— Wou B I0CTeJb. — IPOIIENTaI KMIIEPATopP.

MMriepaTop IPOTSAHYI PYKy, 0XKugasi MoanepxKu. Ho 3mecsk He OBIIO HY CIIYT, HU IPUOBOPHEIX, a
accacuH COBEpIIeHHO He pa30upascs B aTukeTe. OH HeOPEKHO CXBATHII UMIIEPATOpPa 3a PYKY U
00HSII ero.

MoHapx, KOTOPOTo O0HSIIM 3a TAKMI0, OTKPHUI I'Jla3a ¥ 3a0BI7T 0 TOM, YTO HYKHO COMTPOTHUBIISITHCS UITH
IIPOTECTOBATH, ITOKA €T0 HOT'Y IIOJTHOCTHIO He OTOPBAJIUCh OT 3eMJIU. YOHUilla HaMePEeHHO OTITYCTHUII
€ro PYKy U IIOBEPHYJI YeJI0BeKa, KOTOPOIo AepKai Ha pyKax, 60KOM B BOJie, 3aCTaBUB UMIIepaTopa
TIOCTIEIITHO OOHSITD ero 3a Ineto. [pyOrii 00MOYMK BOCIIOIL30BaJICS BO3MOXKHOCTHIO OOHSTh
uMIepaTropa u 00epHYJICS, BEITJISAOSN TakK, CJIOBHO CeYac OH [epKall Ha pyKax HeBEeCTY.

ViMmepaTop yCcTaBUJICS Ha YOUMITY BIaXKHBIMU OT CJIe3 IJla3aMy ¥ MOJI4a OCYIUII eT0 3a JeP30CTh,
ctaB 0ojiee arpeCCUBHEIM, YeM TOT APYKETIOOHEIN YeI0BEK, KOTOPHIM OH IIPUTBOPSIJICS PaHbIIIE.
Yo6wuiitia yXMBUTBHYJICS ¥ BBIIIIE U3 BAHHOM.

CmanpHs 6pocanachk B r'1a3a. B 11eHTpe KOMHATH CTOsiIa 60JIbIIast KpoBaTh ¢ OanmaxuHoM. CTonOUK
KpoBaTH ObLII BEIPe3aH B popMe Kypasis. CrianbHOe MeCTO ObIIO BEIKpPAILIEHO 30JI0TOM KPacKol, a
CBEpXY BHCeJIa TsSkKeJas CBETIIO-Toy0ast 3aHaBecKa. [IPOCTHIHY HA KPOBATH OB OYEeHBb TOJICTHIMH, C
KMCTOYKaMH, CBUCAIOIIMMU CO BCEX CTOPOH, ¥ IOXOOUIHN Ha OombIoi nmupor. OHU cTanu erre 6osbIie
IIOX0KM TI0CJIe TOT0, KaK OH II0JIOXKHUJI UMIlepaTopa Ha CepeguHy KpoBaTH. ACCAaCHUHY CTajo XKapKo, U
OH OpocuJiCcsl Ha HEro, KaK CBUPENHI TUTP, HabpachBaOUIUNCS Ha CBOI0 HoOkYy. OH OTCKOYHUII OT
KpOBaTH Ha MoIQyTa 1 ABaXKAkl TepeKaTusics. Eciu Obl KpoBaTh Obllla HEIOCTATOYHO OOJIBIION,
OOIBIIMHCTBO MOAYIIEK yKe Oblin OB COPOIeHH ¢ Hee. «KTo OBl MOT IIOAYMaTh, YTO ITOCTEIIb
apuCcTOKpaTa TaKas MArkas?» AccaCuH CXBaTHUIICA 3a Kpall KpOBaTHU U TYT XKe MOTEPSI PaCCyaoK,
Teleph HacTala ouepeab UMIlepaTopa CMesIThCS.

