"Huyuero. Kpome Toro, [IXKOH...»

«Jla, BaneHTHH?»

"V MeHs ecTb BOIIpOC. THl MOXKeIllb MHE OTBETUTH?"

BaneHTHUH OMyCTU TOJIOBY ¥ HEOIPeaeIeHHO CIIPOCHUJI, CJIOBHO Kojiebascs. [IpoTsiHyBIIascs yepes
CTOJI pyKa JIeTKO cXajia JIOKOTh [I2koHa. [1meqo [IxKoHa ciierka 3agpoxkaso 0T MeIJIEHHOT 0
IIPUKOCHOBEHUS K TOHKOU pyOairke. OH OBIJT HACTOJIBKO MbSTH, YTO €r0 TEJIO CTalo TOPSIYUM OT
JIETKOTO MTPUKOCHOBEHUS.

"t10 Takoe?"

«Tpl cOOMpaeNIbCst MHE OTBETUTD?»

"[la, s1 oTBeuy. B ueM pmemno?

«Thl KOrma-HUOYIb KOro-HUOYAb 1IEeTOBaI?»

Teso [I2KOHa B3OPOTHYJIO OT C/I0B BasieHTHHA. [I0TOMYy 4TO OH He AyMaJl, 4YTO €My 3afafyT UMEHHO
3TOT Bompoc. OgHAaKo, B OTJIMYKE OT CMYyIlIeHHOro [[;koHa, BaneHTHH OB IPOCTO MUPOJIIOOUB.

"...Ho 3auem Tebe 3HaTH?"

BMmecto oTBeta [I:k0H nmepecnpocun BanenTtuHa. Ero ronoc crtan pe3kuM, Kak 3alllUTHEIM MeXaHU3M.
OpHako BaneHTUH OTBETHUT YBEPEHHO, C BRIPaKEHUEM Ha JIHIlEe, YTO EMY BCE PaBHO, KaK OYATO OH
OTCTauBaJI CBOU IIpaBa.

«THI CKa3al, 4TO OTBETHUIIIL>.

«[Touemy TH BOOOIIIE CIIpaIIXBaelb MeHSI 00 3TOM?»

«Ecnu g ckaxy Tebe IpUYUHY, TH OyIelb CO MHOU YeCTeH?»

"f He 3Haw. 4 NpuUMy pellleHue [I0CJIe TOr0, KaK yCIIBIILY OTBET».

BaneHntuH, rogagd Ha [IXKOHa, BRITIITIIOHYIT HEMCKPEHHUM I'OJIOCOM.

«f nmouemnoBana [XynuaHa».



Bywm.

Kamenb, KoTOpHIM ObIT Ha cepplle [I2K0Ha, yman oT ¢jioB BanenTtuHa. OH 03KU[all 3TOT0, HO TYT
TIOJIyYUJI IOOTBepXKAeHue oT BameHnTuHa. OH BAPYT MOYYBCTBOBAJ C€0sT TPE3BBIM.

...IToueMy g Takou?

CwmyuieHHBIN [[2KOH MOAXKas ryObl THIJIBHOM CTOPOHOM afoHu. ['yObl, MpHKacaBIINecs K KOXe,
ropesnH, CIIOBHO UX B0O30yXKaan xKap. BalleHTUH KPemKo CXaJjl ero PyKy, CJI0BHO ITpocs oTBeTa. U, K
CYacThio, romnoc [I:KO0Ha, KOTOPHIM 3ByYal C OM03JaHueM, Majo YeM OTIUYascs OT OOBIYHOTO.

"Ceppe3no?"
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«OX... Hy, 4TO MHe CKa3aTb. [lo3gpasnswo..."

«$1 OB HEMHOTO YOUBJIEH, IIOTOMY YTO OH 3aCYHYII A3LBIK. Tak OHO ¥ OOIXKHO OBITH?»

Bo BpeMsl OTKDOBEHHEIX 3aMedaHuy BrIpaXkeHue nulia [I2)KoHa CHOBa UCIIOPTUIIOCEH, 3aTMUB €0
ycunusi. Ho oH gymain o ToM, HeyxKeJu 01 BaneHTuHa 9To Toxke NepBhlid pa3? Ecnu 051 BaneHTuH
OBl TAaKUM, KakK OH cebe NpefcTaBiisi, oH OBl BOOOIIE He 3aaBal TaKOH BOIIPOC.

