Ha BepuauHe ropsl L3101y BeTM4eCTBEHHBIM UMIIEPATOPCKUY TaJTaHKUH BHITJISAE KAKUM-TO YHBUIEIM
nof TUBHEM. [IBOPIIOBHI CITyKUTENh B IPOMOKILIEN OfleK/Ie JepKas 00bIoit 30HT. ITof 30HTOM
CTOSLJI MyXKYWHA.

EMy GBITIO OKOJIO TPUIIATH JIET, YEePTH JIKIla MOKHO OBIZIO Ha3BaTh MPaBWIbHEIMK. OH SIBHO OBII B
CaMOM paCIIBeTe CHJI, HO BBEITJISIEN JOBOIBHO YOPy4YeHHEIM. Ero 6poBM Ka3aauch HaCyMIeHHEIMH,
CO3MIaBaJIOCh BIIeUaT/IEHHE, YTO Ha HEM 3aKPBIBAIOTCS IITOPHL - Ha TOJI0OBE Y HETro GBI 30JI0TOMH
TOJIOBHOM yOOp YMHOBHHUKA, Ha IOSICE - KOPOJIeBCKas ITevaTh, a Ha Ijledax - YepHasi MaHTHS C
PUCYHKOM COJTHIIA ¥ JTyHEI, @ Ha TIOAK/IAKe - KpacHasi BHIIUBKA C (HEHUKCAMM - UMEHHO TaKyI0
omexkmy HOCHIT UMIIePaTop MPH [BOPE.

ITOT YesIoBeK OBLI NMIIEPATOPOM Benukoi 515, KOTOpBIfI HAXOOHUJIICS Ha TPOHE YK€ HECKOJIBKO
OECSATKOB JIEeT.

Ha BepimmHe ropsl OBIJI0 BETPEHO, ¥ XOTS JBOPIIOBAs MPHUCIIYra 30 BCEX CHUJI CTapayiach YKPHITh €T0
OT BETpPa, HECKOJIBKO KaIeslb JOXK/s BCe Ke MOTaly Ha UMIIepaTopa, HO ero 9TO HUCKOJIBKO He
BOJTHOBAJI0. Ero B3rmsay 61 ycTpeMiieH Ha HeOeCHYI0 miIaThopMy ceKThl CI0aHb.

Ha nmaTdopMe CTOSITT Ha KOJNEHSX CTAapUK, MPEKIOHUBINNH KoneHu. ETo cefibie BOJIOCH! KOJIBIXAUCh
Ha BETPY ¥ JIEASHOM JO0XKMIe, OTYEr0 OH Ka3aJics elle 0oJiee XyObIM ¥ XPYIKUM. [TOpHIBE HA BEPIIUHE
rops! L[31011y OBITH HACTONTBKO CHUIBHEIMHE, YTO (pJIaT¥ Ha MMIIEPATOPCKOM IMalaHKHUHE SIPOCTHO
pa3BeBanuch. OMHAKO CTapuK B Oe/I0# ofexke, Ka3aaoCh, He 3aMedasl 9TOr0, OH CTOSIT Ha KOJIEHSX
COBEPIIEHHO HEMOABUKHO ¥ YTO-TO OOPMOTAJ, IJIOTHO 3aKPHIB I'/Ia3a.

Ha kpato nmaThopMbl CTOSIT Ha KOJIEHAX MYyXK4YMHA CPeIHUX JIET, KOTOPHIM TOXKEe CMOTPEJI B CTOPOHY
CTapukKa.

He6ecHas nnaTdopMa Haxomuaach B IEHTPe, BOKPYT Hee 110 KPYTy CUAeNH IO MacTepa buTaHa u
MBeHaMdIlaTh MAaCTEPOB CeKThl CloaHb. Bo BHEIITHEM Kpyre BOCEMbIECST ONWH YUEHHUK JepKalu
000pOHY.

