Bopma B yaliHUKe 3aKuIesa.

bau 1135Hb, 3aCy4yUB pyKaBa, IPUHSAJICS 3aBapuBaTh Yall [JI CTAPOr0 rocnofuHa. ToT MegjieHHO
CMEeHMJI TI03y B BOJe U, HeyK/IIoXkKe repedupasi XBOCTOM, BrIOpasics Ha cTyneHbKU. OH OBIT BECh
MOKpBIi, HO B KOMHaTe OBIIO TEIIo.

TYT XKe mmopmbexkana ClIy2kaHKa C OJ€edJIOM U HaKHMHYJIa €r0 Ha IIJie4YX CTapUKa.

Bait Umaub cen Hanpotus baii Li3saus. Ero Bonock Obiin cepbiMu. OH Halllynas Ha CTOJie OYKY [T
YTeHUs U Hagen ux. Koxka Ha THIIbHOM CTOPOHE €ro JlafioHel Obljla MOPIIMHUCTOM, KaK KOpa CTaporo
nepesa. [Ipoxalled pyKOy OH B34JI YalllKy, KOTOPYI0 eMy IpoTaHyl bau LI35gHb.

— bBaii 1[3gHb, y Te6s ToXKe MOABUINCh MOPIIMHBI, — MHOTO3HAYHUTEIbHO 3aMETHJII CTaphIi TOCIIOANH.
— ThI TOXe cTapeellb.

— Ia, — ynei6nysncs bait [[3gHE.

CTapBIfI TOCIIOOVH paCcCMesJICd, ero rjia3a CBETUJIINCh 0JIO6p6HI/IeM.

Ou Bupern, Kak bai 1I351Hs moTepsin BCE. BeuHas xXu3Hb ObIIa [IJIsT HET'O CBOEr0 pofa Haka3aHueM. OH
Bcerma 0ecroKoucs, 6eCIIOKOUICSA 0 MHOTOM, Oecriokouncs, uTo baii 1I3Hb Tak ¥ ocTaHeTCs
OOUHOKUM.

— JMaxe IIpapomuTenb... KXM, KXM... HIUYETro He MOT II0fie/IaTh C TAKMM HCXOO0M, — CTaphIH
TOCIIOOWH, KaIIsis, OTIIHUI Yaii. — To, 4TO TaKoM, Kak ThH, 6y[ieT cTapeTh BMECTE CO CBOUM
IIapTHEPOM, MeHs He yauBisgeT. Ho To, YTO TH Tak MOMIOOHUIIE 3TOTO... 3TOTO, KaK €ro...

— A-FO3, — nonckazan bai LI3gHE.

— [la, aToro manbuuka 1no umenu A-K0a. 4 ero Bumen. OueHb mpsiMol YyenoBek. EIé HeMHOro, u ObI
OBl TAaKMM 3XKe HeCHOCHHIM, Kak Csi0 Baiiny, — cTapsiii rociogus GeIpkHyI. — Ho TO, 94TO OH CTaHET
pycanoM, MeHsI HEMHOTO YIUBHUJIO.

— OH nomeén Ha OOJIBIIYIO XKePTBY pafy MeHs, — OIyCTHB I'J1a3a, cka3an bal LI3sHb.

— Bait 1[3s5Hb, — cTaphlll TOCTIONWH He TIepecTaBal KallIsiTh, — MBI, [€JIOBBIE JTIO[H, IIeHUM
CIIpaBeINBOCTb. YTO-TO Tepsiellb — YTO-TO Haxoaullb. Ho caMoe HecipaBeIMBOe — 3TO YYBCTBA. Y
MeHS 3a BCIO KU3Hb He ObIJI0 HU NTapTHEPIIN, HU JeTel, — MeJJIeHHO TOBOPWI OH. — f1 BCTpeya
JKeHIIUHY, KOTOPYI0 04eHb mo0mi. OHa... OHa CTosia Ha KopabJiie ¥ Ipocuyia MeHs NOCTaTh el IyHy
13 Mopsi. [IoToM OHa BHIIIa 3aMyK, pa3Bejach, CHOBA BHIIIIA 3aMyXK. 1 OBIT €€ JTYYIIUM JPYTOM.
OtnaBasi YyBCTBa, THI fleflaelllb TPUSATHO cebe, pamyelus ceOsi. Ecnu ke Tpe6oBaTh YTO-TO B3aMeH, 3TO
yXKe 3rou3M. f Kymu el XpycTalabHYIO CTaTy3TKY U noTpeboBast, YToOH OHa IIOCTaBUJIa €€ Ha BUAHOE
MeCTO B KaOuHeTe, KaXbli IeHb IPOTUPaia IbIb U PETYIIPHO yXaxuBaja 3a Hel... MBI IoNro He



