OHY BOCIIOIB30BaIMCh BO3MOXKHOCTBIO YIU3HYTH, IOMOTad Macaxku Tapo cOexarh.

3aTeM OHU BEPHYIUCH B IOM CTAPOCTHI, YTOOH! HOKAATHCS IOOXOMSIIEro MOMEHTaA.

Hakano Acaka BBI3Ba/ICS JIOGpOBOJ'IBLIeM, CKa3adB, 9YTO OH MOXKET CJIBIIIATh 3BYKH U3[JaJIeKa U
y,E[aJ'IéHHO CIIEJUTD 3a IePeIBUXKEeHUIMU I'JIaBbl JE€PEBHU.

Kak oHM ¥ 0KHmany, BeUepoM CTapoCTa IEPEBHU YCTPOUII LIePEMOHMUIO.

— OHM TOpOMATCS, KaK OYATO YTO-TO CIIYyYUIOCh, — H0JI0xKUT HakaHo Acaka, OACTyIIIaB UX
PasroBop. — BEIIO CIUIIKOM TUXO, YTOOBI PACCIBIIIATh, HO OHU ITIEPEHOCST PUTYall Ha mobfepexne
ceromHs Be4yepoM. HaMm cTOUT BMeIIaThCs?

'y UxaHnb u Musgmoto Catolu neperasgHyIiuch U B YHUCOH CKa3allu:

— TMonimém.

ITnaH OB IIPOCT: UM HY2KHO OBILIO OJOXKOAThCA, KOT'Id I''lTaBa HEPEBHU OCTAaHETCA OOWH, a 3daTEM C
IIOMOIITbI0 3BE3MHAIX YaCOB BLIBECTHU €0 U3 CTPO4.

K ToMy BpeMeHHU, KOT{la OCTAIbHEIE KUTEJIM OePeBHY MTOHSIH, YTO TPOUCXONUT, OHU y2Ke HAIUTH Obl
6e30macHoe MeCTo, YTOObI CIIPSITAThCA.

Onu paspenunuck: Hakano Acaka 1 MusMoTo CaTOIIM BHIIUIK Ha yNIUIy, YTOOB TOMOYb, a I'y YKaHb
OCTAJICSI B IOME CTapOCTHI, YTOOB! JOXKOATHCS, KOTHA TOT OCTAaHETCS OfIUH.

I'y YxaHb He CTal XKAaTh U Cpa3y OTIPABUJICS Ha €ro MOUCKH.

Crapocra mepeBHU ObLI 3aHAT IIOATOTOBKOM K puTyany. Korma oH ycinblman, 4to npubsit I'y YxkaHs,
€My HUYEero He 0CTaBaj0Ch, KPOME KaK MPUHSITH €ro.

B pesynbrate I'y UkaHb CKa3asl, YTO eMy Hy>KHO 00CYIUTh BaXKHEIE lejla ¥ YTO OH HOJKEH
OTIIYCTUTH BCEX OCTAJIbHBIX.

CtapocTa mepeBHH GBI 03afadeH. ['pyma 4yKaKoB, KOTOPHIX COOMPANTUCh UCIIOIb30BATh B KaUeCTBe
JKEPTBOIIPUHOIIEHUH, UTO XK€ Y HUX MOTJIO GBITH TAKOTO BaKHOT0?

MoxeT ObITh, OHU OTKPBUIU [1s1 ce0s1 JepeBeHCKYe PUTYallbHble TPAmUuLun?

Wnu, BO3MOXKHO, UX C CaMOI'0 Havajla I10Cjaju IOCTOPOHHUE OJId PacClieqoBaHus?



[TogymaB 006 3TOM, CTapoCcTa I0YyBCTBOBaAJI ce0s1 HEMHOTI'0 HEJIOBKO, HO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB COTJIACUTICS
BCTpPeTUThCA ¢ ['y UkaHeM.

OnHako OH U IIpefCcTaBUTh cebe He MOT, 4TO ero XKMET He KaKOe-TO «BaXKHOe MIeJI0», a BHE3aIHbIH
yoap 'y UXkaHs 110 rosose.

