['maBa 16: 4 eme HUYero He cOesnal, a Th YXKe IIJIa4ellk...

Vi3nauanbHO Bait YK3H OBLIT IPOCTO IOOO3PUTENIEH, HO IOCIIeyIOIIe B3auMONEHCTBUS TOIIBKO
YVKPEIIUIU ero B 3TOM.

Y6wuiitla oTBeYas Ha BOMPOCH, HO HUKOT' A He Mpefsiaraja HU4ero JIMIIHero, BCeraa nepkach Ha
pacctosHuu 6oJiee Tpex maroB. 3abymbTe O MOMBITKAX BOCIIOIL30BATLCS CUTYyalmen — Bait YxkaH
faxe He MOT IIPUKOCHYTBLCS K HEMY.

Bait Yk3H cepKuBall CBOM I'HEB, HO Korma Bait Can cOexkan u3 clialabHU, Kak O0yaTo n3beras 4ero-
TO, IPEANOYUTAs YCTPOUTHCS B OOKOBOM KOMHATE, YEM HEIUTh KPOBATh, €I0 TePIeHre HaKOHell
JIOTIHYJIO.

OH OBIJI TOJIOH pPemnMOCTH OOKOIIAThCSA OO0 CYTH.

Bait CaH He MOT 3aCHYTb faxe r1y00KO# HOYBI0, 6ECIIOKOMHO BOPOYAsCh B IIOCTEIH.

OH He OBIT HE OCBEOMJIEH O IIJIOXOM HacTpoeHuu Bai Yk9Ha BCI0O HOYB, HO €My [aKe B I'0JIOBY He
IIPHUIIIO, YTO 3TO MOXKET UMeTh KaK0e-TO OTHOIIeHKe K HeMy. BMecTo 3TOro 0OH pa3MBIIJISI O TOM, He
BBLITIOJIHUJI JTX OH CBOM 00SI3aHHOCTH HEHaMIexKaluM 00pa3oM, pa3rHeBaB CBOET0 X035IMHA.

Yewm Gosbliile 0H 00 3TOM JyMaJl, TeM 0OJIbIle YYBCTBOBAJI, YTO IIOTEPIIEN HEYIady BO BCEM.
Pa3ouyapoBaHHHIN U 3JIICh Ha ce0sI, OH IBITAJICS 3aCHYTh, KOTMIa KpaeM Ila3a 3aMeTHJI, YTO B CIajIbHe
X03siHa Torac cBeT. OH Ccpa3y xKe IepecTas HIEeBeTUThCs, 60sICh, YTO 000K IIYM C eT0 CTOPOHEI
MOKeT pa30yauTh X035 HHa.

OH nexast HemoJBUXKHO Ha CIIKHe, 6e3y4acTHO IS Ha OangaxuH Haf T'OJI0BOH.

YeMm FHYG}KG CTaHOBUIIaCh HOYb, TEM THUIIIE CTAHOBUIIOCH BOKPYT. B ocobusike IIPUHIIA HE CIIBIIIAJIOCh
HH 3BYKd HACEKOMEIX, H KBAKdHbSA JIATYIIEK, TOJIBKO U3PEeOKa HOYHOMU BETEPOK ILIeJIeCTEJl TNCThbIMN
" BETBAMH.

TemHas ¢purypa CKojab3HyJa B TEMHOTY, 1leJIeyCTPEeMJIEHHO HallpaBisasach K 60KOBOM KOMHaATe.
Hounoti BeTep 3¢ pekTUBHO 3ariyliai 3ByK €ro 1Iaros.

Bait CaH BcTas, 4TOOBI MOTYIIUTE JaMiy. Korfa ero pyka KocHynach abaxypa, ero 60eBbie
WHCTUHKTE MTHOBEHHO IIPUBEJIH €T0 B COCTOSTHHE TOTOBHOCTH.

OH He3aMeTHO OCMOTPEJI OKPYZKAIOIIIYIO O6CTaHOBKy, HO HE 06Hapy}KI/IH HHUYero IMoOgoO3PUTEIEHOTO.
OpHako ero MHTYUIUSA IIOOCKa3bIBajla €My, YTO KTO-TO CKPEIBA€TCA B TEHU — OINYyIII€HNe, YTO 3a HUM



Ha6J'IIOJIaIOT, KaK HUT'0JIKH, BIIMBAIOIIHNECHA B CIIMHY, OBIJI0O HEBO3MOXKHO WTrHOPHUPOBATH.

