Korma B3omio comnnile, [I2KOH ObIT PEITUTENIFHEIM, 3PEJIBIM U CITIOKOWHBIM. OOHAKO0, HaCTyIalio BpeMs,
KOrla BOLlapsyiack ThMa, OH CHMMaJ 'MacKy', KOTOPYIO HOCUJI THEM, U IIOTPyXKaJjiCA B CBOe rope.
IOHeM [I>KOH OBITT JOCTATOYHO CIIOKOEH, YTOOB HUKTO He JyMaJjl HHaue; HO HOYbIO0 OH KyTaJICs B CBOU
ofiesiyia C IIOTOM U CJie3aMu Ha nuile. Jlexka B TEMHOTE C IITUPOKO OTKPHITHIMU I'JIa3aMH, OH
0e3ynepKHO phIgasl BCIKUYU pa3, Korga BCIIOMUHAN OMUIH, ¥ KOajl YTPeHHEr0 COJIHIA, YTOOh
IIPOTHATh KOIIMapHI.

II>K0H He X0TeJ, 4YTOOBl KTO-HUOYIb 3Ha 0 ero ciaboctu. Bee B JIunabepre Obiv qOOPEIMU U
HEXKHBIMH, HO [I2KOH ITOKa3aJjl ¥M TOJIBKO CBOIO XOPOIIYIO CTOPOHY. Takue yCUIHS YBeHYATUChH
HeOOIBIIUM YCIIEXOM, ¥ €TI0 U3HYPSIOUINH JyX TOCETUIICSI B TEMHOTE, HUKOMY HE U3BECTHBIM.

B moyHOYb KCKYCCTBEHHASI TEMHOTA, CO3[laBaeMasi XKaJli03H, JoBejla HepBel [I2K0Ha [0 Ipefena.
ManbuuK, JTeXKaBIINY B TOCTEJIM U MHITABIINNCS 3aCHYTh, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, HE BhIepKaJjl U BCTAJ C
KpoBaTH. Bhlsla 037HSS HOYb, TaK UTO BCe OBIJIO COBEPIIEHHO TUXO, 38 UCKJIIOYeHNEM 3ByKa YacCoB.

B okHe BupmHenmachk Gomnbinas 61emHast myHa. TyCKIIBIE CBET U3 YX0KEHHOTO Cafia OCBeIllajl KOMHATy.
I>KOH CTOsIJI Tepe] OKHOM ¥ ITPOMOJIZKAJI CMOTPETH Ha MyCTOM cafl. BeCcCO3HATENbHO CIe3Hl
HaBEPHY/IMCh €My Ha I'/la3a ¥ MOKATUIKCh 110 OJTeOHEIM IleKaM. B 9TOT MOMEHT ero pasym
HATIOJTHUIICS BCEBO3MOXKHBIMU HETaTUBHBIMU MBICTISIMH.

CTpaxoM, yKacoM U yOyLILEM.

«Tenepb g COBEPIIEHHO OUH».

«4l X04y YBUOETH MaMy».

«9Munu... [louemy Tl Opocusia MeHS?»

«3JTO HE TO MECTO, Tfie 5T X04y OBITH».

II>KOH mOJTro IIemnTan, II0TOM IIOYYBCTBOBAII CBOE IIPEPEIBUCTOE JBIXaHHE. IToka oH BEITHPAJI BJIIaXKHEIE
ImeKu, oo Ciayxa II>KoHa moHeccs 3BYK OTKpBIB&IOU.IGfICﬂ OBEpHU 1 ca0mlii TOJI0C.

— II>koH?

BaneHTHH, OOeTHIH B MUKaMY, CTOSIT Y ABepH. [IKOH pedIeKTOPHO ITOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY U CXBATHUJICS 3a
710, Kak OyATo Ha Hero Hamanu. OH HEPBHO OTBETUIL.

—...Yxonu!

— JI>koH?



— Yxonu, BanenTuH. Temneps ... {1 He MOTy Urpath ¢ TOOOM.