CT&pOCTa JOEPEBHU Naxe He YCIIe]I BCKPUKHYTHh OT ITIOKA, KaK BCE IIOTEMHEJIO, U OH IIOTEePAl
CO3HaHHue.

Hecats MunyT cryctd 'y Uxkanb BcTpetwica ¢ MusmoTo Cartomu 1 HakaHo Acakod y foMa
CTapOCTHI EPEBHU.

YBuUzEB, YTO OH BHIBOOUT M3 oMa 6eCCO3HATENIbHOTO TJ1aBy fepeBHU, MusiMmoro CaTomu
00€CIIOKOEHHO CITPOCHIT:

— C HUM BCE B opsigke?

ITo KaKOH-TO MPHUYKHE OH II0YYBCTBOBAJ HEOOBICHUMOE OECIIOKOHCTBO, Oacasich, uTo I'y YxkaHb OBIT
CNUIIKOM T'Py6 ¥ CepbE3HO HABPEOUII CTaPOCTE NEPEBHH.

I'y UxaHb ITOKaydaJj rojioBOM.

— JlaBaliTe MOTOBOPUM B IPYI'OM MECTE.

Hewmuoro nogymas, MusmoTto Catocu npemiokKul:

— JlaBaliTe OTIIpaBUMCS Tyha, FOe paHblle npsaTtancad Macaku Tapo.

9TO MECTO HAaXOOUIOCh HEMHOTO B CTOPOHE OT JIepeBHH, OBIII0 3a0POIIeHO Ha JOJIT0e BPEMS, U
JKUTENU OEePEBHU PEOKO TYMIa XOMUIIH.

BeposiTHO, moTpebyeTcss HEKOTOpoe BpeMsi, 4TOOH 0OpaThCs [0 3TOTO MeCTa.

— IoiimémTe. — OHU OTTAIIUIIN CTAPOCTY AEPEBHU B 3a0POIIEHHYIO XUKHUHY.

Korpga crapocTa mocTerneHHO MPUIIET B cebsi, OH YBUAE UX TPOUX U 3allaHUKOBAJI, 3aKpUYaB:

— Kt0? K10 MeHs ymapui... Yero Bel xoTute?!

Hakano Acaka IOTHSI KyJaK ¥ C YIEI0OKOM CKa3a:



— Ecnu TH He X04ellb, YyTOOLI MBI CHOBA Te0s BBIpYﬁI/IHI/I, IIPOCTO 3aTKHUCH U BE€oHn cebs IIPUJINYHO.

«....» CTapocTa fepeBHM HEMHOTO ycrokouscsi. OH HaKOHEI[ Y3Ha/I TPEX YeJIOBeK Iepen coOoi 1 B
y2Kace BOCKJIMKHYII:

— Oto BHI! [louemy BHL...

Mornu 1 OHU OeMCTBUTENTBHO OBITh IMOCIIaHbl IIOCTOPOHHUME?

OpHaKo 9TH MI0OU He 3aJaBajii €My HMKAKHUX BOIIPOCOB U Ad2Ke HE Pa3roBapHUBaliid C HHUM.

ToT, KTO yrpoxars BHPYOUTH €ro, BRILIET Ha YIUILY, II0-BUAUMOMY, YTOOH TOHA0/MI0aTh, a ABOE
OPYTHUX MOJIYa CUAENTA B KOMHATe.

Hewmuoro nmona6oaB, CTapoCTa AePEeBHHU MOHSII, YTO 3TH JBOE, II0X0XKE, He COOMPAIOTCS ero
yOHBaTh.

Bups, 94TO OHM HOJITO HE OBUTAIOTCH, OH OCTOPO2KHO CITPOCHII:

— 3aueM BHI IpUBEJIX MeH4 crofa? Yero Be XoTUTE? f MOTry BaM faTh Bce 4TO xotuTe! IIpocTo
OTIIyCTUTE MEHS...

