BanenTtun B3OOXHYVII, TJIAOA B JINIIO IIxoHa. bomnbinas PYKa KOCHYJIQCh €ro meKHu, CJIOBHO ITEITadACh
YCIIOKOHUTE €T0.

«IToueMy THI 3a007E€MI?»

«KT0 3Haer... B nocnenuee BpeMs 1 9yBCTBYIO ce0st HEMHOTO IIJT0X0. ¢ He 3Halo, IIo4eMy».

«TH TIepexKrBaelllb U3-3d BCTYIIUTEIIbHOT O 9K3aMeHa?»

9T0 OBIJIO HEe TaKOe YK CEPhe3HOe UCIBITaHUE, I09TOMY €My He IIPULUIOCh HanpsiraTthes. Ho [[koH,
KOTOPBIY He MOT OBITh IIOJTHOCTBIO YECTHBIM, HEJIOBKO Y/ILIOHYJICS U OTTOJIKHY Banentuna. OHu
ObLIK CIUIIKOM ONIM3KO0, ¥ ero 6eCIIOKOUTIN BCe 3T NIPUKOCHOBeHUS. OJHAKO IPOTUBOCTOATh
BanenTuny ObUIO TPYIHO.

«MHe HYKHO YMBIThCS. 91 yKe HeCKOJIbKO MHEeN He IPUHUMaJ OyLI U YYBCTBYIO ce0s1 HEKOM(pOPTHO».

"f1 mory Tebe IoMOUb? «

”LITO?"

«BrIMOIO TEOS».

I BuxeHnue [[;KOHA OCTAHOBUJIOCH, U OH IIOHIOXAJI CBOIO (yTOOJIKY, IIOTOMY YTO Ka3ala0Ch, YTO OT HETO
naxHeT. [[2KOH, KOTOPHI HEKOTOPOe BpeMs MoJidasl, BCKOpe CKpuBHUJI I'yOrl. OH 0CO3HaBal, 4TO
CIIUIIIKOM OCTPO pPearupyerT, HO IIpaBha 4 TO, 4YTo BaneHTUH Obl1 0€CUyBCTBEHEH.

"3abymp 910."

"¢ xouy momoub Tebe."

«MHe 3T0 He HyXKHO».

«He 6ymb TakuM GeccepaeuHbiM. Mau cioga, [1KO0H.

Tony6ble T71a3a, Ka3aaoch, 030PHO CBEPKHYIH, ¥ BameHTHH Pe3Ko MOMHSJICS CO CBOET0 MecTa U
noTsHy1 [IKoHa Ha cebst. Cua peiBKa 0e3 mpeaynpexkneHus 3acTaBuia [[XKOHA CIIOTKHYThCS U
ymacTh. ETo CTymHH, KOTOphIe HE MOTJIHM KaK CIe[yeT KOCHYThCS II0j1a, IOOBEPHYIIUCE, ¥ LIEHTP
TSXKECTH PYXHYI. [[KOHY, YOapUBIIEMYCSI YeII0CThIO O IIeY0 BameHTHHA, MPHUIIIOCh TPOTJIOTUTD
00Ie3HEeHHLIN CTOH.

«Bamnesn...!»



B omHO MrHOBeHHE ero QyTOOJNIKY IMOATSIHYIH HCOPBAIK. 3aCTUTHYTHIA BPACIIOX, [IKOH YCTaBUIICS Ha
BajleHTHHA C HEYKITIOKUM BEIPAXKEHHEM JIHIla. XOJTOTHEIA BO3MyX 00BOJIAKUBAJI OTKPEITYIO
o0HaXkeHHYI0 KOXKy. [[2KOH 0CO3HaJI CUTyalluio, KOTHa YBUAET CBOIO GyTOOIKY B pyKe BaneHTuHa, u
3amep.

"JT10 THL...!?"

