Ha I[aHHBIfI MOMEHT AGesb ObII €IJUHCTBEHHBIM KHA3€M NEMOHOB, IIO3TOMY CaMO €TI0 IIPUCYTCTBUE B
POOHLBIX 3EMJIAX HE YOUBIISAIIO, 4 BOT IIOSIBJIEHHE B UMII€EPATOPCKOM OBOPIIE YK€ BBI3bIBAJIO BOIIPOCHI.

B urpe cynnba ero ckiapbiBanach BecbMa He3aBUAHO. OH OBIJT CHIHOM IIPEbIAYIero uMIepaTopa
IEeMOHOB, KOTOPOro JIMHAuOp yOUI B 4eCTHOM IOEIUHKE, TIOCTIE YEeTo 10 ITPaBy 3aHsa KpoBaBslii
IPECTOoI.

C TouKY 3peHus JIIofel TaKoro MOTEeHIMaIbHOTO Bpara CJiefloBajio YCTPaHUTh KaK MOXKHO OBICTpeE,
HO JIeMOHBI MBICTUIN uHaue. g JIuugropa octaBuTh AGess B JKUBHIX OBLIO BHICIIEH (OpMOK
TpuyMda. CaMo ero CyIiecTBOBaHHUE €XKeIHEeBHO HAallOMUHAJIO BCEM U KaxaoMy: «f yOum ero otua u
CTaJI HOBLIM UMIIEPATOPOM, @ OH HUYETr0 He CMOT C 9THM CHejaTh».

VIMeHHO Tak: y pachl, TIe CHJia 3Ha4YuJIa BCE, BJIaCTh IPUHAMJIeXkKaa CAIbHeleMy. 31eck He OBII0
MecCTa 4YeJI0BeYECKUM IIPefICTaBIeHUsIM O MECTH WJIM KPOBHOM Bpaxae. B 9ToM u 3aKmio4yanach OgHa
M3 CaMBIX HEOOBIUHBIX 0COOEHHOCTENH HEMOHOB.

[ToaToMy, HEB3Upas Ha TUTYJT €IUHCTBEHHOIO KHS35, IO0XKeHre AGeslst 0CTaBajoCh KpaHe
maTKuM. [1o cyacThio, TapeHb o0nafal XKUBY4YeCThIO TapakaHa ¥ yHaACJIe[0Bajl OT OTIA BHIIAIOIIYIOCS
60eByt0 Mo1Ih, OIarogapsi YeMy MOT OTCTauBaTh COOCTBEHHOE JOCTOMHCTBO CaMbIM YOeIUTeTbHBIM
IJIsT HEMOHOB CIIOCOO0OM: KyJTaKaMH.

Ho HecMOTPS Ha 3TO, BO ABOPEL] €My BXOAUThL HE NO3BOJISIIOCE.

Tak 4To OH 37mech 3a0bIT?

Co ®ato crano mobonsTHO. OH TpoHYT CaMasns 3a PyKy, U OHU 3aTauIiCh, PEIIUB IIOCMOTPETh, UTO
OynmeT manbiie.

AGenb menCTBUTENBHO MTpoOpacs ciofga TankoM. [[Burascs oH jnerko u 6ecurymuo. byns Co ®ait
Of¥H, BOOOIIe HE 3aMeTus Okl ero. BCE-TaKu acCaCHH BHICIIETO PAHTa — 3TO BaM He IIYTKH.

IeMoH cobmofan KpaiHIO 0CTOPOXKHOCTD. [10X0Ke, IMIaHNPOBKY ABOPIIA OH TOXKEe 3Hall
IIPEBOCXOMHO, IIOTOMY YTO YMeJI0 00XOMKIT MHOTOYKCIIEHHEIE TTAaTPY/IH, B30erasl CKPHITHIX 3aIlATHHIX
6aprepoB u 6e301mr60YHO BEIOUPan 6€30MaCHLEIM MapIIPyT.

Wty 3a HUM 0Ka3ajIoCh Jaxe ymo6Ho. OueHb CKOPO CTAJIo SICHO, YTO HAMPABJISETCS OH K TDOHHOMY
3any. OTnsgeBIIKUCh TI0 CTOPOHaM, AGeNb CKONb3HY BHYTph. Co @3t 1 CaMasyb MOCIIe0BaIu 3a
HUM.

