Beuepom 21-ro yucna E 1136l CHOBa ¥ CHOBa IIPOKPYYHXBAll B TOJIOBE I1aH. M3-3a 4pe3mMepHOoro
HEPBHOT'0 BO30YKIEHUS OH HE MOT COMKHYTh T'Jla3 BCIO HOYb. 22-T0 Ha4aJIiCs CUJIbHBIM CHeroman. Ha
ynutie GbIJIO TaK CyMpPa4yHO, OYATO y2Ke HaCTyIuiaa HO4Yb. [IpOHM3LIBAIOIIN IIKBAILHEIN BETEP C BOEM
OuI B OKHa, BpeMS OT BpeMeHU NOHOCUJICS TPECK JIoMalomuxcs BeTok. B ToT nensb E LI3kI TO U feno
TIOIXOUII K OKHY, IIPOTHpAJl 3all0TEBIIIee CTEKIIO U BIISAbIBAJICS HAPYXKYy, B OyIlIe MOJISCh, YTOOH
CHeronaj Imockopee mpekpaTtuics. Ho cHer He TONBKO He yTUXAJl, & BaJll BCE CUJIbHEE, IPO3s
IepepacTy B HACTOSIIYI0 CHEXHYIO Oypio.

ITocne 3aBTpaka Kponuk, cuOsi Ha MATKOM JUBaHEe, OYUCTHUII OT KOXKYPHI ST0JI0KO, Hape3as ero Ha
MeJIKHe MONbKH, CJIOKHUI B TPO3PavYHyI0 CTEKISHHYIO T1any u moctabui neped E L[351. ToT
TIOCJIYIIHO HAKOJION KyCOYeK 3yO0UMCTKOMN ¥ OTIIPaBuil B poT. CTOMIO 3y6aM BOH3UTHCS B MSIKOTh,
pa3garcs 3BOHKHIA XPYCT, ¥ POT HATIOHUIICS CJTaHKUM COKOM.

Kponuk coemnan rioToK MOJIOKa M, CKJIOHUB T'0JIOBY HaOOK, IpUHSJICS Ha0mIogaTh 3a TeM, Kak E 13wl
ecT s10710K0. B CBETINBIX pafyzKKax ero rjia3 Mepianud OnuKy. BEIsI0 COBEPIIEHHO HESICHO, 0 YEM OH
nymaert. E 11361 Ha MrHOBEHUE OlleTIeHelI, YCTaBUIICS B rila3a KponuKy, HO TYT Ke OTBEJT B3TJISAM:
cepptie OeleHo KOJIOTUIIOCh. XOTs TOJ0OHEBIE CIIEHE ITOBTOPSIIMCE U30 OHS B IEHb, ¥ OH ITPEKPACHO
3HaJI, 4To KponmuKy HpaBUTCS BOT TaK Ha HETO CMOTPETh — Befb AJISI TOTO, Ka3asiock, 110001 ero
TIOCTYTIOK OBIT MCTIOJTHEH 3a0aBbl, — CETOHS BCE ObII0 MHaye... OH [0 omypu Oosics, yto Kpomuk
pasrafaeT ero 3aMbICeJl, 3aMETUT XOTh MaJIeUIInuY IPU3HAK ero HaMepeHus.

K cuacTrio, KpOJ'II/IK He CTaJl €eT0 JOHUMATh. ‘-Iepe3 HECKOJIbBKO MUHYT OH B34JI OJWH U3 MHO2K€eCTBa
IIO3THYECKUX C60pHI/IKOB, JIEKaBINNX Ha XKYPHAJIbBHOM CTOJIMKE, U ITPUHAJICA €TI0 JIUCTATh.

— CHer Takoy CUIbHBIM. [T0X0XKe, CerofiHs Ha 0XOTY MBI He TIOMIEM... — ITPOU3HEC OH.

— CHer npekpaTtutcs, — Bo3pas3un E L35

'maza Kponuka M30THYIUCH B YIIHIOKE:

— Tebe Tak CUJIbHO X04eTCH Ha 0XO0Ty? B Tako# X007 KUBOTHEIE, HABEPHOE, [JaXke He BLICYHYTCS U3
HOP.



— Kaxk TONbKO CHer IIPEKPATUTCHA, 3BEPHU IMOKAXKYTCA.

— A Ha KakKoe XHBOTHOE X04eT MO00XOTUThCS a-1I3k1?

— Ha kponuxka.

Kpomnuk ycmexHyncs:

— BoT Kak... Ha KpojrKa. A MHe TyT Kak pa3 [I0MaJioCh Ha I'la3a CTUXOTBOPEHHUE, OHO TakK U
Ha3blBaeTcad — «Kponuk». Hanrcana sAmoHCKas mostecca TocuKo Xupara. f 9uTan ero MHOTO JIeT
Ha3aj, OHO U BIPSIMb BeCbMa HEAYPHO.

— fcHo.

— A-1I3b HEUHTEDPECHO?

— U o uém xe oHO?

— O camoit 06bI4HOM 0X0Te. MICTOPUS 0 TOM, KaK JIMCa OXOTUTCS Ha Kponuka. [[epXKu, IpodTH.