OpHaKoO CJI0Ba, KOTOPHIE OH CKa3aJl, Obli 3a0BITH IPeXae, YeM OHHU CJIOKWIINCDH B ITPAaBUIBHOE
npepnnoxenue. [llaa. BaneHTus, ynebascs, CHSI Yepes rojioBy CBOM AoMalllHui cBUTep. CBeTIbe
BOJIOCHI TIOf YTPEHHUM COJTHIIEM OBITM PAaCTPENaHbl U OCTABJISANIMA CBEPKAIOIINM CIIe.

Jlerkas TKaHb yIaja Ha KOoBep. BalleHTHH J1eTKO B3bEPOIIIHII BOJIOCH. [Jaxe mpu HeOOIbIINUX
OBHUKEHUSIX €T0 CUJIbLHBIE MBI IeIMKATHO JBUTAIMCh, CO3MlaBas TEHH Ha TJIaJKOH KOXKe.
[Mupokas, MacCUBHAs BepXHSISI YaCTh TeJla Ka3ajach CI0KHOMN CKYJIBIITYPOM, U caM BaneHTuHH,
IT0X02e, XOPOIIIO 3TO 3HAJI.

«JlaBayTe BEIMOEMCSI BMECTE».

YTo-TO eire Gojee MOKUPYIOIIEe MPOU30IIIIO, TIOKA CMYIIEHHBIHN [I2KOH CTOSII. BaneHTHH cOpoCcu
IITaHH ¥ HUXKHee 0ejlbe, KOTOphIe OLUIM Ha HeM, He CBOMs I'a3 ¢ [[KOoHa.

" TeL"

II>KOHa coTpsicaio ero xe cepauebuenue. Ha SipKkoM cBETy mepeq HUM HaXOOUIIOCh O0HAXKEHHOE TeJlo
BanenTtrHa, ¢ KOTOPEIM [I2KOH HMKOTIa He MOT cebe MpeaCTaBUTh, YTO CTOIKHETCS TAKUM BOT
obpa3oM. Ho J1k0H ObIJT yIUBIIEH HE TOIBKO M3-3a 9TO. []efo Ol eIrlé U B TOM, YTO OTPOMHBII UJieH
CTOSIJI TIPSIMO, TTPUKABIIUCH K MYTIKY B 3PEKIHH. [I2KOHY OBIJI0 HEBRIHOCHMO CMOTPETh Ha CTOSTYUHN
YJieH, IeMOHCTPHUPYIOUUN CBOU OTPOMHEIE 00HEMBEI.

«$1 momoro Tebs, [I:KOoH».

C cypoBbIM BhIpaXKeHHEeM Julla BaneHTHUH TophKo YIRIOHYICS. 3aTeM OH MeIJIEHHO ITPOBEJ PYKOM 110
€ro MPOMeXkHOCTU. B pe3ynbTaTe ABUKEHUS BHIIUPAIOIIEE TEI0 B3APOTHYIIO, KaK XXUBOE CYLIECTBO, U
TIOMHSTIO TOJIOBY.

«M#H? [Ix0H..."

I>x0H ObINT HAMyTaH, XOTs BameHTUH CcTOSN Ha cBoeM. OH MefjIeHHO mofouIes K [[KoHy,
IIPULITYPUBIINCE. [[3KOH MaIIMHAIBHO OTCTYIIUI Ha3af, HO ero IOIIBITKA JUCTAaHIMPOBATLCS OT
BaneHTrHA He YBeHYAJIACh YCIEXOM. DTO IIPOU3O0IIIO IIOTOMY, YTO IPOTSIHYTas PyKa MOTSHYJIA ero
3a PyKy. XBaTKa 3a 3alsCThs Oblyla CUITbHOM, a TEIJIO Tesa Obl10 06KurarouM. BaneHTUH 06HST
I>x0oHa 3a Tanuio. B TOT MOMEHT, KOTJla UX TeJjla COMPUKOCHYIIUCE, cepale [[2KoHa 3aK0JI0TUIOCE.



"Yrto Ke MHe menaTh?"

