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KOMHATe, HO BRIUTH 3a iBepb OBUI He B COCTOSTHUU — €TI0 CKOBHIBA/IM KaHJAJbl Ha HOTaX, He TI03BOJISA
[eNnaTh IIMPOKKeE Iary mpu xongwbe. [Tocepennte xKee3HOM ey KPemuach eme ogHa, TOBOJIBHO
IUIMHHAsS, KoTopas Obljla IPHKOBaHa K NTHYLeH KiieTke. He n3baBuBmiuck oT Heé, E 11351 ObII0 He
cbexars.

CIycTs MecsII IToCJie TOT0, KaK er0 BRIIYCTUIIU U3 KIeTKH, E 1[3kI MOCTEeNeHHO BEISICHUI KOe-KaKyIo
nHGOpPMALHXIO, TOJIe3HY0 Mt modera. Kponwk pacckasbiBall, YTO, KOTHa TOMY OBIJIO JIET IECSTh, OH
crac ero Bo BpeMs Oypu U IIPUBEN B 9Ty KOMHATY. Ha camoM fiefie BOCTIOMUHAHUS 06 3TOM COOBITUY Y
Hero ObIIM CMYTHBIMY, OH ITOMHUJI JIMIIb, KaK JOJT0-I0JIr0 6exKaJl 0 TPSI3HO0M, pa3MBITON HOPOTe.
Ecnu maMsTh eMy He U3MeHsJIa, 3TO MECTO HaXOOMIOCh BLICOKO B TOPaX, 1, YTOOHI CIIYCTUTHCS K
TIOIHOXK MU0, TOTPe00BanoCch OBl YyTh OOJIBIIIE ABYX YaCOB.

Ceiiuac mepBooUepeqHOM 3agayuedt ObII0 mOCTaTh TenedoH. ITa MECTHOCTD He OBIJIa COBCEM YK
TJIYIIBI0 — BO3MOXKHO, ITpo0ezkaB COBCEM HEMHOT'O, OH HAaTKHYJICS Obl Ha Jmiofei. Kponuk Kaxble ABa
IHS YXOMUJI U3 IoMa ¥ BO3BpalllajICsl Yaca Yepes OBa-TPU, Hecs B PyKax MPOAYKTHL. ITO 03HAyalo,
4To HenouanéKy €CThb Mara3uHEI, a MOXKeET 6bITB, Jaxe ropoaok.

YTo XKe [0 KIII0Yel — TYT BCE ObIJIO He TaK YK CJI0KHO. Kitou oT nTrybel KieTku Kponuk mepxkarn B
KapMaHe OpIOK, a KJTIOYYM OT KaHIaI0B ¥ BXOOHOU OBEPH HOCUN Ha Inee. OO6br4HO KpouK crasm 9yTKo,
¥ BBIKPACTh UX BPSI U OBl yOamock. Ho mociie 6ypHBIX IMIOTCKUX YTEX OH 3aChIIal MEPTBEIM CHOM, U
3T0 OBIJIO caMoe MOAXOoMsIee BpeMs Ojis mobera.

B omuH u3 mnHel B Havase ocenu E 1I3b1 HakoHeIl pemmmiics OexaTth. CTOsITIO paHHee yTpo. Emy
yOaJioCh CHSTh KaHAAJbl ¥ OTKPHITh ABEPh. Korma B MUII0 yAapUIl XOJIOOHBIA BETEDP, OH BCEM TEJIOM
MeJIKO JpoxXKaJsl OT BojHeHus. E 1[3e1 Opocuscs Biepéen, He pa30dupas HOPOTH, HO C YOUBIEHUEM
o0HapyXKuJl, 4To O0exKaTh MOYTH He B CUJIaX: TEJI0 Ka3aloCh HEBEPOSITHO TAXKEIBIM, U, HE PO U
HECKOJIBKUX I1aroB, OH Haydasl 3afbxaThcs. B 3amernaTtenscTBe E L35I TOCMOTPEN Ha CBOX PYKY, a
3aTeM B3TJISIHYJT Ha CBOE OTPaXkKeHWe B BOOHOM I'Tagu 3aBOJIHU.

