«XMMM... MMM~» — rna3a E JIuHbXaHA pacCUIupUIUCh OT HEBEPUS, OH IIBITAJICS OCTAHOBUTH €T0, HO
aTo He cpaboTtano. OH U He 3HaJ, YTO CYIIECTBYET TaKOM yKaCHHIM IpernapaT, KOTOPBIA MOXKET
TIOBJIUSATH Ha HETO, C ero-TO IITy00KOY BHYTPEHHEN CUJIOMN.

W3-3a mpenapara ry6e! E JIunbxKaHsa ObUIM TOPSYUME, KaK OTOHb, 00KUTAIOIIE TOPSTYUMH, & OhIXaHUE,
KOTOPOE OH BBIOBIXAJI, OBIJIO XaOTUYHBIM U ObICTPHIM. ['yOr UKoy Baiiniy ObIM TEOSHBIME, U 10
HeOOBSICHUMBIM IIPUYKUHAM 3TOT0 ObIJI0 J0CTaTOYHO, YTOOH E JInHbXKaH!0 OBI0 04eHb KOMMOPTHO.
[TosTomy OH 6€3yMHO COTIPOTUBJISNICS B CBOEM CepAlle, HO He MOT yep3KaThCs U CIeTKa ITPUOTKPHLI
T'yOHL.

Ykoy Banum ymumHy ero 3a mog00po0K, BOCIOIb30BABIINCH BO3MOKHOCTEIO 3aCYHYTh SI3LIK B POT,
C CHJIO¥ 3aXBaThIBasl KaXkKAYI0 TOUKY BHYTpU. OH 3aMe[JIUIICS, KOTa 3aIbIXaJiCs, U HeXKHO JIU3HYIL.

Ecnu ObI He HaTMIBIHM «COOPIIUK 1BeTOB», E JIMHbKaHb B3JOXHY OBl OT TOTO, YTO BIIEPBHIE UCIIBITAIT
TaKOM motienyi. B ero rapeme OBIJIO TPH THICSYM KPACABHUII, ¥ OH BCTPEYaI MHOTO UX, HO HUKOTa He
11eJI0BajICs Tak. He uMeso 3HaYeHus, HPABUJIOCh 3TO UMIIEPATOPY WM HET, OH IIPOCTO [eJan
nomoOHbBIE BEIIM C TeM XkKe YMOM, 4To ¥ pabotan ¢ 6ymaramu. [laxe ecjiy eMy 3TO He OYeHb
HPABUTCS, OH BCe PAaBHO HaCJIaXkOaJjICs, B3BECUB BCE «3a» U IIPOTHB», I03TOMY TaKOTO CTPACTHOT'O
TIOLIe/Iys OH HUKOTTIa He UCIIBITEIBa. CaMbIM BaKHBIM OBIJIO TO, YUTO OH BCerpa ObUI TeM, KTO I[eJI0Bal
npyrux. HamoKHUIE U CYIIPYTH B TapeMe, Jake KOPOJeBa, yKaCHYTUCh Obl, YBUEB €T0 TaKuM. Tak
KaK e OH MOT IepPeKUTh TAKOM MOIeyH, KOTOPHIHM IOTHOCTEIO €T0 MOTYUHUIT?

«MmMM~» E JIuHbXKaHb c1ab0 CXBaTUII MYKYUHY 3a PYKY 00eUMH PyKaMu. Y HEr0 IIOHeMHOTY
IlepeXBaTHIBAJIO IbIXaHUE, CUIIBHO B3[BIMAJIOCh IPYb, ¥ BCKOPEe IIOKPACHEBIIIee JIULO CTAaJIo elle
KpacHee. MyX41Ha II03BOJIUJI €My 110COCaTh U TOAPa3HUTh €T0 IOJTHOCThIO 3aHATHIE TYOHl, a 3aTeM
U3 YTOJIKOB €r0 PTa HEeyIEePKUMO BBITEKJIO HECKOJIPKO Kaleslb CJIIOHEL.

Korpa E JIunbXaHb IOYYBCTBOBAJI, UTO BOT-BOT 3af0XHETCS, Y2K0y Baiiiu HaKOHEIL OTIIyCTHUJI €TO0.

«MMIepaTop OEeUCTBUTEILHO BOCXUTUTENIeH», — UKoy Baiinu nmocmoTpen Ha E JIuHbXKaHS U
BOCKJIMKHYJI C BOCXUIIleHHeM: «He HampaCcHO 3TOT IIPOCTOTIOAWH PUCKOBAJ CBOEH JKU3HBIO, YTOORI
BOWTH BO OBOPEI».

