B xoMHaTe BOIIapHIIACh I‘HyﬁOKaﬂ THIIIHWHA. ‘Iepe3 HECKOJIBKO CEKYH]I aCCaCHH IIOHAJI, YTO O3HAa4aJlla
9Ta (bpasa. Oxn BTAHYJ BO3OYX, IIOJO3P€BAA, YTO OCJIBIIIATICA.

Kak u gpyrue uMIepckue OBOPsiHe, KOTOPhle BOCXHUIIAINCH aKKYPATHOCThIO, UMIIEPATOP HE HOCHUT
6opomel. Y HEro OBIIO TIaAKOe JIUI0 C MATKUMH OYePTaHUSIMU, HO 3TO JIUIIO OBIIO CKOpee KPaCUBLIM,
yeM YyTOHUeHHHIM. [IyroBuila Ha HOYHOM py0allke uMrepaTopa Obljla pacCTeTHyTa HAaCTOJIbKO, YTO
OBLIIO BUOHO €ro BHITYKJIOE afaMOBO s10710K0. bapxaT mpuKphIBajl O0IbINYIO YaCTh €r0 KOXKU, ¥ ero
OBLIIO OCTATOYHO, YTOOBI CKPHITh TPyHb. YOUNIlA YCTABUIICS €My B JIUI0, OIIYCTHII B3TJIAA Ha I'PYOb

— ¢ He XeHIIMHA. — UMIIEPATOpP CHOBA clipocusl. — Ho TH Korpa-HUOyOb BULET, YTOOH KTO-TO
POXKIanCcss OGHOBPEMEHHO MYXKYMHOU U XKEHIIUHON?

— Hert. — 4yecTHO 0TBeTHI yOHUHIIA.
— Torga TH YBUIUIIIL 9TO CETOMHS. — CKa3ajl UMIIepaTop.

OH omyCTHII T7la3a ¥ PacCTETHYJT CBOIO OJeXKAy. XanaT 3aKpbIBajl €ro OT IIeH [0 ISITOK, YTO
03HayaJo, 4YTo Ha HeM OBIjla TOJIBKO OfHa ofexkfaa. Korma oH Hayas pa3Bs3bBaTh MOSC, YOUNIa
o0HapyXKuJl, YTO Ha HeM HUYero HeT. Hukakoro HuxKHero 6enbsi. M pyka yOuiis! 3agpoxarna. Eme
OJIHa Karll/Is KPOBHU BBITEKJIA U3 IIIeW UMIIepaTopa. YOuiilla IOCIIenIHo yopas KIUHOK, YTOOH CIyYaiHO
He 3ape3aTh UMIlepaTopa.

Ha 210t yepTOBO¥ HOYHOM pyOalke OBIIO TAK MHOT'O ITYTOBHII, Y3€JI Ha M0sice ObIT KPACUBBLIM U
CJTIOKHBIM, YTO yOUIIla HUKAK He MOT CO00pa3uTh, KaK ero pa3Bs3aTh, U He MOT IOHSTh, KAK KOMY-TO
3ax04eTcst HafleBaTh 3TO Ha HOYb. MiMIlepaTop Me[jIeHHO Pa3Bsi3biBajl OOUH y3elI 3a APYTruM, Ha (HoHe
TEMHOW HOYHOM py0allku ero 6eHble PYKU Ka3anuch ele 6menHee. ETo pyku ObLIM XOPOIIO
CJIOKEHHI, a TaJIbIThl OBITH TOHKUMU ¥ THOKUMHU. OH BHTTIAAEN U3HEXKEHHBEIM, ¥ Ha HEM faXe He OBII0
Mo3011e#. Ero pecHUIIE 3aTperneTany, Kak Kpblibsg 0a004ek B MepPIIAIOIIeM CBETE CBeuel. AcCacuHy
TI0KAa3aJI0Ch, YTO HaJl €0 TPYAbIo mopxaeT 6aboyka, lapanas KpblIbSIMU €T0 CEPALIE.

TeMr[epaTypa B KOMHaTe€e IIOCTEII€HHO IIOBHIIIAIacCh.

