Ha cnepyromuy gens E [y nepeexan Bo gopel KOHIIOy.

Teneps 3a HUM He ciegumy nonu 1[3uHbs BaHa 1 He HYKHO OBIII0 KaX/IbIM IeHb 6ECIIOKOUTHLCS O TOM,
KaK Obl He PacCCTPOUTD KU3Hb THPaHa, Ku3Hb E Iy HaKOHeI-To cTaja CIIOKONHOM.

...... Mos 3agHHuIA.

E IIly nocMoTpen Ha MapJieByl0 CETKY Haf TOJIOBOY, €r0 I'a3a yOIUBUTENIBHO SPKO CBETUIINCEH B
TEMHOTE.

OH [maxe He MOT 3aCHYTb.

Bo Bpems npebrIBaHMS B 3aje HCHHDB OH CIlaJI Ha OOHOM KpoBaTH ¢ LI3uHbs BaHoM, 00HKMMAas €ro
HOYb 3a HOUB. E Iy HuKOrma He OB Tak OMIM30K C KeM-Tu00, T03TOMY CHavaaa eMy ObIIOo
HETIPUBEIYHO, HO YTOOBI COXPAHUTh CBOIO XKK3Hb, ¥ HETO He OBIJI0 MPYToro BEIOOPa, KpOMe Kak
TEPIIETh.

HpOH.U'II/I MECHAIIEI, X TeIIePhb OH HE MOT IIPUBBIKHYTH K TOMY, 9TO PAOOM C HUM HUKOI'O HET.

OH He IPUBLIK K TOMY, YTO HEKOMY CHSITh C HET'O aKCeCcCyaphl Il BOJIOC, HEKOMY IIOYHUTATh EMY Ha
HOYb, HEKOMY B35ITh €r0 Ha PYKH U IOTJIaJUTh 10 BOJIOCAM, KOTHa ero COH OblyT 0€CITOKOMHBIM.

Bo BceM BHHOBAT 3TOT COOQYU UMITEPATOP.

E Illy B oTyassHUY IIepEBEPHYJICS Ha CIIMHY, Pa3MHIIUISAS 00 9TOM.

Bo3MoxkHO, oToMy, 4TO OH pemun gath E Iy HemMHoro cBo6onnl, LI3uHb BaH B 3TH gHU pegKo
IPUXOAuII Bo mBopel KOHIOy, MUl u3peaKa 3arjsabBall I0eCTh U YXOOui, He coOupasich
0CTaBaThCS Ha HOYb.

[TpuBeIKIIKE K TOMY, 4TO ETo BemuuecTBo u 671arOpOMHBIN CYIIPYT IPWIKILIK OPYT K APYTY KaK KIIeH,
IBOPIIOBBIE CITYTH [ake B YaCTHOM IOPSiAKe 00CyXKmaau, He BHIIIeNT JTX O1arOPOIHbIN CYIpPYT U3
dbaBopa.

Ha camowm perne, BO BpeMeHa IPeObIAyIIuX INHACTHH, Jaxe KOrfa peyb Ijla 0 ITOKOHHOM
UMIIepaTope, KOTOPHIH ObIT HACTOJILKO ONEPKUM KPAacOTOM, ObII0 MaJi0 HAJTOXKHUII, KOTOPHIE MOTJIH
IIPOBECTH HOYL B 3ajie IHCHH, He TOBOPS yKe 0 TOM, YTOOHI ITPOBECTH TaM HECKOJIbKO MECSIIEB.

2KuTh Bo gBoplie FOHIIOY - BOT Ha YTO [0/IKHa OblJla paCCYUTHIBATh HaJl0XKHUIA-()aBOPUT.

OpOHaKo B HAIlIA JHU HUKTO 00 9TOM He BCIIOMMHAJI.



Cnyxu 0 TOM, 4TO O/1arOpOHbIHM CYIPYT BhIIIeN U3 (aBopa, momiu gaxe fo ymei E [y, Ho oH
IIPOCTO OTMaXHYJICS OT HUX CO cMeXxoM. ToT (hakT, YTO YeJIOBEK He BO3pa3uJl, 03HayaJsl, YTO OH
COTJIaCHUJICS, TI03TOMY CIIyXU CTaHOBUJIUCH BCe OoJiee pacIpoCTpaHeHHEIMMU.