BHYTpeHHee YGpaHCTBO 3aJia IMOJTHOCTBIO COOTBETCTBOBAJIO BKyCaM OEMOHOB, BCIOAY I'OCIIOOCTBOBAIIHA
‘-IépHBIfI " (i)HOHeTOBBII;I. HeCMOTpH Had MPAYHYIO IIAJINTPY, IIOMEIIEeHNEe Ka3aJI0Ch IIPOCTOPHEIM U
BE€JIN4YECTBEHHLIM, GYKBaJ'IBHO IIOJIaBJIsIsI CBOEM MOIIIBIO.



[TepBeiM menom B3rmsan Co ®as yman Ha KpoBaBelil mpecTos. Bum oH MMes POCKOIIHBIH U
BHYIIUTEIbHBIH, BOIJIOIIAs BCIO TI000Bh JEMOHOB K ITOKA3HOU CUJIE U BEJIUKOJIEMUIO.

['maBHOe ke 3aK/II0Yanochk B ApyroM. TpoH OBLI TPOCTO OIPOMEH, IIPH KeJITaHWK Ha Hero 6e3 Tpyda
cen Obl JECSITOK YeJI0BeK B Psif. M He TOIBKO Cell: 30eCh MOXKHO OBIJIO YCTPOUTH TO CAMOE

JIeTeHapHOe MPa3gHEeCTBO AecaTephix. JX... Co @3l MBICIEHHO LOKHY SI3EIKOM. Bripouem, Temneps
3TO BBI3BIBAJIO Y HETO Pa3Be YTO JIETKYIO HOCTAJIbIMI0, HUKAKMX COXKAJIEHUH OH y2Ke He UCITHITHIBAIL.

Opuako A6enst KpoBaBblil TPeCTON COBEPILIEHHO He uHTepecoBan. OH Haxe He B3TJISHYII B €T0
CTOPOHY, @ BMECTO 3TOT0 HallpPaBUJICS K IIKpPMe Y JIeBOM CTEHHI.

Yrto oH cobupaetcs nenath? Heyxkenu cupsdyeTcs TaM u OyaeT XKOaTh Bo3BpaleHus JInHAuopa,
yTOOBI HAaNlaCTh U3 3acafbl? HeT, maxe [ HETO 9TO CIIUIIKOM 6e3pacCymHo.

Y10 OBl OH HU 3aAyMaJl, ero Hy2KHO KaK-TO BEICTABHUTE OTCIO[A. O Bxofe mof TPOHOM HE€ OOJIZKEH
Y3HaThb HUKTO.

Tem BpeMeHeM AOesb OTOABUHYJI ITUPMY, 00HAXKUB YEPHYIO CTEHY 3a Hel, ¥ HaydaJl OILIyIIbIBaTh €€
IIOBEPXHOCTH, YTO-TO BHIMCKMUBas. HakoHeI] OH HaIIEN HYXKHYIO TOUKY ¥ C CUJION HaXal. Pasgancs
TUXWY [eJTY0K. aCTh CTEHH! yIIIa BHYTPh, OTKPHIB TEMHYIO HUIIY.

IleMOH BHMMATEIbHO 3arJIsSHYJ B HE€, 3aTeM 3alyCTUI pyKy BHyTphb. Co @3l Haxmypuics. YTo oH
TaM HIIeT?

Yepes HEKOTOPOe BpeMsi AGesb BEITAIIUIT HAapyKYy KAKYI0-TO TPSAMUIY C TUTPOBHIM y30poM. OH
HEIOYMEHHO Pa3BEepPHYI HAXOOKYy ¥ CMYIIEHHO 3aCThUI. JTO 4TO BooOIe Takoe? Ha Bum Bpome Hapsm,
HO HACTOJILKO 00JIeTalolInii, YTO Ha3BaTh €0 OMIEKIOM SI3hIK He IToBOpauuBascs. Emé B HEM ObIIN
[IBa OTBEPCTHUS Ha I'PYAX U OJHO BHU3Y, TaK YTO HAPSM 9TOT HE CKPHIBAJI POBHEIM cYéToM Huuyero! U
YTO XyKe BCEro — K HeMY IpUJIarajacs KOPOTKHUM MyIIUCTHIN XBOCT, OKAHYMBAIOUTUNCS TTTAOKUM U
HEMHOT'0 OKPYTJIHIM He(PUTOBHIM CTOJIOMKOM, ITpeHa3HauYeHue KOTOporo 6110 6o1ee yueM
OYEBUIHEIM.