OH yXe 04eHb, OUeHb JaBHO He CMOTPeJICS B 3epKasio. [loaToMy, yBuLeB cebs TaKuM, OH IIOIIPOCTY
ucnyrasncs. MepTBeHHO-0efHas KOXa, 07 Ir7la3aMy 3aJIerNId TEMHBIE KPYTH, a 0e/IKy Ia3 NOKpPhITa
KPacHOM CEThIO JIOMHYBIINX KanwigpoB. OT ero ObUI0N GUTYPH U MBI HE 0CTANIOCh U cliefa. M3-3a
TOTO YTO €r0 HOT'M IIOMI0JITy OCTaBaIuCh CKOBAHHEIMY, & CaM OH IIOCTOSIHHO JieXKaJl B ITIOCTeJIU, MBILIIIE]
HOT CTajIi HEMMOBEPHO C1abbIMU, a Ha JIOAbIKKaX TEMHEJIM KPOBOIIOATEKY U KpacHEIE CIe[bl OKOB.
Ho caMbIM HEBEIHOCUMEBIM OBLTIO TO, YTO COYMJIOCH U3 €ro Tena... EMy Ka3anoch, 4YTO OH yXKe BOBCE U
He MyX4YWHa, a KaKou-T0 MOHCTp! ['pA3HBEIN, KaKOU XKe Ipsa3Hblii! [10 4ero ke oMep3UTesIbHO!



Copsas ¢ cebs 0fexKay, OH IPLITHY B BOAY, YTOOH OTMHEIThCS. HO, KaK OH HU cTapascs, BCe OBIIO0
6ecnone3no. Ha camoM perne, maxe O6ymyuu 3alepTHIM B TOM KOMHATYIIKE, OH PETYISPHO MbUIcS. OH
TIOHMMaJI: I10-HaCTosLIeMy TPA3HOM Oblla He ero 000JI0YKa, a ero NporHuBIIas gyita. M nosromy,
CKOJIBKO OBl OH HU TEp ce0s1, 9Ta rpsi3b BCE paBHO HUKYyMa HE NeHEeTCH...

[To3xke royoc pa3yma II0ficKa3ajl eMy: ceildac IlaBHOe — He YHCTOTa, a mober. Hy>KHO HalTH KOTo-
HUOYOb ¥ omoXKuTh Tenedon! Hatsuys omexmy, oH mobexan manbiie. [Tpo6upasich CKBO3b JIec,
nepesnesas yepes3 KOJIIYHe KyCTApPHUKY, OH TO U [IEJI0 IIOCKaIb3kIBAJICSA Ha IOKPHITEHIX MXOM BallyHaX.

HewusBecTHO, CKOJILKO IIPOIIIIO BpeMEeHHU, NpeXke YeM OH HaKOHeIl YBUAES YelloBeKa. ITO Obll
CTapHK C BSI3aHKOM XBOPOCTA, CIENOM 3a HUM IIJieflach IBOPOBasi cofaka. E L3k 3aMsyics JTUIIL Ha
MI'HOBEHHeE, IT0CJIe Yero HalrpaBUIICS K HeMy. Bcé mpolio Ha ynuBieHue riagko. Beicnymas E 1135,
CTapUK ITOCIEIINII OTBECTH eT0 K cefe moMOii.

OHU C XKeHOU XKUY B KaMeHHOM foMe. 2KeHIIMHa pagyinHo Hanuia E L35I MUCKY TOpSIYero cyia, a
BBHICJTyIIIaB €r0 pacCKa3 0 TOM, YTO €My IPHUIIJIOCH MEPEXKUTH, TOPOIIMBO BEIHECTIA U3 KOMHATHI
CTapeHbKUH MOOWIbHEINM TeTe(dOH, YTOOK TOT MOT MO3BOHUTL PomHEIM. U E 11361 HaOpas HoMep
MaTepH.

['yOok... rynoK... rynok... Cepane E 13wl 6emeHo Konotunock. Korma oH HakOHeN-TO — HaKoHell! —
YCIIBIIIIAaT MaMUHO «AJIJIO», U3 €T0 IJla3 HeBOJIbHO OPBI3HYIIU CIE3HL.

— Mawm! 310 51! — XpUMI0 BEIKPUKHYJ OH, C Y2KACOM IIOHUMas, YTO €ro rojioCc OCUIl 40
HEy3HaBaeMOCTH.

MaTh Ha OpyroM KOHIlE ITPOBOHA TYT XKe TPOMKO 3aKpHyalia, B €€ T0J0Ce CMeNIanuCh KpanHss
TpeBora u 6e3ymMHast PagoCTh:

— A-1I3u1? 970 TH?! OX, MaIb4YUK MOH, rae TeI?! boxke MOH... IBa Mecsdlla OPOIIo... A MHe
TOBOPHUIIX... BCE€ TOBOPUIIH, UYTO THL...

OHa pa3phIIanack, e€ ToIoc 3a3Byyalt IPepPLIBUCTO.