910 OBINa BCEro JIUIIh JIeTKas HaCMeIllKa, Jake HaCMeIIK! UMIepaTopa ObITA JOBOIBHO
coepxkaHHbIMU. Ho 3T0 OBINIa mpyKeckas HacMelllkKa, a He 37100Hasi, KakK ecjiu Obl OH yBUAEN co0aKy,
KycaloIyio cebst 3a XBOCT, C mojel IpuBsisaHHOCTU. C Havaja UX BCTPEYH U II0 Cei IeHb aCCaCuH
BIIEPBBIE YBU[IEI, KaK UMIIEPATOP CMEETCS: C HEBEXKJTMBOM, He3alIaHMPOBAaHHOM ykIOKoM. Korma
UMIIEePATOP CMESIJICS, BCe ero JIMIO CMSITYajioch, HECKOJIBKO TOHKHX MOPIIMHOK B YTOJIKaX I'ja3
pasriIaxXuBalIKCh, a TYOB Ka3anuch MsArde. YOuiiiia XoTes MOIe0BaTh 3Ty KPACUBYIO JTUHUIO I'y0, HO
Ha MOJINYTH II0YEeMY-TO IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO 3TO HEIIPABUIIBHO, ¥ BMECTO 3TOT0 €T0 I'yOhl KOCHYJIUCH
IIEeH.

Pana, HaHeCeHHas ero KJIMHKOM, 60Jbllle He KPOBOTOYMIIA, OCTABUB JIUIIh TOHKYIO KPACHYIO JIMHUIO.
Terno yOuire OBII0 TOKPHITO OECIIOPSAIOYHEIMU LIIpaMaMu, 1F000# 13 KOTOPHIX OB HAMHOTO
cepbe3Hee 3TOr0 MaJeHbKOTO IIpaMa, HO 3TOT MaJIeHbKHI [TpaM ObIJT HAHECEH UMIIEPATOPY, U OH
BRITJISIIEN 0COOEHHO ocnenuTenbHo. Ha Tenme uMnepaTopa He OBIIO U3BSIHOB, Kak Ha GeJI0M X0JICTe, U
OCTaBJISITh HAa HEM CJIefrl ObLI0 TpexoM. Youiitia 061u3ar paHy, KOTOPYI0 OH OCTaBUJI, CIIU3bIBas
He0O0IbII0M KPOBABHIM CIIef.

Ero ryOnl COCKOIB3HYIH C IIeH, 3aepKajuch Ha Tpyau, 00XBaTUB COCOK. [I7I0Th 3aTBepaesa y Hero
BO PTYy, ¥ aCCACHH ITOYYBCTBOBAJI BKYC KOXKM ¥ OMeHUs cepAana. Ero pyka nackasa Tanuio
UMIIEPATopa, ¥ OH He CMOT yOepKaThCs, YTOOH He 3afepKaThCs Ha ero maxy. Tamaus uMiepaTopa
Obllla OUeHb TOHKOM, peOpa MOXKHO OBIJIO HAIIyIIaTh, IIPUIIOKUB HEOOJILIIOE YCUINE, & KUBOT OBLIT
MSATKUM Ha OLIyIb. PykKa yOUMIIE JTeTIa eMy Ha HU3 XKUBOTA, ¥ OH BHE3AITHO OCO3HAJl, YTO TaM eCTh
yTpoba, MeCTo, Ifie MOXKET POOUTHCS PeOEeHOK, MECTO, T{le OH CMOXKeT BCKOPMUTh CBOUX JeTel. ITa
MBICJTb 3aCTaBMJIa aCCaCHHA 3adP0KaTh, @ €T0 YIeH CTal TBEPABIM U 00JIe3HEHHBIM.

B mro6o¥ mpyro¥ IeHb OH MOTPATUI OBl HECKOJIBKO YacOB, UCCIIEAYS 3TO TeJI0 Ty0aMu, SI3BIKOM |



PYKaMH, BOSMOXHO, B CHGHYIOLHHﬁ pas3, ecin OBI 9TO CJIY4HJIOCh CHOBA. CeropHs accaCcHH He MOT
OoJbIle XKAaTh. Ero PYKa IIPpOoaoJIZKajia CKOJIb3UTh I10 BEIJIM3dHHOMY BXOAY, X TOJICTHIE ITAJIBIIEI,
IIOKPLBITEIE MO30JIAMH OT Me4a, IIOCIIEIIHO PaCIIupPUIIn €T0. AccacuH 00XBaTHI KOJIEHU HMIIepaTopa,
3aKWHYJI €T0 HOTU cebe Ha myIeYH, a 3aTEM IIpuzxKajl CBOH 4JI€H K €Tr0 BXOnOy.