pa3roBapyUBay, ¥ OHA BEPHYJIa MHE CTaTy3TKy. Ho BCE 9TO MMeeT CMBICTI, TOJIbKO €CJIH Thl OTHAEIh
ce0s1 MOCTOMHBIM JTIIOASM U fenaM. Eciu Xe HeT, TO 9TO yXKe APYyroi pa3roBop. TH ero He
pa3oyapyelb, 5 3HaIO.

— KoneuHo, 51 6yny mo0uTth ero BeuHo, — baii 1135Hb CHOBa HANIOJIHUJ YaIIKy CTaporo TOCIOOUHA.

— [Touemy? Benb ecTe MHOTO TeX, KTO JIydllle HETO.

— He 31ai0, — bau LI3sHBb IIOCTy4all IaJibllaMu II0 CTOITY. — Ho BHI, 1OTKHO OBITH, IOHUMAETe. JTO
TaKOe CTPaHHOE, HEeOIInCyeMO€e 9yBCTBO.

B Mupe MHOTO BHIOB CBETA: CBET CBEYH, COJIHIIA, IYHEL... OOUH OCBeIaeT BCIO 3eMJII0, IPYTOM — OJHY
KOMHATy. Y MOTBUIBKY JIETAT Ha CaMbIi IPKUM, CaMblil TOPSIYUN CBET.

Ho A-FO3, BO3MOKHO, OBIJT BCET'O JIUIIIb HE3aMETHEIM CBETITYKOM UJIM KPACUBOM PHIOKOM B MOPCKUX
rnyOuHax. M TakuX KpacUBBIX PHIOOK, 00bEKTUBHO IOBOPS, OBIIO MHOTO, ¥ OH He OBbLJT HU CaMOii
KpPacHBOU, HU eJUHCTBEHHOM.

Ho oH OblsL... upeanbHBIM. M pacmooxkeHue ero 4elryek, 1 4acToTa B3MaX0B XBOCTOBOTO IIJIaBHUKA, U
€ero I[BET, U faXe KOJIMYECTBO IIY3LIPHKOB, KOTOPHIE OH BHIIIYCKaJ, — BCE 3TO BMECTE CO3[IaBajlo
HETIOBTOPUMEIY 06pa3. B Mopckux riny6rHax He OBIJIO BTOPOi TaKOW PHIOKH.

W B 0MHO MTHOBEHHE, B OMUH MWT, XBOCTOBOM IIJITAaBHUK 3TOM KPACHBOM PHIOKM KOCHYJICS Cephla
MopcKoro 6ora.

— 4 Oyny yBaxkaTh ero BeIOOp, — crrHa baii LI3sHs Oblyla IpsiMOM, OQUHOKOM B IYHHOM CBeTe. — B
KOHIIe KOHIIOB, 3TO 5 €TI0 00O,

CTraphli TOCIIOOUH MeAJIEHHO KUBHYIL.

Ero cemrie BOJIOCH B TYyHHOM CBETE OTITMBAJIK XOJIOOHEIM cepeGpoM, IpeBpalrasich B 6€3:XKU3HEHHYIO
CeOuHY.

— Kak X0poIIio, 9T0 s CMOT BHIITUTH €IlIé OfHY YallKy 4Yasi, — bait MImaHb Me[IeHHO 3aKpPhT I'1a3a. —
Cnacubo tebe, baii 113180, 3a Bce 9TH rofel. THI TaK MHOT'O CIeall.

[Taneupl ban L[351H41, neXaBlIde Ha CTOJIe, MELJIEHHO CXKaJUCh B KyJak.

B TymaHHOM NTyHHOM cBeTe Teno bait MitaHs HaKpeHWI0Ch U C TJIyXUM CTYKOM yIIajo Ha MOAYIIKY.
OH TOXe YCHYJI BEYHHIM CHOM.