— Co MHOM Bcé B mopsigke! 4... B ropax, KaXkeTcs, TIe-TO B CEBEPHOM IIPUTOPO]IE. ..

E 1I3®l He ycrnen JOTOBOPUTH, KaK CHapyXKU pa3fajics CUJIbHBIA I'POXOT, a CIIef0M — HEeIPEPHIBHAIY,
3aNMBUCTHEIM coOaumil nai. 3aTeM 3BOHOK oOopBascs. CurtHan npomnan. CTapuk HaXMypPUIICS:

— YTO0 3TO TaM CTPSICIIOCH?

— Ionipy-Ka T7gHYy, — 0TO3Bajach CTapyliKa.

— Her, croiite! — E 11381 BHE3AIIHO KOE-YTO OCO3HAJI U BBEITJITHYJ B OKHO.

Tak u ects! OH yBHUHen ero. YeoBek, MOX0XKUN Ha CAMOT0 caTaHy, yxKe ObIJT TOCPeny [ABOpa.
[IBOpPOBEIE IICH OKPYZKWUIM €T0, IpUIlafasi K 3eMye: OHU HEUCTOBO JIasiyiv, HO HU OfUH He pelnascs
OpocuThCs. A OH JUIIb C 6e3MSATEKHBIM BUIOM CMOTPETT Ha BXOJHYIO IBePh, MEeMJIEHHO LIaras
BIIEPE.

«OTKyZa OH y3HaJl, 4To 5 37ech? Heyxkenu mpuienul Ko MHE KaKo#-To XKy4oK?» Ho ceiiuac OBITIO0 He
[0 pa3MbIIieHui. [IBoe CTapUKOB, TOIBKO UTO CIIHIIABIINX UCTOPHIO E L3k, TYT Ke Jorafgaliuch,
KTO CTOUT 3a [IBephio. VX Nuila UCKa3UIIUCh OT THEBA:

— ToT mapeHs, TPO KOTOPOTO ThHI TOJIKOBAJI, 9TO OH, UTO nu?! Hu B Kakue BopoTa He ne3et! [Tongem-
Ka MBI C HUM IIOTOJIKYEM.

E LI3BI NOCHIEIIHO IONEITANICSI UX OCTAHOBUTD:

— He xogute! OH cTpallHbIil YeloBeK... f He 3Hal0, YTO OH MOXKET BHIKUHYTh...



— Ila 4To OH HaM chenaeT?! — GPOCUII el yKe OTKPHIB IBEPh U BHIXOAs HapyxKy. CTapyIika
TIOCTIefiOBaia 3a HUM, 3aKpU4aB BO BCE TOPJ0: — YTo Tebe HyKHO?!

Kponuk mocMoTpesn Ha CTApUKOB U cjierKa ynbbHyncs. Ero ynei6ka Obly1a HACTOBKO MSTKOM, YTO OT
Heé BesiJIo TeIJIoM BeceHHero Betpa. Ha camom mene Kponuk Kasancst abCOMIOTHO YyKePOTHEIM
37IEMEHTOM B 3TOM MeCTe: Ha HEM OblJT IETKUY Oe3KeBblil TPeHY, TOHKUM OesTblit CBUTED U 0e3yIpeyHo
yucThe, 063 eMUHON IBIIMHKY, YEépPHEIe Ty(nu. BeTep pa3BeBa ero CBETIO0-KAIITaHOBEIE BOJIOCH. C
€ro MOPa3UTEIFHO KPACHBEIM JIMIIOM OH BHITJISIAEN KaK UCTUHHBIA apUCTOKPAT, CITyCTUBLIUICS C
Hebec Ha 3eMITIO0.

— 4 npumén 3abpath a-LI3e1 gomoii. [ToxanmyiicTa, BepHUTE €T0 MHEe, — IIPOU3HEC OH. Y Hero Obla
Oe3ympeyHas AUKIIHS, @ YACTHINA I'0OJIOC OTHABaJ JIETKOM XPUIIOTIION. YeloBEKY C TAKUM TOJI0COM
oJIaraeTcst OBITH BOIJIOMIEHEM HEeXKHOCTH.

CTapuk¥ pacTepsaIuCh: 9TOT I0HOIIA PA3UTEIbHO OTIUYAICA OT TOrO AbSBOJIA BO IIJIOTHA, KOTOPOT'0 UM
TOJIBKO 4TO onuchBajl E 1135I.

— A... KeM TH eMy JOBOOHIIBCSI-TO? — CIPOCHIHM OHU.