PI/ITyaJ'I BOT-BOT OOJIZKEH OBLI Ha4aTbCA, U OH OB STBHO BCTPEBOZKEH.

Cnywas ero, I'y YkaHi0 BHe3almHO IPUIILIA B TOJI0OBY UOEA.

OH oOmyMar ero CjaoBa U cKasall:

— IIpaBpa? {1 Mory MOMY4YUTh BCE, YTO 3aX0Uy?

YBumes ero konebaHus, riaaBa JepPEeBHU HECKOJIEKO Pa3 KNBHYII.

— Ia, ma! Tel Moxels mOMy4YuTh Bce! BoraTtcTBo, craTtyc, gonronertue! Bee!

I'y YkaHb TOmHST OPOBE.

— Kaxkoga niena? Jliogu TOBOPAT, 9YTO B 3TOM MHP€E HET TAKOI'O IIOHATHA, KaK OecnmaTHHIN 06611.
CKOJIBKO 5 HOIKEH 3allJIaTUTh 3a BCE 3THU Xxopomiue BEIn?



— llena...— B3rnsim cTapoCTh IEpEBHU METHYJICS B CTOPOHY. Uepe3 MIrHOBEHHE OH IPOIIEeNnTa: —
Kakas 1iena? lleHH HET....

Kaszanoch, 0H 0 4EM-TO 3aiyMaJics, ¥ B €T0 Ila3ax MeJIbKHYJIO0 YTO-TO.

— Bam IIPOCTO HYZXKHO IIPEOIOKUTL HEMHOT'O KPDOBH.

— KpoBp? — Musamorto Cartommu HaKIOHUJICS O6/IMXKe, YCIIbIIIaB 3TO CJIOBO.

CTE\pOCTa OEePEeBHHU, Ka3dJIOCh, emé 0oIbIIe 3aHEPBHUYAJI, HO BCE Xe HaCTauBal:

— [Ia... Korma BeI 3arafpiBaeTe xejanue 6oraMm, BaM Bcerfia Hy2KHO IIPEI0KUThL UM HEMHOTO [1apoB,
HO COBCEM HEMHOTI'0, 9TO He OTSATOTHUT Ballle TejI0. XOTUTe MOImpPo00oBaTh?

— I'me? — 'y UYkaHb NPOTSAHYI PYKY U COPOCUIL: — MBI MOXEM CAesaTh 3TO 30eCh?

BoxXnb mepeBHM B3TPOTHYT U OBICTPO 3aMaxajl PyKaMHu.

— Her, HeT, HeT, MBI HE MOXKeM [enaTh 3TO 37ech! boru pasrueBarTcsa. HaM HyKHO CMEHUTH
MecCTO...

MusamoTto CaToIIu pacCMesiics.

— Tl IpocTO X04emb 00MaHOM 3aCTaBUTh HAC IOMEHATHCS MecTaMy, BepHO? [lyMaelb, Mbl IOBEPUM
B KaKux-To 60roB? ['me B 9TOM Mupe ecTb 60ru? TH IPOCTO MHITAEIILCST HAC 00MaHyTh.

— Kaxk g mor? d 01 He moCMeJI Conrarh 0 YEM-TO IIOLOOHOM.

MrusmoTo CaToly He OTBETHII, HO OT'JIAHYJICSA Ha Fy YxxaHs, oHM 00a ITIOHMMAaJIH, YTO TJIaBa JepPeBHU
sIBHO 00si71csT 60r0B, HO IIpu 3TOM JIOﬁpOBOJ'IBHO Inpeajarai UCIIOJIHUTE UX XKeJIaHU . OHU IIOHATHUS HE
HMeEeJI4, 9TO OH 3agyMall.

'y Yxanb ckasai:

— Ecnu THI Tak rOBOPHIIS, ME HEe MOKeM Te0e moBepuTh. Kak HacyeT Toro, 4ToOsl IIPOBECTH
IIePEMOHHIO0 MMPHU3bIBa OOT0OB MPSIMO 30eCh? EC/IM ThI CMOXKeIb MPU3BaTh 00KECTBO, MBI IOBEPUM
Tebe, u Tebe He MPUMETCS UCIONHATD HAIlIK XKeTaHus. [IpocTo MoKaxXu HaM HeOOJIbINoM 3HaK OT
6oroB, ¥ MbI TeOE TIOBEPUM.

