- § X04y MPOMNONIKUTH MPOTYJIKY, IOTOMY YTO MHE HPABUTCS OBITH C TOOOI, - cKa3an [llens JTu.

Ckazats, uto KO [IoHT youBuUIacCh, yCIBIIaB 3TO, ObsI0 661 HeBepHO. OHa HUKOTA He JyMaJjia, 4To
YCIBIIXT TaKue cjioBa OT Illens JIu. [Io cpaBHEHUIO C ABYMS APYTUMU €€ MYXKbsIMU, OH ObLI
eOUHCTBEHHBLIM, KTO BCETZa cjieffloBajl "HopMaM" 001lecTBa U TOMY, Yero OoT Hero oxuganu. OHa
moJjiarasa, 4To, y3HaB MOAPOOHOCTH O ee IMYHOCTH, OH OYHEeT JepKaThCs OT Hee Ha PacCTOSHUU. B
KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OHa He OblJTa ero 3aKOHHOM KeHou. TeM He MeHee, YCIIBIIIAB ero IpU3HaHue, OHa BCe
PaBHO MTOYYBCTBOBaa cebs cyacTnuBoi. [1o KpaliHei Mepe, ee CTapaHus He MPOIMajy OapoM, H,
I0X0e, OHa IMoHpaBuiack llleHs JIu HEMHOTO OOJIBIIE, YEM PAHbBIIE?

[lTens JIu, He yCIBIIIAB €€ OTBETa, IIOAYMaJl, YTO, BOSMOXKHO, €e TATOTUT ero npefoxenue. OH He
MOT He pyratb ce0s 3a To, 4TO OB CIUIIKOM Ge3paccymeH u aroucTudeH. KoHeuHo, ero xeHa
yyBCcTBOBasa cebs oopemeHeHnHol! OHa paboTasa BeCh [IeHb, a TEIIePh OH IIPOCUT €€ IT0KEPTBOBATh
CHOM ¥ OTIIPABUTHCS C HUM Ha MPOTYJIKY. He cnuimkoM i 3T0 Tpe6OBaTEIBHO C €T'0 CTOPOHEI?

- f umelo B BUOY, €CJIK ThI YCTAJld, MBI MOZKEM...

- Tl mroGuIIb NBETH? - HeOXKUAaHHO crpocuna KO [lour, mpepriBas Illens JIu.

E# ouens xoTenoch, 4ToOH IlleHs JIu mockopee M3MEHUIT CBOEH MMPUBBIYKE CITUIITKOM MHOT'O IyMaTh.
OHa mpocTO AyMasia 0 TOM, KyZia €ro OTBeCTH. B 3TOM Mupe HET peCcTOPaHOB ¥ TOPTOBHIX IIEHTPOB.
Ceffyac, eciii OHa X04YeT MPUTIACUTh MyKa Ha CBUIaHNE, ef HYKHO TIIATeIbHO 00yMaTh ¥ HAWTH
XOPOoIIee MeCTo, KOTOPOoe MOXKHO ObIJI0 ObI MCIIOIb30BATh B KAUECTBE MeCTa CBUIOAHUS B 9TOMH
IepeBHe.

- LiBeTn? 4... 51 mo06mi0 uBeTE, - 0TBeTU llleHs JIu, HEMHOT'O YIUBIIEHHEINM ee HeOXKUIaHHBIM
BOIIPOCOM.

Pa3Be oHM He rOBOPHUIH O MPOrynke? K yeMy 3TOT HEOXKUTAHHEIM BOIIPOC O TOM, JTIOOUT JIX OH ITBETHI
unu HeT? TeM He MeHee, OH YeCTHO OTBETHUII Ha BOIIpoc. Hu omHOMY 4el0BEKY He MOT'yT He
HpaBUTHCS 1BEThl. OHYU OBUIM TAaKMMHU KPAaCHBHIMU U TAaK XOPOIIO MTaX/Ik; KOMy OHU MOTYT He
IIOHPABUTHCA?

Xopo11o, Torfga mougeM, - ckasana O [loHr, npotsaruBasa pyky lllens Jlu.

[ITens JIu TOCMOTpEI Ha IPOTSAHYTYIO PYKy ¥ HEMHOT0 3aMelkaics. OH He MOT He IOCMOTPETh
BOKDPYT. ECITM KTO-TO YBUIUT, UTO OHU UAYT, ePKACh 3a PYKH, KTO 3HAET, KAKUE CIIYXHA MOTYT
pacnpocTpaHUuThCA 1o gepeBHe. OH He X0Ten co3fgaBaTh npobiaemsr anst KO oHT.