Co ®9if ToKEe IPEKPACHO BCE PA3TJIsifeNl ¥ TOTEPST Jap PeYH.

«IlapeHs, TH Yero yaymasni?»

C HCKpeHHUM OTBpallleHueM Ha nuile AOelb MIBHIPHYJT HaX0OKY Ha 1oi. ITociie KOpOTKOM BHYTPEeHHEH
60pbrOBI OH CHOBA CYHYJT PYKY B TaHUK. Ha 9TOT pas3 eMy Imomascs AepeBsHHEIHN Tapell, MOKPHITHII
MCKYCHOM pe3b00ii U SIBHO CTOMBINMM HEMaNbIX feHer. OH HEKOTOPOe BpeMsi Kojiebasics, HO BCE XKe
OTKPEHLI ero. bpocui BHYTPh OOWH B3TJISAM... M TYT 2Ke 3aXJIONHYJ KPHILIKY. bieiHOe MU0 BCIBIXHYIIO
SIPKUM PyMSHIEM.

X0Ts OH 3aKpHLI KPHIIKY 1049TH cpa3y, Co @311 Bce XKe ycnen yBUOETh COgepxKuMoe... BHyTpu



yexara meas KOJUIEKITUs UTPYIIeK OIS CAaMbIX HEITPHUCTOMHBIX yTeX, 3a00TIMBO PacCOPTUPOBAHHBIX
oT Masa fo Benuka. Camasi MajieHbKasi Obljla He TOJIIIe MU3KHIIA, a caMas 00JIbIast MOTJIa
TIOCOIIEPHUYATh C PYKOM B3POCIIOT0 MYKYHHHI...

s AGens 9TOT napen sIBHO ObLI Xy2Ke pacKaneHHoro yrisa. OH IOCIenIHo 0TOPOCHII ero Mpoyb, HO
3allésika 0OKa3alach CIUIIKOM c1a0ol; Ipy mafeHuy KpHIIIKa OTKPLUIAch, ¥ COLEePKUMOe
IIOKQTUJIOCH IIO0 IIOTTY.

Hemon 3acTei1. OH Begb mpo6pascs cioa TalKoM, ¥ yCTpauBaTh 6€CIOPsIIOK ObIIO TOCTIEIHUM, YET0
eMy xoTesiochb. OH HaXMypPHIICS eIl CUIbHee, HO AenaTh Obi10 Heuero. C KpaliHe HECYACTHBIM U
pa3mpaxkEHHBEIM BUOOM OegHSTa IPUCEeIT ¥ Havasl CKIageiBaTh BCE 00paTHO.

Co ®sit, HabTIOMABIINMH 3@ TPOUCXOMSIITNM, OTBEPHYJICS M YTKHYJICS JIUIOM B Tpynb Camasis,
OTYASTHHO TIRITASICh HEe PACX0X0TaThCs. CephEe3HO, Ha 9TO K€ HEeBO3MOXKHO CIIOKOHHO CMOTPETh!

[Tocne atoro AGenb U3BNEK U3 TaWHUKA IMIKATYJIKY C KAKUMU-TO BUOpaTopaMu COBEPIIEHHO
BO3MYTHTEJIFHOTO BUMIa, HAO0P (PHOIETOBHIX MIETOK, Tapy UCKYCHO HIITIOCTPUPOBAHHEIX alTb00MOB,
1300paXkaIX MyKYHUH B CAMBIX 3aTEHIMBEIX 1103aX, a TAaKXKe HECKOJIbKO 9KCTPaBaraHTHHIX SIPKUX
KOMIIJIEKTOB HUXKHETO O€eJIbsi ¥ 3aMHBICIIOBATHIX HAPSIIOB. ..