— OH Mo¥ cTapiuii Opar.

— A 4gero X oH Torpma c6exkaTh yoyman?

— W npaBpga, noueMy xe? — Ha nuue Kposnuka 0Tpa3uiochk HenoAfeIbHOe HeoyMeHue., — f
yKJIafBIBasl €ro CllaTh Ha CaMyl0 MATKYI0 KPOBaTh, KaXXIbIH IEHb IIOKYIaJl eMy CBEXKHE IIBETHL.
Kaxnbiii meHb Ipe A1 Hero MOJIOKO, IEK OYI0YKY ¢ KOKOCOBOM CTPYKKOM U IIIOKOJIafiHbIE NECEPTHI,
BKJIQIBIBAJI BCIO IYIIy, TOTOBS IJIST HETO exy. f1 3Hal0, YTO OH JIIOOUT MPUHUMATh BaHHY, II03TOMY
KaXX[Iblit Beuep s Habupas st Hero Body, mo0aBiss Tyma ero o0uMbele apoMaTHYeCcKue Macia. 5
HaJIMBaJl eMy BHHO, a KOT'Jla II0 HOYaM eMy CHUJIMCh KOIIMapksl — OOHUMa... Tak 4To 5 U caM He MOT'y
B3STh B TOJIK, YeM eMy He yrogui. Elé mpoiioi Houblo OH CTPACTHO CTOHAJI B MOMX OOBATHSAX, @
ceropHs pewun c6exarts. [louemy xke? bpa-a-a-TUK?



ITocmenHee CIIOBO OH IMIPOKU3HEC 0YeHb MEIJIEHHO, TPOMKO, C HECKPhIBA€MOM M3EBKOM. A ero B3I
yKe CKOJIb3HYJI 3a CIIMHEI CTAPUKOB, OCTAHOBUBINKCH Ha E LI3HI. Y TOro KPOBb 3aCThIIA B XKUJIAX — OH
cropaj oT CThiga. Ha nuiax CTapuKOB IPOCTYIIUIT PYMSTHEII.

— Tak KeM BHI BCE-TAKHU... IPYT APYXKKe IIPUXOAUTECH? — CHOBa CIIPOCHUJIA CTAapyILIKa.

E 1I3bI IIMPOKKM IIIAaTOM BEHIIIEJT BIIEPEN U XOJIONHO OTYEKAHUI:

— Vxomu. 4 kK Te6e HE BEPHYCh.

— [Touemy?

— IMTouemy?! — E 11351 6ombllle He KOHTPOIMPOBAJ BEIpaXKeHue cBoero nuila. — E YsHcu, moboi
YyeJioBeK HyXKIaeTcsl B JOCTOMHCTBE U cBoOome! Heb3s MPOCTO Tak B3ATh U OTHSATH y YeJIOBEKA BCE
JIAIIb TIOTOMY, YTO OH Tebe HpaBuTCs. JInmuTh Bcero! Henb3st U3 MpuxoTH yOUBaTh €ro OTU3KUX,
3aKOBBIBATh MY HOT'H, KPacThb ero Oymyiee, mepxkaTh Ha MPUBSI3HU, KaK KUBOTHOE, UCIIOIb30BATh MJIS
YIOBJIETBOPEHHUS CBOEM MTOXOTH, IIPeBpalasi B CBOI0 COOCTBEHHOCTh, B mHBanuma!.. E UsHcu, Tak
Henb3s! TBou 4yBCTBa — HUKaKas He 1000Bb! He mo6oBb! A ¢ MeHsI... C MeHS IIpaBfa XBaTuT... C
MeHs xBaTUT! Ecnu Tak OUAET U fasblile, 4YeM 3TO OyAeT OTINYaThCs OT CMEpPTU? YK Jydiiie
COOXHYTh, Y4EM BEPHYTHCS K Tebe!

E 11351 copBasicsi Ha KPUK U HaIyrall Jaxe OBOPOBEIXxCOOaK. B Bo3ayxe 3aKpyKUIKUCH OarpsHbie
OCEHHME JIUCThSI, CJIOBHO UX COPBAJIO C BETOK 3X0 ero rojoca. CrycTst moOpEIX MOIMUHYTH CHOBA
pasmancst TUXU, BKPafAuuBhIH ronoc Kponuka:

— Kaxkoit ¢puHan [yist ICTOPUYU CaMbli TpeKpacHbIi? AX, mmonarato, 3To cMepThb. Kak rosopurn ITo [1],
HEeT B MHpe HUYero nmpekpacHee, YeM CMePTh MPEKPACHOTO CO3daHus. A Oy MeHs, MoXKalyi, HeT
HUYEro POMaHTUYHee, Y4eM YMEPeTh B OOUH AEeHb C CAMBIM JIIOOMMBIM Y€JI0BEKOM.