E JIuHbXKaHb TSIKEJI0 [BIIIIaT CO CJIeTKa MPHUOTKPHITEIM PTOM. EMy OBITTO Tak 2XKapKo, YTO ero TejIo BOT-
BOT TIOTEPSI/IO ObI KOHTPOJIb, ¥ €T0 PACCYMIOK TOXKE MEpK.

Henb3s ObLI0 KUTH BO ABOPIIE, HE 3HAS O TAUHHIX flejlaX MeXKAYy MyXK4YMHaAMU ¥ MYK4YMHAMU WK
JKeHIIWHAMHU U XeHIIuHaMu. He roBopst yKe 0 TOM, 4TO OBIZI0 HEMaJio 60TaThIX ¥ BIUSITETBHBIX
JII0fel, KOTOPEIM HPABUJIMCh €BHYXHU U MOJIOfAbIe ionu, HO E JIMHbXKaHb HUYEro TaKOro He fenal.
3HaTh 00 3TOM - 3TO OJHO, HO TAKOM KOHTAKT C IPYTUM MYKUYUHOU OBIN Y HETO BIIEPBHIE.

Ero Hukorga He HHTEPEeCOBAJIl KPpaCUBEIE€ MaJIBYUKK HUJIKX YTO-TO B 3TOM POJE, €ro IIPOCTO TOIIHHUIIO.
Ho TEIIEePk... JOJIZKHO OBITH, 3TO U3-3a IIperaparTa, 3TO OOJIZKEH OBITH OH!



«4 cmenaro... TBOIO XKM3Hb Xy2Ke CMepTH!»

«Batre BennyecTBo, BaM Hy2KHa MOSI IIOMOIIL?» — CHOBA B LIYTKY CIpocuil Yxkoy Baiuiu, uraopupys
€ro yrpo3sl.

E JIunbxkaHb 6€CCO3HATEIBHO U30THYJI CBOE TEJI0, eTr0 B3TJIsA Haval ociiabeBaTh. Ho, HOCTONHEIH
3BaHMS UMIIEPATOpPa, OH 00afas HeoORYHOM BOJIeH: «YX0mu...»

[ToToM OH cCHOBa IlepefnyMar: «f, MHe HyKHa XKeHIIMHa, HAli[I1 €€, MHe... I MOT'y obemiaTh Tebe
IIpoIBeTaHUE U OOTATCTBO, 51 MOTY o0ellaTh Tebe BCe, YTO THl 3aX0Yellb... [IPOCTO OCTaHOBUCH 3[IECH,
s... ellle MOT'Y COXPaHUTh Tebe KU3Hb, HHAYE... ST PA30PBY TBOM TPYII Ha THICIYM KYCKOB M HaKaxkeM
TBOM I€BSTH MOKOJIEHHUM...» [Tocrne Toro, kak E JInHbKaHb 3aKOHYUJI TOBOPUTH, OH HETEPIIEJIUBO
M30THYJI CBOE TeJl0. B ciemylomyo CeKyHly OH BHE3aIllHO 3aMep M IIMPOKO PaCKphUI Iia3a.

B Temso# Bome TBepHas Kak xKeje30 INTyKa, IPUKABLIASICS K ero SrofuliaM, IBHO MpHHaIexkana
3TOMY IEeP3KOMY YOITIOIKY.

«THL... THI CMEeIIL?»

«Bame BennuecTBo, BEL 3TO YyBCTByeTe?» YKoy Bauliy BEITAHYI A3LIK U JIU3HYJI PAKOBUHY yXa,
rna3a Yxkoy Baim yxke ObUIHM IOJTH IIOXOTH U CTPACTH.

Temno E JIuHbXaHs 3ampoxkaio. Ecnu cefiuac erme Oblyla HajeXkaa Ha TO, YTO 3TOT YEJIOBEK OBII
IIPOCTO YOUUIEH, IOCTTAHHEIM K€M-TO, YTOObI YHU3UTh €T0, TO 9Ta Hafexk/aa Oblla IOTHOCThIO
pa3duTa. Y 3TOro yenoBeKa NeHCTBUTEILHO OBUIM IIJIAHH Ha €ro TeJIO.

«4l... 1 Mory oTmaTh Tebe Koro-HuOyab, 100yI0 U3 MOEro rapeMa, Jaxe caMy KOpPOJIEBY, ST MOTY
otnath ee Tebe, ecnu oHa Tebe HpaBUTCS». E JIMHbXKaHb HAKOHEIl 3allaHUKOBas. Eciu Obl
BeJINYECTBEHHBIM KOPOJIb CTPAHbI OBIT 3aXBaueH 3TUM 0€CCOBECTHBIM YeJIOBEKOM... C KaKUM JTUIIOM
OH OBITT OB KOPOJIEM 3TOM CTPaHEI? C KaKUM JIUI[OM eMy IIPUAETCS UMETD HeJI0 C TPaXKAaHCKUMU U
BOEHHBIMHU cunaMu [JmHacTum? Kak 0OH MOT IPOTUBOCTOSITh CBOMM IIpeqKaM?