B cekTte CroaHb OBIJIO TOJIBKO TPOE, KOTOPHIE IPUHAMIIeXKaIu K TOMY XKe ITOKOJIEHUI0, YTO ¥ MacTep
CEKTHI: CTapILIXU IUAY, MacTep buTaH, Miafgwuy muay, Mmactep banbd, U mwumai, mactep Kypyo.
YTo KacaeTcs «IBeHaAIlaTH MacCTEPOB», TO OHM OBITM 3JTUTOM CTAPUIUX [TOKOJIEHUM, KaXKOBIH CO
cBouMu fnoctouHcTBaMu. [Ilu Yayans, Oyayun OauKauIIMM YY€eHMKOM MacTepa CeKTH, GaKTU4eCKu
IPUYUCIIAICA K CTaplieMy IOKOJIEHUIO II0 CBOEMY II0JI0KEHMUIO.

B 310 Bpemst MacTep BaHbsl CTOSII Ha CTpaXxe B CTOPOHE, HO MacTepa Kypyo psmom He Ovimo. OHa,
KaK ¥ O0JIBIIMHCTBO €€ YUeHUKOB, OB KeHIIrHaMHU. [I0CKOIbKY UMIIepaTop 110 KaKOW-TO IPUYUHE
IIPUBEJI B CEKTY CBOMX MUHUCTPOB U FeHEPaJsIoB, TO, XOTh U OBIJI0 HE COBCEM IIPUJIMYHO, YTO OHA HE
TIOSIBUJIACh, HUYETO0 CTPAHHOT'O B 9TOM TOXKe He OBIIIO.

CTpaHHBEIM OBIJIO TO, YTO 3[I€Ch He OBIJI0O MacTepa CEKTHI.

BHe3amHo HalleTell MOPEIB BETPa, TOJXBATUB JIeXKalllyi0 Ha 3eMJIe BeTKY IepeBa U HallpaBuB ee
IIPSIMO Ha CTApPHKA, CTOSIIEro B IIEHTPe MIaTGopMEl. BeTep OBII CIIMIIIKOM CHIILHBIM, IT0O3TOMY
Ka3aJIoCh, YTO 3Ta JIeTKast BeTKA HeceT B cebe MPUIUB CBUPEIION SHEPTHUH.

baHbsa YOUBUIICA W TYT K€ IIEJIKHYII IIaJIbIIeM B HallpaBJIEHUN BETKHU. B ogHO MrHOBeHUE BETKA
Pa3JIOMHUIIACh Ha AB€ YdCTH, OOHA U3 KOTOPLIX B3JIETEJIA B He60, d OpyTras IIpojieTejia MUMO 3aThIJIKA
CTapHKa, CIIyTaB €ro IIy4oK u pa36pocaB €ro ceanie BOJIOCHI 110 XPYIIKUM IIJIe4YaM U CIIKHE, 9YTO
CO3MaBalJiI0 HECKOJIBKO XKYTKO€ 3PEJInIIe.



HMriepaTop He yaepaKacs U Cchelaj IoJIlara Bepes, BhpaXkeHre ero auia Oblyio 03a004eHHBIM.
Bopyr Butas nogHam rina3a ¥ TUX0, HO HACTOATENIBHO CKa3al:
«Hexopouro!».

He ycnen oH [OroOBOPUTH, KaK CIOMaHHas BeTKa, KOTOpou baHbs ymapui B He0O, IojeTea IPsMO Ha
onuH u3 ¢poHapen. CBET, KOTOPHIM HE MOT IIOTACUTh laXKe JTMBEeHb, BHE3ATHO 3aMeplial, U Mo
BCEOOIIMM HAIPSIXKEHHBIM B3TJISIIOM IINTaMs ciabeno u ciaberno.

«Benukuy HaCTaBHUK!» - KDUKHYJI UMIIEPATOP.

CrapuK, CTOSBIINY Ha KOJIEHAX, PYXHYJI, BEIIIJIEBBIBas KPOBb M30 PTa.

CrosBIINE B CTOPOHE CTPAKHUKY TYT 2Ke OIYCTUINCh Ha KOJIEHU Y €Tr0 HOT, TUXO T'OBOPS:
«Ballle BeTu4eCTBO, Bbl HE [OJIXKHBI».

HWMnepaTop Ha MTHOBEHUE 3aMeIIKaCcsd, HO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB BCe XK€ OCTaHOBUJICS. [leCHONMeHUS
Y4EHUKOB CeKThl Cl0aHb IIOCTEIIeHHO YCUIIUBAJIOCH, [TI0KA He CTaslo Ka3aThCs, YTO I'yJI COTpscaeT
3emm0. OgHako hoHaph HE BOCCTAHOBUII CBOM CBET.