- [Toitmem. MecTo, Kyna g Te0s1 Bely, MOBOJILHO fajleKo fla ¥ TPOIMKUHKA HepoBHas. f 60I0Ch, YTO THI
TIOPaHUIIILCS, eciy 5 He Oyny mepxkaTh TeOs 3a PyKH, TaK 4TO JaBal, BO3bMU MEHS 3a PYKY. - CKa3ala
IO Mowur.



E# On110 BCe PaBHO, 9TO O Hel CKaXyT JIIOOH; B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OHA YXKe Oblyla B UX YEepHOM CIIHCKe.
TouHee, ee UM OOIKHO OBITD IMOOYEPKHYTO KPACHBIM B X MAJIEHbKUX YE€PHBIX KHN2KKaX. Taxk 4To
HHUYEero CTPallHOoro B 3TOM He OBLITO.

[lTens JIu CTIIOTHYT U B35J1 €€ 3a PYKY, CJIeTKa B3OPOTHYB, KOITa ee Telylas pyKa KOCHYJach ero
xonogHoM. OH He 3HAJ, UTO ee KOXa 0CTaeTCs TeIIoi, He3aBUCUMO OT TOT'0, HACKOJIBKO XOJIOIHO;
BO3MOXKHO, 3TO KaK-TO CBSI3aHO C €€ CIIOCOOHOCTSIMHY.

FO [oHT TOXe He ocTallach PaBHOAYIIHOM K €ro NPpUKOCHOBeHUI0. OHa BAPYT I0YYBCTBOBAa, 4TO €€
cepre 3abumock elle CuiIbHee, 4yeM paHblle. Eif moKa3anock, 4To KoxKa FOPUT; HeT, 3TO ObLIO
TI0X0XKe Ha TO, KaK OyATO KpOoIleyHble 3JIeKTpUYeCKUe pa3psiarl Ipoberany 1o ee Tejly, Korua oHa
IiepeIieTana CBOM Nasblk ¢ ero. Ee HOC JepHyICsS OT CMYyIIeHUs, U OHa KallIsHya:

- Kxm, noiipgeM. [lepxKuch 3a MO0 PYKY, @ TO yafellb.

lens JIu yXKe maBHO 3aMEeTUJI €€ ITOKPaCHEBIINWY HOC ¥ ITI0YYBCTBOBAJI, KaK B €r0 CEpALle 3aKUllaeT
cyacThe. ETo KeHa, KoTopas He OblJIa TakK YK paBHOAYIIHA K HEMY, IT0X0XKe, HEMHOT'O CTECHSIJIACh.

- OH, - poOKO OTBETHII OH, CXKMMas ee PYKY, ¥ ero rojaoc HalloJIHWIICSI CYaCTheM, KOTMia OH Ies 00K O
00K C XKEHOH.

Vix nmneyu npuxKanuch OpyT K APYyTY, U He ObII0 HUYero IpeKpacHee 3Toro.

Tak gmyman Illens JIu, HO, TTOX03Ke, OH ITepeoneHus cebs, IOTOMY YTO, ITPOUIS MEHbIIEe Yaca, OH
CKPIOYMIICS Ha KOJIeHSX. [IBIXTS ¥ OTAYBAsiCh, OH CMOTPEN Ha 3eMJII0, YYBCTBYS Ce0sl CITUIITKOM

6ecmone3nsiM. ETo XeHa BIepBble IIPUTIIacKiIa eT0 Ha CBUIaHKeE, a OH IBIXTEJI, KaK KUBOTHOE,

IIOTOMY YTO HEe MOT IIPOUTH I10 TOPHOU TpoIe!