[Tnavyymuii rooc Apoxkai, Kak 0yaTo oH oOpeiBaics. YepT Bo3bMH, [I3KOH IPUKYCUTT I3BIK. EMY ObIIO0
O4YeHb CTBITHO, UTO BajleHTHH 3acTan ero miauymuM. [[KOHy 0YeHb XO0TeI0Ch, YTOOLI er0 OCTaBUIIU B
TIOKO€E U IIPOCTO MCUe3/H, HOo BasieHTuH mepecek KOMHATy BMECTO TOT0, YTOOBI TUXO 3aKPHITh ABEPE.

OH cmpocu JI2KoHa T0JI0COM, KOTOPHIM Ipe/noarai, YTO OH He IMOHSJI eT0 IPOCHOL:

—J:[}KOH, IMO4YEeMY TEI IIagents?

— OM... BaneHTuH, oxanyucra, IpoOCTO yXOOMU.

[I>KOH ToxXKar njae4yaMu U 3aKPBIJI JIUII0 PYKaMHU. K coxanenuto, Clessl He IIpeKpaIrajincCsk. Banentun
KPEIIKO Jep2Kall €ero 3a TaJlulo. Crnapkuy 3aliaXx MaJeHbKOT0 MaJjib4uKa AoHeccsd 0o [IKOoHa.
BamneHTuH, numo KOTOPOTr'0 NCKa3UJIOCh, KakK 6YJITO OH CaM IIJlaKaJll, OCTAHOBHJICA U CKa3all.

— 4 ¢ Toboit, [I:xoH. XopoIo?

— Her... He cmoTpu.

— IIko0H, JIKOH...

OH 3HaJ, YTO yKACHO BHITJISOUT Iepefl CBOMM MJIafIuM 6paToM, HO II0OYeMy OH [ApOKaJl OOWH B
TeMHOTe? Kak TosibKO [I;KOH ITI0YYyBCTBOBAJI TEIIJI0, UCXOAsllee oT BaneHTuHa, u30 pTa [JXKoHa
BLIPBAJIOCH HEYZIEPKUMOE PHIJaHueE.

— ...Iloxanyiicta, He CMOTpH.

Hakoserr [[2KOH OIIyCTHUJICSI Ha KOJIeHU. 3aTeM BanmeHTuH 00HsI [I2KOHA 3a IIel0 U MJIeYu U CKIIOHUIT
ronioBy. OH IOYYBCTBOBAJI TEIJIOE AbIXaHNe BajeHTHHA Ha CBOEU LIEKe.

— Tw1 6omnen?

—Temneps BCe B mopsanke, XKOH...

BanenTtuHs npouentan [IX0HY Ha yx0. [[2K0H ITOYyBCTBOBaJI, KaK TEIJIO Tejla Pa3jIUujIoCh 10 ero CIUHE
¥ TJIe4aM, ¥ 3Toro OBIIO [OCTAaTOYHO, YTOOBI PACTOIUTH YTOJIOK cepaua J[I2KoHa, 03KeCTOYEHHOTO
TPEBOTOM ¥ OMUHOYECTBOM. BMecTo Toro 4ToOnl OTTONKHYTh BanmeHTHHa, OH 00HSII €T0 3a MaJIeHbKYIO0
CIuHy. OT0 OBl 6eCCO3HATENbHLIM aKT IIOTOHU 3a €T0 TEIJIOM.



BaneHTHH 4TO-TO HIEeITan €My O4Y€Hb BJIaCTHBIM TOHOM:

— Bce B mopsike, 3mech HUKTO HE MOXKET MIPUYHHUTE Tebe Bpefa.

— IJTO He TakK...

[KOH npuXascyd LeKOoU K TPyau BaseHTrHa U BEIOXHYI ropsAvee gbixaHue. [Iuxxama BanenTtuna
OBl;Ia MOKPOM OT €ro Cles.