Ero umeH Ha ynuBII€HME JIETKO CKOJIb3HYJIa BHYTPb, ¥ MSATKHME CTEHKH IIEJId MaJIo-IIoMajy 00XBaTHUITH
ero, II0Ka OHM, HAKOHEIl, He CITUIKCh BOequHO. [10T accackHa Karasl Ha ©UMIIepaTopa, OH YyBCTBOBAJI,
KaK TOT CTJIaThIBAeT ¥ HAMPSATAeTCs, OH MOT YyBCTBOBATh OMEHMEe WX IMyJIbCa IIPU 3TOM
COIIPUKOCHOBeHMH. OYeHb XOPOIII0, 0YeHb XOPOLIO0. B 3TOT MOMEHT OH GBITT BHYTPHU TeJla MMIIepaTopa,
3T0 OBIJIO TTOX02Ke Ha TO, KakK ecyu Obl OH OB Ha HeGecaxX ¥ B YUCTHIIMIIE OOJHOBPEMEHHO, KeJas
IIPOHUKHYTh BHYTPb ¥ OTKPHITh CEKPETHOE MECTO 6€3 BCSIKUX OTPaHWUYEeHHUH.

— ITogoxmu! HeT, TOCTOIA...

ViMmepaTop XHBIKAJ, ¥ €ro royioc OBUI TAKUM TUXHUM, YTO €r0 OBIJI0O He TaK 3aMEeTHO, KaK ero
neiaromee Temo. OH CHOBA HANPSATCS, CIUIITKOM CHJIBHO, YTOOBI IIOIIEBETUTLCS, HO 9TO He OBIIO0
npo6ieMoii. B 9TOT MOMEHT cTpesa Obllla Ha TETHBE, M KMHXKAJl He MOXKEeT OCTAaHOBUTH youiiny. He
TOBOPS y2Ke O IIJIOX0 TPEeHUPOBAHHOM TeJle WIIM HeCKOJIbKUX IIPOKIISITUSAX ¥ MOTb0ax. PasBe myst Toro,
4yTOOBI CTATh YOUMIlEi, HY2KHO OBITH XOPOIIUM, MSTKOCEPIeYHEIM YeJI0OBEKOM?

[TpocTo uMIIepaTOP HE Pyrajcs ¥ He YMOJISII, OH, BEPOSITHO, Jaxke He 3aMedalt, YTO TOBOPHT.
Kazarnocs, uMmepaTopa BHE3aITHO OXBATHU/I KOIIMAp, r0 ITMPOKO OTKPHITHIE TIIa3a IOTePsiIu GOKyC, U
B HUX IIOOHSIIOCh KaKoe-To 6e3yMHOe HacTpoeHue. YOuiilla MOT paclo3HaTh 3TO; BCIKUM pa3, KOoraa
OH CHMJIbHO HAITMBAJICS, OH BBSI3BIBAJICS B HEOOBSICHUMYIO OPaKY, a KOT{la OH IIPOCHIIAJICS, TbSHLIH B
CTeJIbKY, B KAKOM-TO HE3HAaKOMOM MECTe, OH BU[IEJI TaKOe JKe BhIpaXkKeHue JIUIA B CBOeM OTPaXKeHUH.

9T0 OBIIO HNCTepUuYEeCKOe OTBPAIlleHuEe K CAMOMY cebe.
ITO MOHUMaHME B TOT MOMEHT [eMCTBUTEILHO OCTAaHOBUIIO yﬁnﬁuy

ViMmepaTop TSKeso OBIIIaj I0f HAM, MOpTras rjla3aMu U C TPyHOM Ipuxofs B ce6g. OH OBl SBHO
OLIEJIOMJIEH; BEPOSTHO, 3a/laBaJiCsl BOIPOCOM, YOUBJIEH JIU OH CBOEY OIJIOITHOCTHIO UJIA TEM, YTO
yOuiita mocmyirancst ero. Kakoe-to BpeMsi OH Ka3aJicsi IouTH OarofapHbIM.

— Jlait MHe HECKOJIPKO CEeKYH]. — CKa3aJl UMIIePaTOP, IIBITasACh BEIPDOBHATE JbIXaHHE.

OH BBITEp NUI0 PyKOH. [ToK0IEe6aBIICh, OH IPOTSHYJ PYKY U CXBaTUJI YOUUITY 3a IIPeAIieyne.
YOuiina B35 €T0 PyKy, [T0J10KuUN cebe Ha IJIe40 ¥ HAKJIOHUI T'OJI0BY, YTOOH! IOIEJIOBATh €ro.