[Mocneguut y3en GbIT pa3Bsi3aH, U MOSC yIIaa Ha 3eMJIi0. FIMIlepaTop OmyCTUIT PYKH, €T0 TPyab Obia
oOHaxeHa, a TeJIo OBIIO OCTIENUTENIbHOEe B HOuM. HouyHas py0Oallika BCe ellle BHCella Ha HeM,
pacraxHyTasi, Kak IPUOTKPHITAs IBePb, U OTKPHIBAJICS JIUIITL CMYTHHIM BUM Ha cafi BHU3Y. [lomon
HOYHOM pyOalky 3afgparcs, o6Haxas HOT'Y ¥ TOHKYIO JIOOBIKKY, UYTO HAaBOJUJIO HA MBICIIb, YTO €€
MOXKHO CJIOMaTh, IIPUJIOKUB HEMHOT'O YCHUIHH.

— 4 melCTBUTENBHO HE MOTY IIPECTaBUTh. — CKa3aJl UMIIepaTop. — YTo, M0 UPOHUM CYALOH, TaKoe
TEJI0 MOXKET POXKaTh OeTel.

Kaszanoch, 4To moj] ero CBUCAIIINM YJIEHOM, TaM, Te OOJIKeH OBl HaXOOUThCS II0JIOBOM OpraH, Oblia
y3Kas mesib. TeHb MeXIy ero HOT 3aKphiBajia 00JbIIYI0 YacTh IOJIS 3peHus, U yOuiilla He MOT
BUIETDH, UTO HAXOAUTCS MEXKAY HUMU, HO U3-3a 3TOTO €My CTaJsio elre 6onee HEYIOTHO. EMy
3aX0TeJI0Ch yOpaTh pefaKue BOJMIOCKY U 3allyCTUTh B HUX MHasblbl. OH XOTEJ 3HATh, €CTh JIX IO,
BEeJIMUYECTBEHHOU UMIIEPATOPCKOM MaHTHENW HEXKHOE MECTEUKO, IeMCTBUTENIBHO JIH, 110 CIIyXaM,
XJIaQHOKPOBHOE YyAOBUIIE MATKOE U Topsidee, CTAHET JIM OHO IIOKOPHLIM U BJIaXKHBIM OT €70
IIPUKOCHOBEHMUH. ..

— Yro0 3a yemyxa. — CyX0 CKa3aJll aCCaCHUH, U30 BCeX CU 60PSICh C pacTyLUIUM XKelaHueM. — [Jaxe
€CJIX TaK, 9TO He JOKa3hIBaeT, YTO TH CIIOCOOEH K 3a4YaTHIO...



— IlpaBpa 9TO UK HET, TH MOXKEIIh YOeTUTHCS B 9TOM CaM. — CKa3aJl UMIIEPaTop.
OH OTKHHYJICS Ha CIIUHKY CTYJla U CJIerkKa U3MeHWUII 103y .

VimnepaTopckasi HoyHas py0allika Oblja H3bICKaHHOM ¥ POCKOIIHOM. MaHXKeThl 1 BOPOTHUK OBIIIH
PACIIMTH TEMHEIMU Y30PaMH, BHIIIOJTHEHHBIMU 30JT0TOM HUTHI0. OJHOTO pyKaBa, BEPOSITHO, XBATHIIO
OBl Ha ey ¥ Oy [JIs CEMbU MPOCTOJIIOANHA B TeUeHHe rofa. MiMmepaTop, ogeThil B HOUHYIO
pyOalKy, cufes B CliajibHe JTUIIOM K JIUITY C YOuiIlel, KOTOPHIH ObIJT BCETo B Iare OT HET0, HO
mepKaycs C TaKMM JOCTOMHCTBOM, CJIOBHO BOCCenas Ha TpoHe. Ho Tako¥ nMmepaTop, 3aBOeBaTeNb
00JIBIIIeH YAaCTH U3BECTHOTO MUPA, MOHAPX C HEBOOOPa3uMBIM 60TaTCTBOM, OOTaTHIM ¥ HEOOCSATaeMBbIH
apUCTOKpPaT, YMHBIN Y€JIOBEK C OCTPHIM S3BIKOM, 3aCTABIISIBIINY THICSYHU JIIONEN MIPEKIIOHATH Iepeq
HUM KOJIEHH, Pa3[BUTaJl HOTY IePeN ByIbrapHBIM rojioBope3oM. Teno uMmepaTopa OBLI0
OTHOBPEMEHHO MYKCKHUM U XKeHCKUM. OHO BHITJISIAEIIO TOPKECTBEHHBIM, CBSIIIEHHBIM M HU C YeM He
CPaBHUMBIM. ACCACHUH YCIIbIIIAJ, KaK OH CTJIOTHYII CITIOHY, ¥ Bce 00JibIle 1 60JIbIlle YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO
BefleT OMTBY, KOTOPAsi MOXKET IIPUBECTH TOJIBKO K €T0 IIOPaXkKeHHIO.