C atumu crnoBamu Kpomnuk mpoTsuyn c6opuuk E L35I, cl1agko 3eBHYI, TOBEPHYJIICS U, OCTaB U3
SIIIMKA OKUCK, BKIIOYHUI ero. ITo Oblyla PeIUruo3Has My3blka — O4eHb 3HaKoMas E 1I3bI ¥ ropsiuo uM
mobumasi. Menonusi pa3oM 3ariymuia IyM Hemoroasl. Kponmuk BKimounst e€ BrepBele. Korma aTa
IUBHOM KPacoThl My3bIKa JOCTUTIA ciayxa E 1I3bI, ero BOpyr 0XBaTUIIO HETIPEOHOIMMOe KeJlaHue
pacriakaThCs.

Kaszanoch, B 9T MTHOBEHUS ChIpasi, TeCHas ¥ MpayHas KOMHaTa IIpeBpaTuiach B xpaM. Bce



IIOCTOPOHHUE LITYMHI YTOHYJIU B MY3HIKe, @ BCe TOPECTH U JIeleHsIIHe OYIIY Y2Kackl, TePekUTHE 3a
3TH MecCSIbl, 00pPaTHUIKUCh TPU3PAYHEIMU TEHSIMH CHA. BCsS ThMa pacKojojiack Ha MUPHUAABl OCKOJIKOB
B ny4Yax 602KeCTBEHHOT'0 CBETA, YTOOB BOCIIAPUTDH B PO30BHIX JIyYax YTPEHHEN 3apy U PACCHITATLCS B
mpax...

E 1135 3HaJ, YTO CUMBOJIM3UPYET 3Ta My3hlKa. [lepepoxkneHne, Hagexny u 61arocioBeHre Ha
BEUHYIO XXKU3Hb. Kakas yucrasi, Kakas npekpacHas Menonusi. E LI3bl BIrISHYIT Ha CUASIIET0 PSIOM
yeJioBeKa, ¥ CUTyallus IoKa3ajiack eMy 10 abcypaa upoHu4HOM. «E YsHCH, KaK Thl, TaKON
y2KacCalolIi YeI0BEK, CMEEIIh JTIOOUTh CTOJIb U3BICKAHHYI0 MY3bIKY?»

Kponuk, Ka3anocs, COBEpPIIEeHHO He 3aMevall HeHaBuCTU E 1135

— HpaButcsa? — TUX0 CIPOCHUI OH.

E 113wl He oTBeTUN. KPOnuUK, Moxoxe, ¥ He XKOaJl OTBETA, a JINITh HETPOMKO IIPOU3HEC:

— MeHS4 KJIOHUT B COH. MOXKHO 1 IT0JIeXy y TeOs Ha KoneHsx? — He moxkupasch 0TBeTa, OH OIyCTUII
rosioBy Ha 6€émpa E LI3b1 u yKyTascs B mef. — Bcerga xoTesn BOT Tak mocnarth... M mpaBa, 04eHb
yioTHO. — [lymucras Makyinka Kponuka €ép3ana Ha KoneHsXx E 1135, a caM oH ynbibancs, CIIOBHO
MaJibiii pe6€HOK. [IpOBO3UBIINCE KAKOE-TO BPeMs, OH, KaXKeTCs, HaKOHell Halll€N ueaabHOe
nonioxxenue. OH iexXal Ha CIIMHE, YCTPOUB rojioBy Ha 0exgpax E [[3b1. HakoHen 0H 3aKpHII I/1a3a: —
A-11351, pa3byou MeHs, KOTOa CHET IPEeKPaTUTCS.

Tak Kponuk u mpocman Bcé yrpo. E 11361 mog 6eCKOHEYHO TOBTOPSIIOMIUICS MOTHB ¥ CaM ITPOBAJIAIICS
B COH. Ero My4yusnu TSK€Enble, THETYIINE CHOBUIEHUS: OH 6€30CTAHOBOYHO THAJICS 3a KAKHUM-TO
YeJI0BEKOM, HO BCE HUKaK He MOT ero norHaTh. E 1[3bI UCIIBITHIBAT HEOOBSICHUMYIO MYKY, Cepplie
CKMMaJIOCh OT HEBRIHOCUMOI Tymo# 60mu. OH makas, ¥ pa30yaui ce6s cOOCTBEHHBIMU BCXJIUIIAMU.

[TpOCHYBIINCE, C HEBEPOSITHBHIM U3yMJIEHHEM 00HAPYKUII, UTO €ro JIUIIO 3aJIUTO Clie3aMu. B3rnsHys
Ha Yachkl, OH IIOHSJ, YTO yKe 3a IoJfgeHb. [Irsixanue Kponrka ocTaBasioch POBHEIM — OH BCE €eIlIé
cHal.



E 1136l 3aX0Ten0Ch MUTh, ¥ OH CHEeNall mapy riI0TKOB BOAbl. MebKHYIIa MBICITh TPOBEPUTH, HE
TIepecTart JIu CHET, HO IBUTATLCS COBEPIIEHHO He X0Tes0Ch. E LI3b1 uyBCTBOBA cebsi 04eHb CTPAHHO.
[To mpaBpe ToBOPS, OH U caM yKe He Mor ce0st moHsTh. OH Befib TaK CHJIbHO HeHaBuguT Kponuka! Ho
noyeMy, Korga Kponuk cnar, €xka y Hero Ha KOJeHsX, B KakKrie-To MrHOBeHu s E LI3vl BOpyT olryian
cyacTtbe?!