«YernoBex, ecnu Te0e HPABSATCS MYKYKHEI, S MOTY IaTh UX Tebe CTOJIbKO, CKOJIBKO THI II0KeJIaelllhb,
IIPU YCJIOBUH, YTO THI OTIIYCTHUIIb MEHS...» TOJTbKO YeJI0BEeK, KOTOPBIA MOXKET ObITh THOKUM, SBIISIETCS
MYXKYUHOM, ¥ UMIIEPATOPOM ToXKe. BO3MOXKHOCTD BHIXKHUTDH B 3TOM ABOpIIE-JII00eNie CAeIalia ero elie
00j1ee 3HAKOMBIM C 3TUMM IpUHIUIAMU. K cOXaneHuIo, TOT, KOTO OH BCTPETHUJI CEeTOIHS, He ObLI
OOBIYHBIM YEeJIOBEKOM, IT03TOMY, ECTECTBEHHO, C HUM HeJb3s ObIIO UMETh [IeJI0 C TOUKU 3PeHUS
OOBIYHEIX JTIOIEH.

Yoy Baiinu ycMmexuyscsa. OH TOIBKO 4TO cOOUpaiCs HakasaTh ero AeBSTh IOKOJIEHUH, TI0UeMy OH B
MT'HOBEHKE OKa OTHaBaJl eMy rapeM.

«Ho Bae BenuuecTBo, 3TOMYy IPOCTOJIIONUHY HE HY2KEH HUKTO, KpoMe Bac». YKoy Bauuu ckasan, u



ero B3Iy Tak pa3o3mui E JIuHbKaHs, 9YTO OH 3aX0TeJl KOro-HuOyab yOUTh.

«MozxeIb mogyMaTh 00 3TOM...»

[Tpexpe yeM E JInHbXKaHb 3aKOHYMII TOBOPUTH, YK0y Baiily B35/ 4e0BeKa Ha PYKHU U CIeTrkKa
IIPUIIOIHSI €T0, TI03BOJIMB MY CeCTh K cefe Ha KOJIeHU, Pa3IBUHYB HOTH.

PopHuKOBas BOfla IIOKAUHYJIACh, ¥ BCS HUXKHSSA 4acTh Tena E JIMHbKaHS MOJHSIAch BBEpX. Camoe
TJIaBHOE, YTO [bIpa MEeXKMAY ero AroguilamMu Oblla OTKPHITa U 00HaXKeHa. IToce Toro, Kak OH IOCHUOEN
B rOpsiYeM MCTOYHMKE, OH OB TOPSTYMM M PACIIOIOKUIICS MPSIMO Y maxa Yxkoy Banmu.

Bopa u3 ropsiuero ©CTOYHMKA IOIIEBEIMIACh, KOTHa KOHYUK €T0 4IeHa IOTePCS O YCThe MaJeHbKON
IOBEIPOYKH, K KOTOPOH HUKTO HUKOTIa He mpuKacaics. E JInHbXaHb ApoKal BCEM TEJIOM, Haxe ero
3payku BUOPUPOBAJIH, a €r0 pa3yM I'yoes i OBl MyCT.

"Tvl cMeelp!"

Kak TonbKo cioBa Oblyid Tpou3HeceHsl, YKoy Baiinu BenpsaMui Oefpa u BCTaBuil ujeH. C
nekapctBoM Cs0 [[MH eMy He HYKHO OBbIJIO paCUIMPSITh OTBEPCTHE, @ BHYTPEHHSS YacTh ykKe Oblta
MSATKOU U CKOJIb3KOH. YKoy Baliiu He MOT He B3[OXHYTh C 00JIeTYeHUEM.

«Ax!» C kpukoMm Oonu u 1m1oka E JInHbKaHb 3aCTHUI, KakK OyOTO €ro ygapuiia MOJIHUS, U B 3TOT
MOMEHT CO3HaHUe ero IoMepKIIo.

OH He MOT B 9TO IIOBEPUTD U HE XOTEJI BEPUTh. ITOT CIIyYalHBIN YOITION0K, TPUILIEIINi HEU3BECTHO
OTKy[la, IeNCTBUTENILHO TPOHUK B Hero. OH ObLI BIaCTETMHOM MHUpPa, CaMbIM IT0YE€THHIM
MMIIEPATOPOM, KOPOJIeM, KOTOPHIM CMOTPEN Ha MUP CBHICOKA. Kak 9T0 MOTjI0 OBITE BO3MOXKHO, KakK OH
mor?
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