Ou nmocmoTpen Ha IO JIoHT, KOTopas CMOTpeJia Ha Hero cBepxy BHU3. Ee ry0Onl mogparuBaiu, ¥ OHa
130 BCEX CUJI CTapajlach He PacCMesThCS Hal HUM:

- Moxems CMesAThCS, eCIU X04ellb. £ 3Halo, 94To BEITJIAXKY T'JIYIIO B TAKOM BH]J€E, B TO BPEMS KaK TEI
BBITTISOUIID MOealbHO U JaxKe He BCIoTena!l

[llens JIu He xoTen cpriBaThcs Ha KO [ToHT, HO 9TO OBIJIO CIIUIIKOM HecmpaBenauBo! Kak MoxkeT ero
JKeHa OBITh HaCTOJILKO COBEPIIEHHOM, YTO MOXKET OXOTUThCS, TOTOBUTH U HaxKe 00/1agaTh
Maru4ecKuMHU CIIOCOOHOCTSIMHU! A OH He MOXKET IIPOUTH Jaxe 10 KaMeHUCTO! TPOIIe.

HO [loHT cpa3y xke uclipaBuja CBOe BhIpaXKeHue Jiulla, Korga ycinelmana, 4yto [lens JIu Tak
OTPBI3HYJICSA. MoXKeT OBIT, 3TO OBIJIO CIMIIKOM, YTO OHA IIPMBEJIa ero Cciofia, HO MecTo, KyJa oHa
XOTeJla ero 0TBeCTH, OBIJI0O 0YEeHb KpacuBEIM... Y OHa He X0Tella BO3BpaIllaThCs, HE ITI0Ka3aB ero emy.
[ToaTOMy OHa cHenana TO, YTO KaXKIkIi IapeHb cuena Ol [ CBOeH HEeBYIIKH, KOrma OHa Oblla B
pasmpaXKuTeIbHOM HaCTPOEHHH II0CIIe IMPOTYJIKY Ha BRICOKKX Kabimykax. OHa mpucena nepen IlleHs



JIn 1 ckazana:

- Camucy, g Te0s oHecy.

Opnako Illens JIu mokaydas rojoBOM, PEIIUTEIBHO 0TKa3aBIIKCE.

- 4 cUIIKOM TSIKebId AJisi TeOs; 3TOT MyTh CIUIIKOM AJIMHHBIN, U Thl YCTaHEeIb, Hecs MeHs. Mb
MOJIXKHBL ITPOCTO BEPHYTHCH. ..

- Tet MHe moBepsiems? - crpocuia KO [JoHT, mpeprIBast ero U OTJISIABASICh Yepe3 IIIeyo.

9T0 BoOOIIIE OB BOIPOC?

- KoneuHno, mosepsto, - otBetun llens Jiu.

- Torga capucs. { He Opotry Te6s. Obeirato. YTo KacaeTcs BO3BpallleHUs [OMOi; MBI He BEPHEMCS,
TI0Ka g He oTHecy Te0s Tyda, Kyla MHe HyXkHO. [ToaToMy Tebe mydlre 3ana3b, HHaY€e MBI TPOBEIEM
HOYb 371€Ch, CKPIOUMBIIKCH B TJIYIIIH.

Korma oHa Tak TOBOPHUT, 4TO elrle MOXKeT caenath Illens JIu? OH MeJIeHHO BCTAJ IPSIMO, 00XBaTHIT
pykamu meto O [JoHT ¥ yCTpOUJICS Ha ee CIIUHE.

Kax Tomnbko Ilens JIu yctpouncs, FO [ToHT BcTasia IpsMo, faXxe He BCIOTEB.

OpHako ee ABUXKEHUS OBIIM HEMHOTO TTOCIIEIIHBIMY, YTO TONKHYI0 [IleHs JIu, KOTOPOro HUKOTTa He
BO3UJHK Ha criuHe. OH yIUBUJICS U Kpemmye 00XBaTHUII €€ 3a I11el0; He HAaCTOIbKO CUJIBHO, YTOORI
3agyuruth KO JJoHT, HO HOCTAaTOYHO, YTOOH MPUOIU3UTEL CBOE JTUIIO K ee nuily. [lleHs JIu

nmocmotpen Ha FO JloHr, KOTopas HU4ero He CKa3alla, ¥ Hadalla UATH Blepeq. Ee TeMIl 3aMenuucs, u
OHa CTapazach He HamyraTh ero cHoBa. Ha ynuBneHnue crnokoiito, [Ilens JIu momoxun nogdopoaoK Ha
ee IJIe40 U YTKHYJICS JIUIOM B €€ IIE0.

9T0... ITO He KaXkKeTCs TaKUM YK IIJIOXUM... I MOTY IPUBLIKHYTE K 9TOMY, - IIOAYMAJI OH PO cels.
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