OH mBaXmbI BCIIEIXHYII 1 I10T'acC.

Crapuk, CTOSIBIIKMY Ha KOJIEHSIX Ha 3eMJie, BOPYT ITOMHSJI I'OJIOBY U YCTABUIICS Ha IOoTraciiuii poHaph,
IIDOTSAHYB K HEMY PYKY. baHbs u buTaH, oTheneHHbIe APYT OT Apyra PacCTOSSHUEM B [IeCATH LIAroB,
BCTPETHIMCH B3T/IsifaMu. baHbsl pelnTeIbHO ITOKaYasl r0JIOBOMH, a B Ila3ax buTaHa MeTbKHY T
OTOHEK.

B 9T0 BpeMsi MyKuMHa CPEIHUX JIeT Y HeOeCHOM MIaTGOPMbI BCTAJ U MTOYTUTENILHO IPOTSIHYII
KWHKaJl CTapHUKy.

CTapuk Ha MTHOBEHHUE B3TJISTHYJI Ha KUHKAJI, 3aTeM PAaCCMESJICS, TIOYTH C 00erieHueM. 3aTeM OH
TIepEBEPHYIT KUHKAJl ¥ BOH3UT ero cebe B ceparie. KTo 3HaeT, HACKOJIBKO I'TyO0KO OH BOH3UT
KMHXKaJI, HO 0YeHb OBICTPO KPOBh M3 €T0 CEPJlla CTeKasla 110 JI€3BUI0 ¥ MOCTETIeHHO CIMBajach B
JIMHUI0, KaK OyITO HampaByseMast KaKoi-T0 cuioi. HeGobIIoi MOPLIB MTOAXBATUII HUTh U3 KPOBH U
TIOJHSITI ee K IoracineMy ropHoMmy ¢oHapio. OHa TpeBpaTHIach B OTHEHHBIH 1Iap ¥ CHOBA 3aXKTJIa
(bOoHaph, HO CBET OT HET'O Ka3aJICs TYCKJIO-KPACHEBIM.

TonbKo TOrma BeTep U NOXKObL Hayasu cTuxaTh. CTapuK MOMHSN TOJIOBY K HEOY U MoJTda CTOSI Ha
KOJIEHSIX C KMHXKaJIOM, BOTKHYTHIM B I'Pyab, KakK OYOTO OH yXKe yMep.

Yepes HEKOTOPOe BpeMsi BuTaH BCTAl ¥ CKa3all, pacTsATUBas CJI0Ba:
«LlepeMOHUs 3aBePILIEHa>.

Kak TOIbKO OH 3aKOHYHUJI TOBOPUTE, KMIIEPATOP MOIHSIJI CBOI0 MAHTHIO, BOeXKaJl Ha IIaTGopMy U
ToaiepKajl PyXHYBIIETro CTapuKa:

«Benukuii HACTaBHUK, BHIL....».

CTapuk OIIeIOMJIEHHO TIOTHSII ['OJIOBY, €0 B3TJISAM yXKe MOTyX. iMIepaTop IOCMOTpPeT Ha KMHKAal B
€ro I'PYAU, CTUCHYII 3yOBl ¥ CXBATHUJICS 3@ PYKOSITKY, CJIOBHO cOOUpasiCh BHIOEPHYTh ero. buTaH,
TIOSIBUBIIMMCS PSOOM C HUM, TUXO CKa3aJl:



«Batire BeTM4eCTBO, BEJIMKKM HACTAaBHUK MCIIOJIb30BAJI KPOBh CBOETO CEPAIla, YTOOH 3a3Kedb CeObMOM
donape. Cervyac OH JOKEH 00paTUTHCS K BaM CO CJI0BaMu. Eciiu BBl BEITAIIMTE KMHXKAJI, TO HE
CMOXKETe UX YCIIBIIIATh>.

I‘IeprI JInIIa UMIIePAaTOPd Ha MTHOBEHHE UCKA3UJIUCh, €T0 PYKa Ha4adlla PO0XKaThb.

