OTa TeMHast KOMHaTa Oblsla T/Iy0Ke 110 CPaBHEHUIO C NTpedbIAylei. Boias B Hee, MOXKHO OBIIO
YBUIETh MOTAWHOM XOf LIMPUHOK OKOJO 2-3 METPOB, BEAYIINY B HEM3BECTHOM HallpPaBIeHUH, B
KOTOPOM MOTJIO IIOMECTUTHCS 0KOJI0 3-4 4enloBeK, UAyIIUX 60K 0 GOK.

Ha cteHax mo o6euM CTOpoHaM XOfa BHCENH IIOACBeYHUKHY, U TEIJIbIA CBET CBeYel pa3TOHSI TEMHOTY
IIOTAaMHOI'0 X0/a.

Manb4uK, Ka3aioch, ObIJT 04EeHb XOPOIII0 3HAKOM C 9THM IIOTAWHLIM XOMIOM, U, HEOPEXKHO B35B
BHCEBIIINI Ha CTeHE MOICBEYHHUK, ITPOIIEIT BHYTPb.

Onu BABOEM 1M B TUIIKHE 0KO0/10 10-15 MUHYT, ¥ BCKOpe mepeq ria3aMyd Boab U BHE3aMHO BCe
OCBETHUJIOCH - OHM HAKOHEI-TO MPUOBIIM B TEMHYIO0 KOMHATY.

IIBe TeMHEIE KOMHATEI, Ka3a/10Ch OBl, HUYEeM He OTJIMYaJIHCh AOpyT OT OpyTa. B 060uxX MMeIHCh CTOJIH,
CTYJIbd, JUBAHYHUK U MATKAA KPOBATH OJIA OTOBIXA, HO 3Td TEMHAd KOMHATaA Onlna 00JIbINe U
POCKOIIIHEE. Cron, CTYyJIbSd M KaPKaC KpPpOBaTH OBLIH CHeJIaHbI U3 IIaJIKCaHOpPa IIPEeBOCXOJHOI O
Ka4eCTBa, U Ha CTOJIE TaKXKe OBLIIO Pa3JI02KEHO HEMHOT'O BEIIIEYKH. BBi10 TOHATHO, YTO 37IECh KTO-TO
KUIJI.

B3arnsapg Boue Yu Ha MrHOBeHMe 3a[epKajiCsl Ha BEIIIeYKe Ha CTOJIe, a 3aTeM IIepeMeCTUsICS K
3aTBUIKY Majibuuka: "TEl 30ech KUBelb?"

Manpsuuk 3aMep. XO0Td OH He OTBETUJI Ha BOIIpPoc Baub Yu, OH He CTal OTpUllaTh 3TOTO.

Boaub Yu Obl1 Kpaline yauBneH. OH He 0XKUMAaJ, YTO CeMbsl Xya IT03BOJIUT MaJleHbKOMY MaJjlbYuKy
JKUTh OMHOMY B TakoM MecTe. Korga oH npoOparncst B pe3uneHIuio Xya, OH CBOUMU I'Jla3aMU BULEIT
HACKOJIBKO CeMbs Xya BBHICOKO I[EHUT 3TOT0 MaJbulka, HO Takoe 0c000e BHUMaHKe TaKXKe 3aCTaBUIIO
Boaup Yz mo4yBCTBOBATHL HEKOTOPYIO CTPAHHOCTE......

Takoe BHUMaHUe He 1T0X0XKe Ha BHUMaHUe, KOTOPOe CTapIIue yaelsioT MIaAIM, a 00JIbIlIe IT0X0XKe
Ha BHMMaHUe, KOTOPOe HEKOTOPHIE JIIOAY YOEJSI0T CBOUM IMYHBEIM BelllaM, KaK OyATO MaleHbKUN
MaJbuMK — He XKHUBOU YeJI0BEK, a LIEeHHBIN U ITOJIe3HbIN ITPEIMET.

Banb Yu nopgaBun 3Tu 6eCropsifOYHbEIE MBICIIM B CBOEH I'0JIOBE U, YBUIEB, YTO MaJIeHbKUN MaJIbuuK
BCe ellle UEeT BO BHYTPEHHIOI KOMHATY, HE OCTaHaBIMBasCh, HEMHOIO MOOyMaJll X BCe XKe PeIIuI
IIOCJIEOOBATh 34 HUM.

Ho KTO 3HaJ, 4TO BO BHYTPEeHHEN KOMHaTe OYIeT ellle OfHa BHYTPEHHS s KOMHaTa. OHU TPOJOJIKaIu
UATY TIyOb, BXOAS B ONHY BHYTPEHHIOIO KOMHATY B APYTOM BHYTPEHHEN KOMHATE......

