCHITIaINCh OeCUuCIeHHble CBeTALMecs Oeble TOYKY, KOTOPHIE OBICTPO YCTPEMUIIUCH K
pa3bsApEHHON omany. [TpubIu3uBIINCE, 3T TOYKY BHE3AIIHO PACUINPUIIACH, COENUHUTIUCE U
IIPEeBPATUINCh B OTPOMHYI0, IApPSALIYI0 U CUSIOIIYI0 KPUCTANIBHYIO CeTh, KOTOpas MATKO OKyTaja
Pa3bsPEHHYIO JIOIAaghb CO BCEX CTOPOH, OCTAHOBUB €€ B BO3MyXe€.



YetoBeK IO KOIBITAMH JIOIIAA¥ OBICTPO C3KAJCS B KOMOK, ITepPeKaTUIICS U u30exkas OMacHOCTH. A
JIOLIafb, XOTS U MOTepsijia paBHOBECHe, MO JIeHCTBHEeM CBETOBOM CETH 3aCThl/Ia B BO3yXe, a 3aTeM
Me[IJIeHHO, OYeHb MeJIJIEHHO, 3aBajIiujach Ha 000YUHY.

Tanp UxkudaH, BCE eIIé He OMPaBUBIIKCE OT LI0KA, PYXHYJ Ha 3eMJII0, TSKeJI0 [Obla. Korma oH CHOBa
TIOCMOTPEJI B CTOPOHY BXOJla B IIePeyyoK, CIIaCEHHHIM UM YeJIOBEK B PBAHOM OfexK[e yXKe ucyes.

— YTO CNy4Yunoch? — Co CKPUIIOM OTKPhLIACh ABEPh COCEHEeH Y3KO0M TaBKu, HamyraB Taub YxudaHa.

W3 Heé BHIIIE MyKYHHA JIET COPOKA-TIATUAECITH B IJIETEHHIX CaHOaNnsIX. BHIIS Ha YIUITY, OH
CXKaJICs U BTSHYJ BO3AyX: «TCC, KaK XOJIOTHO».

Tanp YKudaH 101 YyOUBIEHHBIM B3T/ISH0M MYXKUYMHE MeJIEHHO ITONHSJICA C 3€MJIA U, CTapasich
COXPaHATh CIIOKOMCTBUE, CKa3all: «4l... IepBEl AeHb B ypaBe KalidbiHa. X0TEN CIPOCUTD, €CTh JIX
1100/IM30CTH MECTO, I'le MOXKHO... 3-3... OCTAHOBUTLCS Ha HOYb WJIU CHATD KUJIBE?»

B cnerka BeIIy4YeHHBIX T1a3aX MYyKUYUHbLI TPOMEJIbKHYJI XUTPhIM OTOHEK. OH HIMBITHYJT HOCOM U C
m060nBITCTBOM ITOCMOTPeN Ha Taub Uxkudaona: «4To? Xouelb CHATh XKUILE, B UMIIepaTOPCKYIO
akapemuio noctynath? OnuH Oyaemb XKUTh UIH?..»

Tanbs YKudaH eI1€ He OTOUIEN OT CIYYUBIIETOCS, @ MyKUMHA, YBUEB, YTO TOT He ITOX0XK Ha Goraua,
la elllé ¥ BHITJISAUT KaKUM-TO PACTEPSIHHBIM, TYT 3Ke IIOTEePSJI UHTEPeC U y&Ke coOupascs BEpHYThCS
B oM, HO TaHb YKM(pIH OCTAHOBHUII €r0: «Ii... momoxkauTe! ... 1 X04y 0CTaThbCS HAONTO, U JIy4Ille
O5I, YTOOB MeCTO OBIIO MOOOIbIIE, ¥ MOXKHO OBITIO ObI OTKPHITL HEOOIBIION OU3HEC...»

Myx4unHa TYT Ke 00epHYJICS, ero ra3a 3aropenuch: «Jlerko! ManeHbKUM TOCTIOOWH, KaKoe Y Bac
peMeciio? BupuTte, BOH TO ITOMeIIleHNE, B CaMOM KOHIIe, paHblile TaM Oblyla J1aBKa, e IpofaBajIu
MacJITHBIE JIEMENTKY, MOXKHO ITOCTaBUTL CEMb-BOCEMb CTOJIOB. Y MeHS TYT psAnoM MMmepaTopcKas
akazmemusi, 'ocymapcTBeHHAs aKaieMysi, MHOTO YYEHBIX IPUXOAST 3a efoi. BuxKy, BH TOXKe 4YeJI0BeK
00pa30BaHHbIH, CHUMETE 3[IeCh — TOYHO He IporagaeTe!»