— TrI MOXKeIllb OKa3aTh, YTO OCTABUIIL MEHS B KUBHIX II0CJIe POXKAeHUs pebeHKa? — yOuiIa
IPEIPUHS IIOCTIeIHIO0 MONBITKY. — KakK THl MOXKeIIb 3TO TapaHTUPOBAThH?

— 4 He MOTy rapaHTHPOBATh, YTO BCE, BO YTO THl MOXKEIIIh BEPUTD - 3TO JOBEPHE K UMIIEPATOPY. —
MMIIepaTop MPUCTAaIbHO IIOCMOTPEN Ha Hero. — Ho fjaxke ecyu TH IoxkKaseels 00 3TOM, 110 KpanHen
Mepe, THl MOXKEeITb CKa3aTh UM, 4TO «BeuKuil 3aBOeBaTENb» — 9TO0 MOHCTP MYZKCKOT0 U JKEHCKOTO
moJia. M 4To THI C HUM IOTPaXasics.

9To cTao mocnenHe Kamel, KpoBb Opocuiach eMy B TOJIOBY, a 3aTeM XJIbIHYJa BHU3. [Ipexkae ueM
yOuiilla ycren IpUHSTH pelleHue, ero pyka yxKe MeTHyach Buepen. Koxa umneparopa 6Gbia
HeXHee, YeM y 11000# Ipyroy KeHIIUHE, K KOTOPOM OH IIPUKAcaJsCs, CIOBHO KyCOYeK CTYIIeHHOT0
MOJIOKA, U IrpyOble pyKU YOUMIIE CKOIB3HYJIX OT TPYAM K HU3Y KUBOTA, CJIOBHO IIOTJIaXKUBas IIEJIK.
[Tpubu3UBIIKCH K UMIIEPATOPY, aCCACHH ITOYYBCTBOBA C1abbIl 3amax, He MyApy, a CMeCh YEPHUTT U
nagaHa. OH 4yBCTBOBAJI, UTO ¥ HETO YellyTcs 3yObl ¥ PYKH, a B CEPALIE pPa3ropaeTcs
Pa3pyIIMTEIbHOE XKeJlaHUe, OT KOTOPOTO EMY XOUeTCSI YTO-HUOYIb Pa3laBUTh.

HouHas py0allka yraia Ha 3eMJII0, CKaThle Mablbl yOUMIIE I0YTH OCTaBWIN CUHSK Ha Ijiede
MUMIIEPATOPA, a IPYyTrasi ero pykKa oKa3ajach MEXAY HOT ©MIepaTtopa. TaM HeHCTBUTEIBHO YTO-TO
ObLJI0, TPUOTKPHIB BXOJ], OXPAHSIEMbIH MATKUMHU I'y0aMu, ¥ HaflaBUB OOJBIINM I1ajblieM, MOXKHO OBLIO
IPUKOCHYTHCS K TOpPsSUeMy U HeKHOMY Bxony. bepa mop ero naioHbi0 pe3K0 HANPSTIIUCh, U
MMIIEPAToOP BOPYT YTO-TO CKa3all.

AccacuH ORI TOTPYKEH B XKeJIaHue U II0X0Th, ¥ TOJILKO II0CJI€ TOTO, KaK UMIIEPATOP MIOBTOPHUI 9TO
ellle pas, ero pas3yM, HaKOHeIl, 0CO3HaJI 3HauYeHKe 9TOr0 3BYKa.

