Akens emre pa3 mmepednTajia IMCbMO C TPEBOXKHBIM BHIOM. OH, 4ecTHO TOBOps, IIOHATHA HE UMEET.
Cpeman ¥ OH 4YTO-TO, UTO IIOTPACIIO OBl Halluio 6e3 ero BegoMa?

'naps Ha HepBHUYaero Axens, CagXuc NPUTSHYI ero K cebe 3a Tanuio U moodelra, YTo MoUAeT
C HUM.

CajKuc mepxas 3T0 B CeKpeTe OT BCeX, HO KaKHM-TO 00pa30M [orafasics 0 HaMepeHUsIX AJbTOHA.

O mpuyuHe BBI30Ba fAKest, BCETO JIUIIb CTYTH HeOOBIIOro 60paens B MaJleHbKOM ropofie. BeposiTHO,
Iesio KaK-TO CBSI3aHO CO BUepalIHUM IpemanoxenueM ['yuHHYy u CaXKUCy CTATh XKeHUXOM JIunuu, oT
KOTOPOI'0 OHU OTKa3asuch. Hem3BeCTHO, KaK aneKko AJbTOH MCCIenoBal, HO, y3HaB 0
CYyILIIeCTBOBaHUU fKeJsi, OH, BO3MOXKHO, B HEKOTOPO# CTEIIeHHU YTO-TO MOHSIII.

Ho, moHuMas 310, 3a4ueM OH 30BeT AKens Bo gBopel? [Ipurpo3uts AKemto u 3aCTaBUTh €T0
OTCTYmUTh? Pamu moOuMoi moyepH, KOTopas He CMOorJa Hac 3a0wITh? HeT, 1 He gyMalo, 4TO AJTbTOH
HACTOJIbKO MPUBSI3aH K HaM ¢ ['yurHHOM. ECTM OH MILET MOOXOMSINEro XXKeHuXa 71 CBOel To0uMon
Io4YepH, OH CMOXKET ero HauTH. AJIbTOH, KOHEYHO, JTI00uT JIMINIo, HO OH He clienol poguTesnb. OH He
moKeH ObITh HaCTOIBKO Ty, YTOOH ITPEBPATUTh HAac, BEPHLIX EMY, B CBOMX BParos.

On 3aHTEePeCOBAJICA BO3TI00IEHHEIM FYI/IHH u Cagxuca...

9T10 camas nmogxopsmas npudrHa. Eciu 970 Tak, To Bce OyaeT npocTo. OH MOXKET IPOCTO
HEOOHO3HAYHO IoGIUPTOBaTh C fAKeyneM Ha I'ta3ax y AnbToHa. OH OyIeT moKashiBaTh 3TO AJITOHY,
TII0Ka TOT He YTOMUTCS, U3-3a Yero U IoTepsieT UHTepec.

BmecTo aToro ymHbIM Cagxku pa3paboTart miaH, Kak UCIOIb30BaTh 3TO U I0Ka3aTh JKelo, YTO OH
criocobeH ¥ HafeXeH, ¥ COKPAaTUTh UX TUCTAHIUIO.

B Ha3HauyeHHBIN AeHb CafxKuc IpUriacuil fAKens B CBOIO KapeTy, KOorfa Ipuexani 3a HUM.

[ToHauany fKesb yIIOPHO OTKa3bIBaJICs, TOBOPS, YTO [JIT TAKOTO CKPOMHOTO YeJioBeKa, Kak OH, OBIJIO
OBl HEBEXKJTMBO €XaTh BMECTE B KapeTe C TAKUM BBICOKOIIOCTABIIEHHBEIM OBOPSHUHOM, Kak oH. Ho
nockonbKy Camxkuc ckasan: «Ecnu Thl cobupaenibcs B KOPOJIEBCKYIO CTONUILY, TO U S IOUAY C TOOOM»,
fkenb, 06pATUBIINKACS K KOHBOIO ¥ CJIyTe, HEOXOTHO ITI0Kaydas T'OJI0BOM.

B 06paTHO NpOmopLuKrOHaNIbHON 3aBUCUMOCTH OT XOPOIIero HacTpoeHus Cafxkuca, KOTOPHIY TOYTH
IPUKJIENTICA K HeMy, fIKe/Tb HEJIOBKO CBEPHYJICS B MaJleHbKUY KIy0OOK M3-3a POCKOIITHOTO MHTEPLEDPA,
BBIIIOJTHEHHOT'0 U3 BEICOKOKQYeCTBEHHBIX MaTePHUasoB, BKJII0Yasl CUEeHbS, IOPYYHU U JeTalu, U
CTapaJiCsi HU4Yero He TporaTh 03 He0OXOTUMOCTH.