Ot oTHx cnoB 1o cnuHe E 1135 003 TUIKAH X0JIONHBIH IIOT.



— YT0 THI HECEIs?

Kponuk no-npexuemMy HexkHO yiribancs. OH TOBOPUII TUXO, CJIOBHO IeKIaMUPOBas CTUXU:

— A-113®1, g yOBIo TEOS TaK, UTO Tl He IIOYYBCTBYeEIIh 00mu. M gaxe mocie CMepTH THl OCTaHEeIIbCs
CaMBIM IIPEKPACHBIM. A KOT[ia Thl YMPEIb, I OMOIO Te0s YuCTelle BOgoii, BOTPY B TBOIO KOXKY
OraroyxatoIye JTIOCbOHB ¥ PacyUelly Kaxayio IPsab TBOUX BOOC. f HafmeHy Ha TeOs TBOM JTIOOMMBIHN
KOCTIOM U YJI0XKY B IIOCTEJb U3 [ECATH THICSY KPACHBIX PO3...

E 11351 c1OBHO 3arneneHen. Bucku cnaBuio, geixaHue COMIOCH, eMy Ka3anoch, OYATO ero MIBEIPHYTIU B
JIeISTHYIO BOAY, X OH BOT-BOT 3afJOXHETCS. Bedb TONMBKO celiyac OH 3aMETHII, UTO B pyKe Kponuk
CXKMMaeT mucToneT. He mepecTtaBasi roBOpuTh, Kponmuk momHsT aOCOMIOTHO YEPHEIN CTBOJI U
HaIpaBUJI AyJ0 IpsaMo B 1100 E LI3HI.

CTosBINIKE MTO3a0¥ CTAPUKK TOXKE MO CMEPTH IePEemyraiuch, He CMest IPOPOHUTD HU 3ByKa. E 113H,
130 BCEX CHJI CTApPasiCh Ka3aThCs CIIOKOWHHIM, TPOU3HEC:

— YTo TH genaems?.. ...

Kponuk crerka CKJIOHUI T'OJIOBY U YIBIOHYICS:

— Bcé noTomy, uTo a-1I3bl HE X04YeT BO3BpallaThCS KO MHe. A pa3 Tak...

— f BepHyCB! — B OTUassHUYU BEIKpUKHYII E L1351

Ho BEIpaXKEeHHNEe JINIla KponnKa IIOCTEIIEHHO CTaHOBHUJIOCH 3JIOBEIIUM, a BO B3rJisige CKBO3UJIa
HaCMe€EIIKa:



— Ho kak s mory Te6e BepuTh, 6paTuk? BepHEmbCs, Oyaelnb TPUTBOPSTHCS, YTO CYACTIIUB, & TOTOM
cHOBa cOexuIb? Y Koro Oymens TPOCUTh TIOMOIIY B CIIeAYIOUNH pa3?

'nasa E 1I3b moOKpacHeIN, OH TaHUKOBaJI U OBbIJT Ha TPaHU UCTEPUKHU:

— He Hapgo Tak...

Mpaunas TeHb BHe3allHO ucye3sa ¢ nulla Kponvka. Ero ronoc 3a3sy4as BKpagyuBO U OCTOPOXKHO,
TOYb-B-TOUb KaK y B3POCJIOTO, KOTOPHI! GOUTCS HOBECTH [I0 CIE3 MaJieHbKOT0 pebEHKa:

— Ax, HY K YeMy Takoe BblpaxkeHue nuia? 7 BoBce He x0uy Tebs o0uxKaThk. [IpoCTO, €CNIK S 3TOTO He
chena, Thl VUAEMIb... A TH BeOb 3Haelllb, 1 He MOTy 6e3 Te0sl...

— Omnyctu nucroner... Onyctu ero... Mul... {... He X049y yMuparTs... A-a-al..