— 3-3...— JlepeBeHCKH CTAPOCTa BRITISANEN HEPEITUTETLHEIM.



Ho, B0O3MOXKHO, 13-3a TOTO, UTO PUTYyas OblJT HEM30ekKeH, Y HETO IeMCTBUTENIBHO HE ObIJI0 BpeMEeHHU
TSHYTh BpPEMS.

B KoHIle KOHIIOB OH CTUCHYJI 3yObl U COTJIaCUJICS:

— Ho mue HY2XKHO, YTOOBI BEI IIpeaoCTaBUIM MHE KO€ KdKHe BEIIlN.

['nmaBa iepeBHU NePEYUCIIUII He00XOOUMbIe ITPEIMETHI, BCE PACIIPOCTPaHEHHBIE PUTYaIbHEIE
TIOOHOIIIEHUSI, TaKKWe KaK KyPUJIbHUIEL ¥ apoOMaTH4ecKas OyMmara.

I'y YxkaHb 1 MusiMoTo CaTOIIX BHIIIIA OT CTAPOCTHI X CTAIM 00CYXKIaTh, KTO IOUIET 3a 3TUMHU
npegMeTaMu. OHU TIEPETIISHYIKUCh, YYBCTBYS Ce0s1 HEIOBKO, ¥ HaKOHEIl B YHUCOH CKa3allu:

— Ilycth HakaHO MOUIET.

Cuapyxu yuxHyn1 Hakano Acaka.

I'y YkaHb I0O3BAJ €T0, U, YCIIHIIAB, YTO My HyXKHa rmoMolns, HakaHo Acaka cpa3y e COTJIaCUIICS.

CrapocTa JepeBHU CKa3a:

— Y MeHsI foMa eCTh IOJIHBII Ha6op PHUTYAJIBHBIX ITPEOMETOB. Ecmu Mel BepHéMCﬂ...

— Iaxe He nyMai 00 aToMm, — nepebun ero Hakano Acaka. — [IpocTo cKaxu MHe, TOe OHH, U 5 UX
3abepy.

Y mepeBeHCKOro CTapoCTH He OBITI0 APYroro BeIOOpa, KpoMe KaK COOOIIUTh eMy 0 MECTOHAX0XKIEeHUH.

Hakano Acaka moBepHYyJICA U VIIEIL.

I'y UYxanb He Gecrnokouncs: Hakano Acaka IpoIén yepe3 MHOKECTBO MHCTAHCOB ¥ 06y1amgan
COOCTBEHHLIMY HaBEIKAMH.

OH u Musmoto CaToIM CTOSJIM, CKPECTUB PYKH, Y OBEPU KOMHATHL.

Bpems 11510, u epeBEeHCKUI CTapoCTa CTaHOBUIICS BCe 60jiee BCTPEBOKEHHEBIM.

Musmoto CaToumm cxa3ai:



— KaxeTcsi, oH He OECIIOKOUTCS O XKeJTaHUsX; CKOpee, 00Ty 3aCTaBUIIU €TO Y49aCTBOBATE B PUTYyaAJIE.

'y YkaHb OTBETUIL:

— 3710 HOPMAJIBHO. He Y BCe€X XBaTae€T CMEJIOCTHU Y6I/IBaTL, HEe 3aJyMBIBasiCh. Ilaxe ecnu oH
3aragblBa€T KeJIaHH A, OH BCETO JIUIIb HepeBeHCKI/Iﬁ CTapoCTa... XKenanus HOPMAJIBHOT'O 9YeJIOBEKa
OOJIKHBI OBIIM 3aKOHYKUTHCS, KaK TOJIBKO OH Y3Hall, 4TO PUTYyaJl MOXKET ITPUBECTU K CMEPTH.