CnoBa uMmepaTopa ObIIM PE3KUMU ¥ TOYHBIMY, HO SI3bIK, TPOU3HOCUBILIUYN UX, OBITT MATKUM K
HEeJIOBKMM. ACCaCHH II0CaCHIBAJI €r0, YCIIOKauBaJj, CoOIa3HsT U IIOCTENeHHO paccaabuil Telo B CBOUX
00bsiTUaX. Ero pyku 61yKpganu 1o Tesly UMIlepaTopa, IoTrjlaXkuBas BCe, K YeMy OH MOT
IIPUKOCHYTBLCS: PaCKpacHeBINeecs IO, TTIAfKyI0 CIIMHY, TEJI0, IIOKPEITOE ITOTOM, JIUIIHYIIee K
HUXKHEHN 4acTu Tefa... OTKPHITh UMIIepaTopa ObIJI0 BCe paBHO, YTO Pa3[ABUHYThH [IBa TOHKHUX JIUCTA,
CKJIEEHHBIX BMeCTe. XpPyIKuii TyK TpebyeT GOJBIIIOro MacTepcTBa U Teprnenus. K cuacTeio, youiiia
BCEeTa ObIJT XOPOIIUM OXOTHUKOM.

OH nackan Teso moj co00¥ Ho TeX Mop, TOKA COMPOTUBJIEHNE He MTPEBPATHIIOCH B YTOXKIEHUE, ITOKA
OHO BMECTE CO CBOMM BJIafiefiblieM He OTKPHIIOCH €My B TOJIOBOKPYKUTENbHOM XKeJTaHUU. ACCAaCUH
yCIIOKauBaJl UMIIepaTopa pyKaMu, 3a60TsCh 0 eT0 MyKCKUX ¥ KEHCKUX OpraHax, ero 60JbIme
7afgoHu ObUIX BJIAKHBIMU OT TEJIECHBIX XKUAKOCTel. FiMepaTop Hayajl HEOCO3HAHHO TePeOUTh CBOIO
PYKY, 3aKycuB I'y0y U pa3gpakeHHBIN COOCTBEHHEIM XeJlaHNeM. XOTs OH BCe ellle He 3HaJl, 0 4eM
MMEHHO IIPOCUT, OTYassHHEIE MBICTIA PaCCeUBaIMCh U IIpeBpallaIuch B KAIIUIy Iepey 3TUM



STPOCTHBEIM KapoM. MMrepaTop Moj4a YTKHYJICS JIULIOM B IIIEI0 YOUUIIEI, YIIEPIINCH ISITKaMU MY B
CIIUHY.

Ins ero BenuuecTBa uMImepaTopa 3To OBIIO IOYTH PABHOCUIIBHO BOCTOPXKEHHOMY KUBKY.

AccacuH 0BT BCETO B IlIare OT IIpefielia CBOeH BHIHOCIMBOCTH. B TOT MOMEHT, KOT/Ia OH IOJTyYUIT
paspelneHune, OH BHE3AIIHO HAaHEC Yaap, KakK AuKas jomanb. MMmepaTop BCKPUKHYI U YyTh He
BCKOYMJI C KPOBATH, HO OBIJT KPETIKO IIPUTBOXKEH K Hel, He B CUJIaX COBUHYTHCS HU Ha OIOWM. Ero
r7na3a OblTM KPAaCHBEIMU, TAJbIIbI HOT TIOJOTHYTHI, a MSTKHU ellle CUJIbHee BLIEIUINCE B IMUPOKYIO CIIUHY
yOuM1Ibl, KaK OYATO OH 30 BCEX CHJI CTapasiCs He CBAJUThLCSA C AUKOM nomanu. TojicTas KpoBaTh TOXKe
Haydaja packayuBaThCs, U HEIJIOTHO 3aBsi3aHHbIe 3aHaBECKU Pa3[BUHYJIUCH, YIIaB BHU3 U OKyTaB
IIBYX YeJIOBEK Ha KpoBaTH. Kakoe-To BpeMsi eMHCTBEHHOE, YTO MOXKHO OBIJIO Pa3risgeTh 3a
mpeneiaMu KpoBaTH, ObITA OBe TeHU, IIepelieTeHHBIe BMECTe, ¥ HEBO3MOXKHO OBIJIO OMPEIeNIuTh, KTO
€CTb KTO.