OH CTONBKO pa3s Bupen nuilo Kpomuka — U BCE Ke eMy U Telleph X0TeJI0Ch CMOTPETD Ha 3TO JIKIIO,
BIledaTaTh B IIaMITh KaXAyi0 YEPTOUKY, 3alIOMHUTD TEIJIO €T0 AbIXaHUS, 3alIOMHUTD TSAXKECTh €T0
TeJla, 3alIOMHUTE, KaK IOIParuBaioT ero PeCHHUIIEL. ..

Emé yTpoM OH Tak HaflesJICs, UTO CHET IPEeKpPaTUTCs... A Ternepb 00sICS, YTO CHETONask
3aKOHYUTCA... OueHb 60smcs... [1y00Ko BHYTPH, Ka3al10Ch, 3By4as I'0J0C, TBEPAUBIINN eMY:
«Ommobka! 970 ommubka! OcraHoBuck! OcTanoBuch! ITycTh BCE 3aMpET B 3TOM MrHOBeHUu! 3a0ymb 0
feccMEBICTIEHHOY HEHaBUCTH, OCTAHOBU BCE IIPSIMO ceiyac, pa3Be Tak He nyuiie? Pa3Be Tak He OymeT
Jyyqiie?»

Her... Bcé He Tak! E L1361 oTcTpanma ot ce0s Kponvka, MOMHSICS HAa HOTH, BIIETIMIICS IaJIbllaMHU B
BoJiockl. OH IIaran u3 yria B yroj, JpoxkKaluMy rybamMu HeBHSITHO 6opModa 4To-To cebe mmof Hoc. «E
11351, uTO ¢ ToOOI? TH 3a0BIJI, YTO MOJIZKEH CHelaTh ceronus? Trl O0JIbIIe He Xo4ellb CBOOOIE? 3a0blI
TeX MOTUOIIUX CTApHUKOB? 3abblT, YTO OH cKasan? Ecnu Tak mo#géT masbllle, OH Belb MOXKET YOUTh U
Te0s1, moHUMaels? TBOSI ceMbsi, TBOE Oynyliee — Tebe BCE 3TO OOJblle He HyKHO? X04elllb HaBceraa
ocTaThCs B3anepTu? Heyxkenu T Tak IPOCTO CHAIIBCS ?»

CoycTst gecsiTh ¢ HebombimuM MUHYT E L1351 BHOBE 00pén camoobnaganue. OH MOAOIIET K OKHY,
IIPUOTKPHIT CTBOPKY, BRITJISTHYJT HAPYKY, ¥ YTOJIKK ero ry6 Me[IeHHO IOMoJ3iu BBepx. CHeroman
IPEKPATHUIICS. BEITTISTHYIO CONHIIE.

)%k

Ha 0x0Ty OHM OTIIPaBHIMCH yKe Ha 3aKaTe. CKBO3b PA3PHIBH B TEMHBIX Ty4aX JIMJICSI PO30BHIM CBET.



Menkue CHEXKWHKY MJIaBHO KPYZXKHUIINCE B MATKHUX JIy4daX. bremHO-3010THUCTOE, OpPaHXEeBO-KPaCHOE
CusiHue IIOCTEIIEHHO Pa3paCTajioCh, 1 COBCEM CKOPO BECh 0eI0CHeKHEIN MHD OKPACHIICA B €I0 TOHA.

Kponuk BEN mof y3aIsl 4EPHYIo nomanas. OH mén HaBcTpeuy E L3k, ¥ Ha ero nuile urpana yisioka. E
L1351 cMoTpen Ha npubnauxatomierocs Kponmka, 4yBCTBys JIETKOe TooBoKpyxKeHue. Ha Kponuke 0wt
YEPHBIM ITYX0BUK, CepeOpuCTO-cephlit mapd, 6eT0CHEXKHEIN CBUTED, CBETIIO-Cephle OPIOKU U BHICOKHE

cBeTIo-ceprie 60THHKY. ET0o KoXkKa Obllla 04eHb OJIeIHOM, a ClIeTKa OTPOCIIHE BOJIOCH B JIy4axX COJIHIA
OTJIUBAJIH 30JI0TOM.

Jlomags napy pa3 ¢ripkHyTa. Kponuk ¢ yasi0KoM moxJIonat e€ Imo 1ee, a 3aTeM MOJHST B3rIAn Ha E

L35I

— A-II351, TeOe X0JIOgHO?

E 11351 mOKau4as rojIoBOM.

— V 1ebst 0T MOPO3a IIOKPaCHEe HOC.

CxkazaB 3T0, OH 0e3 Majnenmux Konebauuit CHsn ¢ cebs mapd, mogouén u 06MoTasn ero BOKpYT meu E
L1351, B aTo MruoBenue E 1131 BOpPyT MOYYBCTBOBAJ CUJIbHOE NIOoTpsiceHue. Kazanock Obl, OH yXKe
IaBHO MOJI2KEH GBI K 9TOMY IIPUBEIKHYTh ¥ OYE€PCTBETD, HO Ceiyac eMy BCIIOMHMIIOCH, Kak Kponuk
BCcerga 0e3 pa3myMuil OTgaBal eMy BCE caMoe BKYCHOE, KaK MOJT4a TePECTUPHIBAJI BCE €T0 BEILH, KakK
TOTOBUJ ey — ¥ HY pa3y HU Ha YTO He IT0XKaJ0BaCs.

— [ToueMy THI TaK Ha MeHS CMOTPHUILL? — C HeloyMeHueM crpocuil Kponuxk.