Bbax! Bax! [IBa BeICTpesia, IPO3ByyYaBllIre OOUH 3a OPYTUM, CIYTHYJIU JIECHBIX IITUL U O CMEPTHU
IepeIyray CTalo ABOPOBHIX MCOB. E 1I3bI 3aCTHII C OTKPHITEIM PTOM, BCE €T0 TEJI0 COOPOTHYN0Ch. OH
He TI0OYYBCTBOBAJI HU Majeuie# 6011, 3aT0 YTO-TO OPEI3HYJIO EMY Ha CIIMHY. A 3aTEM OH YCJIbIIIAll,
KaK C TJIYXUM CTYKOM OCEJIM Ha 3eMJIIo fiBa Tefa. E LI3kr 06epHYyICS: IBOE CTaPHUKOB, KOTOPEIE eIIé
MTI'HOBEHHEe Ha3ajl OBIIN KUBHl ¥ 3[I0POBHI, TEIIEPh JIeXKaJIX Ha 3eMJIe C IIUPOKO PACIaXHYTHIMU
rrma3aMu. Mx royoBhl ObUTH TPOOKTEI, U3 PaH XJiecTasa KpoBb. Bes cTeHa Oblyta 3a0phI3raHa anon
KPOBbIO, HAIIOMHUHABIIEN I'POTECKHBIN Y30P HEOPEKHO BHIIJIECHYTON KPaCKH.

E 1135 X0Tes 3aKpu4aTh, HO U3 TOpjia He BEIPBAJIOCh HU 3BYKa. K ropiy nmogkartuiia TOIIHOTA, HO €T0
Tak ¥ He BRIpBasio. OH PyxHYJ Ha 3eMiIi0. [Tog HUM HaTeKJia JIy’Ka — OT XKMBOTHOTO yKaca OH
00MOYHIICS, HO celiyac yKe He YyBCTBOBAJ CThIA. EMy Ka3asioch, YTO ero MUP OKOHYATEIIbHO
PYXHYJ, HE OCTABUB [laXKe KPOIIeYHOUW UCKPHI Hafek bl [IpoIIIo ouyeHb, 04eHb MHOT'O BpDEMEHH,
IpexXze YeM OH CIIPOCHII:

— 3aueM Ob110 UX yOuBaTH? [[BOE HEBUHHBIX CTAPUKOB... KaKOi B 3TOM CMBICTT?



— 9TO TH 00PEK UX HA CMEPTE.

E LI35I omernieHes Ha HECKOJIBKO CEKYHI, @ 3aTeM OIIYCTUJI TOJIOBY ¥ TPOOOPMOTAT:

— Ia... 9To 51 ux noryoun. {1 6ombilie He X049y HUKOTO TyOuUTh. I103TOMY... IpOCTO yOel MeHs.

Kpomnuk mofomeén K HeMy, CHSIJI CBOM TpeHY, HAaKWHYJI eMy Ha IIJIeYHd, a 3aTeM IOIHsI OpaTa Ha PyKHU:

— Kaxk 05l 51 cmor? — CkasaB 3To, Kponuk, Kak Hi B 4éM He ObIBasio, ocTaBull Ha 10y E LI3k1 mETKui,
KaK B3Max KpblyibeB 6a604KH, TTOLENyH.

Bcé, uTo OBIJIO ITOCTIEe, CIIMIOCH B CIIJIOIIHOE Pa3MbITOe MATHO. E 1135l TO 1 mOTEpsIl CO3HAHUe, TO JIH
ycHys. Kak 651 To HU OBITIO, BCE BOKPYT Ka3al0Ch TYMaHHBIM, BOCTIOMUHAHHUS ITyTaIUCh, ¥ HU B YEM
0oJibilie He OBIJIO CMEBICIIA.

Emy cHunuch cHbl. CHUIOCH TO BpeMsi, KOTla OHU elle niobunu apyr apyra. CHunoch, kak Kponuk
HEC ero Ha CIuHe, MoKauyrBasch Ha xony. E 1136 Bcerna 0e3 3a3peHus COBECTH, PACTOIBIPUBILIKCH,
CJIOBHO JISITYIIIOHOK, HaBaJIMBAJICSI BCEM CBOMM BECOM €My Ha CIIMHY, 00BMBaJ PyKaMu ero Ineto u 6e3
YMOJIKY Tpemran Haf yxoM. A Korga Kponuk He oOpaillian Ha HeTo BHUMaHUsI, HAPOYHO CXKUMAJI eTo
HOraMU WM LiekoTtas. M Torma, He pa3 4 He [ABa, KPolIuK MpoCTo NpUXKUMal ero K yINYHOU
CKaMelKe ¥, CKJIOHUBIIKCE, XKaTHO 1eJI0Bal.