Tanp YxkudaH, 110 IpaBe TOBOPS, eIlIé He Pelni, yeM OyieT 3aHUMaThCs. 3a HOJIrue TOObl OH
nepenpoOoBai noutu Bc€. OH He X0Tes ObITh Ha BUOY, HO ¥ HE MOT XKUTh B ITIOJTHOM yeAWHEHUU. BHTh
II0BApOM — 3TO ero crtapoe peMecso. [lomymMaTs TOIBKO, ITOCTIE CTOJIBKUX CKUTaHUU Y HETO CHOBa
MIOSIBUJICA IIIAaHC BEPHYTHCI K CTAPOMY HENy.

K Tomy Xke, TTIsIs B TY CTOPOHY, TOE KCUe3 TOT YeJI0BEeK, OH UyBCTBOBAJI, UTO TOT EIIE MOSBUTCS. A B
TIepeyike, rae coOMpaeTcss MOJIONEKb, HET MeCTa JIydiue Ans coopa nHGopMauuu, 4eM HeOobIast
TaBEpHa.

«Tam MoxHO xkuTh? CKOJIBKO cepeOpa B Mecsi? He cToit cTonbom, TOPryics!» — cTOUIIO eMy
IIOAyMaTh O CBOMX CIIyTHMKaX, KakK UX rojioca TyT XKe JOHECIIUCh U3 KOP3UHHL.

— O, a... B 9TOH JIaBKe eCTh I'le XKUTh, KAKOBa MeCsS4YHasl apeHsa? — CJI0BO B CJI0OBO ITOBTOPUII TaHb
YxudaH.

— ECTb... €CTb... IBa 3Taxa, MOXKHO XKUTb HaBePXYy, IPOCTOPHO. X, UTO MBI TyT CTOUM, BETEP B
JKUBOTe TynsieT. f Tebe nydlle MOKaxy, — MykK4YriHa ObLICTPO BOIIEI B JOM 3a KJTIOUaMHU, HAaKUHYI
elllé OOVH BaTHUK ¥ NOBEN TaHb YKK(3Ha B KOHEL ITepeyiKa.

Korga ux cumyaThl KCUE3JIM B TEMHOTE [JIMHHOTO ITepPeyJiKa, Ta caMas UCIyraHHas JOoIIab,
BbIOEKaBIIIas U3 HET0, MeIJIEHHO BEpHYIach KO BXOAy. B TeMHOTe €€ TeHb Ha CTeHe Haudasa OBICTPO
CKUMAaTbhCS, CTAHOBSICh BCE TOHbIIIE U [JIMHHEE, ¥ B KOHIIe KOHIIOB ITpeBpaTHiIach B IBYXT'0JIOBYIO



3M€EI, KOTOPad IHnIiejIa, BEICOBEIBAA A3LIK.

CrnenoM 3a Hel BhIIIeI HeOOBYaHO BEICOKMH U CUNIBHBIN MYyXKUMHA-MHO3eMell. Bonock! Ha 10y y Hero
ObLIM COPUTEL, @ OCTaJIbHBIE KOCH HEOPeXKHO CIafany Ha Iledd. B ero romy0oBaThIX I1a3ax CBETUIICS
3710Belui ICTPeOUHBIN B3TISAL.

OH TIOOHSN PYKY, ¥ OBYXTOJIOBas XKENTast 3Mest MOCITYIITHO 06BUIAaCh BOKPYT €T0 Tella ¥ 3aTUXJIa Ha
pyke. Myx4nHa xKe, TT0S Ha 3Melo, mpobopmoTat cebe moxm Hoc: «Xe-xe, KTO 3TO TeOs 0CTaHOBUI?»

XKenTaa 3Mes CHOBa 3amunesa. B e€ mactu OB 3aKaT MaJeHbKUY KJI0Y0K OyMaru, mogoOpaHHbIN C
3emnu. ['ma3a Myxuunb 6necHynu. OH TOCMOTpeN Ha OyMaXKy U 3agyMaiics. Uepe3 MIHOBEHUE OH
3aKpBII I'J1a3a, OIyLast pa3IMYHbIe TIOTOKK SHEPTHUHU B TOPOJE.