Ha tpetuii ness LI3uHb Ban yKe He MOT yCUAETh Ha MeCTe.

E Ily ewre cnan, korpa Ero BennuecTBo nocnemun Bo gsoper FOHIIOY.

OH HUKOTO He B3$JI C C0O0M U He TO3BOJIUII CJIyTaM O0BSBUTEL O CBOEM IIPUOLITHH, @ CaM THXO BOIIEN B
IIOKOH.

3eMIsIHBIE TPAKOHHBI, HAXOAUBIIKNECS BHYTPH, paboTay Ipu onTuMasnbHOM TeMnepartype. E Iy 6511
IIPUKPHIT JIUIIb TOHKUM IIIeIKOBEIM OfI€siIOM, M3-II0f] Ofiesijia TOpYaiu ero U3sIIHbEe JIONbIKKY. [I31uHb
BaH HaKpHUT UX PYKOH U ITOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO OHM HEMHOT'O XOJIOTHEIE.

E Illy TonpKo 6eCIIOKOMHO 3allleBeNTUIICS U YCHYI.

Jlagons LI3uHbs Bana HaKpPhIJIa TOOBIZKKY cobecegHMKA, IIOKa OH He corpeil HeOO0IbIIoN Y4aCTOK
XOJIOMHON KOXKHM, a 3aTeEM MeOJIeHHO IIOTHSICS BBEDX.

E Illy mexan Ha [Ipyroi CTOPOHE KPOBATH, X OT HET'O OCTaslaCh TOJILKO TOHKAs CIIMHA.

LI3vHb BaH HaKIOHUIICS U 3aKTIOUYUI MYXK4YUHY B 00 BSTHS.

"MMM..."

npo6opmotar E IIly, moYyBCTBOBAB B JPEMOTE 3HAKOMEIE O0BSATHS, U MHCTUHKTUBHO IIPUKAJICST K
LI3unb Bany.

BMecTo TOro uT0Ob IPOCHYTHCS, OH 3aCHYII ellle Kpemye.

I'na3a L[3uHb BaHa cMATYUIKUCH, KOTT@ OH ITIOCMOTPEeI Ha MyXKYHUHY, ero Maiblibl 6e3y4acTHO TIaguln
€T0 BOJIOCHI.

"Ha!" CrycTsa moniroe BpeMsi TUILKHY B 3ajle HAPYIIWI TPEBOXKHBIN KEHCKUU KPUK.

B aToT yac 61aropogHelii CyIpyr yKe OaBHO IIPOCHYJICS. [IBOpIOBasi mpuciyra aBopia FOHIIoy, Kak
00BIYHO, TPUHECTIA TOPSYYIO BOAY, HO yBUAENa, 4To Ero BenmnyecTBO OSBUIICS B OTIOYUBAJIBHE U
BCTPEBOKEHHO BOCKIUKHY]L.

"Bame..." [IBopLioBas CllyzKaHKa IIOCIIEIIHO OIIyCTUIaCh Ha KOJIEHU B 3HaK NpuBeTCTBUA. L[31Hb BaH



Opocui Ha Hee TIpeyIpekaroii B3TIIsI.

[orioc mBOPIIOBOM CITyKaHKX 060pBasiCs.

Ho myma 6b110 gocTaTouHo, 4To0n pa3dynuts E Ily.

T BU HaXMVPUJIUCH, X OH U3MNaJI HU3KUHA CTOH OpaxkeHusd, BIBIIIUCE JIUIIOM B O0BATUS
Ero 6po a C OH u31a 3 CTOH pa3mpazxke 3a C 0 00
I3unb Bana. "l[3uns BaH, ycnokoiics!"

LI3uHb BaH ycrmokauBawlme IOXJI0nal ero 1Mo CIHHe U MATKO CKa3asl: "MMM, HUKAKOTo IIyMa AJIs
Tebq".