— Tst mpaB. — ITocne MUHYTHOTO MOT4YaHuss MusiMoTo CaTOIIX COTIacUICs C olleHKoH 'y UxkaHs.

[Toxoxke, y HakaHo ACKY BO3HUKIIM KaKKe-TO ITPOOJIeMEl, IOTOMY YTO OH [IOBOJIBHO [OJITO He
BO3Bpallaics.

Heb6o CHApPY2XKU IIOCTEIIEHHO TEMHEJIO.

CrapocTa mepeBHH Ka3acs emé 6onee 6ecrnokoiHsiM. OH pacxazkuBasl 10 KOMHATe, HEOOHOKPATHO
IIBITASICh IIPOPBAThCS CKBO3b 0xpaHy 'y UxkaHsa u Musamorto Cartomu, 4ToOs cOeKaTs.

[Tocrne TOro, KaK ero HeCKOJIbKO Pa3 OCTaHOBUJIM, OH HaKOHEI] HE BBIOEP2KaJl U CKa3all:

— Putyan BoT- BOT HauHETCS. M0OXKHO MHe CHaydaja BEPHYThCA?..

'y UXaHb OTBETUI:

— Yro He Tak? Pa3Be TBOM 60T He NOOP U HE UCIONHAET XKenaHusa? [ToueMy Thl OOUIIBCS PA303/IUTh
60xKecTBO?

— 9T0...,— BOX[b NEPEBHU HE MOT MOA00PaTh CJI0B, UTOOH ONMPOBEPTHYTH BEI30B 'y UxkaHs. Ho oH
BCE pPaBHO BOJIHOBAJICS. B KOHIlE KOHIIOB, OH CTHCHYJI 3y0OHl U CKa3an: — Ho BpeMs puTyasa yxe
Ha3Ha4yeHo. Ecnu 51 ono3gato, 6oru OyOyT 37UTHCS!

— 0? — T'y UYxanb npunogusn 6poBs. —UTo OyHeT, eciu OHU Pa303JIaTCs?

BoamoxHO, 6e3p83HI/I‘-IH06 OTHOIIEHUE Fy Uxansd Pa30311uIIo CTapoCTy. BHesanHo oH COpBaAJICA 1
3aKpH4all Ha HEeTO:

— 4 He 3Hal0, yero TH Xodelnsb! OTnycTH MeHs ceitdac xke! Ecnu He oTnycTuiib, Tebe He
II0300POBUTCA!

— Bruimyctute MeHs! Yero B Ha caMoM [fiefie XO0TUuTe? Bl uyKaku, IPUCIIaHHBIE CIOfla, YTOOR
KCCJIeloBaTh JEPEeBHIO Xauyxy?!



— 4 BaM cKaxy, BBl HUUero He HaugeTe! Bbl He TOJIBKO HUYET0 He HAalfIeTe, HO U HE CMOXKETe
IIOKUHYTh 3TO MeCTO!

I'y UXaHb CIIOKOMHO OTBETUI:

— Hoquy THI TaK FOBOpI/IH.Ib? ThI yacTo BLI6I/IpaeH.IB XKEePTB Cpequ t-Iy'}Kf:lKOB?

— Bcé, uTo npeanaraeTcs 6ecIyIaTHO, 3TO BHITOOHAS CHENKA...— CTapoCTa NePEeBHU, OXBaUeHHBIN
3MOLHUSIMHY, CKa3aJl CITUIIKOM MHOTO ¥ CPa3y Ke MOHSJI, YTO ITPOTOBOPHIICS.

'y UYkaHb ¥ OCTalbHbIE IOHATUSI HE UMEJIU O XXEePTBOIIPUHOIIEHUAX!

OH OBICTPO 3aKpPHIT POT U, 4TO ObI HU cKa3as ['y YkaHb 10ocjie 9TOro, 0TKa3aJiCsi TOBOPUTh CHOBA.

Yepes HekoTOpoe BpeMsi HakaHo ACKa HaKOHEL BEPHYJICS.