— Wiou, mpuMu BaHHY. — UMITepPaToOp CKa3ajl. — Tebe He HY:KHO HUKOTO 3BaTh, BHYTPU €CTh BaHHAS,
u s mouay ¢ To6o. OHa HAaXOOUTCS PSIOM C TEMHOM ITOJIKOM CIIpaBa OT OBEePU, KOTOPYI0 MOXKHO
OTKPHITh, IIPOCTO IIOTSIHYB 3a PY4YKy. B BaHHOM KOMHaTe B TeUEHUE BCEro JHS eCTh ropsdas Bofa.
KomHaTa nmonmHoCThI0 000pyioBaHa, B HEM TaKXkKe eCTh HeOOJIbIIION XOJOOUILHUK U KOe-KaKue
3aKycku. Ecnmu Tebe HpaBUTCS BUHO, KOTOPOE MBI TOJIBKO UTO ITHUJIM, OHO TOXKE ECThk...

HmmepaTop He CMOTPEeJI Ha HEero, II0Ka FOBOPHII, @ CMOTPEIT IPSIMO 1epef co00H, C OTCYTCTBYIOIIUM
BEIpazKEHUEM JIHIla, Kak OynTo Ha HeM Oblla MacKa. Temephb OH O0JbIlle TOXOAWIT Ha TOT
BEJIMYECTBEHHEIN TOPTPeT. Ero HanpsKeHHbIE MBI TaK U HE PacciaduiInch, a Koxka IOKPHIach
MypamKkamu. TonbKo 4To yOuiila He OTBETHUJI, €r0 IBUXKEHUS IIPOIOJIXKAJNICh, @ UMIIEPaTOP
IIPOJIOJIZKAJI TOBOPHUTH.



B BaHHOM YTO-TO OBII0? B MaHHEIM MOMEHT 3TO OBIJIO ObI CIIUIIKOM HEOXKUIAHHO, YTOOL! HEe 0Ka3aThCs
noBymkou. «KTo 6bI Ha 3TO MOBENCA?» pedIeKTOPHO MOmyMan younIa.

‘Iepe3 HEKOTOpoe BpeMdA OH ITOHSII.

HecMmoTps Ha TO, 4TO UMIIEPATOP BCerna Ha3kiBasl ce0sl «yMUPAIOIUM YeJI0BEKOM», Ha CaMOM feJie
OH HUKOT[Ia He IJIaHuPOoBaj ymMupaTh. OH XOTeJI XKUTh, BEPOSITHO, 00JIbllle, YeM KTO-TH00 Apyroi. OH
He OBIJT TAK CITOKOEH, KaK Ka3aj0Ch, ¥ TO, YTO OH OBUI TOTOB 3aIlJIaTUTh 3a BRIZKWBAHKE, TO, OT YETO OH
OTKa3BIBAJICS, €T0 TEJIO ¥ TalHa ero Teja, He OBIJI0 pa3MEeHHOM MOHETOM, KOTOPYIO MOXKHO OBIIO
IIPOCTO BRIOPOCHUTH. [laxke [ UMIIepaTopa 9TO OBIJIO IIEHHO.

Oco3HaHuE 3TOr0 MO3BOJIUIO IIOPOYHBIM 2K€ETaHUuAM YGHﬁHbI HEMHOI'O OCTHITh, U B HEM CMYTHO
3apOoauiaCh 2KaJIOCTh.

OH KHBHYJ, ¥ UMIIEPATOpP HeMeIJIEHHO BCTAJI, ITOMOIIIes K ITOJIKe ¥ OTKPHII ABEPITy. Tam Oblt
KOPOTKHUI1 KOPHUJIOP, a B KOHIle KOpHmopa Orlna ellle ofHa ABephb. ViMIiepaTop Bejes eMy IIOBECUTD
OIeXy Ha BeIasKy 3a OBephi0. Vi3 BTOpOI ABEpH IOBAIKII IIap, ¥ yOUiilla MOCIeIoBall 3a HUM,
TIOYTH [yMasi, YTO IOIaJT K rOpsiYeMy UCTOYHHUKY.