II>k0H OBIN emre OOJIbIIe CMYIIEH, IOTOMY YTO IIOYYBCTBOBAJ CTPaHHOe 00yieryeHue, Kormua
paso3nuics, gymas 00 aToMm. OH ObUT IIOKUPOBAH CJI0BaMU BaneHTHHA U B TO XK€ BpeMs UCIBITall
o0yerdyeHue OT er0 HEOXKUJAHHON HEOMBITHOCTH, HO KOT/la OH IIPEeICTaBuUII, KaK 3TH [IBOE IIEIYIOTCS,
OH CHOBa HayaJ IIPOSBJISATH HETEPIIEHNUE.

YTo co MHOM He TaK? [I3KOH 3aKycun ryby. B ronose crano HEMHOTO sSiCHEe U3-3a XKTy4den 007H 0T
pa3fgaBnIuBaHUS MATKUX TKaHel. [Ipunino Bpems [IXOHY Kak-TO IONEITaThCS YIaAUTh CBOU
BHYTPEeHHUY KOHPIUKT. OH OCTOPOXKHO MOTIHYJ PYKy, KOTOPYIO AepxKajl BaneHTUH, U YKJIOHUJICS OT
OTBETa Ha BOIIPOC.

«JIK0H, 51 cripocun Te0s. Tl Korma-HuOyOb 3TO fmean?»
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"Henan?"

[TokoneOaBIKCh MTHOBEHHE, [[2)KOH MeIJIeHHO KMBHYJI. Ha caMoM fejie OH HUKOTIa He I1eJI0BaJICS U
HUKOTIa He JyMaJl, YTO X04eT 3TOT0, HO, YeCTHO I'OBOPSI, KAKMM-TO 00pa30M ero rOpHoCTh Obla



3ajera.

Ecnu momymats, ['pUTOpH NMHUIIUICS NEBCTBEHHOCTH, KOTHA €My OBIJI0 MBEHAMIATh, a [JOMUHUK —
Korj{ia emMy OBLITO MISITHAAIATE. M B CBOM BOCEMHAALATH JIET OH BCE eIIle YYBCTBOBAJ XKaJIOCTh K CAMOMY
cebe. Ha camom pene [12koH Bcerma OblT yBepeH B ce0e, HO TIOYYBCTBOBAJ HEOXKUIAHHBIN CTHIf,
OTKpPHIBASICh BaneHTHHY, YTO HUKOTIa He I[eJI0BAJICS, TaK Kak OBUT CTapIle, ¥ He XOTeJl 0TCTABaTh OT
HETO.

«Jla... MM»

N3-3a aToro yyBcTBa [I2KOH COJiraj, U rila3a BajeHTVHa Ha MTHOBEHUE BCIBIXHYIIU JIEASHOU
royy6u3HOM. X0jogHas THUIIMHA ITOBKCIIa Haf CTOJIOM, CJIOBHO U3 BOOOpaXkaeMoro Befipa CO JIbIOM
IIPOCHITIANICS JIef.

BaneHTHH, KOTOPHIY IPUCTAIBHO CMOTPeT Ha [I3K0Ha, CIIPOCHII 6€CCTPACTHEIM I'OJIOCOM.

«A THI?»

K>

"Korpma?"

K>

"C kem."

«4 He Mory Tebe 3TOT0 CKa3aTh».

OH He MOT OTBETUTH Ha 3TOT BOIIPOC, IOTOMY UYTO HUKOTO He Oniso. Korpa morepsBmni gap peuu
I:X0H HeompeaeeHHO OTBETHII, BaleHTHH MOCTy4al 10 CTOJY C IOCTOSTHHBIM PUTMOM, KakK 6yaTo 0
yeM-TO ayMasi. [Tocie MUHYTE MOTYaHUS BameHTHH CHOBA MTOMHSI I'0JTOBY, U [I2KOH OBIIT TPOH3EH €T0
B3TJISIIOM, TIO3TOMY CHOBa u30eran ero B3rJsfa.

YBumeB [I:kK0Ha, KOTOPOTO TPsIC0, BaneHTuH nmpobopMoTan Ipo cebst TUXUM I'0JIOCOM.

«4d OyMall, 4TO 3Halo O Tebe BCce, HO 0Ka3aJioCh, YTO ITO HE TAK».

"O 4eM THI TOBOPHULIBL?"

«4d IIPOCTO HE MOT'y IPENCTaBUTh, C KEM ThI 3TO COEJIAI».
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« YT0 XK, g mociyIiam 00 9TOM M03Ke».
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