[IBOpLIOBas CiyXKaHKa CKJIOHUJIACh Ha KOJIEHH, He CMes MOOHATH I'jla3a, HO U OHa He MIPOIyCTUIa
TUXO NIPOU3HECeHHbIe c1oBa Ero BenmruecTtsa.

...... Oxka3zanocs, uTo Ero BenuuecTBo 00 CUX IIOP Tak pa3roBapuBaeT C MyXK4YUHOM.

E Illy OBI7 OKOJIIOBAH Ha MI'HOBEHUE, TPeXae YeM MeIeHHO OTKPHII I'Ia3a.

OH nopHAN TOJIOBY ¥ BCTPETHUJICA B3TrNAOOM C KPACUBEIMHU I'llTa3aMHU.

3penue E Iy MoCTENEeHHO MIPOSICHANIOCE.

...... [Touemy THI 3pece?" E Illy cen u oTep riasa.

LI3unb BaH ckasanm: "CerogHs Ipu yTpeHHEM IBOPe He OBII0 HUKAKUX HeJ, II03TOMY S IPHIIeIT K
Tebe".

Ha camom [fernie 9T0 TPOU30OIIIIO TOTOMY, YTO Ero BeTmuecTBO yCIBIIIAN CIYXH OT JBOPIIOBHIX CITYT,
KOTTIa BCTAJI CETOJHS YTPOM, ¥ OECIIOKOUIICS, YTO €T0 MaJIeHbKUM CYynpyr OYAeT CIUIIKOM MHOTO
nyMaTh 00 9TOM, TI03TOMY OH IIOCIIEIHXJI CIofia IT0C/ie YTPEHHETr0 3acefaHus Cynia, Jaxe He IoxXKajeB
BpeMeHH, YTOOHI CHSITh CBOE IIPUABOPHOe IiaThe. [llupokre pykaBa ero OBIIM IMOMXKATH MPSIMO 1o E
[y u Temeps CTaIu MSITEIMHU.

E Illy mocMoTpes Ha MOPIIUHEL HA CBOEM OJeSHHUH, ¥ eMy CTAJI0 KaK-TO HeJIOBKO. "Toraa moueMy ThI
MeHs He pa30ymun?"

"¢l He MOT 3TOrO0 ChenaTh, BULAA, KaK KPeIKo Th CIUIL", - [I3uHe Bad 3ayecasn pacnyieHHblE BOJIOCH
3a yX0 ¥ MSTKO cKa3an: "BcraBali u ocBexkuchk. Korga Oymelns roToB, s MpUKax)y KOMy-HAOYOb IOOATh

eny".



IIBepb B 3ajl IMIIMPOKO paclaxHyach, ¥ Ha CTOJ ORI MOAAH LeJIbli pPsif u3biCKaHHbIX Ommton. E [y
MIOCIIELIXIT BRIUTH U3 3ana, a L[3uHb BaH yXKe cumgen 3a CTOJIOM.

"Umu croma", - mo3Bain ero 113uHb Bax.

E ]_Hy HeJOBEePYHNBO IIOCMOTPET Ha OIBOPIOBLIX CIIY2KAHOK, IIPHUCITY2KUBAIOIIUX I103a0H.

[I3unb BaH mpenmnoyuTan ocTaBaThCs HaeauHe ¢ C0O0M, ¥ eMy PefKO KTO IIPUCITYKUBAJI 3a CTOJIOM.

E Illy Hu4ero He cKa3asl ¥ 3aHsJI MECTO psigoM ¢ LI3urbs BaHoM.

[I3uHb BaH NpoTSAHYI €My KyCOK TecTa. "9T0 TBOe ni06KMMOoe, BOT, IOTIpobOyi".

"He unTepecHo", - ¢ orBpainenueM ckasai E Illy. "Xouy To, 4TO npurotosus Baie BenuyecTso".

lI3vub BaH He cTan pa3fgpaxaThCs U TEPIIEINBO YroBapuBasl ero: "Xopolo, 1 IOUAY U Hay4dyCh
IenaTh 9TO II03kKe".

