II2KOH 3aCTHIT IIpX 3THUX CJIOBaX. HecoMHEHHO, ero meHuC Takke IIOCTEIIEeHHO pa3ayBaliCd, IpeaaB
BOJIIO CBOET0 X03s4HHA.

“...Ilpous ¢ moporn."

Ipoxartedt pyko# [IKOH OTTOJKHYNI rpyab BanenTtuna. OnHako BaneHTHH XKal ero OTBETa, U He
OTCTYTIMJL

«MM, JI3x0H?»

F'onoc BaneHTuHa Ha ero meke 3actaBuil [[2KoHa 3agpoxkaTh. [Toka [[2KOH pe(IeKTOPHO CCYTYIINI
neyu, BareHTUH cpas3y CTSHYJI C HETO IITaHH U HUXKHee Gelbe.

«H-He Hago!»

II>koH O0pOJICS, HO KaK TOJIbKO €To IITaHbl CKaTUIKCH 10 Oefipa, ero 4jeH MOOHSI FOJI0OBY, Kak OyATo
Xpan. VX reHuTanuu Teneps TEPIIUCE APYT O ApyTra. [12KO0H OIyCTHUII I'0JIOBY, 3afbIXasiCh. UyBCTBO
VHUZKEHUS ¥ BOITHEHUS OBLICTPO 3aMYTHIIO €T0 T'OJIOBY.

«Pa3Be THI He X04Yellb 3TO IPU3HATL?»

BanenTtun Tuxo npowernrars [[K0Hy, ONHUPasCch Ha ero Ijeyo.

«Ha caMmoM [{ejie, TH TOXKE 3TOT'0 XOUEllIb».

«...MM».

[>KOH BBIDOXHYJI, OLIYTUB yaap IO CIKHE. ETo pyKu BRITAHYJIUCH, YTOOB OTTONKHYThH BaneHTHHa coO
CXKaThIMU KyJlakaMu. EMy cTano KapKo B JXKUBOTe TaM, I'Tle UX TeHUTAJIMU COIIPUKACaIUCh. BameHTuH,
TIO¥MaBIIKY mafatomiee Teso J[[2KoHa, HallpaBUIICS B BaHHYIO, moMorasi eMy ¥ o0HuMasi. CTeKIsTHHas
IIBeph [Iylla 3aKphIIach 3a HUMU, ¥ BCKOPe ropsyasi Bofa MOJIMIach 110 BceMy Teny [[KoHa.

I>KOH 3aKpBhIJI I'Jla3a, YyBCTBYS TEKYIYI0 BOMY ¥ BaneHTHHA, CXKUMAIOIIEro ero 3aguuiy. Ilox
TIBIONIEHCST BOMIOM MBa 0OHAXKEHHHIX TeJla IJIOTHO Ieperienuch. To U 13-3a JbIoIeNCs BOIE, TO JIH
13-3a BaseHTHHa, HO [I2KOH [jaXKe He MOT [HIIIATh.

«Ecmu TeI O0oMIIbCST OBITH YECTHBIM, THI MOXKEITh n30eraTh MeHs, Kak fejlaelb 3To cerdac. [IpocTo
OCTaBaMCSa TAKUM>.

«Xa... xa...»



«$1 cKaxy, 4TO BCe 3TO M3-3a MOET0 3rou3Ma, M03TOMY, [I2KOH, TepecTaHb YyBCTBOBATH 3Ty
Oecrosne3nyio BUHY...»

IlaBail 3aKOHYKUM TO, YTO HaM He yAaoCh.

B T0 ke BpeMs Teno [[:KoHa nepeBepHysoch. B 6ecrmopsiake [IKOH omepcst pykKaMu O CTEHY, U
JIBIOLIASCS BOfa HAMOUMJIa ero CyxXyio cruHy. [y OblT Teleph HalloJHEH IapoM U XKapoM. [IKoH
TI0KayaJl rojI0BOM, 4yBCTBYS ce0sl cMyleHHBIM. OH MOHSATUS He UMeJI, YTO IPOUCXONHUT.

“H}KOH.“

C3apu BaneHTUH npuzXKaics CBOUM TesloM Ouxe K [I3KOHY ¥ IIPOCYHYJI CBOM TOJICTHIM IIEHUC B IIIEJb
Mex[y ero Oegpamu. Korpa J[I2K0H 3aipozKa OT OLIyIIeHUS B IIaxy, C3aX [TOCIIBIIIATICA TUXUHM CMeX.
BaneHTuH MeMJIeHHO MOLIEBENTUIICS Taluel U MOIeI0Bal TOIUe ey [[KoHa.

«...Mou [IxK0H».

CrnoBa, KOTOpbIe OH IIPOIIENTal, YTEK/IN B KaHAIKU3aLKI0, ITPEXe YeM UX YCIIeNy mepeaaTth [[KOHY.

* % x

I>XOH HUKOTTIa He CYUTaN ce0sl HePEeIIUTeTbHEIM YeT0BeKOM, HO Ha CaMOM fiefie B OONBIIMHCTBE
CUTyauuil oH OB B MEPY TBEPH U IepaKaJics Ha IIpaBoi cTtopoHe. Ho Korga memno Jomio [o
BasieHTHHA, UCTOPUS TIOJTHOCTHIO U3MEHUIIACH.