BaHb Uu MOYTH TOTEPSIIT CYET, Uepe3 CKOIbKO KOMHAT OHU MPOUUTHA. YeM [Jasbllie OHHU I, TeM
pa3psiKeHHee CTAaHOBHUIICS Bo3ayx. bepemenHslit Boaub Yu nerko yromumncs. Korga-To qaBHO OH MOT
6e3 nmpo6eM GeraTh LieJblil eHb, HO B HACTOSIINI MOMEHT, IPOUAS HEKOTOPOE PACCTOSHUE, EMY



CTaJI0 HEMHOT'O IIJIOXO.

K cyacTsio, CIIYCTsA HEKOTOPO€E BPEMs MaJIbYUK BHE3AIIHO OCTAHOBUIJICA.

Bsub Yu, KOTOpBIfI CJIeJoBall 3a MaJIbYUKOM, OCTAaHOBHJICA, YBUOEB 3TO.

ManbumK MMOBEPHYJICS U YABIOHYJICS C IOBOJIBHO CTPAHHBIM BhIpaXkKeHUeM Jriia: "Mbl mpuiiy."

Boup Yu Bce ele OBIT HEMHOTO o3agaueH: "['me MeI?"

OrnsgpmeBIHIMCh BOKPYT, OH 00HAPYXKUJ, 4TO 3TO Obljla camMast 00bIYHasi KOMHaTa, 00CTaHOBKa KOTOPOi
OBlTa HACTOJILKO OOBIYHOM, YTO HUYEM He OTJIMYajach OT TeX KOMHAT, Yepe3 KOTOPHIE OH ITPOIIe]
paHee.

EnvHCTBEHHOE OTIMYMe OBIJIO B TOM, YTO B IIEHTPE KOMHATHI CTOSITT COBEPIIEHHO YePHHIH......Tp0o6?

Manb4yuK BCTall mepen rpooboM.

Banw Yu nogymar, yto omubces. OH mMpoTep Irjia3a U IMOCMOTPETT CHOBA.

To, 4TO nexasno Inepen MaJIb9YuKOM, OEeUCTBUTEILHO OBIIO l"p060M.

ManpumK He CTaJl 0TBeYaTh Ha BOmpoc Baub Un, a mpoCTO MOBEPHYJICS OOKOM M MOJT4a 0CBOOOAMIT
MecTo ans Baap Yu.

Banbs Yu Me[ieHHO OBUHYJICS B CTOPOHY K rpo0a U, He [ONAS 40 Hero, mOYyBCTBOBA
IIPOHU3BIBAIOIIMY XOJIOL, IPOHMKAIOIINY 10 CaMBIX KOCTeli. Ha MrHOBEHHEe eMy I10Ka3ajloCh, YTO
faxke TeMIlepaTypa BOKPYT CHUJIbHO yIana.

Baup Yu mopico3HaTENHHO IOTEP PYKH, a KOrjia mopoluesn 65uxe, 00HapyKuil IPUYUHY 3TOTO -
BHYTPH YepHOT0 rpoba HaXOOUJICS JIeqsHOU Ipod.

Ho aT0 He caMoe BaxXHOe....

BaxHo TO, 4uTO.....

B nepnsiHoM rpo0y nexana JKeHIHa.

B nepgsnoM rpo6y, HaJi KOTOPLIM CTEKaJICS BUAUMEBIM HEBOOPYKEHHBIM I'J1a30M OesIbIii MOPO3HBIiM
BO3YX, MOXKHO OBLJIO C TPYAOM SICHO PA3TIANeTh JINIO KEHITUHEL. BhIJI0 BUOHO, YTO IJ1a3a XeHIIUHE



IIJIOTHO 3aKPHITHI, BEIPAXKEHNE €€ JInIa OB17I0 0COOEHHO 0e3MATEeKHBIM, a €€ IIOJTHOCThIO OTKPRITOE
JINIOO M CJIO2KEHHBIE Ha XKUBOTE PYKU OBLITH HEHOPMaAJIbHO OeJIbIMH.

Boob6aBoxk......

JIn1io 9TOM XKEHIIUHHL......

Banp Uu nokazajoch ee JIUI0 HECKOJIbKO 3HAaKOMBIM. He oOpaiijas BHIMaHUS Ha X0JIOOHBINA BO3MYX,
UCXOISIIUYN U3 JIeASTHOT0 rpoba, OH HAKIOHUIICS BIIepe[ U MPHUILYPHUII TJla3a, YTOOb MPUCMOTPETHCS.