OH npuHEC Koe-KaKyio WHPOPMaIUIo:

— 2KuTenu mepeBHHU MOBCIOAY MIIYT CTAapoCTy. KaxkeTcs, OHU He 3HAIOT, MIPOAOJIKAThL TN PUTYAJT UK
IIOMIOKIATh €r0 BO3BPAIIEHUS.

— Mi3HavanbHO pUTyas OB 3allJTAHUPOBAH Ha TPHU OHS M033Ke, TaK YTO OHU BIIOJTHE MOTYT
K0j1e0aThCsl U pacCMaTpPUBaTh BO3MOXKHOCTh €ro repeHoca, — cka3san I'y YxkaHb, Opocasi mpeiMeTs
IJIsT pUTYyasa Iepef rilaBoy nepeBHU. — Bl o0elany HaM IIepeMOHUIO, aBalTe HAaYHEM.

CrapocTa npucrtaabHOo nocMoTpen Ha ['y Uxkans.

— OTKy[a TH 3Haelllb, YTO U3HA4aIbHO PUTYas OB 3allJlaHUPOBaH Ha TPHU OHSA 1m03xke? KTo Th
TaKou?

'y UYxanb ckasai:

— Ceiiuac TH He B TOM IIOJI0KEHUM, YTOOHI CIIpalInBaTh Hac 06 3TOM.

CrapocTa nepeBHU OTBETUIL:

— Pa3 T 3Haelb 0 puTyase, IoYeMy Thl BCE ell[€ X0Yelllb, YTOOH! S IIPOBEN IIEPEMOHUIO?

'y YxaHb HacTauBa:



— ThI DomXeH 9TO cOesnaTh.

Musimoto CaTocu, He ToHUMasI, moueMy 'y UxkaHb X04eT, YTOOHI I'JIaBa IePEBHU IIPOBETT LIePEMOHMUIO,
Habsoan, KaK TOT MOCTAaéT U3 KapMaHa CMapT(OH.

Musmoro CaTomm yIuBIEHHO BOCKIUKHYII:

— ThI X0Uellb....

'y YxkaHb KUBHYIIL.

OH xo0Ten, 4ToOBI I'JIaBa JePEBHY IIPOBETT LIEPEMOHMIO, @ 3aTeM 3aIucai BUOe0, YTOO OTIPABUTD €T0
KJIEHTY.

XOoTs1 OHU He MOTJIM IIOKUHYTh [IePeBHI0 XaluXKYy, KIMEeHT OblI OYeHb BaXKeH IS HUX. [louyeMy KJIMeHT
XOTeJI, YTOOBI OHU IIpHEeXalyu B AepeBHI0 Xaituxy? [IoyeMy OH Tak HacTauBasl Ha TOM, YTOOH OH
mpoBenu epeMoHuio? Kakoe 60:KeCTBO OH IIBITA/ICS IIPHU3BAThH?

OTu BOIIPOCH! OCTaINCh 6€3 OTBETA.

Ho moka Ka3aock, 4TO MPOBEEHUE [EPEMOHUH COMPSIKEHO C PUCKOM.

C KaXaBEM IIPOBEOEHHBIM OOIIOITHUTEJIEHBIM PUTYaAJIOM OIIaCHOCTDH 6YJI€T TOJIBKO BO3pPacCTaTh.

KnueHT siBHO He cobupascs ciaBaThCs, ¥ pafyd COOCTBEHHOM 6€301aCHOCTY UM HYKHO OBIJIO HaWTH
pelieHue.

CaMBbIM TOXOMSIIIMM BapUaHTOM ObIJIO IIPUTJIACUTh NEPEBEHCKOTO CTAPOCTY IIPOBECTH IIEPEMOHHUIO.

Musimoto CaTouu He IPeAIoaraj, YTo TaKO CIIoco6 BO3MOXKEH.

Ero ToBapwuir mo KoMaHze onpeeneHHo OblT 00jIee HAXOOYHUBEIM, YEM OH CaM.
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