OpHako CTAaPHUK IIOOHAJ PYKY, CXBATUBHIXCE 3a BOPOTHHUK I/IMHepaTopCKOI;I MaHTHH, CIIOBHO B
HpeHCMepTHOﬁ BCIIBIIIKE SICHOCTH. Ero B3rmsan OBLI HCIIEIIEeIAIINNM, KOTI'la OH CKa3aJl:

«4 .... 3axer cegpMolt hoHaps, pagu Benukoii LsiHb, elle Ha ceMbaecsaT netT HebecHoro Manpara,
HO... HO....».

OH BOPYT B3[OXHYII, €T0 CJIEAYIOIIKEe CJI0Ba CJIOBHO 3aCTPSU B ITpyau. OH C TPYAOM BEITOBOPHUIT:
«Cepplia CBEpYKOB U MypaBbeB He MOTYT .... yragaTh HaMepeHus He0a, Oyzer... 6ymerT...».

HakoHell, OH He CMOT TIPOJOJIKAaTh. Ero Temo HeucToBO OGMUIOCH B KOHBYJILCUSX, @ B3TJIS TPUTBO3MAUIT
UMIIepaTopa K MeCTy. 3aTeM OH CJIerKa IOBEPHYJICS U ITOCMOTPeJI CKBO3b UMIIepaTopa Ha 0€33ByYHO
IIavyInero 4eloBeKa CpeHUX JIeT mo3aAu Hero. Ero mypnypHo-cuHue ry0On ciierka gpoxanu. OH
YYBCTBOBAJI, YTO B €70 I'PYAM THICSIYHU CJIOB, KOTOPhIE OH XOTEJI CKa3aTh - OH ellle He BUEeIT JHS, KOrma
OrmarompusTHEIE BETPA ¥ BOOH IPUAYT B UMIIEPUIO, €llle He BUJIeN JIIofei, XKUBYIUX B MUPe U
cyacTnuBo paboTaiomux. YyBCTBO HEIIPUHATHS CKOBAJIO €TI0 TPy/b, KaK Oy[TO faXkKe KPOBb B CepAlle
3aCThUIa U [TepecTasla IBUTaThCS.

My}K‘-II/IHa CpemHuX JIET C IIJIa4eM OIMyCTHUJICA Ha KOJIEHH:

«Orte1, 6yab yBepeH, TBOM CHIH OyeT IOMOTraTh UMIIEPATOPY U He I0XKaJleeT CUJI Pagy IPOoLBEeTaHUs
Benukoi LIstHB!»

CBerT B rfla3ax CTapHuka IoCcTeleHHo yracai. CyIopoKHO cxXKaTasl pyKa, BIENUBIIASCS B BOPOTHUK
MMIlepaTopa, MeIJIeHHO Tepsia Cuiy, ciabo omyckasck BHK3. [71a3a, KOTOpPhHIE, Ka3aJioCh, BUOETH
CKBO3b THICSTYHM MHUJIb TOP ¥ BOJ, HAKOHEII OITYCTEeIIH.

Bripatomuiics YMHOBHUK YMeEp, OCTaBUB I0CTIe Ce0sl UL CTOPOIeHHBIN, OXPUIIIINH TPYII.

B Tpunapguathiii rop npaBieHus Benukoit s AHb Xyaliy, KOTOPbIHM B Obl/Ible BpeMeHa OBl
BEJIMKMM HaCTaBHUKOM MMIIEPATOpPa, UCII0Ih30BaJl CBOIO XKU3Hb, YTOOL 00MeHsAThL HebecHbt MaHaaT
Benukoi LIssHb Ha BepIuHe rophl L3101y, Ha HebecHoU mmaTdopMe ceKTh CioaHb. [TomHSICS BETED,
norac ¢GoHaps, I0CJie Yero KPOBb BHOBb HAIIOJIHUIIA €T0 CEPALIE.

B ato xe Bpems [llu Yoyanb HaKOHEI-TO CMOT YBUAETh, YTO IPOUCXOAUT Ha 3afHel rope. Bes monmvHa
Kanrions Oblnia OKyTaHa 00/1aKOM 4ePHOT'0 TyMaHa. {0 Bcex pa3MepoB pa30eranuch BO BCE CTOPOHHI,
cracasick 6ercTBoM, ¥ ipoxkaiu oT cTpaxa. C BBICOTEI Ka3al0Ch, UTO TyMaH ObII 0COOEHHO IJIOTHEIM B
patioHe merepsl OrueHHoro JloToca.