Csl FO3 mpocHycst oT myMa. A eIrné oT rojiofa, ¥ OT TOTO0, YTO BhIcHascs. OH OB CITUIIKOM
ycTaBiuM. [IlepeBepHYBIIUCEH Ha APYTOH 60K, OH YBUOE TEMHYIO QUTYPY, CUAEBINYIO Ha KpPalo
KpPOBATH, ¥ OT UCIyTa YyTh He CKATUJICA Ha IOJI.

— baii [13sHB?

[Tpups B cebst, Cet KO3 cenm Ha KpOBaTH ¥ IIOCMOTPEIT Ha Hero. Yepe3 HEeCKOJIbKO CeKYH]I OH
IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO BHUA3Y KTO-TO €CTh, U [TOBOJILHO MHOTO.

— Tl'octu mpuexanu? YTo 3a 4epTOBIIKMHA TOCPENY HOYM?

— JlBa yaca Ha3ap yMep craphii rocnogut, — bau LI3sgub BeTan, nogomen K Cel KO3 1 OTKUHYI € €T0
nm6a oTpocCIINe BOJIOCH. — BHU3Y POACTBEHHUKH.

Crl O3 Mopray’, He cpa3y [OHAB.

— l'ononen? — cHoBa crnpocun bai LI3sub. — [TonpocuTs TETYIIKY CBApUTh Tebe nanimu? Xodelb
KPEBETOK U KpaboB?

— bait 1I3gHb... — panbire Crl KO3 He cMor Obl MOHSTE €ro 4yBCTB. Ho Temneps Bcé Ovio nHavye. OH
onu1 Bait L3suem, a Bait Li3aus — uM. U ceituac Bait LI3s9HE GBI OIleyarsieH.

9T0 OBIIO CITOKHOE YYBCTBO, KOTOPOe mepenanock u Cor HOa.

— Xoyers nomnakaTs? — Cul 09 06Ha7 Bait 11398 3a Tanuo.

— He HacTonbko BcE moxo, — Bait 1[3sHb 3aMep, a TOTOM ycMexHYycs u nornagun Cel KO3 mo
rojoBe. — HeMHOro HeOXKHUIAHHO, HEMHOTO XKaJjlb, HEMHOTO TPYCTHO. Pa3nyka Heu3bexHa. 4 yxe
TTPOBOJIUIT MHOTHX.

— Tl cerogusa Be4YepPOM XOOHUII K HeMy') — CIIPOCHUII CHI 103, IMPUHIOXAaBIIUCh. — qa YYBCTBYIO 3aIlaX.

— Ia. IToroBopus ¢ HUM. 3a0MHO 0OCYIUIT Hally cBagb0y. f XOTes IPUTIacUuTh ero, HO, BUIUMO, YKe
He TONy4YuTCcs, — ynbibka baii [[35Hs Oblia efiBa 3aMeTHOM.

Col F03 oTCTpaHUIICS OT HETO, CIPHITHYJI C KPOBATH ¥ IIOCMOTPET Ha JIYHY 3a OKHOM.

— JlagHo. HyXHO CIimaHHPOBaTh MIOXOPOHE! CTAPOr0 TOCIIOAMHA ¥ TBOE BO3BpallleHHe K UCTOKAM Tak,
yTOOBI OHU He COBIaK. MHavye OymeT xaoc.

— {1 yxe pa3ociiall BCeM POICTBEeHHHKAM M3BelleHre 0 CMepTH. [lyMaro, caMoe Io3gHee 3aBTpa JHEM



Bce cobepytcs, — Baii L35Hb B35y 3 mKada JIErKyio KypTKy u npoTaayn Cel K03, — [Tocne3aBTpa
OymeT mpolaHue.

— Kaxk-To 6rICTpO.

— Ila, HO OH 3aBela, 4To6bl BCE OBITI0 MPOCTO. M mMPOCUIT KaXK BN TOf IPUHOCUTH €My Ha MOTHUILY
BETKY CaKypHL.

— Ou mobun caxkypy?

— He cnpimman, yTo6s1 0H 00 3TOM roBopusi, — baii 113gHb, 3aBsA3biBas Chl FO3 mosic, OMyCTHII TOJIOBY .
— Ho s Bumen ero ¢otorpaduio c 0OmHON YeI0BeUeCKoi KeHIMHOMN. Y He€ B pyKax Obls1 OyKeT
cakypsl. [lymaro, Ipu4yuHa B 3TOM.