C Kaxmoit HOBOM HAaXOOKOM OH CBUpeINesl Bcé 0oibiie u O0bIne, CepauTo 60pMoyYa Mo HOC:

— BbeccTripgHUK... M3BpaiieHel... Pa3BpaTHUK...

Co @310 CTpAIIHO XOTEJIOCh ero IMOMPABUTE: «A 5 IyMalo, 3[eCh JIy4llle [IOAOUAYT CII0Ba «Yy[OBUILE
IoXoTnuBoe». Y BooO1ie, 4To TH HafeeIllhLCcsa TaM HauTu?»

[Toka OH MBICTIEHHO OCTpHII, AGesTh HallIE B HUIIIE YTO-TO po30Boe. Co ®ait pemui G0, YTO 9TO eIé
KaKo0e-TO CTPaHHOe GeJTbUIIIKO, HO KOT/Ia TOT Pa3BEPHYII BELIHIlY, Ila3a 37bda Cy3UIUCE.

9T0 Ke ero NpoCTpaHCTBeHHBIN Memodek! TOT camblii, YTO oToOpas JIMHAMOp U ero ciayru!

AGenb IOBEPTENT €T0 B PyKaX, TUXOHBKO YTO-TO IMPo0ypyYarn ¥ B TalHUK Gosbile He mose3. IToxoxke, OH
HAIIIEJI TO, YTO UCKaJl.

YTo Ke OH, 3a MemoykoM mpuxongun? Co ®ai BcTpeBoxkuicsad. OH U caM XOTeJI BEePHYTh ero, HO
TIOHSITUS He uMeJl, Kyga JIMHIUOP ero CIpSTall, U Jaxe He 3HaJl, C Yero HayaTh MIOMCKH. A Temepb
MEIIOYeK HEeOXKUIAaHHO 0Ka3aJjcs B pyKax AGers.

Takou maHC BTOPOY pa3 He IpefcTaBUTCsA. ECnu yIyCTUTh ero cervyac, HeU3BEeCTHO, YBULUT JIX OH
KOrfga-HuOyOb CBOU IOXKUTKY.



EMy maxe He HYKHO OBLIIO 03By4MBaTh CBOM MBICTH, CaMasyb u 6e3 CJI0B y2Ke BCE MOHSIIL.
CKpHIBaThCS Hasblile He uMeso cMeiciaa. Co O3t mepecTasn IpsITaThCs U CHEIa Iar BIepée.

Vix BHe3allHOE TOsIBIeHKe 3acTaBuiIo AGess B3OpOorHyTh. ETo peakuus Oplzla MOTHUEHOCHOM: OH TYT
JKe TIpuHsI 00eByI0 CTOWKY, TOTOBHIM aTaKOBaTh B /1000 MOMeHT. OOHAKO pa3TiisifeB, KTO epeq
HUM, OH YOUBJIEHHO OMYCTUII OPyXKHUE.

Co ®sit TeM BpeMeHEM JIUXOPALOYHO PAa3MBIIIJISA, KaK 3aIl0oNTyYuTh Melodyek o0paTHO. 715 Hero oH
ObL1 0ueHb BaxkeH. Cyns 10 BHEIIHEMY BU[y, TOT OCTaBaJICs LIeJIbIM, a 3Ha4YuT, JIMHAUOD U ero
IIOMOIITHUKMY €IIl€ He CyMeJId B3JIoOMaTh IPOCTPAHCTBEHHbIE Yaphl, U BCE BHYTPH OBLIO B COXPAaHHOCTH.

Tam xpaHunace chepa namsaT BUKCaHHBI, KOTOPYIO OH JOJIXKEH BEePHYTH Jt000H IeHoH. [[axke eciu
IPUAETCS IPUMEHUTH CUILY.

VBupes anbda, AGesnb mociae KpaTKoM 3aMUHKY (DBLIPKHYIT ¥ BHOBb HAIIYCTHII Ha Ce0sT BBICOKOMEPHEIHN
BUM. A 3aTeM cuenan To, 4ero Co ®3i HUKAK He 0XKM[all: IIPOCTO GPOCHI eMy MeIIoYexK.

— B3pocrblii MyKUK, a JTI00UT Po30Boe... Hy 1 BKyCH y Te0s.