[Ilu YaoyaHb cXBATHII MTOIY4YeI0BEKa-I0NIy3BEPS AyXa OJeHs, KOTOPHIM Impoberasl MUMO HETo, 1
CIIPOCHIT:

«YT0 3mech mpou3omuio? YTo CIyYunIoch ¢ rocroxkoi bai u HeOeCHBIMYU JTUCAMU?».

HYX oJieHs OBITT TaK HaIlyraH, 4YTO €ro I'ia3a IIOYTH 3aKaTHUIJIMCh B I''TAa3HUIIBI, OH APOZKAIlUM I'OJIOCOM
CKa3all:



«He... HEBEPOSITHO, JTIEU-THHUY OOJTMHBI OBIIA pa30pBaHb 00:KECTBEHHOM MOJIHUEH, ¥ celyac KakK pas3
COBIAZAET C YaCOM HHb, MecsilieM UHb, HHEM HHb. KTO-TO moImesn Hamepekop cynb0e u 3axer GoHapu,
IIPUHOCAIIYE yaauy. Benukas neyaTs - BeJIMKas Ie4aTh BCKPHIJIaCh, JEMOHHI CIIYCKAIOTCI Ha
3eMIII0! ».

Bcio gemyxy, KOTOPYIO OH Hec 0 60KecTBax U JeMoHax-MoHcTpax, [[Iu Yayans npournopuposan. He
INOXKHUOASICh, TIOKA OH 3aKOHYHUT, OH O@CIIOKOMHO CIIPOCHIT:

«A Kak Xke Torga ManeHbkas JIu-113u? Yrto c bau JIn?»
IlyX oyieHs B3OPOTHYJI, CJIOBHO He ITIOHUMas, 0 KOM ufneT peys. [y Yoyads npomoKum:
«OHa poub rocmoxu bai, Bay JIu...».

Bce teno OyXa OJIEHA 3aAp02KaJjio, €ro JIMIO BREITJIAOENIO0 TakK, GYI[TO OH YBHUIEJI IIPUBUOEHNE, OH OBIIT
TaK HaIlyT'aH, YTO I'OTOB OBITT OIIHCATHCS - K CYaCThIO, HUXKHAA 9aCTh €TI0 TeJla OBlna OJIEHBEM,
II0O3TOMY Ha HEM HE OBIIO IITAHOB.

OH stpocTHO BHIPBIBAJICS U3 pyK llIu Yoyans, kpuya:

«4l He 3HAIO, 1 He 3HAW!».

A motom mo6exxan 6e3 OrIsIgKH.

[IIu YayaHb TOMHY HOT'OM, YCTPEMIISISACH HABCTPEeYY OETyIIUM 50 Br7TyOb MOJTUHEL.

OH 10YyBCTBOBAJI CHJIbHYIO TPeBOTY - lIlu Yoyans HUKOTa B JKM3HU HE UCIHITHIBAJI TAKOM TPEBOTH,
9T0 OB TPAKTUYECKY NEPBHIH pa3, KOTHa OH II0YYBCTBOBAJI CTPAX, HO OH 3HAJI B CBOEM CEPAIE, UTO
3TO BCE PaBHO, UTO ecJix OBl €T0 OM 3aropersics, a ero xkeHa Obuta BHYTpU. Kak Obl eMy HU ObIIO
CTPAIIIHO, OH HE MOT IIPOCTO OCTABUTb CBOIO KEHY OJHY BHYTPH, BEPHO?

HOSTOMy OH CMeJIO IIOIIeI BIIEPEN.

YeMm On1uKe OH IOAXOMUN K ITelllepe, TeM I'yIlle CTAHOBUJICS YEPHEIN TyMaH, U TeM OwcTpee OUIIOCH
ero ceppue. Korga oH momesn 4o BXofa, €ro PyKy U HOTY CTaJlu JIEASTHBIMU, HOTU CBEJIO CYNOpPOToH, a
KoneHu ocnabnu. [llu Yuoyans Ha MrHOBEHME OCTAHOBUIICS, TOCMOTPEN Ha ntuly KyibuH, ero nuio
craso 6enbM, Kak Oymara, ¥ CKasai ITUIE:

«Trl METH BBEPX, TyMaH B Hebe crabee, He clieqyil 3a MHOM».