E LI3®l OmyCTHUII TOJIOBY, ¥ €T0 B3TJISAH CIy4alHO yIall Ha CTapoe OXOTHHYbE PYXKbE 3a CIIMHOU
Kponuka. Torga oH cosrai:

— 4 mpocTo elé He yMEeIO MOJIb30BaAThCS PYKbEM.



— 970 nerxko, s Te0s1 Hay4yy. — Kponuk ogHUM NETKUM IMPHIKKOM BCKOYHUJI Ha KOHS, a 3aTEM I10-
IKEHTIbMEHCKY MPOTSAHYI PYKY E 113HL.

OHU BOBOEM MYaJIMCh BEPXOM II0 3aCHEXKEHHOM paBHUHE. UTOOH He ynacTh, E 1131 GBI BHIHYKOEH
Kpenko 06xBaTuTh Kponuka. 3amax, ©CXOnuBIINH oT Tena Kponmuka, OB CIUIIKOM 3HAKOMBIM — J10
TAKOH CTelleHH, YTO rOJI0Ba Ijla KPYroM, a B rja3ax MIKNajo OT NOACTYIUBIINX CIIE3.

Kak MUHMMYM pa3a TPU OH HAIPoub 3aOkIBAJl O CBOEH ey, 3a0bIBasl, TOe OH HaXOOUTCS. Pa3 msaTh
€My XOTeJI0Ch BCE OPOCUTD, XOTEJIOCh CKa3aTh Kponuky: «JlaBali BepHEMCS». Pa3 mecsaTh Y HeTo u
BOBCE BO3HUKAJIO XkKeJlaHue cka3aTb Kponuky: «IIpocTu, mpoctu MeHs». Y 0oOpyio COTHIO pa3 OH
XOTeJI 0OTOPOCUTD BCE, KPETIKO MpUkKaTh K cebe 3TOro YeoBeKa, IOIeI0BaTh €0 — II0IeNI0BaTh I10-
HAaCTOsIIeMy, KaK yxKe JaBHO He feall.

Ho xorga 6e30 BCAKOT0 NpeRynpexaeHus TPSHYI BEICTPeN U3 pyxkbsa Kponuka, E LI3b B ogHO
MTHOBEHME OYHYJICS OT HaBaXaeHus. K 9ToMy MOMEHTY JIOIIafb yXKe ocTaHoBUach. E 1351, CJI0BHO
OT ucmyra, TyT xe oTnyctuia Kponuka. [Ipomno Kak MUHUMYM MIOJIMHUHYTEHL, IIPEXe YeM OH THUXO
CIIPOCHIL:

— Iloman?

— Co6exart. [laBait TOOXOTUMCS 3[ECh, TYT MHOT'O JUKUX KPOJIUKOB.

— Xopotiio.

E 113wl crienmmuiIcs ¥ CHeial HeCKOJIBKO IIaroB Blepéen. M B camoM fiene, HEMOJANEKY [0S IePEBOM OH
3aMeTHJI Ceporo KpojuKa — KpPymHOro 1 ynutaHHoro. Kponuxk npotsauyn E 11361 pyxbe. Ho E 1135 He
B3s1J1 er0. HensBecTHO moueMy, HO eMy OBIJIO CTPAIIHO [aXe MPUKaAcaThCs K 9TOM BEIllH.

— Crpendii TH, g He yMelo, — IPOU3HEC OH.



— 4 1ebs Hayuy.

Cxka3as 310, Kponuk ofHOM PYKOH B3SJ PyXKbE, a OPyroi o0xBaTum nensHele pyku E 11351, moMoras
eMy IIPaBUIIbHO IepXKaTh opyxkue. Kpomuk, 6yoyuu Beimie E LI3bI, cTOSIT y HEro 3a cruHou, u E 11351
OIIyIIaJ faBsIiee 4YyBCTBO yrpo3kl. OpHako rojoc Kponmka 3Bydan MATKO, eBa CJIeTeB C I'y0, ero
CJI0Ba PaCTBOPSUIACH B 3UMHEM BeTpe, Hecsi ¢ co60 J1érkoe Temno. OH IPOU3HEC:

— 711 HOBUYKOB CTPpeIATh CTOSA OOBOJIBHO CJIOZKHO. HpI/ICﬂI[B, a-L135l.

E LI3n IIOCJIYIIHO OIIYCTHUJICA Ha KOPTOYKH.

— YyTb-uyTh IO#aM JIeBYI0 HOTY BIepen. [1a, BOT Tak. Temeps 00K YKa3aTeIbHBIN IIajel] paBoi
PYKU Ha CIIYCKOBOY KPIOYOK, & BeC PyKbs TIepeHeCU Ha JeBHl 10KoTh. He packauuBaticsi. Kpemnue
IepKUCh 3a Mara3uH, a IPUKIaf IJIOTHO IPUXMY K IIJIe4eBOY BIaguue... OTIMYHO.

Kponuk roBopui MoaymenoToM, Ha OOHUX MPUAbIXaHUSIX. C KaXKIbIM IIPOU3HECEHHBIM CIIOBOM
ropsiuee mrixaHue oBeBasno yxo E 113w, 6pocas ero B xkap. [Tocne aToro Kponuk erré 4To-To 00bsICHSIT
1po otpayy, HO E L3k coBepiieHHO ero He cinyluan. Ha camoM gene, pa3se mor E L3k He yMeTh
CTpensaTh? BrIpociuInii B CTOIh HEOOIYHOM CeMbe, OH BIIEPBHIE B35JI B PYKH OpYyXKUe elll€ BO BTOPOM
KJlacCe HayaJIbHOM IITKOJIH, a K IATOMY KJIacCy ero CTOMKa IIpu CcTpesnb0e Onlna yxe
0e3yKopru3HEeHHOU. M mycKall OH MHOTO JIET He Opaics 3a opyXkKue, MbIIlIeYHas IaMsATh U OIIyIleHue
OpYXKUS HUKYy[a He IeIUCh.