970 orymienue, OyOTO 3a HUM CIEOUT XMIHUK, OBIJIO €My CTPAaHHO 3HAKOMO. B ero rojoBe BO3HUK
o0pa3 OJHOr0 YeIoBeKa.

HMnepaTopckuil reapreel, KOTOPHY Iiepeofesics B Baii JI1o 1 HeCKOJIBKO pa3 MEITaICS ero
c00JIa3HUTb.

— O? INoxoxe, MeHs 00HapyKUTIH.

KT0-TO cupen Ha MOIOKOHHMKE, XOTS OBIIIO HESICHO, KOTTla OH NosiBuiCs. CBeT cBe4ur B KOMHATeE ObLI
TYCKJIBIM, U (pUTypa BHIPHCOBEIBANIACH Ha (POHE JTYHHOTO CBETA, I09TOMY ObLIO HEBO3MOXKHO
pasrIsaineTh SMOLUY B €0 Ijia3ax.

Bau CaH Hanpsr BCce MBILIIE], TPUTOTOBUBIINUCE K NEUCTBUIO.

YesnoBeK B TEMHOTE HAKJIOHUII F'OJIOBY U YCMEXHYJICS:

— Jloporoii, faBHO He BUenuch. COCKy4mics 1o MHe?

Boait Can mpomosnyar, yopaB pyKy ¢ abaxypa. KuHxkal, cBepKarwoIuid C1abbiM 3eJIEHEIM CBETOM,
BBICKOJIb3HYJI M3 €T0 PyKaBa B JIa[lOHb, ¥ OH KPETKO CXKaJl PYKOSITh.

— Yo6upaiics!

OH TOHMU3WUII TOJI0C, €r0 TOH OBLT XOJIOOHBIM M 2KE€CTKHM, JININIEHHBIM KaKuX-1u00 SMOIIHH.

Boait Y:K9H OmyCTHII TT1a3a, CXKaJjl I'yObl ¥ HAXMYPUIICS, TPUTBOPSISICh TPYCTHEIM.

— [ToxoKe, mOPOToH, THL COBCEM He CKydYall 110 MHe. A g CKyd4all Tak, YTO BCe TeJI0 OOJHUT.

ITo Mepe TOro Kak OH I'OBOPHUIJI, €0 TOH CTAHOBHUJICSA BCe 00Jj1ee X0JIO0HEIM, KOKETIHBOE IIOBEeHue
IIPOHBIPEI MCY€E3aJI0, CMEHAACH IMOAABIIAIOITUM YYBCTBOM TaBJIEHHU .

OH BoIIIEN B KOMHATY IIPXA CBETE JIYHHI, €T0 I'/la3a ObIIH I"JIY6OKI/IMI/I U TEMHBIMH, KaK 6e311Ha, nu3
KOTOpOfI He OBIJIO CIIaCeHUs.

XoTs YacTh ero QyILIX TAlHO pafoBajiach, 4TO yOuiila, KakK 0ObIYHO, COITPOTUBIISIIICS 3TOM BEPCUU €T0
CaMoro, Jpyras 4acTh He MOTJIa He YyBCTBOBATh rOPeYM — B KOHIIE KOHI[OB, aXKe B CBOEM UCTUHHOM
00/IMKe X035IMHA OH Temephb OBbIT OTCTPaHeH. UTo MOIIIo He Tak?

Y6wuiilia, KOTOPHIM 3a MOCIeqHNEe HECKOJIBKO THEW CMSATYUIICS U YKPOTHIICS, Tellephb BOPYT udberan



€ro, Kak 9yMHhl.

MoxeT ObITh, CTApPHLI UMIIEPATOP IIOTOBOPHUII C YOuUMIeH 3a ero CIIMHOM U IOBNUSI Ha Hero? Unu
[eJio B 4eM-TO APyrom?

Baii Yx3H nmopmo3peBal He TOJIBKO CTaporo uMIeparopa, HO U HacjaemHoro npuHna u Jyans Jluaa. Ho
OH He MOT OBITh YBEPEH, TO3TOMY PEIIU CHavala CIIPOBOLUPOBATh YOUiIy, YTOOH TOT IIOTEPSIIT
camoo6yafaHue 1, BO3MOXKHO, PACKPhUI IPUUUHY.

