B To Bpems Kak JIyn CsowoaHb OecemoBat ¢ TecTeM, Ilu LIMHYKOY MTOJIYYHII TaKOe K€ JOHEeCeHue, HO
13 PYK BEPHOTO TEHEBOT'0 CTPaxa. MOJIO[oi YeI0BeK MPOBeJI HECKOIBKO CEeKYH[I B OLIETIEHEHUH,
IpexXae YeM OTIIYCTHUI CIIyTYy.

Ecnu Obl uMImiepaTop ObLT pSAOM, TO HaBepHSIKa y3Hasl Ol CTpaxXa, X0TS ¥ HUKOTAa He OB C TeM
3HaKoM. MyxuuHa o umMmenu Wus Lo Bciogy conmpoBoxpgan [Iu LIuHYKO0y, faBHO IPUCATHYB TOMY Ha
BEPHOCTh. IMEHHO 0H 3aluilai UMIepaTpully, KOraa Ta BIepBble IOKUHYIa TEPPUTOPUIO
3aIIPeTHOT0 TOPOAa.

JIya Csotoans otocyan [lu [luHIaHs, a cam octancs B KabuHeTte. [Iocie oxXugaeMor pafoCTy B BUOE
MIPOOOIKEHUS XKU3HU U CIIOKOWHBIX OHSIX UMIIEPUM, OH HEe 0XKUOaa HOBOTO yoapa, I03TOMY
paccTpouscs. B pomaHe, 94TO OH IIpoYesI B IIPOIIION XKU3HY, PACCKA3hIBAIOCH JIUIIE 0 Oemax
MMIIepaTpULbl ¥ ee YOayHOMY BOCXOXKIOEHHUI0 Ha IIpecTosl. Ha cTpaHuLiax KHUTHY 37104 U TJIynbid JIyH
CsiotoaHb noru0, 0CTaBUB TPOH 3aXBaT4uKY. JII0O[X MTpa3HOBAIM BOCX0XKIEHNE HOBOTO UMIIEPATOPA,
HO 3a CBOMU yCIleX TOT NOIJIaTUJICA XKU3HSAMU OTIIa U fefa.

OpHako ceiyac, KOrma OTHOILIEHUs MeX CylpyraMu Hanagunuch u [y IIuHYKO0y He CTPOUT IIJIaHOB
110 epeBoporty, JIyH CsioroaHb gyMal, 4To eMy 0ojiee HU4YEro He yrpoxaet. 2Kajb, HO CPOYHOe
IoHeceHNe Pa30uyIo UIUITI03KI0, BEPHYB I'PEIIHOT0 IIPaBUTENs Ha 3eMIi0. ViTak, Miiafie KHI3bS:
BEJIMKWY MIPUHI] ¥ BTOPO# MPUHI] 00KOBOU BETBU OJUHACTUY BCTYIHUIN B CTOBOP C BapBapaMu?
Hacrosimen apmueii, 4To NOgIUpPaeT UMIIEPUI0 CO CTOPOHEL CEBEPHBIX TPAHULL?

B opuruHanbHOM poMaHe Bce OBIIO He Tak, BepHO? Tpu 4eTBepPTH KHHUTA PacCcKa3biBajia O
3nokmioyeHusax [Iu LIMHYKOY, a OCTaBIIMECS CTPAHUIIH ObIIN TTOCBSIIEHB €70 BOCX0XKAEHHIO Ha
TPOH. YIIOMUHAJIOCh JI B 9TO BpeMs BoCcCTaHue KHa3er? HeT, HuKorga. UMeHa HaClleHUKOB U
MOIOEPKKYA UMIIEPUH [TIePEeMEHHIINCh, O CTOBOPE C BapBapaMu He OBIJIO U PeyH.

U gto ke Teneps? [lIu [ITUHYKOY TaK U He B3OIIEJ HA IIPECTOJI, YIOBIETBOPUBIINCH JTF000BHIO
CymIpyra ¥ 3BaHMEM MMIlepaTpHULLL. BacTh ocTanack B pyKax UMIIepaTopa, BEI3BaB HELOBOILCTBO
nogfaHHbx? UMEHHO IT03TOMY OHM BCTYNIUJIX B CTOBOP C BapBapaMmu? OTKy[a 3TOT CIOKETHBIN
OBOPOT? MoxkeT ObITh, CsI010aHb OBIIT CTUIITKOM HAWBEH, ITOJIarasi, YT0 CMOXKET IIpeicKa3aTh
OCHOBHBIE MOMEHTHI UCTOPUHU U TEIEPh Ta CTajia HeylpaBiisieMou? [Tonyunia HOBBIM BUTOK. ..

Moropo¥ mpaBUTEIh CXBATHUIICS 3@ TOJIOBY ¥ CHABHII BUCKH HasbiiaMu. OH ObLT yBEPEH B
HEeTOKO0JIeOMMOCTH CIOZKETa, MPernojaras, YTo OMaCHOCTh TPO3UT TOJIBKO CO CTOPOHBI MMIIEPATPHIIHL.
Ho coBepiieHHO 3a0BIT 0 TOM, YTO €ro MpeleCTBeHHUK 00pallascs II0X0 He TOIbKO C IIePBOK
JKEeHOM, HO U JIIONbMHU, ¥ TIOONaHHbLIMY. Henb3st cTepeTh Mpoliibie 00MAK BCel CTPaHbl BCETO 3a TPH
Mecsilla. Henb3st BEIYEpPKHYTh HEHABUCTD U3 cepfell riTy00Ko 0CKOpOIeHHbIX MognaHHbIX. CKOIBKO
YyeJiIoBEK Ha CaMOM [ieie KaXkeT ero CMepTH?