CHUIOCH, KaK OHH, B3SBIIKCH 3a PYKH, CULEJIA B IYHHOM CBETEe U ApeMaliy, IPUCIOHUBIIUCE APYT K
npyry. CHumnoch, Kak Kponuk ynsibancst eMy B JTydaxX COJIHIIQ, @ OH CaM IIPOTSATHUBAJ PYKY U Tpelmas
€ro MSITKHe BOJIOCHL. A eIll€ CHUJIOCh, KaK OH B UCCTyIIeHnU u30uBan Kponuka, pa3duBas ero Iuiio B
KPOBB, a ITOTOM el1l€ 601ee HeMCTOBO OOHKUMAT €T0, IJIaKal U 1enoBas. CHUIOCh, KaK OH CHOBA U
CHOBA cIipalnuBan ero: «[Touemy mMel ctanu Takumu? [Touemy Bcé Tak 06epHynoch? [Touemy Bcé
BCerfa TakK, BCerfa Tak, Bcerga Tak?» M B OTBET CIIbIIIAN €ero TUXUM MIETOT IPIMO Haf yxoMm: «He
IIJIayb, He Ijavb... [Ipoctu MeHs... [Ipoctu... ITpoctu...»

Beprysuucs B T0T foM, E L1351 cnian Tpoe CyTOK moapsan. [IpOCHYBIINUCE, OH LeJIBIU MeCsl] He
IIPOU3HOCHUII HU CJI0BA U NOYTH HUYero He enl. OH 3Has, 4To KpoJIuK CXOOUII ¢ yMa OT TPEBOTHU U Jaxe



YaCTeHbKO IIJIaKal 13-3a Hero. Ho Teneph WX OTHOLIEHUS OBIJIM OKOHYATEIHHO W3BPallleHH.
[Tpuuunsats Kponuky 607b ctasnmo aist E 1361 yIOBOIBCTBUEM.

OH MOHKMMaJI, YTO ero GU3UYECKOe COCTOSHHUE YXYAIIAeTCs C KaXIbIM JHEM. Ero My4YuIyd CUTbHBIH
3BOH B yIIIaX ¥ TaJITIIOIUHALIMY, TPEBOXKUIIU CHbI, @ KQYeCTBO CHA CTAJI0 OTBPATUTENbHEIM. OH 4acTo
He MOT IOHSTh, TTIe HAaXOJUTCS, a IIOPOM ¥ BOBCE HAYMHAJI BEPUTH, YTO HACTOSIINN OH JKUBET B MUPE
CHOBUJIEHUH, I'le PacTyT 3eJIEHbIe PACTEHUS U BUCIT OeJI0CHEeKHBIe 3aHaBeCKU. OH BCE KOaJsl, YTo
KTO-HUOY[b crlaceT ero. CBATO BEPHJI, UTO TOT 3BOHOK MaMe CTaHeT ero craceHueM. Ho HUKTO Tak 1
He MPUIIEN 3a HUM. «HaBepHoe, OHM MIIYT HE B TOM MecTe», — ayMan E 135

B MOMEHTH KpaifHero oT4asHus OH IMMOTyMBIBAl 0 CAMOYOUICTBE, HO TaK U He PeILINIICS ero
coBepuruTh. OH HE MOT IIPOCTO B3SITh M OTKA3aThCS OT Bcero. Hauan TalikoM BECTH MHEBHUK — Mejal
3aIMCH KaX[ble HEeCKOJIbKO mHel. Hamucas mapy CTPOK, OH MPSITAl JIMCTOK B KOPOOKY ¥ 3aKaIlbIBall
eé B 3eMJTi0. iHOTma MpoHU3upoBas Hax co60, mymas, 4To ynomobmnsercs Pobun3ony Kpys3o,
BBRICEKABIIEMY HaTH Ha KaMHe. Ho 1o KpaiHed Mepe 3TO [aBajio eMy XOTh KAaKyI0-TO HalleXkIy.

I HEeBHUKOBEIE 3AIIMCH He OBLITH IITUHHEIME — OOBIYHO BCETo mapa ¢pas.

15 HOos106psi. CeromHs BUmeNn MEPTBOTO BopoObsi. HaBepHOe, 3aMEéP3 HacMepTh. KaKoi TTyIIbIi.
[Touemy OBl He yIETETH TYAQ, I'Tie TEIO0?

21 Hos16psi. Buepa MbI XOOUIM Ha MPOTYIKY. Bo BpeMs poryiIKyu Ha MeHS BAPYT HAIlJI0 IOMyTHEHNE.
4 3axoTen, yIy4uB MOMEHT, KOT{Ia OH OTBEPHETCS, COPBAThCS C MeCTa, pa3bexkaThCs U OGPOCUTHLCS CO
CKaJIkl IpsiMo B 03epo. Ho st aToro He chemnan. Boga cnuimkoM xonofmHas, a s 0010Chk X0/10/a.