[ToimaB Memouek, Co @31 emie He BepUI CBOEMY CYacThi0. CTOUIO KOCHYTHCS 3HAKOMOT'0
MaTepHrasa, 1 COMHEHHU He 0CTaloCh: 9TO IeHCTBUTENBHO IMonapokK Bukcanuwul. U 910 BCE? Tak
npocTto? OH yxXKe ycien NIpuAyMaTh OeCSATOK IIJIaHOB, KaK BEITOPTOBaTh €70, faXxe BapuaHT C ApaKou
paccmaTpuBa. A oH B3 4 caM OTHal.

3aMeTUB ero ollapallneHHbH Bud, AGesnb ciaerka cMyTtusics. OH OTBEPHYIICS U CYX0 OYpKHYII:

— He mo6:mi0 ocTaBaTbCs B HONTy. Temepb Mbl KBUTHL.

He moxwupmasick 0TBeTa, OH PACTBOPHUJICS B TEHSX, SBHO COOMpPasiCh MOKUHYThH ABOPEII.

JInmb Torma Co @311 oKoHYATeNbHO MpHUInen B ce0g. OH He 3HAJ, YTO U JyMaTh: AGenb TalHO IPOHUK
CIo[la pafgyu Hero, pUCKYys XKMU3HBI0. YTO Ke KacaeTcs OoNra... BuguMo, oH TOBOPHUJI O Cydae B
COKPOBHUILHUIIE, KOTTa II0CJIe BEIXOAA U3 TOU KOMHATH Co @3t HeMHOro nopjatain ero. OH caM yxke
OaBHO 3a0BLT 0 TeX COOBITUAX, a BOT ADesib, 0Ka3EIBAeTCs, IOMHUII. ..

[ToMHUIT HACTOJIBKO XOPOIIO, YTO MPoOpasCcs B UMIEPAaTOPCKUM IBOPEL] JINIIb 3aTeM, YTOOH BEPHYTh
eMy 3Ty Belb. CKa3aTs, 4T0 Co ®2it He OBUT TPOHYT, 3HA4YUI0 OB COBPaTh. K coxanenuto, Abenb
YIIET CIIUIIKOM OBICTPO — OPOCUI OfHY Ppa3y U CKPBIICA C Ij1a3, TOJIBKO ero U BUAEIIH.

— He Bonmyiicsa, — ycrmokoun ero Camassnb. — §1 HaJIOXKUII Ha HETO [JONOJIHUTEIbHbIE Yaphl
HEBUOUMOCTH.



Co @311 0671er4Y€HHO BRIIOXHYII. Temeps ero TOYHO HUKTO He 3aMeTHT, a eciid oHu ¢ CaMasneM
HEMHOT0 3[1eCh HaciensT, JIMHOUOD ¥ BOBCe He CTaHeT mogo3peBaTh AbGensi. CipsTaB MeIIoYeK, OH
COCPEeNOTOYMIICS Ha 60Jiee BaKHBIX BelllaX.

CaMaarb emné pa3 BHUMATENTbHO OCMOTPEJ OKPECTHOCTH. YOEIUBIINCDH, YTO MOOTHU30CTH HUKOTO HET,
OH mopomuén Kk KpoBaBoMy MpecTony U C YCUIMEM CABUHYI €T0 B CTOPOHY. [Tog HUM 00HapyKUIaCh
POBHas TTafKas MiInTa u3 GuoneToBoro Hedputa. Hu HaMEéKka Ha BXOH, HY [axKe IIEI0YKU. Hugero.

3meck TpeboBascs ocoOwlit MeTon. Ha ero moucku Co ®ait Korga-To MOTPATUI HEMAJIO BDEMEHU U B
KOHIIe KOHIIOB BHISICHUJI, YTO KJII0UOM CITyKUT KpoBb Camasns. [ToueMy UMEHHO OHa OTKphIBasia
IIPOXOI, OH TOTMa TaK M He y3Ha/l. BO3M0OXKHO, OTBET HAUOETCS B 3TOT pas.

Camasnb cnerka Hagpesas najel. Anas KaIls KpOBY yajia Ha HepPUTOBYIO IIUTY U GeccliefHO
BIIKMTanach. ®MOIETOBLIM KaMeHb CTajl IPO3pPavyHBIM, a 3aTeM U BoBce ucyes. [lepen HUMU OTKPBIICS
YEPHBIM TPOBaJl.