HaneTen ouyepenHOM MOPHIB IEASTHOTO BeTPa, ¥ Kponuk BAPyr CKoOMaHgoBal npsiMo Ha yxo E 113b:

— Crpensiu.

E 11351 Haxkam Ha KypoK. OTHaya y OXOTHUYbET0 PYXKbsl OKa3asiaCh MOIIHOM — IIJIEY0 0TO3BAJIOCh
pe3Koit 601b10. 'poX0T BEICTpENa ObLJT TAKUM OTJIYIIUTEIBHEIM, YTO, Ka3aJI0Ch, BOT-BOT CTPSIXHET BECh
CHET C BETBEU [JePEBLEB.



Kponuk mo6ezxkai BIepén, MOTHSI IIOACTPEIeHHOT0 3alila 3a YUK U YIIBIOHYTICS:

— Mowu no3apasnenus, a-1I3b1. Twl cripaBucs.

E L35I mOCMOTpeNT Ha HEero ¥ KUBHYJ, HO yNBIOHYThCA He cMor. CrpaTaB fo0e4y, Kponmuk
noBepHyJica K E L1350

— CrnepmyroLui BEICTPeI CAeJIaelllb CaM.

— Yry.

Ckaszas 310, Kponuk nomen Buepén, noBepHyBIIUCH K E 11361 cnuHO#. Ero cuiyat nmasHO
IIOKayXBascs Ha HoHe 3aCHeXKEeHHOM paBHUHEL. C KaxXk[bIM IIaTOM OH OCTaBJISAN B TJTy0OKOM CHETY
OTYETIIMBEIE Cllefbl. XOJIOOHBIM BEeTEp TPenas ero BOJIOCH, o0Haxas OJ1efHYI0 KOXY Ha 3aThIIKe.
CnycTts HekoTopoe BpeMs Kponuk ob6eprysics u momaxan E 11361 pykoi. OueBUOHO, OH BRICTIEIUTT
HOBYIO JOOBIYY.

E 113wl TOXe ero yBumen: abcomoTHO 6enoro, HeoOkYaiHO KPaCUBOT0 3BEphKa. Kponuk cupen
TIOCPEY CHEXKHOM IOJISTHEI ¥ YTO-TO JKeBaJl, Cy[s 110 BCEMY, COBEPIIEHHO He MOfI03peBas, UTo K HeMy
npubIMKaeTcss 0XOTHUK. KpONMKuK 0CTOPOXKHO, IIar 3a IIaroM, Hadajl IOAKPagkBaThCS K OeoMy
3BEPHKY.

E 11361 MeqeHHO TOTHSI PyKbe. Ero cepaie KOmoTunock Tak 0eleHo, 4To K TOPIy MOACTYIuIa
TomrHOTa. CJIOBHO OT Pe3KOro yIagKa CHJI, Iepef rJla3aMu BCE PacCIIbIBaloCh. B yIax cTosn
HA30MJIMBHIM, pa3apaxarmuii 380H. Ho Oy7o ero pyxns OblJI0 HaBeieHO He Ha 0eI0T0 KPOJIuKa,
cupgeslIero Ha cHery. OH LIeJIUIICS B BHICOKYIO purypy myxuuHbl. B Kponuka. [Ipsmo eMy B ceppie.

Kpomnuk cTosis1 K HeMy CIIMHOM, ¢ ybI0OKOM Habonas 3a 3BepbKoM. [1asen E L1351 €T Ha CIIyCKOBOM
KPIOYOK, TeJI0 Hayasa OUTh KpynHas Apoxkb. B HOCY U ria3ax 3aIuianno, ¥, caM TOT0 He 3aMedasi, OH
TI03BOJIMJI CJIe3aM XJIBIHYTh U3 IJ1a3.



OH X0TeJ 0TKa3aThCs OT CBOEH 3aTeH, IIepPeBecTy MpHIlesl 00paTHO Ha 6eJ10ro 3BepbKa, HO BAPYT
TIOYYBCTBOBAJI IaBJIEHKE, CJIOBHO KaKasi-TO HEBUAMMAS CHUJIa MPUHYKIANa ero K feicTeuio. CI0BHO
youiicTBo Kponuka ObIsIO IIPeApeIneHo CBHIIIE, CJIOBHO 3TO Oblyia cyabba, KOTOPYIO OH He B CHIaX
HN3MEHUTh.

[Toka E LI3b1 Tep3anu MyuuTeIbHbIE COMHEHUS, KponuK... BHe3anmHO 00epHyscs. [TpocTo CTOsI 1
cmotpen Ha E LI3w1. Ha cTBOJ pyXKbsi, HallpaB/IeHHBIN eMy B I'PyOb. YIbI0Ka B OJHO MTHOBEHUE
ncyessia C ero nuia. Ero Kpacuskle rila3a MefjIeHHO PACIIMPUIIUCD OT II0Ka... «OH yBugen... OH Bcé
moHsI... YTo memath? YTo XkKe menats?!» bax!