22 Hos0ps. HykHo crmlacath cebst camoMmy.

25 Hos10ps. Heymaua. Yto co MHOM He Tak? [IoueMy y MeHS He BBIIIUIO COEJIATh TAKYI0 IIPOCTYIO
Bellb? [0 KaKOM Ke CTeleHH TPYCOCTHU S HOIIEN?

28 Hos16psi. CHOBa HUYETO He BHIIIIIO.

5 nexabps. f moHs, YTO He pelnaioch. CUOeN Y Hero 3a CIIMHOM, CXKuMas B pyke Hox. OH cmall,



OTBEPHYBIIKCH OT MEHS, ¥ 1 TOYHO 3HAaJI, YTO OH YCHYJ. Bcero ofiuH ymap — u ero He CTaHET, a 4
o0peTy cBoOOAY. ITO Bedb TakK MPOCTO... Ho... HO MeHs BOPYT MIOKUHYJIM CUJIbL, S TIOMPOCTY HE
nocMen! K ToMy ke MeHs He OCTaBJIieT YyYBCTBO, UTO OH BCE 3HAET, BCE BpeMs HabJofaeT 3a MHOI!
CMOTPHUT Ha MeHs!

(MHOKeCTBO IIpeAJIOKEeHNH HalluCaHo U 3aTEM 3aUYEPKHYTO, BCE BHITISAUT OYeHb XaOTUYHO.)

8 mexabpsi. Tak u 3Han! OH BcE BuAuUT... BuguT! HoX eIé gaxke He KOCHYJICS €T0, a OH BAPYT IOfAas
rosnoc. He moBopa4mBasich, OH CIIPOCHIT:

— YT0 TH Oenaeun?

9TOT rooc ObUT MOMCTUHE XKYTKUM. Belb OH COBEPIIIEHHO TOYHO CIaJl... [loyeMy... moyemy...
Heyxenu oH BCE 3TO BpeMs JIUIIL IPUTBOPSIIICS CISIIIUM?!

4 yKe Hayasl COMHEBAThLCS, YEJIOBEK OH MJIM MPU3PaK, a MOXKET, OH ¥ B CaMOM fejie ObsBoi? Ha
caMoM fiefie B IOCJIeiHee BpeMsi s U ITpaBaa He BUXKY ero TeHHU, a ero JIUI0 6J1eJHO, CIIOBHO Y
Bamnupa! Ax fma, 1 00HapPYKUI B 9TOM JJOMe CTPAHHBIX MaJeHbKUX CymecTB. OHU MOCTOSTHHO
Ha0JI0aloT 3a MHOM M3 TEMHBIX YTJIOB, @ MHOTTIa laXke pa3roBapuBaioT co MHOM. OHU — MOU APY3b.

OHM cKa3anyd MHe, 4YTO S [OJIKeH 3aBJlafieTh ero pykKbEM, UTO MHe cliefiyeT yOUTh ero Ha ynuile. B
KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OH 3HAET 3TOT [OM Ky/ia JIy4Ille MeHs, 30eCh y Hero 0OJIbIlle OPyKHUs, a CHapyXku Y
MeHS ropa3mo OoJIbIlle IIAaHCOB Ha CllaceHue. Bcé BepHO, 5 MOMKEeH MOMbITAThCS. ..

21 nexkabpsi. MoMeHT HakoHell HacTas. OH moobelan 3aBTpa B3siTh MeHs C CO00i Ha OXOTY, U Y MEHS

TIOSIBUTCS IIAHC 3aBllafieTh pyxkbeM. E UsHcH, Tak u 3HaH, 3aBTpa 5 yObIo Tebs.

ABTOpY ecTh 4TO cKa3aTh. [1] [To — umeercs B Buny darap Annas [1o, aMeprKaHCKUY UCATEND,
HOBEJUINCT, II03T ¥ INTEPATYPHBEIM KPUTHUK 3II0XM poMaHTu3Ma. Hanubonee u3BeCTeH CBOMMU



IPOU3BENEHUSIMHU B XKaHpe JeTEeKTUBA U Y2KacoB. 'TaBHEIe IIemeBpH: «IlageHue moMa AIepoB»,
«Bopon». ITouTu Bce ero paboTh TaK UM HHAYe CBSI3aHBI CO CMePThi0. OH CYUTAJI, YTO B MUPE HET
HUAYEro npekpacHee cMepTu KpacuBou xkeHIUHE (Nothing was more beautiful than the death of a
beautiful woman.)
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