Bait MiaHb IPOXKUII B OQUHOYECTBe O0JIblIle ABYXCOT JIET. [JeT y Hero OblIu NPUEMHEBIE, U HU
pycanka, HU 4eJIOBEK TakK U He CTaJld ero IapTHEPOM, faxe Ha BpeMsd. Cul FO3 TyT xe
HaNpUOyMBIBal cebe Ky4dy UCTOPHUY O JII0OBU U pas3iykKe.

— B Xu13HU He TaK MHOI'O CKa30K O 008U, — bail 1I39HE, moragaBIIiCch O ero MEICISX, B3I eT0 3a
PYKY ¥ TIOBEJN BHU3. — TO, YTO KaXKeTCs UaeasbHLIM, Yallle BCETO SIBIISIETCS KOMIpoMuccoM. baii
Hranb He OB U3 TEX, KTO UAET HA KOMIIPOMUCCHI, I09TOMY OH ¥ OBITT OJUH.

CIIOKOMHEIN, OTCTPaHEHHHIN ronoc bay LI3sHS MeJIeHHO U TUXO0 O0BSICHSIT MY BCE.

Cu1 103 yBupen Csao Bauny.

Ero rma3a ObITM KPaCHBHIMHU, CIIOBHO OH IIEJTbIM IeHb Oblinan mepieM. OH CTOSIT Ha KOJIeHSX, HO,
yBupgeB Cet O3, Bckoumn, mopOexxas u 00HSII ero.

— A-IO3, MHe Tak rpycTHO. [JeylIka IeliCTBUTEIbHO yMep. f He X04y, 4YTOOHI TH U MOM OpaT ToXe
ymepnu. K c4acThio, 1 TOUHO YMPY paHbIie Bac!

Col F03: «...» — TaKOe HeJb3s F'OBOPUTH IIPOCTO TaK.

Tétst Jlunp 3Hana, uto Col KO3 eIl IeHh HUYETo He €], ¥, YBUEB ero, TYT ke cobpasach UATH Ha
KyxHI0, HO Baii LI351Hb 0CTaHOBUII €€.

— 4 cam.

Baub X3 npuHUMana porcTBeHHUKOB. OHa Oblta ropa3no npusetnuBee bait LI3sHs. Ero
IIPUBETINBOCTD ObliIa HAIlyCKHOU U TOJIBKO CKOBBIBasIa yitofeil. A Banb X3 Oblyia UCKPEHHEHH.



9T0 OBIIIO0 BULHO II0 TOMY, KaK €€ 00CTYNNUIN HECKOJIBKO XKEeHIIUH U 6e3 YMOIKy 60ITau.

Cer O3 yxe npuBHIK, 4TO Baub X9 Be3fe Oblia AYIION KOMIIAHUH.

Bait Uimasb nexan B rpo0y, KOTOPHIM OH JaBHO MPUTOTOBUII st ceOsi. OH 3HAJI, YTO ero JHU
COYTEHHI.

Cerogust OBUIM B OCHOBHOM POJICTBEHHHMKHM, 3aBTpa Toxke. A Ha 0pUIIMabHOM MPOIIAHUM, CKOpee
BCero, co0epéeTcs Bcst anuTa LIuu03s.

Bait UmmaHb, Kak ¥ ero uMs, BCIO XKU3Hb TBOPUII [00po, moamepxkuBas ceMbio. Korpa nmosBuics bai
1I3s5Hb, OH HAaKOHEI CMOT' OTOUTH OT [eJI ¥ CIIOKOMHO BCTPETUTh CTApPOCTh. OOHUX TOJIBKO IIOTOMKOB Y
Hero Obyio 6ecyncIeHHOe MHOXKECTBO.

Csto Baitny GbI1 06palIEHHEIM Y€JI0BEKOM, ¥ ero 3MOIIMY HUKYIA He [eluchk. [I03ToMy OH YyBCTBOBAI,
yT0 oHU ¢ Chl KO3 — opgHOM KpoBY, a bau FOanve — 4yxKou.

— MHe KaxkeTcsi, MO Cep/lle BOT-BOT Pa30pBETCS 0T Oomu, — ckasan Csio Baiiny, mmavya u IMbITast
HOCOM.