BriocnepmcTBuM OH 0OHAPYKWJI, YTO BHEIIHOCTD 3TOM XKEHIIMHBI 0YeHb CX0XKa C BHemHocThio [Iun E, u
ecnu Ol He HaOeraroluil X0JIOAHEIN BO3YX, OJI0KUpYomui 3penne Bans Yu, Bo3amMoxkHO, Baub Yu
cMor OB C TTIEPBOTO B3TJISIA MOHSTh, YTO 3Ta XKEHIIMHA Obl/Ta TPOCTO XXKeHCKOoM Bepcuel [IIu E.

Banb Yu OblT KpaliHe MOTPSICEH, KaK OyATO Haj HUM IOAHSIAch Oonbiuas BojiHa. Ha ero nuie
3aCThIIO TOTPSICEHHOE BhIpaXkKeHue, OH IMOIIaTHBasICh OTCTYNIUII Ha [Ba Iara, 06epHyICs u
BCTPETHUICS C PABHOLYIIHEIM B3TJII0M MaJI€HbKOr0 MajlbYUKa.

- "OHa......" - IBa CJIOBa MPUILIU Ha yM Baub Yu, oH 3ameBenus rydbaMu u mpobopMoTan ux. -
"Umnepartpuiia Xya?"

Manbsuuk orBeTwiI: "Ha."

Baup Yu conpocun: "Pa3se oHa He ymepia?"

Manpuuk cka3an: "Ona ymepna. B3rnsgHuy, pa3se I10XoXe Ha TO, YTO OHa XuBa?"

— He noxoxe.

— CoBceM He MOX0xXKe.

Koxa uMmneparpunibl Xya Oblta 6e/10¥, Kak y MepTBella, TaKXKe HU OOUH KUBOW YeJI0BeK He cTasl OBl
7eXarTh B JIeITHOM Tpo0y.

Ho umnepatpuiia Xya ymepia MHOTO JIeT Ha3af, ¥ II0 ClIyXxaM ee TeJlo JaBHO CTOpPesio A0
HEeY3HAaBaeMOCTH B TOM OeCIIPUYMHHOM IT03Kape, I032Ke 0HO OBITI0 BHIKOMIAHO JIIOABMU M IIOXOPOHEHO B
MMIIePaTOPCKOM MaB30Jiee. Tak KakK XKe OHa OKa3ajlaCh B 9TOM TEMHOU KOMHAaTe CIIYCTS TakK MHOIO
ner?

HUnn....



HmnepaTpuna Xya Bcerpa jexaina 30ech? A Tello, IOKOsLIeecs B UMIIepaTOPCKOM MaB30J1ee, - He
6oree yeM 3aMeHa, TIIATENILHO HalileHHast IPYTUMU JTIOObMU?

[TogymaB 06 3ToM, Barb Uu OKPHITICS XOJIOMHBIM IIOTOM.

OH Bce 6GombIe ¥ 6OJbIIE YYBCTBOBAJI, YTO CIOKET OECKOHTPOJIBHO OTKIJIOHSIETCS OT HaMe4eHHOT 0
IIyTH, OTYETO ero 3aXJeCTHBAJIO INTy60Koe YyBCTBO OGeccunus, Kak 0yaTo Oosbinast pyKa CUJIbHO
CXKHUMaJa ero ropiio.

Banb Y1 HAONTO 3aCTHIT B OlleIIeHEHUH, C OOJIBIIMM TPYOOM BepHYB cebe ronoc. OH CIOBHO gepxKan
B PyKax KHUTY "CTO THICSY [TOYEMY", BOIIPOCH! B €TI0 I'0JIOBE 3allyTaluCh B OOIBIION KITyOOK HUTOK:
"Pa3Be uMmepaTpuila Xya He moru6sa B orae? Ha Mo B3rIsI, OHa COBEPIIEHHO He MTOXOOUT Ha
yeJioBeKa, KOTOPHIY 1MoOKIBa B moxkape. K ToMy XKe, OHa y2Ke MepTBa, Tak II0UYeMy ee He
noxopouunu? Kto ee croma momoxum?"