E 1I3®l ycpilian IPOH3UTENbHEIYA BCKPUK. Ho u3pan ero He Kponuk. Kasanocs, 3T0 3aKpryai TOT
cambii Oesbli KPOJIMK Ha CHETY... A BepHee CKa3aTh — 3TO 3aKpUyajl OH caM. ITOT PBYIIUH OyIIy,
OTYASTHHBIN BOIIJIb BRIPBAJICS U3 €ro COOCTBEHHOTO Cepilia.

Kpomnuk 3axarn XUBOT pyKaMu. ['ycTas SIpKo-anasi KUAKOCTh XJIBIHYJIa U3 PaHbl, CTPEMUTEIIBHO
IIPOTIMTHIBAS MTOMOJT OEJIOCHEKHOT'0 CBUTEPA U CBeT/ble Opioku. OmHAKO Ha ero yuile 60sbiie He ObIIO
HU CJIeJla HeaBHEeTro III0Ka — HAIPOTUB, OHO CTaJI0 abCOIOTHO 6€3MSTEXKHBIM, CJIOBHO OH y2Ke IaBHO
IpeaBHUAes Takou ucxom. CIIOBHO JaBHO BO3BBICHIICS HAJl BCEM MHUPCKHUM.

— HaxkoHel-To THl BEICTPeNu, a-1I35l... 3Haellb, KaK JOJIro 5 3TOro Xkpaan?

B ronose E 11351 651710 aOCOJTIOTHO IIYCTO, OH He TIOHUMAJI, 0 YEM TOBOPUT KpOJuK.

— Kaxppili meHb... T IymMall 0 TOM, KaKOM Ke Thl BCE-TaKU MUJILINA. TH Belb TaK MEHS HeHaBUOUIII,
TOTOB XOTh CeM4ac pa3opBaTh Ha KYCKH... HO IIPXA 3TOM... TBOE CEPAIle BCE PABHO [APOTHYJIO, U TH
HUKaK He pelrascsd... Xa-xa... JHaelllb, a BeOb TaKoX (puHaI He TaK yX IIJI0X... EC/u... Tl He MOXKEeIIb
OOUTH MEHS... KUBOTO, TOTA... yOeil MeHs... CBOUMH pyKaMu... COBCEM KaK B TOM CTUXOTBOPEHUHU. ..
Thl Befib y2Ke yuTan ero, npaspa?.. To cTuxoTBOpeHue... KX...

Kponuka BEIpBano KPOBBIO, HO OH KaK HU B YEM He OBIBaJIO yTEP I'yObl pyKaBoM. C TPyoOM IATSChH
Ha3af, oH cMoTpent Ha E 1138l ICHEIM, B3TJIAOM IOIYIIPUKPHITHIX IJI1a3, a ero lepernaykadHble KPOBLIO
T'yOHI IIenTanu CTPOKU cTuxoTBopeHud. g E L[3b1 Kaxkoe CI0BO 3By4Yasio Kak CTpPaLIHOe
[IPOKJIATHE:



— «CTaHb TUCOM ¥ CHEITh MeHs... Haligu MeHs, CKauyIero 1mo CHery, IXPOKO PACKPOX HATUTHIE
KPOBBIO I'Jla3a ¥ TOHUCH 3@ MHOM».

IoroBopus, Kponuk 6pocursncs 6exaTs 6e3 ornsigku. YEPHYI0 KYPTKY OH y2Ke CKUHYI, U celyac Ha
HEM OCTABAJICS JIUIIb 0EJTOCHEKHBIN IIIePCTSIHOM CBUTEP. B TaKOM BUle OH U B CAMOM [IeJie ITOXOOUI
Ha Kponuka. Ha paHeHoro KpoJsuka.

E L35I moTepsin cioco6HOCTh CO00pazxkaTh, B €ro rojoBe 061710 a0COMI0THO ITycTo. Bece MbIcn
ucye3nu. OH He 3HAJ, 4TO feflaTh, U OeUCTBOBAJ, IIOBUHYSICh MHCTUHKTAM: CXKUMas B PyKaX PYXKEbE,
OH 1mo0ezKaJ 110 KpOBaBOMY CJIefly.

Kponuk mgBurasncs kyna o6sictpee, HO E L35I He criemmi, moToMy 4To 3Han: Kponuk 6ymeT XKaath,
1I0Ka OH OpocuTcs B moroHio. [laxke korma Kponuk 6vi1 yKe maneko, E LI3bl mpooKarn CIblaTh
IPSIMO HaJl YXOM €ro rojioC, YUTAIIUNM TO CTUXOTBOPEHUE.

«41 yberato, 4TOOBI THI IIPECTIENOBAJI, 5 TO U AEJI0 OTJISIOLIBAIOCh, YTOOH YBUIETH TBOM CHUIIYIT.

Jlerko ckauy, JIerKo cKauy, ceparie 6elIeHo CTY4ur.

Vi HacToOpoKe, s MPEUCIIOIHEeH TUKOBAHUS.

ThI XKemaelllb MeHs, Tak APOCTHO, TaK COCPENOTOYEHHO 'OHUIIILECA 3a MHOI».

KpoBu Ha cHery cTaHOBUJIOCH BCE Oosbine. OHa MOX0Ouia Ha paclycKaloIuecs Iocpenu 0elru3Hb
KpacHbIE JIOTOCHL — OJUH 3a APYTUM, — IIbUIaIIe 10 CaMOro rOpu30HTa. BpeMs oT BpemMeHu
MeJIbKaJl CIIOTRIKAIUIUNCS CuTyaT Kponmuka. BeiOexkaB u3 neca, GuUrypka okasaaach Ha OTKPHITOM
IIPOCTPAHCTBE.