— Temeps, KOTa ThHI MOTHSJICS IO COI[AILHOM JIECTHHUIE U CTAJI JIIOOMMIIEM IIPUHIIA, Thl OTTOJIKHYII
MeHd ¥ coBceM 3a0wU1 000 MHe. Kak XeCTOKO.

— [TpuHI MOXKeT NpUKacaThcs K Tebe, mackaTh Te0S U OeNUThCS ¢ TOO0M MHTHMHBIMU MOMEHTaMH, a
s He MOry?

OH TOYHO 3HaJ, KaKKe CJI0Ba pa3031aT Bai Cana. M melCTBUTENbHO, KaK TOMBKO OH 3aKOHUYMI
TOBOPUTH, HECKOJIBKO TOHKMX, II0X0KUX Ha BOJIOCH SIIOBUTHIX UTOJIOK IIOJIETENIM €MY B JIULO. Ban
YK3H He YKJIOHUJICS; UTOJIKU 3afieJId ero L[eKy ¥ BOH3UJIUCh B AEPEBIHHYIO PaMy OKHa [103au HETO.

Wrmnel r1y60KO BOH3UIKUCH B JEPEBO, SICHO ITOKA3EIBAsI, YTO MOTJIO OBl CIIyYUTHCS, €CIU Obl OHU TIONAJN
€My B T'OJIOBY.

— 3aTkHucsk! He myMmaii, 4TO BCce Takue XKe IPs3HbIe, KaK TH. X03SKUH 6J1aropofieH u mobponeTeneH —
KaK KTO-TO Bpofe Tebss MOXKeT C HUM CPaBHUTHCS?

— Ecnu TH elre pas3 6y1181].[b KJIEBETATh HA X034WHA, 3TU AOOBUTEIC UTJIBEI HE IIPOCTO IMOIIagyT B
JEPEBO — OHU BOH3SATCA B TBOH ‘-Iepel'I!

Bait CaH OBIN B IPOCTH, HO, CTUCHYB 3yOHI, IIPOIIUIIES], CTAPasCh TOBOPUTH THXO.
Ero cnoBa Oblu pe3kuMH, U 11000#, Y KOTO €CTh XOTh KallyIi CaMOCO3HaHMs, II0YyBCTBOBAJI OBl CTHIA,.

Ho mMmepaTopcKuil rBapfeel] He pacCepAUICS, a JIUIIb YCMEeXHYIICS.

— ThI Tak IPOCTHO 3allKIIAEIIb MPUHIIA... MOXKET OBITE...

OH moMos4ar, IogyMaB Ha MTHOBEHUE, ITPeXK/Ie YeM MPOIOIKHUTh:

— Moxer 61:>ITI;>, TBHI UCIIEITEIBAEIIb YYBCTBA K HpI/IHLIY?

Korpga on 3agan aToT Bompoc, caMm Bait YxkaH Ovin yausneH. Kazamoch, OH IeHCTBUTEILHO HaEsICs,
yTOo yOuiilla UCIIBITHIBAET K HEMY 0COOBIe UYBCTBa. becco3HaTenbHO OH XOTeN YCIHIaTh, Kak Bait Can
00 MOATBEPAUT 3TO HAIPSIMYIO, THO0 YKIOHUTCS OT OTBETA, MPUBEMS KaKKue-TO ompaBmaHus. K
COXKaJIeHUIO, HU TOT0, HU APYIrOoro He IIPOU3OIILIO.



BBIpa}KeHI/Ie JIna Bai#i CaHa ocTaBaioch HEM3MEHHEIM OT Haudasla 0O KOHIIa, ACHO IIOKa3bIBad, 9YTO OH
He IIUTAJl TeX YYBCTB, Ha KOTOPEIE€ HaOeAJICA Bau YxksH.

Y6wuiitia BEITJISAZIEN TaK, KakK OYATO ero CUIbHO OCKOPOUIIN, ¥ CTPOTO OTYUTAJ €T0:

— Kak nmomumHeHHBIH TOCIIOgHHA, S IPOCTO 0053aH ero 3aluiaTh. Kak TH CMeelb, HMIIePaTOPCKUI
rBappeel, KjieBeTaTh Ha MO0 BEPHOCTh T'OCIIOANHY?