CTONKHYBIIXCH C Ky4el BOIIPOCOB BaHb U1, MajleHbKUY MaJIbYUK He IPOSIBUJI HUKAKOT0 HETEePIIeHU .
OH BHITJIAAENI HEMHOI0 paBHOAYIIHO. OH OTCTYIIUII K ABEPHU, IIOCJIe Yero CIIOKOMHO cKa3am: "ToT
II0Kap BO [IBOPIle YCTPOUTIA caMa UMIepaTpulia Xya, a ee IMYHas CIyKaHKa cTaja 00yIrIeHHEIM
TPYIIOM BMECTO Hee, caMa OHa TalHO IOKUHYJIa ABOPEI] 10 PAaCIOPSIKEHUI0 TOTO MyKUYNHEL. "

Banb Yu u npenctaBuTh cebe He MOT, YTO KOPOTKAS XKU3Hb UMIIEPATPHUIIEI Xya OyoeT mepeMexkaThCst
¢ Tako# ucropuei. OH nmoMHuU, uyto O6ymyuu mnagerueMm, [llu E Obi1 moxulieH 13 gBoplia
HEM3BECTHHIM BCKOPE IOCJIe CMEPTU UMIIepaTpULbl Xya.

Bce mymanu, 4to TOT, KTO noxutun lIu E, 6611 Bparom uMmnepaTpulibl Xya, HO B 9TOT MOMEHT Baub Un
TIOHSJI, YTO TOT, KTO nnoxutun [lIu E, monxkHOo OBITh, ORI 4eJI0BEKOM, YCTPOEHHEIM UMIIepaTpuLient
Xya.

Marnpyuk npogonxui: "HMMneparpuiia Xya He BepHyJIach B CeMbI0 Xya, OHA IIPeIodsia yexaTs B
manekue Kpas ¢ TeM 4eJI0BeKOM, HO, K COXaJeHHUI0, BCE Xopollee He AnuTcs nonro. Korga cembs Xya
TI0JTy4XJIa HOBOCTH O Heli, OHa yxe cTana TpynoM. Ee cepalie OBIIO pa3fgaBieHO rOJILIMUA PYKaMu, U
OHa yMepJla He 3aKphIB I'/la3a mmocjuae cmeptu*.”

*He 00peTs MOKOs

Banb Uu nopico3HaTeIbHO TOCMOTPEN Ha XKEeHINHY, JIeXKallyio B IegsHOM rpoly.

KeHIrHa Onlna Oof€eTa B 6e3yr[peqHLIe, POCKOIIHEIE OOEXKEI, €€ I'PYOb Oblna aKKypaTHOﬁ, 1 He OBLIO0
BUOHO HUKAKHX HOBpe}KJIeHI/IfI.

- "4TO KacaeTcs TBOErO BOIIPOCA O TOM, IIOYEMY s 3[eCh, pa3Be OTBET He 0YeBUMIEH?" - TOJI0C
MaJibYMKa BHE3AIMHO BHIEPHYNI Baub Un u3 ero pa3meiieHuid. OH mpuHsn 6e33a00THHIN BUN U Ha
ero JIuIle TOSIBUIACh HaTSHyTas yinbelOKa. - "4 Takoe ke ekapcTBo, Kak u llu E, Hamia KpoBb



obJ1aflaeT OQUHAKOBOH LIeJIUTEIbHON CUJION."

Bonab Y OTKPBII POT, HO HE CMOT ITPOM3HECTH HU CIIOBA.

Ou Habmogas, Kak MaJIeHbKUH MaJlby¥K MOJOIIeN K JIegTHOMY I'po0y ¥ IPOKYCHUI YKa3aTeIbHbIN
najiell CBOeu IIpaBOU PYKU.

V3 ManeHbKOY paHKU MTHOBEHHO XJIBIHYJIa KPOBb. Manb4uK nonpocun Bans Yu HEMHOTO
IIPUOTKPHITH KPHILIKY JEASHOT0 rpoba, U B TOT K€ MUT U3 IIe/IN XJIBIHYJI XOJIOOHEIN BO3AYX.

- "CMoTpu." - mocyie CKa3aHHOTO, MaJIbYMK HallpaBuUJl yKa3aTeJIbHBIN IIajiel] C paHKOU BHU3, B IIIEJIb
negsHoro rpoba. Yepes HECKOJIBKO CEKYH KPOBb, BEITEKalOIlasi U3 paHbl, MpuHsna GopMy Kaliu U
yTmasa Ha 6eI0CHeKHbIH 100 KEeHIUHEL.

B cnepyromuit MOMEHT ajnasi KpoBb OeCClieHO ncue3a Ha 6eTocHexkHOM Koxke: OHa [elCTBUTEIHHO
BOHTaNach!

Banb Yu BeITApauui ria3a ¥ pacKpbll POT OH IIOKa.

Manbuyuk yopan pyKy ¥ HeOpexKHO BEITEp MPOKYIIEeHHBIH majel 00 OfexXay, a 3aTeM IMOIpocul BaHb
Yu 06paTHO 3aiBUHYTh KPHIIIKY rpoba.