B npomneiii pa3 nepcoHax Co @34 ynan Tyna, He UMesl KPBUJIbEB, U IIOIIPOCTY PYXHYJI BHU3. Tenepn
Camasyb MOT JIeTaTh, ¥ UX ITyTEIIeCTBUe Hauanoch Kyfa 0ojiee HOCTORHO.

IIeMOH pacmpaBuil Kpelbs, mpuxkan Co ®as1 K cebe ¥ marHyJ1 B YEPHBIN ITPOBAJ, a 3aTEM U3HYTPHU
BepHYI KpoBaBhIl TPeCcTONT Ha IIpexXHee MecTo. BXof cyIiiecTBOBajl BCETO MUHYTY, IIOCJIE Yero
Ipoxof ucyesan 0e3 ciena, ¥ YToObI OTKPHITh €0 BHOBL, CHOBa TpeboBasiach KpoBb CaMasss.

B cnepyiomee MrHOBEHNE OHU CTPEMUTEIBHO MTafiaiy BHU3. HaBCTpeuy HenpephIBHEIM TOTOKOM OMJI
JIedsTHOY BeTep, HaCTOJIbKO XOJIOLHBIN, YTO IPOHU3LIBAJI IO KocTed. Beckope Co @3yt Havasl OpoxXaTth
BCEM TeJIOM. 3aMeTuB 3T0, CaMassb YKPHII er0 KPLIIbIMY, U Cpa3y CTaJio ropas3fo Telee.

9T0 OB €AMHCTBEHHEIN Ny Th Yepe3 Mope Be3MATeKHOCTH, TIOA KOTOPHIM JiexXanu be3noHHbIe
['myOuHBI — FUTAHTCKOE yIleIbe, HAaIOMUHABIIIEE XKYTKYI0 U TEMHYIO BIIafIUHYy Ha JHE MOPCKOM.
OuepTaHUs ero TEPSIUCH BO MpakKe.

Xenb 6171 orpoMeH. HacToONMbKO, YTO KOTHA-TO 3aCTPSII CPEX 3TUX KaMEHHBIX Pa3JIOMOB U yKe
TBICSTYM JIET He MOT BRIPBAThCSA HapyKy. Co BpeMeHeM CHUJIHI TIOKUAIK €T0, ¥ YeM ciiabee OH
CTAHOBUJICS, TEM MEHBIIIE 0CTABaI0Ch IIIaHCOB OCBOOOIUTHCS.

Y notoMy oH 6b11 00ped€H OCTaBaThCS 3[ECh B ITOJTHOM ONMHOYECTBE, CPeiU BEYHOM TUIIUHEI 1
X0JI0a, MeHb 3a THEM OXKHUMas CMEPTH.

Takoe cyiecTBoBaHHE TPYIHO OBITO HA3BATh KUIHBIO.

Korga Camasnb u Co ®sii HaKOHeI] JOCTUTIN be3noHHbIX [ TyOuH, IEePBEIM, YTO OHU YBUAETH, ObLI
OTPOMHBEIM OPAKOH IIBeTa U3yMPYHa.



Ilaxe ceryac ero Teyo rmopaxajo KpacoTou: U3SIIHbIE TNHUY, BEJITNUECTBEHHBIE OUEePTaHus,
OmaropoHbie TPOMOPIMH. HeTpyaHO GBIIO TPeNCTaBUTh, HACKOJIBKO TPAHIMO3HO OH BHITJISMIEN, Maps
B HeOecax. Ho Temephb 0OH 0OKa3aJiCs 3aTOYEH B 9TOM MECTe, IMIIEHHLIM CBeTa ¥ HaJeXK Ik,
COBEPIIEHHO OIHUH.

Camasns mpubnusumncs. Bonbinre 3e€HbE TTa3a JpakKoHa CMOTPENU IyCcTo U 6e3ku3HeHHo. Ho
BAPYT B HUX BCIIBIXHYJI CBET HafleXkKbl. B THIIMHE pa3fasncs ciabblil rojoc:

— JloHe, THI...
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