Ouu u PaHbIIEe ITPOBOOUIIN BPpEMA BMECTE, HO PAaHbBINIE CIIYTH HEe IIPUCITY2KNUBAJIX UM B KOMHaATeE,
II0O3TOMY HUKTO HE 3HAJl 00 9TOM.

Bo BpeMs 9TO# Tpames3kl Bce BHYTPeHHHUE CIyTH ABopiia FOHINOYy ORUIM MOTHE U3yMIIeHus. YTo 3a
mesna, 9To 6J1arOPOMHEIA KOHCOPT He B (haBope? OueBUAHO, OH ObLT 130aI0BaH J0 TAKOH CTEIIEHH, YTO
ero X/JaJIH II0 IISITaM.

[ToxoHnuuB ¢ 06enom, E Illy ynercst Ha Konenu 113uHb BaHa, He pelasich IOIMIEBETUTHCS.

[I3unb BaH ymunHyn ero 3a nuno. "Thl CTAaHOBUINBCS ITOX0XKUM Ha JIEHUBIIA, TaK 00JIbIIIe
IIPOMIOIKAThLCSI HE MOXKeT".

E [ly cnokoitHO 0TBeTUI: " TaKoU, Kakou ecTh. Ecnu BameMy BennyecTBy 9TO He HpaBUTCS, TOTHa
He MPUXOOuTe KO MHE".

"Kak s cMer", - moKavan rojoBo LI3uHb BaH, He B cutax paccMesThes. "¢ He OB BO IBOpIIE
HOHII0y BCcero HeCKOJIbKO MOCTAEOHUX THEH, a YKe XOIST CIAYXH, UYTO 5 MOKuHYI Tebs. Ecnu Obl s
IEeNCTBUTEILHO IepecTa IpPue3xkaTh, KTO 3HAeT, KaKue CIIyXy MOTJIX Obl BO3HUKHYTD".

E Iy cy3un rna3a. "3HauuT, BE IPUIIIK CIOfja CETOOHS TOJIBKO IJIS TOTO, YTOOH
IIPOOEMOHCTPUPOBATh CBOIO TPUBSI3aHHOCTh KO MHE?"

"Bosce Her, - LI3uns Ban nornapun E Iy no BonocaM ¥ cKa3all TEIJIBIM I'0JI0COM, - MHE COBEPIIEHHO



BCE PaBHO, KaKUe CIIyX¥ XOMAT CHApyXku. ECITM KTO-TO caMOHaIesTHHO TOBOPUT 06 UMIIEPATOPCKOM
ceMbe, MyCTh ero yObI0T. S MPOCTO 6ECTIOKOI0CH, YTO THl MOXKEIIb Y3HATh 00 3TOM".

"ME&1 ¢ To60M 00a 3HaeM, UTO CIIYXU JIOKHbIE, HO S BCe PaBHO GO0SIJICS, YTO TH PaCCEPAUIILCS,
ycibimas ux", - LI3uHb BaH omycTus rojioBy U IpucTaabHO mocMoTpen B riia3a E Hly. "4 He xouy,
yTOOBI TEI OBLTT HECYACTEeH".

E [ly aHuyero He 0TBETHUJI, OTBOASA B3rdA. "Bale BearuecTBO CIUIIIKOM XOPOIIO IOAYMad, 3a4eM
MHe OBITh HECYAaCTHBIM K3-3a IIYCTHIX Pa3roBopoB?"

"Het?" Konuuku nansleB LI3uns BaHa nornagunu meku E [y, Ha MTHOBeHVe OCTAHOBUBIINUCE, U OH
ynbIOHyICS. "HeBaxHO, ec/u TH He Bo3paxKaelllb, 1 TOTOB yroBapuBaTh Te0s".

E Illy crerka nopxar ry0sbl.

Ha camowm [ienie, OH OeWCTBUTENBHO ObIT YeM-TO HE[IOBOJIEH, II03TOMY OH He CTall COepKUBaTh
pacrpocTpaHeHUe CIyX0B ¥ HAMEPEHHO al UM [OUTH Ho yuied LI3unb BaHa.