— THI gericTBUTENBHO AyMa€lIllb, 9YTO BCe€ TaKHeE K€ NU3BPAlll€eHHbIE, KdK THI?

Yewm Gosbllle OH TOBOPHII, TeM Oosbinie 3nuicsi. OH YyBCTBOBAJI, UTO UMIIePaTOPCKas TBapaus
0CKOpOJISIeT He TOJIBKO €T0, HO ¥ rocoanHa. Kak yOuUIIEl UM UMIIEPAaTOPCKasi TBapAUs, UX Ielb
OblTa KUTh [JIS CBOET0 I'OCIIOOUHA — TOCIOIUH OBITT BCeM. ITO OBIIO TO, UTO UX JIUAEP IMOBTOPSII UM C
IIeTCTBa.

BcrioMHUB, KakK 3TOT UMIIEpPaTOPCKUY IBapAeel] BCerfia HeyBaKUTEIbHO OTHOCHUJICS K TOCIIOfUHY, Baii
Can Hayas nofo3peBaTh, YTO TOT MOXKET 3aMBILIIATh U3MEHY.

B mpyrux obcTosTenbcTBax Bait Can ckopee yous OBl TPU TRICSIYM YeJIOBEK I10 ouIuOKe, 4eM
mpomycTuil 6b1 omHOTO. HO TekyImas cuTyarms Oblla HeueaaTbHOM.

OH omyCTHII I71a3a, IOTPY3UBIIKUCH B pa3ayMbsi. MoxeT OBITh, OH MOT OBl BRIMAHHUTE €70 Ha YIIULY U
3acTaTh BPaCIJIOX?

Baii CaH ncKpeHHE HamepeBaJscs yOuTs ero. OH XOPOIIO CKPHIBaJl CBOM yOMNCTBEHHbIE HAMEPEHNUS,
HO Boii YK3H, IpOBeAIINY C HUM CTOJILKO BpeMeHHU, JaBHO IIPUBHIK KO BCEM €T0 MaJIeHbKUM
npuBEYKaM. Kak OH MOT He 3HaTh, YTO 3aMblluisieT Baut Can?

OH OBITT OMTHOBPEMEHHO 3071 ¥ pa3BecesieH. C omHOM CTOPOHEHI, Baii CaH usberai ero, ¢ Ipyroi —
3asIBJISJI O CBOEY JIOSIIBHOCTH Iepef APYruMHU. YTO Ke UMEeHHO TBOPUJIOCH B T'OJIOBE 3TOT0 YOUUIIBI?

BokoBast KOMHaTa He paclojaraia K KakuM-ITu00 JeicTBUsSIM, U Bart UkK9H TakxkKe 0€CIIOKOUIICS, YTO
Baii CaH MoXeT 00HApyKHUTb, YTO TJIaBHAS CIIa/IbHS MMycTa. [1o coBnageHuio, 06a OHU OyMalu O TOM,
KaK BEIM@HUTh APYT ApyTra u3 60KOBOM KOMHATHI.

3Has, uTo Bait CaH He momguuHUTCS H0OPOBONIBbHO, Bait UxkaH mpuber K HeOOIBbIION YIIOBKE.

Crna0ulif, TOUTH He3aMeTHHIYM apoMaT Hadasl IPOHUKATh B KOMHATY. Te, y KOT0 He OYeHb
YYBCTBUTEJIbHBIN HIOX, MOTJIU [laXe He 3aMeTUTh €ro.

Kaxk Tonbko Baii CaH moHSsII, YTO 3TO OBIIO, OH 3aTawI JkIXaHue. BpeMeHHast craibHs X0351HA
HaXO[MJIaCh MPSIMO 110 COCEACTBY — KakK 3Ta KO03eJI TIOCMeJl IPUMEHSTh TaKue IOMJIbIe YIOBKY IPSIMO
y X035IMHa 10T HOCOM?