Cr1 FOa cupen 3a cronoM. baii LI3siHs TpUHEC eMy OOJIBIIYIO TapeKy JIallllld C MOPENPOAYKTaMHU U
npotsaHyn Cso Baiiny Heckonbko candeTok. TOT CHauasa He pelascs B3sTh, Ha ero Julle OblI0
HanucaHo yousneHue. Ho korga Baii 135iHb mogHEC X MOO/IMXKE, OH OCTOPOKHO B3SIJT UX U TPOMKO
BBICMOPKAJICS.

— Bpar, TH uTO, C yMa comén? [ToueMy THI BOPYT TaKOM HOOPHINA? — CIIPOCHII OH, I'NIsifs Ha baii
LI3s1HST TOKPACHEBIIUM HOCOM.

Panbmre Bait LI3siHb 1 He B3TIsAHY OBl Ha HETO, faXe ecyu Obl OH IJTaKasl 0 IIOTePH CO3HAHUS.

— Ha kyxHe ecTb efia, ugu Bo3bMu, — baii LI3sHb cen psimoM ¢ Cul K03, He oOueBIMCh Ha cioBa Csio
Baiiny.

Csio Baiiny noHsI, 94TO 9TO OBIJIO CKAa3aHO eMy, ¥, KUBHYB, T00eXkKas Ha KyXHIO.

3a yxoM Bait LI351HSI TPOCTYNUIIO HECKOJIBKO YEPHBIX YeIllyekK.

— [Touemy THI BAPYT cTan Tak nodp K Csgo baitny? — cupocun Cul 03, mepenoxkuB Majoykyu B IIpaByio
PYKY ¥ He IOHHUMas TOJIOBEL.

— IIpocTo 3axoTrenock, — bait [13sgub mouTH He cran. OH moAnep ronoBy pykou. Eciu 661 He Banb Xo,



OH OBI HE CMOT JaXe Ha MUHYTY OTOOXHYTh.

MarneHbKUY pycal el C alllleTUTOM, er0 KpacHble I'yObl U Oestble 3y0bl BRITIIANENIN 04eHb
IIPUBJIEKaTEILHO.

Cwes nonosuny, Cel KO3 B3rnsiHy Ha cupeBluero psaaoM baw L35HS U 0T Ucnyra 4yTh He CBaJIUICA
co ctyna. OH HaCTOPOXKEHHO ITIOCMOTPEJI B CTOPOHY I'OCTUHOM, a ITI0TOM, IIOBEPHYBIIUCH, 3aKPhlT bau
1I3gH!0 ri1a3a pyKou.

— Kakoe ceropmus uucno? Oecsroe. Emé Heckonpko que, — Crl K09 X0pOIIo IIOMHHU, OH He OUIHOCS.
— IaBaii, npuBenu cebs B MOPSIOOK.

3pauku baii L3515 Oblmy Y€pHBIMY, 6eNIKY T71a3 ucuel3nu. Ero ria3a moxoguiu Ha 0e3mHy
IeCATUTHICIUEeMEeTPOBOM IITyOMHE, B KOTOPOU He OBII0 HU efuHOr0 npobiecka cBeta. JI1000ii, Kpome
Cet FO3, yBueB 3T0, MpuIés OBl B yXKac.

Cr1 O3 yOparn pyky u B3si7 manioyku. bali LI3sHb OMyCTU PECHULIHL.

— Th TeIlepb Tak He6pe}KeH, — MSTKO KOHCTATHPOBAJ OH. U B TO XKe BpeMsi YIIPEKHYII.

— Hy, g Beqb moKeH IPUBLIKHYTh, — 1oayMaB, oTBeTus Crl K03. — 3T0 He HeOPEKHOCTH, @ OIHIT.

— Her, — Baii 1]3gHb nopHsn rna3a u, npubnususimck K Cel KO3, BIUJICS B HETO CBOUM YEPHBIM
B3TJIIIOM.

CuI O3 He cMeJ TIOIIeBeIUThLCS.

— YT0 g moJyKeH mesaTh?

— 4 xouy, 4TOOH TH 100U MeHs, — baii LI35Hb clierKa HaKJIOHUJI TOJIOBY, X €T0 XOJIOMHOE, BIIaXKHOe
ObixaHue KocHynoch nuta Col FOa.
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