Paccrosinue MexXny HUMU ObIJI0O HACTOJIBKO OIM3KUM, YTO [I3KOH MOT paCCMOTPEThL BCe YEPTHI JIUIla
BanenTtuna B6nu3u. OH BHICYHYJ KPACHBIH S3BIK ¥ Me[JIEeHHO 00NIKU3HYJ I'yObl. BameHTUH mpomienTarn
Ha yxo J[3KOHY, KOTOPBIY 3a0bII KaK ABIIIATh U HAMPSTCH.

«4l Tak BO30yOuics, yBuneB Te€0s B TAKOM BUTE».

JIuno JI)KoHa MIHOBEHHO TIOKPACHENIO U3-3a TOTO, YTO CKa3aj BanenTuH. C 3amo3maHueM Ipuas B
ce0s1, [[>KOH TOPOIIJIMBO TIOBEPHYJI T'OJIOBY, TaK KakK Cepplle He Bhepxkano. bagamn, 6agmm. Cepaile
€r0 CHUJIbHO KOJIOTUJIOCH, CJIOBHO COOUPAIIOCH BHIIPHITHYTh U3 IPyAu. [I2KOHY XOTEJIOCh TOTEPSTH
CO3HaHMe, TaK KakK BCe er0 TeJI0 IMOKAJEIBAJIOo. I'0/10C, KOTOPHIH ObIT TAKUM K€ CMYIIEeHHBIM, KaK U
ero pa3yM, copsascs ¢ ry0 [IKoHa.

«TBI C-CyMacCIIeqIInii, THL...»

«Ot 4yero xke g couen yma, Crapumuii Bpat?»

BaneHTHH HaMepPeHHO MCII0JIb30Basl obpatienue «CTapimuii 6paT», KOTOPoe OH OOLIYHO He
UCIT0/Ib3yeT. [I2KOH, KOTOPHIM YYBCTBOBAI ce0sT OCMESTHHBIM, ITPUCTAJILHO IIOCMOTpPeIT Ha BaneHTuHa.
3aTeM BaneHTHH MeqiJIeHHO MTOTep Tanuio [IKoHa, Kak OynTo xkman. TeKcTypa OrpoMHOr0 4jieHa
OIlyIlajach CKBO3b TOHKME NMMKaMHEBIE IITaHHL. [I?KOH TUXO0 3aCTOHAJI, faXxe He 0CO3HaBas 3TOro.

"Ckaxu MHe."

KoHuuK ero Hoca ObITI CKpIOYeH BOINU3Y, a BIaKHOEe OhIXaHNe CMEIINBaoCh C TOJIOBOKPYKEHHUEM.
Korpa BanenTun o06mu3uyn ryosr [I2KOHa, €r0 OMyXIINe U I0TPECKABUINECS TYOBI BCKOpPE CTalu
MATKUMU. BaneHTHH npuxkan ry0osl K yxy [[:KOHa ¥ TUXO MPOLIENTAI.

«Kaxk THI fiyMaelllb, Hac HaKaxXyT, €CJIM MBI CAeJIaeM 3TO, IIOTOMY YTO MBI HAIlOJIOBUHY OIHON KPOBU?»

«...THl 0CO3HAEIIb BCIO YYIIb, KOTOPYIO HECEIIh?»

«[IpocTy MeHs 3a BCIO 3Ty €PYHIY».

«BaneHTuH... nmoyemy... CO MHOM... IMo4eMy THI 3TO genaenib?»

Ha pacrepsuHusiii Bonpoc [I:koHa BanmeHTHH mpoMoirdar, CJI0BHO 3afaBasich BormpocoM. Ho Bckope oH
OTBETHIL.

«41 He 3T0 MMen B BUAYy. A mpocTo cobuparsncs mogpouuTs Tebe. Tebe He TOHPABUIIOCH?»



«...BamenTun».

«Torpa, [IkxoH, cKaxku MHe. [loueMy THI TaK HEPBHUYAEIIb?»
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