TToTpsICEHHBIN U Pa3bAPEHHBIH, HO 0IIACasCh MTOTPEBOXKMUTD CIISIIEro 10 COCECTBY X03sIMHA, OH He
OCMEJIHIICS [eHCTBOBATh OMpoMeTYnuB0. OH MOT TOJIBKO BO3MYIIEHHO MOTTISOLIBATh Ha
TPUOIUKAOIIEr0Cs KMIIEPAaTOPCKOT0 IBapAeHIia.

CMmaryaroIuii opoiok O 3PeKTUBEH MPOTHUB OOBIYHBIX JIIOZIEH, HO ero OBIJI0 HeIOCTaTOYHO,
yTOOBI 06e3BpenuTh youtiry. Baii YxkaH He cobupascs MOTHOCTHIO BHIBOOUTH Bait CaHa U3 CTpos —
IIOCTATOYHO OBILJIO JIUIIh CHU3UTD €TI0 JIOBKOCTh Ha ABAAIATh IIPOIIEHTOB.

Baii CaH cxXkam pyKy, ¥ JeUCTBUTEIIbHO, ero ABUXKEHUS ObUIM MeHee JIOBKUMHU, YeM OOBIUHO.
Bocnonb3oBaBimuchk MOMeHTOM, Bait Y:k9H COKpaTHII pacCTOsSIHUE ¥ 00€30PYKHUIT €70, BLIOWB KUHKAI
U3 PYKH.

Teno yOuiIre OBIIO YCHIIIAHO CMEPTOHOCHEIM OPYyXKKeM, 1 Bait UkK3H HEe 0CMeInBajCst pUCKOBATh.
Yrobrl 06e3BpenuTh Baii CaHa, OH JONKeH OBIT CHadasla HeMTpaaru30BaTh ero PyKHu.

KoHeuHO, OH He MOT 3aCTaBUThL Ce0s1 BLIBUXHYTh 3alsICThs YOUNLIEI, TO3TOMY COEPKUBAJICs, a Baii
CaH He OBUI U3 TeX, KTO JIETKO CHAaeTCs.

Wx cTunu 60€BBIX KCKYCCTB IIPOUCXOOUIN U3 OJHOM LIKOJH], HO Bait YxkaH OBLI, eCTECTBEHHO, 6oJee
OTIBITEH ¥ u3ydan ux 6ojee riay0oko. Bait CaH crielann3npoBajcs Ha CMEPTOHOCHBIX TEXHUKAX,
IpefHa3HaYeHHBIX [7151 yOUNCTBA ONHUM yJapoM — B peasibHOM 0010 OH He OB eMy pOBHel. B
COYeTaHUU CO CBOMMU MHOTOYHCIEHHBIMU OTOBOPKaMU OH OBICTPO OKa3aJiCs B HEBEITOOHOM
TI0JIOKEHUN.

— VuuTHBas HAIly HCTOPUIO, THI MOT OBI XOTSI OBI IIPOSIBUTH HEMHOT'0 MUJIOCePaus. Tak JIeTKo
npuberaTh K CMEPTOHOCHOH CHITe — 3TO [IeACTBUTEILHO pa30MBaeT MHE Cepille.

Boaii Yk3H cka3sar, 4To ero pa361/1110 cepAre, HO ero rjia3a OBLIY TTOTHEI PagocCTH.

MSITKui IOPOIIOK [IJISE CYXOXKUIMK ITUPKYIUPOBAJ 110 €r0 TeNTy BMEeCTe C IIOTOKOM IIH; TO, UTO
cHadajsa OBIIo JIeTKOM c1aboCThio, TeTeph YCUIIUIIOCH 10 YMEPEHHOM CTeleHu. YOuiilla TSXKeo
OBIIAT, eT0 COMPOTHBIIEHKE OBIIIO0 SIBHO cllabee, 4eM paHbIIIe.

Bocnonb3oBaBuiucs MOMeHTOM, Baii YkaH npuxkan Baii CaHa K CTOIy, 3a7I0MUJI €My PYKU 3a CIUHY U
KPETIKO CXKaJl 3alsaCThs. YOuiilia MoTr TOJIbKO THEBHO IIOCMOTPETh HA HET0 U3-TIOf JI00bSI U HEOXOTHO
CKa3aThb:

— Trl He GOUIIBCS, YTO XO3SIMH Y3HAET U CBEPHET Tebe roJIoBy?