I>x0H ObI1 OecioMoleH IPOTHB BaneHTHHA. ITO NpefiokeHne ObI0 ICHO POEMOHCTPUPOBAHO
onbiToM. HecMoTps Ha 3T0, [I3K0OH HUKOT@ He JyMaJs O TOM, YTOOHI IIOCTYNIUTh Tak ¢ BaneHTUHOM, [0
9TOU CUTYaluu.

BaneHTUH ObLJT YeIOBEKOM, OTKPBIBIIMM €My T'Jla3a Ha HOBHIM MUp. B mpuKoCcHOBeHUU K [I2KOHY He
OBLIO HUKAKUX KOJIeOaHui. YIOBOILCTBYE OT MAKCUMAJIbHOT'O TPUKOCHOBEHUS K epudhepuiecKomy
HepPBY ObIJIO COBEPIIIEHHO WHBIM YPOBHEM OITbITA, YEM OT UT'PUBOTO TOLENysI. ITO OBIIO CITUITKOM
B030y2KOalollle, Y4ePTOBCKY rOpsivo, a UHOTTIa Jaxe XKeCTOKO.

Wnorpa, korga ,[[}KOHa TATOTHUIIO YYBCTBO BUHEI, BaneHTun menrtan €MY B yIIIHF, 9YTO BCE B ITIOPATKE,
KaK 3aKnuHaHue. [IoKa Takue uX OTHOIIEHUS IIpOaOJIZKaJIuCh, II>xoHa IMapaian30Balio. II>KOH He 3Hall,
KaK OCTaHOBUTH BaneHTuHa. A elie, O‘{apOBaHHBIfI BKYCOM BanenTtuHa, [I:KOH u ImogyMaTh HEe MOT O
TOM, YTOOBI OCTAaHOBUTHCS.

«MM...»

BrnaxHbIl 3ByK pa3falcs B MyCTOW XyOOKeCTBEHHOM KOMHaTe. [IBe GUTypHl IIepemenuch B Yy



TOJIOBOKPYKHUTEIHHOT'0 Xy0KECTBEHHOT0 3ajIa C IIOKPHITEIMH IIBIIBI0 MOJIEOEPTAMHU, CTATYSIMU U
pabourmu Mectamu. CTOST TMLIOM K NTUITy ¢ [I2KOHOM Ha BepcTake, BaneHTHH rpy6o 11e/10Ba ero.

& .»

II>KOH pa30opBaJl MoIesy# 1 IOCMOTPeN Ha BaneHTHHA 3aTyMaHeHHBIMHU TJla3aMi. AKKypaTHOE JIUI0
II>k0Ha OBII0 UCKAXKEHHO CEHCAIMOHHBIM yIOBOJIbCTBUEM. YNIHIOKA OT YIOBOJILCTBUS MOSIBUIACh HA
rybax BayeHTuHa, KOTfla OH BHUMATEJIbHO IIOCMOTpeT Ha uilo [[xkKoHa. BaneHTUH ry60K0 B3MOXHY
Y CHOBA NPUJIbHYJI KHEMY.

"Hert."

IIx0H, KOTOpHIH n30eran BaneHTuHa, IoKavas roI0BOM.

"TTouemy?"

BaneHTuH mpoBes HOCOM TI0 Ieke [[2KOHa ¥ moxkeBas ry0sl, YTOOb OHU He mopaHunuch. Kak 6yaro
OBLIIO TPYIHO BHIIEPKATh fakKe KOPOTKOEe MIHOBEHUE, YTOOH IIOAEIUThCS BopocaMu. Ero ry0w,
BBIIIEILIINE 3a JTMHUIO MOA00POKa, Ha 3TOT pa3 MolleJioBau MOYKY yxa [IxKoHa. BcTpsaxuBas
njedyaMy OT HapacTaloIero omyenns, [I3K0OH CMOT TOJIBKO JIETKO TONIKHYTh BajieHTrHA B IIeYo.
Ero BocTop:KeHHEIE IoTy0ble Tla3a YBULEIH €ro.

«Y Hac ellle eCTb BpeMs [0 3aHATUL».

Banentun o0Hsn [I2K0Ha 3a TaJuIo U AepKascs 3a Hero, Kak pebeHok. OgHako [K0H, y KOTOPOTO
etre Oplna Kakasi-To CBOSI MPUYKMHA, IT0KaYaJsl F0JI0BOM U CHOBa OTTONKHYJ BaneHTHUHa.

«MHe niopa ugTU>.

«ThI TpaBOa cobupaembCcs Tak IOCTYIUTh, KOTAa y Hac y 060uX BCTan?»

Kak ckazan BanenTus, y Hux 06oux BcTan. YyBCTBys 6eCIOKONCTBO, [[2KOH moxKeBas ryOsl. BameHTUH
cnerKa yNIbIOHYICS U omepcs Ha 1iedo [I>KoHa. BaneHTuH BO3uICs ¢ Tanuei [[2KoHa, memnya
VCKPEHHUM T'0JIOCOM. ITO OBLIO JIeTKOe COXKaJleHHe.

«[Touemy GbI HaM IIPOCTO HE MPOMYCTUTh 3AHATUS?»

"Hert. YTo THI Oymelnb genaTh, €CIU MBI He TI0WeM Ha 3aHSATUSA?»

Korpga [IxoH CIIyCTHUIJICSA C BePCTaKa U CIIPOCHII €T0, BaneHTuH oTBeTUN 663 KOMeOaHU,



«41 X094y yBUOETD TBOU 4jieH. M MPUKOCHYTHCS K HEMY».

« ...3aTKHUCH, BanmeHTUH».

"OCTHIHD THL.."
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