B ogHO MrHOBEHME B €T0 yIIIaX 3a3By4alid CMeX U3 pa3BlieKaTeNIbHBIX KBAPTAJIOB, B3NOXU U3 TEMHBIX
TIepeyIKoB, OeCcurclieHHbIe TOI0Ca, TIOJIHbIE CI€3, 6ECITOMOLTHOCTH U 60/H. «4... 1 He X049y Tak
IIPOCTO MPBITATh...» — OH TOYHO YJIOBUJI OMUH U3 9THX B3[I0XOB, IIOJHEIN CTPaxa.

VicKa:KEHHBIM ¥ CTPAHHBIN CUMBOJI TIOOHSJICS U3 JIQIOHU MYXKYUHbI, UCITYCKas KIyObl YEPHOU ITH.
MyX4nHa YCMEeXHYJICS U C CUJION IIPUXKAaJl PyKY K CTeHe U3 CHHEro Kupnuya.

YépHas 1y IOCTENEHHO Paccesyiach, ¥ Ha MPAYHOM JIMIle MYKYHWHBI [TOSIBUJIOCH BHIpAKEHUE
ynoBneTBopeHusi. OH 00epHYJICS U OTJIsiAeNiCs BOKPYT: «Thl He MOXKEIIb C HUM CIIPABUTHLCS, TaK fJaBai
nonpobyeM mo-gpyromy. Kak Hacu€T Toro, 4ToOB yCTPOUTh eMy ITpo0IeMbl ¢ 3aKoHOM? ...ITongem,
CXOUM Ha MOCT JIYHI[3UHB, TIOCMOTPHUM...»

Houb Obinia riry00KOM, ¥ OTPOMHBIE TSIZKEJBIE TOPOACKHIE BOPOTa C TPOXOTOM HaKOHEI 3aKPhUINCh. B
TEMHOTe 1o MocToM JIyHI[3UHL V¥ peku 1laiixs, Hepaneko ot Bopot Anoii IlTutisl, coBHo 6b1 Oponusia
XymeHbKas GUrypa — TOT CaMblif YUEHEIN, YTO YKa3asn gopory Taub Yxkudany. O 6pogun 3mech yxe
IlaBHO, KOT0-TO XK[aJl ¥ ayMaj 0 CBoEM. OH BeCh ApoKaJsl Ha XOJIOMHOM BETPY, KaK JIUCT.

«Ore1 yMep... KaKOU CMBICJI B TBOUX CTAPAHUAX?»
«ToI HEmouTuTeNneH! OH TeOs He MPOCTHUT!»

3UMHUI HOYHOU BeTep C JIeATHOU KPOIIKOU MPOHU3bIBal aKKypPaTHEIN, HO TOHKUY, KakK Oymara,
XaJyiaT MOJIOfOro yejoBeka. OH ObIJT HEBLICOK, OJiefieH, XY/ 10 KOCTEN U BEITJISIAEN TaK, CJIOBHO JIOJITO
6onen. OT xonopma ero ryosl gpoxanu. EMy BCE BpeMs Ka3ajloCh, YTO XPHUILIEIN TOJIOC IIeTYeT eMy Ha
yx0: «[Ipbiraii, Uou BHU3 U IIPOCH IIPOLIEHUS ¥ CBOEr0 OTIa!»

JIu1o oHoImM OBITIO B CJie3ax, HO ero riia3a Iocjie KOPOTKOI0 TOMYTHEHHUS CHOBA ITPOSICHUIUCE:
«Her... 1 He MOTY IIPHITHYTh, OTEI] BCE MeNa pagu MeHs, T He MOTY CAaThCs... CTONBKO JIET YCUITUH,
II0Ka 5 KUB, B OynmyIieM... B OyayiieM elne OymeT maHc...»

OH 0CTAHOBWIJICS, HO C3a[{ Pa3daliCs TUXUM roioc: «Y Te0s 00JIbIlle HET ITaHCa».

— THI He... KaK 3TO MOXKeIIb OBITh TH? — 9TOT T'0JI0C ObII TAK 3HAKOM, YTO IOHOIIIA MTHOBEHHO YTO-TO
noHsn. OH 00epHYJICS, ero riaa3a pacIupUIUCh OT yXKaca, ¥ 0T CUJIBHOTO TOJTYKa OH II0JIeTEeJ BHU3.
OH IpOTSAHYT PyKH, 6€CIOPSANOYHO XBaTas BO3AYX, U €r0 TeJI0 IOrPy3usIoch B JlefsHyo Boay. OH
faxe He yCIe KPUKHYTh «ITOMOTHTE>.
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