E IIly u caMm He 3HaJ, Y4eM UMEHHO OH PACCTPOEH, U He 3aJyMbIBaJICSI O IPUYMUHAX CBOETO MTOCTYIIKA.
Onnako, yBuznes, uto LI3uns Ban Gpocuncst ero yropapuBaTh, IOTOMY YTO OOSIJICS, YTO TOT €T0
HeIlpaBUJIbHO MTOMMET, elBa YJI0BUMOE HELOBOJILCTBO B €T0 CEPJlle UCIIapUIIOCh.

Kaxk 00r14HO, 9TOr0 cO0aYbero uMIIepaTopa OBITIO TaK JIETKO 00BECTH BOKDPYT ITaJibIid.

E Illy Hexwuncs B 00bATHAX L[3uHL BaHa, Moka He 3agpeMart. Bckope 1mocie 3Toro B 3aj BOIIET CIyTa
1 gonoxuil: "Batre BenryecTBo, JIOPA-IIPOTEKTOP YKe OOBOJILHO OO XKIOET B UMIIEPAaTOPCKOM
Kabuuete".

"Tlousn."

Li3unb Bau otnyctun cnyry, nogusn E [y u ymoxusn ero o6paTHO B IOCTeb. "Bynb MOIOIIOM,
IIOCIIM ellle HEMHOTO. JIOPO-MIPOTEKTOP BEPHYJIICS B CTONHUILY, 5 HOJIXKEH CHaudaljla HaBeCTUTh ero. 4
TaKXKe CJIBIIIAJ, YTO OH IPUBEN ¢ co60M KoMmaHulo. f oTBeny TebOs K HUM I03xKe".

E Ily coHHO 3€BHYJI, 3aTeM OTBETUII: "XOpOII0".

[I3vHb BaH omyCTU TOJI0BY U [IOLIEJIOBAJI €T0 B YTOJIOK I'y0, YII0KUT €T0 B OfesJI0 U ITOBEPHYJICS,
YTOOBI YUTH.

Ha MraoBeHwue B 3ajie BoLlapwIach TUIMKHA, a 3aTeM E IIly BHe3ammHO OTKPEIT I'/1a3a.



[TogoxmuTe, KTO, 0 cinoBaM LI3uHb BaHa, TOJBKO YTO mpuexan?

E IIly BHE3amHO IOTEPSI BCIO CBOI0 COHIMBOCTD U IOCIIELTHO BbI3BAJI CIYTY, YTOOH! Y3HATh.

Momopmo eBHYX aBopia KOHIIOY OBIT XOPOIIO OCBEIOMIIEH M OTBETHUJI Ha BCe BOIPOCHL. "ITO JIOP[-
IIPOTEKTOP, KOTOPHIM BYepa IPUOLIT B CTOJIUIY U CETOOHS IIPHeXa BO IBOPEI, YTOOB BCTPETUTHCS C
Ero BenuuectBoM".

E Iy cupocurn, "Jlopa-mpoTeKTop, 0 KOTOPOM BEI ToBopuTe, 3T0 Csi0 K0aub(ali, cTaphlii reHepant
Cs0?".

"EcTecTBeHHO, 9TO OH. I'7e ellle MoXKeT OBITh BTOPOM JIOPA-IpoTEKTOP Yaumy?".

OTOT JTOPA-MPOTEKTOP OBl HAa3Ha4YeH He LI3uHb BaHOM, a TOKOMHBIM KMIIEPATOPOM.

Hecatunerus Hadap Cso K0anb(dsii, BeUHO BEJIMKUM IOJIKOBOAEL] YaHIy, BoeBajl MHOTO JIET U
moOUICS OTPOMHOTO ycIiexa B cpaxkeHusaX. OH He 0f00psI [eCIIOTUYHOE TTPaBIeHNe ITOKOMHOTO
“MIIepaTopa, M03TOMY ero JUIIUIN BOEHHOX BIAaCTH, TPOM3BOJIbHO IIPUCBOUIIU TUTYII U OTIIPaABUIIN B
CBOIO BOTYMHY, PEAKO ITO3BOJISISI BEPHYTHCS B CTOIHULY.