I1st Bat YkoHa yrpo3a yOuinbl He Ka3anach yCTpALlalolieil — HalpOTUB, OHA HAIIOMUHAJIA EMY
HAIBIIIEHHYI0 KOIIKY, KOTOPOU MOACTPUTIIA KOTTH U KOTOPAs IMBITAETCS 3allyraTh HUYEM, KPOME
MSITKOTO, CBUPEIOT0 B3TJISA/A.

EMy mpwuiiina B T0JIOBY 030pHAasi MEICIb. I10f y2Kacaioum B3risimoM Bait CaHa oH 0CBOOGOIUI ONHY



PYKY ¥ TIOTSIHYJICS K €T0 TPycCaM, 3allelluB MasblleM 3a MIHYPOK. HaKIOHUBIIKCE K €70 YXY, OH THXO
TTPOILETITAJT:

— KoneuHo, 51 60tock. Ho MHe eltle 60blile ”HTEPECHO — YUUTHIBAS TBOI HETOKOJIEOUMYIO BEPHOCTh
IPHUHITY, YTO OH IMOAYMAeT, eclii 0OHAPYKUT, YTO THI pa3BieKaeIlIbCs MPSIMO Yy Hero mog HocoM? OH
IIPOCTUT Te0S U3 YBAXKEHUS K TBOEH IIPEJaHHOCTU?

Boait Yk9H, KOHEYHO, IPa3HUIT €70, HO MBIC/Ib O TAKOM CIIeHAapUH BEI3Bajla B HEM MPO6IECK
IPEIBKYIIEHUS.

B03M02KHO, OCTphIE OLIYILIEHUS OT HApYyIIEHUS 3allpeTa 3aCTaBUIu Obl yOUMITY IIJIaKaTh OT CThIA U
SIPOCTH.

Y6uiina, ka3anoch, MCKpeHHE PacCMaTpUBall 3Ty BO3MOXKHOCTh. Bait CaH MrHOBeHHO mo0efHen —
OH 3HAaJI, YTO 3TOT YeJIOBEK BIIOJIHE CIIOCOOEH BHIIOHUTEL CBOIO YIPO3Y.

Ero B3rnsm HEBOJILHO YCTPEMHUIICA K TEMHOH CIIaJibHE, U B OlLIETIEHEHUU OH IMpeaCTaBUIL cebe X035IMHa,
CTOAIIEero y IBepu, CMOTPAIIETO Ha HEeT'0 C IIpe3peHneM U OTBPAIllEHHEM, Ha3bIBAIOIIIETO €T0
OTBPATUTEJIBHBIM U HU3KHUM, OCKBEPHSAIOIINM €TI0 B3TJIsAL.

OT omHO¥ TONBKO 3TOM MBICTH Y Baii CaHa IMOTEMHEJO B I'1a3aX, Kak 0yaTo He00 06pyLIInIoCch Ha
Hero.

Bce ero Temo HEKOHTPOIUPYEMO APOKajo, U OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI CUJIbHBIM, ITPOHU3BIBAIOIINY 10 KOCTEN
XOJIO,

OH [pOKAIIUM T0JI0COM TPOOOPMOTAII.

— Viinu... He MOOXOOU KO MHE...

Bait UK9H HaKOHeI] 3aMeTHJI, UTO C yOuiilel 4To-To He TakK. Ero ceppile cxKayoch, ¥ OH IIOBEPHYI
youiiy K cebe nuiioM. YCTaBUBILIKCH B ITapy CJIE3HHIX I'J1a3 I[BeTa IIepCUKa, OH 3aMep.

Ero u3bunu go cies?

['ma3a yOuiIs! ObIIM KpacHEIMU, @ KOHYUK HOCA ITOKPACHETI 0 09apOBaTeIbHOI'0 PO30BOTI0 I[BETa.
Yewm Gomnbiie Bait Yk3H cMOTpes, TeM 0OJIbIlle OH UCIBITHBAJ K HEMY HEKHOCTh. He B cunax
yoepXkKaThCs, OH IIpHUKa ero K cebe, IOIle0Bal ero BlaXKHbIe T1a3a U MOAPa3HUI:

— [ToueMy THI TaKOi HEXXHHBIN? ¢ ellle HUUET0 He cHeal — TOJIbKO HEMHOTO ITOofipa3Hui Te0s, a Th
yXKe TIavelb.
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