[Ttuna KyiiOuH 1eroHbKO KIIIOHYIA €ro B HOC, Befs cebs HexapaKTepHO MSATKO.
[Ilu YnyaHb HEMHOTO OIYCTHUJI PYKY, IPU3LIBAS:

«JlaBait ke, ObICTPEE».

Ho nTuua c7oBHO IPUKJIENIACh K eT0 PyKe U He JBUTanach, 4To Obl OH HU ToBOpuUII. OH Ha
MTHOBEHME 3aKpHUI I'JIa3a, 3aTeM B3NOXHY U IIPUBS3all acTPOIsIOUI0, 3eJIeHOe CBeYeHNE KOTOPOH
IIOCTEIIeHHO racio, K cnuHe nTuilkl. OH B3SJI NTULY ¢ co0oM 1 mobexkKan B memiepy, Kpuda Ha Gery:

«Maneunpkas JIu-113u! I'me THI?»

«Manenpkas JIu-113H, THL....».



Ero croBa 3acTpsiiu B ropiie, IOTOMY YTO BCe 0OJbIlIe U MaJeHbKHE 10 BHYTPH Ieliepsl OrHeHHOTO
JloToca MmoBepHYIUCE, YTOOBI TOCMOTPETh Ha Hero. HeKoTophie U3 HUX BHITTISIAEIN KaK JII0IH, a
HEKOTOPHIE - KaK JIMCHl, XU BCe OHU CMOTpPeNIu Ha Hero. MoHapx 50 baii LI3bu cTOsi/Ia B LIEHTPE C
IJIMHHBIM MEeYOM B pyKaX, KOHYKK Meua OblI MpUXKaT K Ybei-To Ipyau.

9TOT YesnoBeK OBITT IPUBS3aH K CTONIOY B LIeHTPE MIaTGOPMEI, U, CYAS 110 BCEMY, 3TO OBIJT IOHOIIIA JIEeT
IATHAALATH-IIeCTHAANATHA. ETo 6e/T0CHeKHbIe OleK Ikl Y2Ke HaCKBO3b MIPOIIUTAINCh KPOBBIO, HO
ria3a ObIM OTKPHITEL, KaK OYOTO B HUX TOPejia KPOMEIIHAsi HEHABUCTh, KOTOpasi HE YTUXHET, TOKa
TIOCJIEMHSIS KaIlJIsd KPOBU He TIOKHHET ero Tejo. ITo OBIJI0 3peJIuiie, OT KOTOPOro JiefleHe I cepalla
BCEX, KTO CMOTPeJ Ha Hero.

HecMoTps Ha TO, YTO BHEIIHOCTH OblIa APYTOH, UI0 OBUIO 3HAKOMBIM 10 TAKOX CTeneHH, 4To Iu
YayaHb 3aCThII Ha HECKOIBKO CEKYH, MpeXkae 4yeM IMOHA - 3T0 bau JIu!

Korpa B3rnsag bau JIu ocTaHOBUJICS Ha HEM, €T0 XOJIOOHOE, JKEeCTKOE BhIpaKeHue Nulla HEMHOTO
CMSATYMJIOCh, Ka3aJI0Ch, OH pacTepsJics.

YV 1llu YayaHs He ObLJI0O BpeMeHHU Pa3MBIIIIATh, oyeMy bait JIu BOPYT Tak CUIIBHO BHIPOC, U TOYEMY
OH BIPYT CTaJl IOX0X .... HEMHOTO Ha YeJI0oBeKa, I0TOMY YTO [10 CPABHEHUIO C CUTyaluuell «MaMa bait
JIu xo4eT ero yOuTh» OHU CTajIM JIETKUMHU, KaK I'YCUHbIE TIEPhSI.

B MOMeHT oTHassHUS €ro ria3a 3aMeTaluCh II0 KOMHATe, HO POT uU3aall FJIyrIBIfI CMEIIIOK U CKa3aJll:

«A¥is, 9T0... IPOCTUTE, IPOCTUTE, 51 OBUT HEBHUMATEJIEH U 3allles He TyHa».
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