— I'pynna ciayr BCKUNATUT BOAY, YTOOBI 00CITyKUTh Tebs B 1I000€ BpeMs.

9T0 yxKe OBIIO IpefesioM BooOpakeH!s IMIPOCTHIX JIIOfIeN 0 POCKOIIHEIX OaHgX, HO Ha CaMOM Jefie B
UMIIePATOPCKOM OaHe HUKOTo He Obls10. BaHHa Oblyla pa3MepoM C IIaBaTeIbHBIM 0aCCeH, U U3 MacTh
BLICEYEHHOT'0 B KaMHe Ipru¢)0Ha ITOCTOSTHHO JIMIACh BOMla, HAMPaBIsAsa B 0acCeliH HelPePHLIBHEIM IIOTOK
ropsiuedt Bogel. OH He 3HAJI, KaKas MPSHOCTh UCTOYAJIa TAaKOM MPUSTHBIN 3amax, JOIXKHO OBITh, IIe-TO
Oblla IOTaMHAs OTAYIIMHA, KOTOpas OTBJIEKajia BHUMaHUe, YTOOH! IO He CKy4Yalu U IIPU 3TOM
COXPaHSIN TEMJI0. B BaHHOM OBIJIO AYIIHO, ¥ TPYAHO OBLIO MIPECTaBUTh, YTO 3TO BCE ellle HaXOOUTCS
BO JIBOpIIE.

ViMmepaTop NprKa3an eMy OTBUHTHTH I1et0 jiebefis y 6accelita. Jlebequ, KOTOPHIE BHITTISAETH Kak
yKpaleHus, ObUIM KpaHaM#, ¥ C UX IIOMOIIBI0 MOXKHO GBIJIO PETYTHPOBATh TEMIIEPATYPY BOJHL.

— 3a cTeHaMU CKPHITH TPYOHI XOJIOMHOT'0 U TOPsiuero BofocHabxkeHus. [lepekioyaTesnb PeryaIupyeT
COOTHOIIIEHHE TOPSTYeH ¥ XOJIOMHOM BOMIBI ¥ CMEIIINBAET UX B OaraxkHuke «jiedems». — CKal3asl OH.

[TocTOSIHHBIN TOTOK BOAHI IIPOMOJIXKAJICS, U TeMIlepaTypa BOfbl Oblla HEMHOTO BBIIIE TeMIIePaTyphl
TeJla, YTO 3aCTaBJIAJIO JIIOEN CTOHATh OT YOOBOJILCTBUS, 0COOEHHO M1 YOUMITEl, KOTOPHIN ITPUBHIK
€CTh U CIIaTh Ha XOOy ¥ OOJIBIIYI0 YacTh JHS IPATAJICA Ha XOJI0OHOM KaMeHHOU cTeHe. OH
yIOBJIETBOPEHHO B3[OXHYJ U IOCMOTPET B CTOPOHY. MMIepaTop BCTasl MOA Oyl PALOM C HUM,
OTKPHBUI MaJIEeHbKYI0 XPyCTaIbHYI0 OYTHIIOUKY, HAJIUJ Ha JIafloHb TYCTOT'0 OUMIAIOIIET0 Macya U BTep
€ro B BOJIOCH. AcCacuH B3$J1 XPYCTaJIbHEIY (HJIAKOH U OTKPEHLI €r0, KakK THIKBY, OH ITOHIOXaJl apoMar,
noGaBeHHEIN Ty[a, ¥ BHE3AIHO MTOHSJI, YTO OH ITaXHET TakK XKe, KaK UMIIepaTop. ITO OTKPHITHE
3aCTaBUJIO €r0 4YJIeH 3aMHTEePEeCOBAHHO 3allyJIbCUPOBaTh, aCCACUH KalllJISTHY U CIIPOCUIL:

— T'opsiyas Boma mosy4yaeTcs 61aromaps Maruu?