3HAQUUT JIU 3TO, YTO yOuB opuruHanbHoro JIyn Csotoans, Illu LIuHYKOY OTBEN OT UMIIEPUU
MHOKECTBO OIIaCHOCTel? MoxkeT ObITh, UMEHHO CBEPIKEHHE UMIIepaTopa IIOMOTJIO eMy T0OUTHCS
IPUHATHAS 0011eCTBEHHOCTHU?

Cs1010aHb TAXKETIO B3OOXHYII. On YXe u 3a0bIJT, KOTa B ITOCIeOHUN Pa3 Tak paCCTpauBaJIiCid. U ne



COBCEM IIOHKMaAJI, YTO IIOCITYKUJIO TOMY IIPUYHHOU. [[esTHUS IPOIIIOTO X0351MHa Teja Uilx
co6CTBeHHasT HeCIIOCOOHOCTh UCIIPABUTh MojI0xkKeHre. CKOIbKO Oefl MOXKeT IPUHECTH ero XKu3Hb? A
BOPYT OH OBIJT 3TUM CaMBIM MMIIEPATOPOM KOTHA-TO B IpoIioM? B mo6oM ciydae, Bce ero rpexu
Tellepb Ha COBECTU HuIHelnHero JIyH CsorwaHs.

C omyineHueM MyCTOTH ¥ HEKOTOPOU PACTePSIHHOCTH UMIIePaTop He MOT T0Ka3aThCs Ha Tasa [lu
Lluruxkoy. OH He MOT U He X0TeJ 00BsICHITh UMIEPaTPULIe MPUUUHY CBOUX YassHu. I ecnu 4ecTHO,
TO He XOTeJl cefyac BUOETh BO3T0OIEHHOTO, Yell TepeBOpoT Okl Obl Hanbosiee yIauHbIM [T BCEX
cTedueHrueM 06CTosTensCTB. JIyH Csi0l0aHb BIEpBLIEe OYYBCTBOBAI cebs muurHuM. OH He THEBAJICS, He
00uKaICs, IIPOCTO BCe BOKPYT BAPYT CTAJI0 YyXKUM. EMy HY?KHO HEMHOTO BPEMEHHU AJIST TOT'O, YTOOHI
TIepeBapUTh MeYaabHOe OTKPHITHE. HyKHO HEMHOTO THYHOTO MMPOCTPAHCTBA, YTOOH! OHSATh, 3aYeM
OH IIePEMECTHIICS B POMaH.

CnepBa MOJIOZIOM YeJIOBEK BHIIIEN B KAMEHHBIH cafl, MOJT4a MPOTyIUBasiCh 110 MOIIEHEIM TPOIIMHKAM,
HO OIIYIIeHHue YAYIIeHus He poxonuno u Ero BenuyecTBo mepeonencs, mocie 4ero IoKUHY
TEPPUTOPHIO 3aIIPETHOT'0 TOPOa.

Csiot0aHb HE MOT C KeM-1100 IIOTOBOPUTD, TIO3TOMY PEIIN BEIUTH, YTOOH IIOYYBCTBOBATH CeOs
cB0oOOmHEIM. CTOMT JIX BUHUTE €0 3a JXKeJIaHKue XOTS Obl Ha MTHOBEHHUE CJIOXKHUTH C cebs
OTBETCTBEHHOCTb ITPOLIIOT0 XO35IMHA TeJla U MOYYBCTBOBATh TTIOTOK CBOOO/BI?

YKe cpenu TOJNIEL CHYIOIIUX TyAa-Clofa XuTejieu cTonulsl, JIyve Csgoanb yecMexHyscs. [lonydus

3[I0POBOE TEJI0, OH TAK PENKO KaNpHU3HAYAIL...

Bcrony cHym1ue psgoM C UMIIepaTOpOM TEeHEBBIE CTPaXy, KOHEYHO XKe, ITocienoBanu 3a Ero
BenuuyectBoM. Ho Goree HUKTO, laxke BEPHBIX eBHYX UkK0y LIuH He 3HaJ, Ky[a OTIIPABUJIICS
IIpaBUTEJb II0CTIE YTPEHHET 0 3acefaHus.

[IpuMepHO B TO XKe BpeMs BO ABople LisubKyHb, [Ty [TuHYXKOY, Tak U He YBUOEB Ha [10POre CYIpyTa,
BOPYT cBenl OpoBu u crpocun y UHb Lio:

— I'me Ero BenuuecTtBo?

— Ero BenuuecTBo... — MTHOBeHUE KoJiebasics c/iyra, — IMOKKUHYI JBOPeEIL...

HMHepanI/ILIa B3JOXHYIJIQ, a €€ B3TJIAO CTaJl OCMEICIIEHHEE. O yeM-TO CEPhE3HO PA3MEIIIIIAL,
]_[I/IH‘-I}KOY 3dCTaBUJI CTPAXKd IIPUTHUXHYTh.

— Moxelb UOTH, — HAKOHEL-TO, OTIIYCTHUJI IOANAHHOT0 ITapeHb, & caM BIJIsAfieNicsl B HeOeCHYIO Jarib,
B TO BPEMS KaK €ro JIalOHK CXKaJIUCh B KyJIaKH.
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