Banab Yu OB MOX0K Ha MAPHOHETKY Ha HUTOYKAX, KOTa BBIITOIHSI PACIOPSIKEeHUs MajlbyrKa. B ero
T'OJIOBY ITOCTYIIMJIO CTOJIBKO MHOTO MH(GOPMAIMHU, YTO OH ITPOCTO He MOT IIepeBapuTh ee. B Hell maput
Tako¥ 6ecropsmoK, YTo, Ka3anoch, OYATO OHa celiyac B30PBETCH.

B koHIle KOHII0B, OH crpocuil: "KTo ToT MyxKuuHa?"

- "HUKTO He 3HAeT TMYHOCTH YeJIOBeKa, C KOTOPEIM Torfa cbexkasa uMmeparpuiia Xya." - MaJb4uK
oxKaJl IjledaMH, TI0CJie Yero CMeHUI TeMY. - "A 4eloBeK, KOTOPHIU CaMOHaleTHHO X04eT BOCKPECUTH
uMIlepaTpully Xya, eCTeCTBEHHO, - OpaT-6/1M3Hel], KOTOpHIH OB C Hell IOYTH KakK OfHO Iiefoe."

- "Xya Uup?"

Marnp4uK He CTall OTPUIATh 9TOTO U CKa3all C MpayHbIM nuiioM: "OH gymaert, 4To Hata ¢ [l E KpoBb
CMOXKEeT BOCKPECUTh UMIIepaTpULy Xya, U pafy 3TOM HEpeanuCTUYHOU UAeu OH IIPUTBOPUIICS, UTO
neneeT u BocnuThiBaeT IlIu E, Mexnay TeM npoposixkas UCKaTh NOJaollre HageX Al POCTKUA B CEMbe
Xya. K coxkaneHu1o, mocje CTOIbKUX JIET IIOMCKOB OH HAIIEeJI TOJIbKO TaKOT0 00MKEHHOT0 CyAb00i
YeJyoBeKa, Kak g."

B ronosy Banb Uu npumia gorapka: "Torma sn B Tene u E......



- "Tel yXke morapmancs, ma? Ero otpaBun ero noOpelit asngs Xya Muab. Ctapiias IpruHIIECca X0Tela
MIOTy4YUTh BiacTh pyKamu IlIu E, a y Xya MHA ©UMeNuUCh OmaCeHus, 1 OH He OCMEJIUIICI B OTPHITYIO
numuTh XKu3HYU [Iu E, m03TOMYy OH TallHO OTPaBUJI €r0, I03BOJISAS SOy IIOCTEIEHHO Pa3benaTh ero
teno. A xkorga Illu E moHsin 310, OBIIO y2Ke CIUIIKOM IO3IHO."

[MTocnepuue cioBa ObITH MTOFOOHE! TSIKETOMY MOJIOTY, KOTOPBIM C CHJION OOPYIIMIICS Ha ToJI0By BaHb
Yy, 0TUEro y Hero 3aKpyKuiach rojosa.

[ITaru Baup Yu Oblid HeCTaOMIBLHEIMU, @ TEJIO - HeyCTONYKUBHIM. OH HeOpeKHO oIepcsl Ha YepHHIH
rpob, B KOTOPOM YK€ Ha MPOTSXKEHUU MHOTHUX JIET JieXkKasl JedsHOM rpod, U3-3a 4ero OH yXKe TaBHO
mpoMmep3, Ho Baub Yu, Ka3anoch, HUYEro He MOYyBCTBOBAJ.

Y Hero moTeMHeIo Ieper riia3aMy, ¥ OH Ha HEKOTOpPOe BpeMs MOoTepsi co3HaHue. Korma oH ¢ Tpymom
CMOT TIPUIIONHSTEL CBOE TEJ0, OH MOHSJ, YTO eTr0 PYKH U MOSICHUIIA 3aMep3JIM [TOYTH [I0 TOTepu
YyBCTBUTENILHOCTH. OH BCTPSIXHYJI CBOMMM OHEMEBUINMH PYKaMH ¥ IIOIIE]I K IBEPH.

- "Tebe He HYKHO ero UCKaTh, OH CKOpO OymeT 37ech." - mo3aau Baub Yu pa3pmancs rojaoc Maiab4yukKa. -
"Heykemnu THl HE 0CO3HaJI, YTO Tl BCETO JIUIIb pUMaHKa Ijis phiOb? ThI - mpuMaHKa, KoTopyio IIu E
MCII0/Ih30Basl, 4ToOH noiiMaTh Xya LI3bi3aHa."

Banb Yu pe3ko 006epHYIICS, ero ria3a IOKPAaCHEH, a KyJTakKi KPEMKOo CKaluchk: "YTO TH UMeellb B
Bupy?"
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