— 970 Gomnblie I0X0XKe Ha MPOOYKT aIXUMUU. — UMIIEPATOpP OTBETUI. — ['Opsiyasi BoJa UCIIONIb3yeTC st
[I7IST OXJTAXKEHUS aIXMMUYECKUX MaTepUajIoB, Ha CaMOM Jiefie 3TO IMyCTasi TpaTa BpeMeHu. Eciu
FOXKHEI aNbsHC 3aX04YeT OTKPHITH TOPTOBIII0, CTOMMOCTh MCIIO/Ib3YEMBIX aJIXUMHUYECKHUX MAaTepHUasioB
Oymet cHuxkeHa Ha 50%. CucreMa Takxe OyIeT JOCTYIIHA AJI TPaXKIaHCKOTO UCIIOIb30BaHus, a He
TOJIBKO [IJISI KMIIEPATOPCKOM 3HATH.

— Bay. — TOIBKO U CMOT CKa3aTh yOuuIa.



OH c TpymoM IOHKUMAJ, 0 YeM TOBOPUT UMIIEPATOP, HO MOT IIPENCTaBUTh ce0e MEPCIEKTURY,
OMIMCAHHYIO UMIIepaTOpoM. [[oM Cc ropsdei Bofow B m00oe BpeMs rofa? ITo 3By4Yalio 3aMaH4UBO.
[TpoCcTO OTKPHITH KPAH ¥ pa3faTh TOPSYY0 BOAY B KaXK[bIHM OM B Topoae? JTo Oblyla Marus,
CyIlleCTBOBaBIIAas TOJBKO B CKa3KaX. TajaHT Ompenessy, YTO MeHee OTHOT0 U3 OeCSATH ThICAY
YyeJIoBEeK MOTJIM CTaTh MaraMu. Bce Maruueckue TBOPeHUs ObIIM OECIIeHHBI, HO aJIXUMUIO MOTJIH
M3y4aTh ¥ UCII0IH30BaTh OOLIYHEIE JTIOMHU.

— Ecnu THI ObIBaN Ha KpaliHEM CeBepe B IOCJIelHNUE TOOBI, THl BUEJI, YTO TaMOIIHNE TOpOofia yKe
Haydaau UCIBITHBATH 9Ty CUCTEMY. — HUMIIEPATOp cKalasl. — ['paxkpaHCKas CUCTeMa TOpPsS4ero
BOJIOCHAOXKEHUs BCe ellle HaXOMUTCS B CTAOUU CTPOUTEIILCTBA, HO TPYORI C rOpsiued BOOOM IIPOXOMAST
IO 3eMJIeH B KUJIOM paroHe. ITO MOXKeT 00eCIIeYnTh XKUTeIel OToIIeHreM. 3a I0C/IeIHIE TOMIH,
3a UCKJTIOYEHNEM TPEX IIbSTHUII, KOTOphIe CIaid Ha 000YKMHE NOPOTH, B CEBEPHABIX TOPOfax HUKTO He
yMep OT XOJI0fa.

VimmepaTop OBICTPO 3aKOHYMIT MBITHCS ¥ TIOTPY3UJICS B BAHHY, OCTABUB aCCaCHHAa CTOSITh TaM,
nepeBapuBas ero cyioBa. OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KakK APOXKb Ipobexkasa OT CIIUHEL KO J10y. OTO He OBIIO
CeKCyaJIbHBIM BJIeYEHUEM U JKeJlaHHeM IIOKOPSTh, 3TO OblyI0 60JIbille TI0X0Ke Ha KaKOou-To...
TpeIeT, CBOEr0 pofa yBaXKeHUe, KOTOPOe 3aCTaBJIsAI0 YeJI0BeKa IOOHUMATLCS Ha BEPIIUHY FOPHL U
m060BaTHCS BOCX0OOM coHIa. Kaxmyio 3uMy B poqHOM ropofie yOUHMITE KTO-HuOyab 3aMep3art
HAaCMepPThb, ¥ B CAMOW CeBepHOM YacTu Mmnepuu OBITIO X0T0gHEee, YeM TaM, Tle pacIojiaraauch
ceBepo-3amnafiHble ueMeHa. Pa3bpri3aruBaeMas BojJja MTHOBEHHO IIpeBpallianach B Jiell, pkidakam
IIPUXOMUIIOCEH PHITh B 03epe MY TONIIKXHON 60jiee MeTpa, U I1JIOXO OfETHIHM YeJI0BeK He CMOT OB
[OJIbINle TTPOfepKaThCS Ha OTKPHITOM Bo3ayxe. « HeyouBUTENbHO, YTO COJIAATHL UMIIEPUU OXOTHO
yMUpaIu 3a CBOEro uMIiepaTopa» nogyMas acCacuH.