V36aBUBIINCEH OT CHJIBHOT'O Pa3dpaxKUTeNIsl, UMIIePaTop B OTMECTKY YKYCHI YOUMIly 3a miedo. B aTo
BpeMs yOuiia OblT 3aHAT paboTOi, MBIIIIILL €T0 IIJIeY U CIIMHE OBIIN HAMPSIKEHEI, ¥ eMy OBLI0
TPYIHO TOBOPHUTE. IMIIepaTOp OCTaBHUII TOIBKO [Ba Cjeda B BUME IOJIyMecsIla I0CJie TOTro, KakK
IIOJITOe BpeMs CKpexKeTas 3y0aMu. AcCacuH IePEeKUIT BCe BUIOBI CUIBHEIX BETPOB U BOJIH U IIEPEHEC
TAKYIO JIETKYI0 aTaKy Ha KpPOBaTH, YTO CUJIa UMIepaTopa Oblyla Jaxke He TaKOW CUITBHOM, KaK y He
IIPOSIBIISIIONIEHN SHTY3Wa3M MPOCTUTYTKU. OMHAKO UMIIEPATOP JOKHUII [0 3TOI0 BO3pacTa M HUKOT A
paHbIlle HUKOTO He KycaJl, II03TOMY OH HEMHOTO IT103KaJiesl O TOM, 4TO cfenan ero. OH B3[OXHYII C
o0neryeHreM U JIU3HYII €T0 ellle HeCKOJIbKO pa3. OT KoImaybux 00/TM3bIBaHUM ¥ aCCaCHHA 3a4ecasioch
BCE TEJI0, ¥ €My 3aX0TeJIOCh IIPOTJIOTUTh UMITIEPATOpa 3a HECKOJIBKO TTIOTKOB.

9T0 OBIIO TaK CTPAHHO, YTO Y UMIIEPATOPA YeCaauch KOPHU 3y0O0B, UTO BEI3KIBAJIO JKEJTaHUE
ITPOKYCHUTH Pl KPOBABEIX OTMETHH ¥ OCTABUTb CUHSKH, HOBECTH 9TOTO 6€3yIIPEeYHOro apuCcToOKpaTa
no crne3. Ho Ha caMoM [iefie OH He MOT [laXKe IMIPUKOCHYThCS K HeMy TaiblieM. JIexka Ha KpOBaTH,
yOuiilla He MOT He BOCXHUINATHCS KaXKIbIM JIOMMOM er0 KOXKHU, ¥ eMy ObIJIO HeBBIHOCUMO BH[IETh, KaK
TepsieTcst XOTs ObI KAyl KPOBH. YOuiila momyMart mpo ce0si, 4To, BO3MOXKHO, HEKOTOPhIE JTI0IN
POXKIaNMMCh OOTAaTHIMKU ¥ 3aHHMAJIH BEICOKOE IIOJIOKEHKE B XKU3HM, TAaK YTO JKEHUXaM IPUXOOUI0CH
CHavaJla MPOXOOUTh Yepe3 OrHEHHYI0 CTeHY, YTOOH 3aCITyKUTh UX. ECu 6Bl UMIIEpaTop He HOCUI
o0yBH, yOuiilla, BEPOSITHO, ITO3BOJIKJI OB €My HaCTYIUTh Ha ce6si, YTOOH TOT He MCIayKall HOTH.

Kak cTpaHHO, accacuHa HUKOTHA He BOJTHOBAJIM CUJIbHEIE MUPA CET0, OH He GBI UMIIEpPaTOPOM, U OH
IIPOKPAJICS. BO OBOPEIL], YTOOH yOUTh UMIIepaTopa CerogHs Be4epoM. [lo CUX IIOp OH He CYUTAI
uMIeparopa MMmnepun 4eM-To HeJOCTUXKUMEBIM, BHE3AIHas JTI000Bb U KAI0CTh ObITH TOJOOHE TOMY,
Kak Opopsira mepkuT 6e3M0MHYI0 KOILIKY, IPUHAMAs XKejlaeMoe 3a IeHCTBUTEIbHOE, IyMasi, 4YTO
MOXKEeT 03a00TUTHCS O APYTHUX.
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