ComnHLe KJIOHUJIOCH K 3aKaTy, HaJ BEICOKMMU ropaMu MoBucia paayra. Kakas npekpacHas pagyra,
KakKou yynecHbIN nmensax. [lepuonudecku E 11361 Kpuyan, ymonasa Kponuka octaHoBUTECS. OH U caM



He TTOHKMaJl, TPOCUT 00 3TOM, YTOOH! JOOUTE MM YTOOH! CIIAaCTH, JKaKAeT Yero-To Uik B OTYASHUU OT
Hen30exHOro. CTOUT JI1 0CTaHOBUTHCS? EIE He M030HO MOBEPHYTh Ha3ayn? MoXKHO 1 HadyaTh BCE
cHavasna? HeyxXemnu OoH Tak ycTas, 4To 00JIbllle He BUTUT BO BCEM 3TOM HUKAKOTO CMEICTIA?

OH He 3aMeyar], YTO IJIaYeT U CMEETCS, CIIOBHO CyMaciienumui. A rojgoc Kponuka BCE HalIENTHBAT
€My Ha yX0 XYTKOe CTUXOTBODEHUE.

«Hu 3a 4TO0 He cmaBaiic.

[Tycts compaHa KoXa Ha janaX, IyCTh Tl CIOTKHYJICS O KOPATY U yIlal — CO0epUCh C CUJIaMu U
IIPOMOJIKAY IIOTOHIO.

[Togymait 0 TOM, KakK BKYCHO MO€ MSICO, BCIIOMHHU BKYC JOOBIYY, IOMMAHHOM CIYCTSI TPY OHS TOJI0IA.
Most 10Tk HeOOBYaHO BKYCHA.

3UMHUeE TOPHI YKPBITHL OEJIBIM CHETOM.

31mech OCTaIMCh TOIBKO MBI BOBOEM, ¥ OOJIBIIIE HUKOT'O — [0 CAaMOT'0 KOHIIA.

¢ BCE BpeMs XKfall 9TOro MOMEHTa.

Iaxe 3Has, YTO THl HUKOTMA He JIIO0MI MEHS II0-HAaCTOSAIIEMY».

ToHanmbHOCTE CTHXa M3MeHuack. E 11351, Ka3amoch, ObIJT CMepTeIbHO HanyraH. Ero gbixaHue CTaso
emé 0ojiee TPEPLIBUCTHIM, I'0JI0BA pacKajbiBaiaCck OT HEBRIHOCHMOM 6011, OTOPOCUB PYKbE, OH
TJIyXO NPOphIYalt:



— 3amonyn!

Ho ronoc mpomomxai: «Tel 0TKA3aICs OT MEeHs, IPSIMO KaK OHM — He 3aMedall MeHs, He BLIOuparl
MeHSI, Ipeaa MeHs».

XBaTHUT...

«Ho pa3Be 3T0 uMeeT 3HaueHue? [10 KpaliHel Mepe cerdac eCTb TOJIbKO TH U SI».

XBatur!

«ITo KpaliHeit Mepe celyac Thl BUAMIID TOIBKO MEHS, U S MOTY aHTa3UpPOBaTh, YTO ThHI JIFOOUIITH
MEHS».

3aTKHUCH!

«JIro0uIIL MeHs, MIOOUIIL MeHs, JTIIOOUIIbL MeHS, TI00UIIL MEHI».

3aTKHUCH!

«JII00UIIL TOJIBKO MEHS».

Hert!... 3aTKHUCH, Ma 3aTKHUCH XKe ThI!

«JI00HUIIb TOJTEKO MEHSI».



— A-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a! — E LI3bI HakoHeI] copBaics. C IOKpaCHEBIIMMY I'Jla3aMu,
3alMBasiCh Cjle3aMH, OH UCTOLIHO 3aBOIWJI, Bllafas B UCTepPUKYy. Ho pe3ko 3amoinyari, yCabllIaB 3BYK
BBEICTpPEJIA.

B nosueiinem 1moke oH 00epHYJICS ¥ BAPYT YBUOET YeI0BeKa, KOTOPHIH LIETUIICS B HETO U3 PYXKbS.
ITUM 4eI0BEeKOM... 0OKa3aucsa Kponuk? Kak Takoe Bo3MOxkKHO? UYTo npoucxogut? Pa3se Kponuk He
paHen? [loueMy Ha 4eJioBeKe C PyKbEM HU LlapanuHbl? Hu Kannm KpoBu?

Ho BpemeHu Ha pa3myMbs He ocTaBajock. E 113b1 BCKOYMIT U, 06e3yMeB, OpOCHIICS BIIEPEN U30 BCEX
CHIL.. BarpoBoe ConHIle HAKOHEI] CKPLIIOCh 3a TOPaMy, BeCh MU OKPACHUJICS B XOJIOMHbEIE TOHA, MOPO3
YCHTTHIICS.