«Ecnu OHI 51 pogumncs B UMIepuu, OblI OB ST TAKUM XK€, KaK Te CONIaTh?» ACCAaCUH CHOBA 3adyMaJiCs.

OT 9TOM MUMOJIETHOM MBICIIM €My CTajlo He 10 cebe, ¥ OH BOPYT IOHSJ, YTO HE IOHUMAET, YTO
nenaeT. Oco3HaB 9T0, yOuiila, Ka3ajaoch, HUKOTHa He 0CO3HaBaJl, 4To feyiaeT. OH IPOCTO KHUJ,
CIIPaBJISASICh C TEM, YTO MOTJIO YOUTEL €ro MPsIMO Y HETo Ha rja3ax, I03TOMY OH He XOTeJl KHUTh.
VimmepaTop Ovln mpyruM. Kazanock, OH TOYHO 3HAJI, YTO [eJlaeT U YTO coOMpaeTcs cuenaTh. YOounia
II0J03peBal, YTO UMIlepaTop He CTaHeT PacKphlBaTh CBOM IIaHH 10 CBOei cMepTu. Ecnu OB OH MOT
JKUThH C IOMOIIBIO CUJIBI BOJIM, UMIIEPATOpP, BEPOSITHO, IPOXKUJI OBl COTHU THICAY JIET.

YT1o6B 130ABUTHCS OT TOJIOBHOM OOJIM, aCCACHUH IOTPY3HUI TOJIOBY B BOIY ¥ SHEPTUYHO HAMBIIHIT
BOJIOCH. TPEHUPOBKH, MOJTyYeHHBIE UM B IOHOCTH, ITO3BOJIMITA aCCACUHY CBOOOHO MTePeIBUTATHCS,
Korja oH Tepsin 3penue. OH He 60sJICS 3aKPHIBATh I'Ia3a Ha BpaXKeCKoW TeppuTopuu. ['opsdas Boma
13 [Iylla JUiIach Ha Kadess, 1 ero OKpyKaJl IIyM MafaloluX Kaness. FM3ganeka JOHOCUIICS 3BYK
JKypyalei BOObl, ¥ aCCaCHH MOT MBICJIEHHO BOCIIPOM3BECTH OBUKEHUS UMIIepAaTOpa, IIPEeNCcTaBIIss,
KaK OH CaWTCS B BaHHY, ¥ MOJIOYHO-0ej1ast BOa OKYTHIBAET OOJIBIIYIO YaCTh €r0 Tena...

[MTen4ox.

B cnepyroree MrHoBeHue yOuiIla yxke HallpaBUIICS MPSIMO K BaHHE ¥ CXBATHJI UMIIEPATOPa 3a
3aMsICThe, IBUTASCh CTPEMUTEIBHO, KaK Jieonapy. 3aKOHYKUB CBOU JEeWCTBUS, OH OTKPHUI Ila3a 1
IIOCMOTpEJI Ha IpeMeT B pyKaxX uMIiepaTopa. EMMHCTBEHHBIN 3BYK B BaHHOM ITOACKA3all €My, YTO
OBLIIO OTKPHITO HEKOE MTOTaHOE OTAEJIeHNe ¥ YTO UMIIEPATOP AOCTal OTTy[a KaKOK-TO TIOPOIIOK.

Bo3MoxKHO, 3TO OBIJIO KaKoe-To 1eKapcTBo. Ha pyke He OBIIO ITepUaTOK, TOPOIIOK He MOT OHITh
CJIWIIKOM TOKCHUYHBIM. YOUIIIA OMyCTHII T'OJIOBY ¥ OCTOPOKHO ITPUHIOXAJICS, HE 0TacasiCh 3a CBOM
CUJIBHBIN UMMYHUTET. HeT, 3T0 OBLI He sf.