Korpa LI3unas Bau npuien x Bnacti, Csgo FOaHb(a TaliHO [TOCTIaN CBOMX CTAPUKOB IIOMOYL EMY,
no3ToMy LI3uHb BaH Bcerfia ¢ 60/IbIINM yBakeHHEeM OTHOCHUJICS K 9TOMY JIOPAY-IIPOTEKTOPY.

Ho 210 OBIJI0 He TaK BazXKHO, Kak TO, 4TO B KHure y Csio FOaub(hast Ovlna goyb, KoTopas Oblla Ha ABa
ropa Mmianiie 1I3uHb BaHa.

B kuure 1I3uHb BaH He XXKEHUICT U He UMeJI IeTel, ¥ ero SMOLIMOHaJIbHAs IPUBS3aHHOCTh OCTalach
IIyCTOM K KOHITy. TeM He MeHee, KaK T'JIaBHBIN Iepoi poMaHa 0 Mapu Chio, HabuparIeM CUy u
3aroBope, OH HUKOTIA He MCIBITHBAJ HeIOCTATKa B JIIO[SIX, KOTOPHIE MOTJIX OBl B HETO BIIIOOUTHCS.

OTa XeHIIMHA OblIa OOHOHM U3 HUX.

Ecnu E Iy npaBuibHO TOMHUJ, JIOPA-IIPOTEKTOP BEPHYJICS B CTOIUILY, YTOOH IPEICTaBUTh CBOIO
nous LI3uHb Bany.

He ceropts nu 310 Gynet?

E Illy O6vl70 TPYIHO YCUAETh Ha MECTe.

"TIpUroTOBBTE MAJIAHKUH, OTIIPABJISHTECH HAa UMIIEPATOPCKYIO yuely".



HiMmiepaTopCKu¥ ajaHKUH OCTAHOBUIICS ¥ UMIIEPATOPCKOT0 KaOMHEeTa, HO HUKTO HE CITYCTHIICH.
OxpaHHUKYU HECKOJIBKO Pa3 OTJISABIBAINCh Yepes MJIeY0, a CIyra, HeCYIIUY MTaJlaHKWH, CIIPOCHUTT 3a
3aHaBecKou: "Mwunopn, KabuHeT UMIIepaTopa 3[eCh, BBl He CIIYCTUTECH?".

E Illy Hu4yero He OTBETUIL.

ToNIbKO KOTrga OH BEHIMIETT U3 HMIIepaTOpPCKOIro KaGI/IHeTa, OH ITOYYyBCTBOBAJI cebst HEMHOT0 HOVOTOM.

He roBops yxe o ToM, 4To B KHUTe L[3vHb BaH He HHTEpECOBAJICS TOM XKEHIIUHOU, 6ojiee TOro,
HbIHeIHu# 1I3uHb BaH sBHO He JTI00M XXEHIINH, U aXe ecIu Ol 9Ta, KaK ee TaM, HeHCTBUTEJILHO
CyIlleCTBOBaJia, OH He CTaJl OBl CMOTPETh MY B I'1a3a.

H... ITouemy OH OBIJT TaK B3BOJIHOBAH?

Kak nMrepaTopy, pa3Be He HOPMaJIbHO UMETh HaIOXKHHUI] UJIK TapeM U3 Tpex ThICT4. UTo ero
Oecrokouio?

E IIly cxar meKy Mexny OpoBsIMH, yMasi, YTO OH TaK [OJITO UT'Pajl B 9TY ApaMy JBOPLIOBEIX HHTPHT,
YTO CITMIIKOM TTTy0OKO B Hee OTPy3UJIC.

OH yXKe cobupaJscs nIpuKa3aTh CIyre 0TBECTU ero 06paTHO, KOTa ABepb KMIIEPaTOPCKOro KabuHeTa
BHE3AIIHO OTKPHIIACH.

1I3uHb BaH BrIllIeI BMECTE C IIOJIHBIM CHUJI CE[JOBJIaChIM MYKYMHOMU, a 32 HUMHU I11eJT KpaCUBBII
MOJIOTOM YeJIOBEK.

Monogou. MyxunHa.

Wnu nyuiue Ha3BaTh ero KyHI310Hb.

E Ily HemoBoONIbHO Cy3UII I'1a3a.
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