[I>X0H HECKOJIEKO pas3 HpO60pMOTaJ'[ YTO-TO IIOX02Kee Ha CTOH.

— Bce He Tak, BaneHTHH...

— Tebe He 0 yeM OeCIIOKOUTHCS.  HUYEMY He TT03BOJII0 C TOOOM CIIyYUTCS.

II>xoH HalIpsATrcsda OT CJIOB BaneHnTuHa, YyBCTBY{, KdK OHH BOH3AIOTCSA €MY B yIIIH. BEI10 TTOX0XKeE, 4TO
BanenTtun IIPOYUTAIl CaMbl€e COKPOBEHHLIE €TI0 MBICJIM U YCIIOKAXUBAII €T0. BaneHTHH HEXKHO IIOTIafuil
II>KOHa II0 TOJI0OBE ¥ YTO-TO IIpOLIEIITall EMY:

— 4 Hukorma He ocTaBmio Tebs. Tak 4to, [I2K0oH, He 6ocs.

— ...Banentus.

— Temneps y Tebs eCTh 1.

[XOH HallleN1 yTellleHUe B CJI0OBaX BaneHTHHA, U TOJIBKO Torga PeOEHOK 0CO3HAN TOT GaKT, YTO OH
XOTeJ1, YTOOBI KTO-TO YTEIINII ¥ YCIIOKOWI ero. [Toutu Mecsi [[2KoH ObLT OfUH U ObIT 67TU30K K
KoJTamncy. M B 3ToT MOMEHT BoJImeOHBIM 00pa30M MOsIBUIICS BaleHTUH U IPOTSIHYT PYKY.

Tak oHO 1 ObLI0. BMecTo Toro 4To0On! OTTOJIKHYTBb BanenTtuHa, YTOOBI OH HE roBOpuin 0ecrnoIe3HbIX
CnoB, [1:K0oH IIOCMOTPEII Ha HEXKHYIO I'DYOb U C IIPDUABIXdaHKMEM IIPOIIEeIITAll:

— Hy uto X... d HUKyZa He yiily, a Tellepb 0CTaBb MEHS B IIOKOE.

— 4 6yny ¢ Toboi B 6ynymeM. Obelait MHe, [I2KOH, YTO TH TOXKE HEe OCTABHUIIL MEHS.

—Ila, MBI OymeM BMecTe...

Ycnoimas menot Banentuna, [[xkoH paccnabuncs. Ero cepplle, 4yBCTBYS, YTO OHO BOT-BOT
pa3opBeTcsl 0T 0ECIIOKOMCTBA, IOCTEIIEHHO BEPHYJIOCH K POBHOMY PUTMY. BalleHTUH NOTIafus U0



I:x0Ha CBOe¥ MaJIeHbKOW PYYKOU U IIOLEIOBAI eTo B IIeKy. Ero ry6rl ycrokauBalolle IOgHUMAIUCh
M OITyCKaJuch, [[3KOH crerka ynblOHYJCs, 671eCHYB BJIaXKHBIMU Tjla3aMu. BaleHTHH TOXe YIBIOHYICS
U YJI0KUJI €T0 Ha KPOBATh.

B Ty HOYb OHH CIIaJIi BMECTE B OJIHOfI noctenu. C Toro OHS OHHU IIPUBLIKJIN CIIQTh BMECTE. Temmno oT
00BATHH BanenTtuHa, IIPOTHAJIO HETAaTUBHLEIE MBICJIXA II>KOHa U maBa’jo eMy XOpOI.T.IPII:I HOYHOM COH.

— JI2KOH, TBI XOPOIIIO CIan?

YTpom BaneHTHH 0CTOPOKHO pa30yauna ManbyuKa TEIIoN MaleHbKoM py4yKoi. Korga [I:KOH OTKpPHII
rJ1a3a, OH CMOTPeJI Ha Hero ¢ 1000Bbi0. C 9TOro MoMeHTa BalleHTHH cTan [jis Hero 0COOEHHBIM.
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