— ODTO IPOCTO HAPKOTHUKH [IJIS Pa3BIeYeHus. — UMIIePaTOp CKa3asl 0e3 MaHUKK, YTO er0 BHE3AIHO
IIOUMAIOT. — IJTO He [Jid TeOd.

Temnepb accacuH BCIIOMHMII, YTO 3TO OBIJIO, OH ITOYYBCTBOBAJI 3TOT 3allaX B KOMHATE
BBICOKOITOCTABJIEHHOM IIPOCTUTYTKHU. [IpeaMeTH B pyKe UMIIepaTopa, KOHEYHO, OTIMYAJIUCh OT TEX,
yT0 ObUIM B OOpJelie, HO HEKOTOPhIe COCTaBhI OBIIM TaKUMHU XKe. Kak ueloBeK C 0YeHb XOPOIIUM
HIOXOM U CBEOYIIHH B (papMaKOIOTHH, aCCACHH CPa3y Ke 03HAKOMMIICS C HUM: 9TO ObLT 3KCTPAKT
TPaBBI, KOTOPAst paccabiisiyia MBI ¥ TOTPYyKaja TOT0, KTO ee IIPUHKUMAJI, B COCTOSTHIE
nosygpeMsl. Ecriu ObI UMIIEpaTOp IPUHSI 3TO, HaXe ecu OBl yOuiilla TPaxHYys ero mo3xe, OH,
BEPOSITHO, He CMOT OBl IOYYBCTBOBATH OOJIH.

— 9TO mepbMO... ITO JIeKapCcTBO. Thl MOXKEIh YTOHYTh B BaHHE, €C/IU IPUMEIL ero. — yOuiilla
crpocus. — Thl TON0XKUI 3Ty IITYKY B BaHHYIO?

— WHorMa 51 UCTIOMb3YI0 ee IS MeOUTAIlUH. — UMIIePaTop MPU3HANCS. — ¢ UCIOJIh3YI0 3TO yXKe
MHOTO JIET, ¥ Y MEHS eCTb Olpee/leHHasl yCTOMYUBOCTh K 3TOMY, s He OyIy CUIIbHO pearupoBaTh.

— MepuTanus. Tel UMeelllb B BUAY COH?

— Her, 970 TpIOK, KOTOpOMY g Hay4uics y BonuieOHuKa. HeCKOIbKO YaCOB MeIUTAI[MU MOTYT
3 PeKTUBHO 3aMEHUTH [OITUN COH.

Temepb accacyH Havas 3aaBaThCs BOIPOCOM, KaK OO UMIIepaTop He cmai. CHayvasa OH gyMall,
YTO MPOIIJIO BCET'0 HECKOJIBKO NHEH, HO Teleph eMy Ka3aJioCh, YTO 9TO JaneKo He TaK. OH OmyCTUII
PYKy UMIlepaTopa B BOLY, ¥ UMIIEPATOp C COXKaJleHNueM Ha0Iiogan, Kak Bofa CMEIBAET IIOPOLIOK, OH
TIOMIHSIT Ha HETO TJla3a ¥ CKa3all:

— XoyYelrs HEMHOTO BUHa?

— Her.

— TyT B ceTKe eCTh KOe-KaKasl Ma3b, KOTOpast MOXKET...
— Het. — nog4epkHyn youia.

WMmepaTop cxKaJl YelmoCTH, KaK OyOTO CTUCHYT 3yOhl, HO HUYero He cKa3asn. OH IPOCTO KUBHYII, €T0
rna3a ObIJIA XOJIOOHEL, U OH KakK OyATo ybemuscs, 4uTo youiiia cobupaeTcs KeCTOKO IIEITaTh ero.
AccacuH OTIIYCTHII €T0 PYKY, IIarHys B 0acCeiH U mocagui Ha Kpad BaHHEL MMIepaTop MOCTyIIHO
Pa3mBUHY HOTH U MOMHSJ I'/Ia3a K MOTOJNIKY. ACCAacuH YBUIElN, KaK OH BIEMIHUIICS PYKaMH B Kpau
BaHHBI, IPUKYCHUB HUXKHIOIO T'y0y.

3aTeM yOuiilla OyCTUJICS Ha KOJIEHMU.
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