E L1351 Gezkan oueHb GBICTPO, ¥ BCKOPE IIPeCiieoBaTesb ucue3 13 BUAYy. EqBa OH Hayaja COMHEBATHCS,
He OBUT JTU TOT YeJIOBEK TaJITIoNUHAIMel, KaK CHOBa 3aMETHJT Ha CHETY MsTHA KPoBu. Uas mo
KpPOBaBOMY CJIe[ly, OH HaKOHeI-To Hawmén Kponuka. ToT y1exkas, TPUCIOHUBIINCE K CTBOJLY OTPOMHOTO
nepeBa. Ero Geneiit cBUTEp OBLI IPONUTAaH KPOBbIO, JIUIIO CTaJIO0 IMyratolle 61egHEIM. PECHUIE U
BOJIOCHI TIOKPBIIMCh HHEEM, OTYET0 OH Ka3aJiCsl MEPTBELIOM, OPOIIeHHEIM B CHeraX. [I04yBCTBOBaB,
Kak pyka E LI3b1 KocHymach ero meku, Kponuk ¢ TpymoM NpUOTKPHI TJ1a3a U, TS Ha Hero,
YIBIOHYJICS:

— HaxoHel-To TH MeHs mouMart... YTo XK, 0CTaJICs BCETr0o OOUH, ITOCTIeqHUN Imar: yoei MeHs. Torma
MOE JKeJlaHWe UCIIOJHUTCS, a Tebe... Tebe mopa mpockHnaThes. ITpaBma, HEMHOTO Xallb... Befb BCé
MOJIZKHO OBIIIO 3aKOHYHUTHCS TOJIBKO ITEPBOT0 (eBpars... 4 Tak XOTell MOOLITE C TOOOH eI1lé HEMHOTO.

B sToT Mur B co3Hanue E L35I XIBIHYIO CAUIIKOM MHOTO 3MOLKii, 00pa30B U BocrioMuHaHui. OH
HAKOHEII-TO BCE MOHs. OMyCTHUB I'0JIOBY, CKOJIb3HYJI IaJIbIlaMu 110 Iy KpoiuKa u BUENUIICS B €r0
nneyu. Ero Ouna KpymHas Opoxsb. KpymHbie, 00KUTa0IIe ToOpsSYyre Kalljid CKAaThIBAIKACh 110 ero
IIleKaM, Iaflajii B CHET ¥ MI'HOBEHHO ITpeBpalllaiuch B J1€d. Kponuk mocMoTpes Ha Hero u yCTajo
CIIPOCHIT:

— TuI BcmomHMI, a-11381?

Ot aroro Bompoca E L35 HaKOHEIl pa3phiaics B rojIoC, OH phigaj Tak, YTo ObIT Ha I'PaHU IIOJTHOTO
HepBHOTO cphiBa. ['ma3za Kposnuka nmokpacuenu. CoenaB Hag co00# yCUue, OH IPOTSHY PYKH, 0OHST



E LI3®1 1 CO B3[IOXOM ITPOU3HEC:

— Kaxercsi, Thl BCHOMHMIIL... BCTIOMHHUJI, YTO BCE 3TO... JINIIb TBOM COH... Hy BOT U BC€E, Mo# a-LI3H],
IIopa IpOoIIaThC.

Cxka3as 3to, Kponuk Havan usnydaTs Oenoe cBedeHue. E 135 B y2Kace BCKUHYJI TOJIOBY U
0o0HapyXKuJj, 4To TeJlo KponuKa CTaHOBUTCS NPO3padyHbIM. OH IOMBITANICS CXBATUTH €r0, 00HATH, HO
¢burypa Kponuka CTpeMHUTENIbHO UCYe3ala. ..

— Huuero ctpamHtoro, He 60¥ics, — cKa3an Kponuk. — MH emié BcTpetuMcs. Kak panbiie... Ecnu
TOJIBKO THI HE IIPOTUB TOTO, UTO S — JIMIIb UIIIIO3US, HAYHEM CHa4aJja... Tak 4To He Ijayb...

Ho E LI3er yke HU4ero He cibiran. OH MEPTBOM XBAaTKOM BIEMUJICS B PyKu Kposnuka, CIOBHO B
CIIACUTEJIbHYIO0 COJIOMUHKY, U Ha[PEIBHO 3aT0JI0CHI:

— Hert! He Hapgo... YMonstw... He genai 9T0r0... 3T0 MO BUHA... Mos4... IIpoCcTH, IPOCTU-IPOCTH-
npoctu! He octaBnsit MeHs... He Opocaii... Y MeHST 0CTascs TONBKO THI... TOJTBKO ThI!..

Ero 6omb Gbiyia Tak ri1y00Ka, CJIOBHO eMy ApoOuiu KOCTH, IIPoH3anu cepare. B rma3ax E 113w ¢
KaXI0M CeKYHIOM TEMHEeJI0, OH OKOHYATeNIbHO 00e3ymes. Ho 4To OH HUM KpHYas, KakK HU OUJICS B
HCTepPHKe, HU PHIaI — BCE OBII0 HampacHo. Kponuk ncues. BMecTe ¢ HUM HCYe3Jla 3aCHeKeHHas
3eMid, Jiec u OeckpariHue HeOeca. BMecTe ¢ HUM MCYe3NIH UIIII030PHOE CYaCThe, UIIII030PHAs 00I1b,
UJITI030PHAs XKEeCTOKOCTh, UITI030PHOE YYBCTBO COOCTBEHHUYECTBA, UIIII030PHAS JTI000BE.

Hakonell-To oH mpo6Gyausics 0TO CHa. A MOTOMY BeCh 3TOT CO3[aHHbIM CHOBUIEHUEM MUD, B KOHIIE
KOHIIOB, KCYe3.
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