«He HY2KHO HEPBHUYATH».

«OpnHako, CamxKuc-cama...»



CTpaHHO He HEepPBHMYATh B TAKOH CHUTyauuu. [Toe3gka B 9TOH 9KCKIIIO3UBHOM apHCTOKPATHYECKOH
KapeTe, Ioe3[Ka BO JBOpell 1 BcTpeda ¢ Ero BennuecTBOM KOPOJIEM — 3TO CUTYaAIlMK, KOTOPHIX OH
HUKOTA PaHbIlle He UCIIHITHIBAIL. [laxke ceidac cepple AKens roToBO OBIIIO Pa30PBAThCS OT TPEBOTH
1 HaPSKEHHUS.

«Bce B mopsanke, dxkens. 4 3meck. Huuero He 6oics».

OH KJafieT pyKy Ha IeKy fAKesns, riasaas Ha Hero 04apoBaTe/IbHBIMU I'1a3aMu. [0 B 9T HEXKHEIE
r7asa, muevu JKesss HeMHOTO PacClabuIuCh.

OH 6511 uckpeHHe pap, uTo Camxuc 611 ¢ HUM. Ecu 611 B €ro afipec ObUIM KaKue-TO TION03PEHNUs,
KOTOPHIE eMy HYyKHO 00bsiCHUTH Ero BenuuectBy, Cagxkuc 06513aTeIbHO TOMOT OBl TOMY, KTO OBII
xoporti co cioBamu. OH OB 04eHb 671arofgapeH 3a OOHO TOJIBKO 3TO.

"Bomnbioe cnacubo, CamgKuc-camar.

fAkens ynpIOHYIach C yBePEHHEIM BhIpakeHUEM JIUIIa.

«TToxkanyicra, He CMOTPH Ha MeHsI C TaKUM 0e33alIUTHLIM JIUIIOM. MHe Telleph TaK ¥ X0YeTCs B3SATh
Te0s IPsIMO cedac».

Cagxuc, IpUTAHYBIINH K cebe AKens, mpoiienTtan Tak 6JIM3K0, YTO UX I'yOBl TOYTH COTIPUKOCHYJIUCH.
M3-3a TakOro paccTosiHus U ciaoB Capgxuca, IOTPSCEHHBIN fKeNb «3X... 9X... HO» II0Ka3aJl
03a/layeHHOe BEIpaXKeHue.

«Xaxaxa, 51 3Haw. Ecnu g 3To chenalo, M 00a IOTepsieM 3HEPTHIO K TOMY BpeMeHH, KakK fjobepeMcs
10 KOPOJIEBCKOT'O IBOPA, ¥ He OyeM B COCTOSTHUY BCTPETUThCS ¢ Ero BenuuecTBoM».

Axkens IMOYYyBCTBOBAII obyieryeHue oT TOI'0, 4YTO €TI0 BCEro JINIIb OPa3HUJIN.

<<Kp0Me TOrO, 6YJIeT OGI/IJIHO YIIYCTUTD 3TOT IIIAHC. Kak TOJIbKO MBI BEPHEMCHA B XaHa-XaHa, g X049y
HaClTagUThCsA TEM, KaK Pa3aeBalo Tebs 110 KyCO4YKaM B TOM KOMHATe».

«CamxKuc-cama...»

[Tocrne TOro0, KaK yepe3 ABa OHS OBIIO PEIIeHO BCTPETUTHCS MIPU KOPOIEBCKOM fBope, CamKuc
IIPHBE3 IMTOPTHOT'0 U3 KOPOJIEBCKOW CTOJIUIIEL ¥ ITOPYYHJI EMY B CIIEIIKE CIIATH OpUIIMaNbHOE IIIaThe,
nmomxomnsiiee SKento.

He Tonbko Akenb, Ho u CaKUC TOXBAJIUIK TOPTHOTO 3a IIPeKpacHoe IaThe, KOTOPOe, KaK OHU He
MOTJIA TIOBEPHUTH, OBIIO CAETAHO BCETO 3a TPU AHs. Haps BKIOYal Cephld KUNeT U YepHBIH (pak,
KOTOPHIM XOPOIIIO COYETAETCS C er0 TEMHO-CEPRIME BoJTocaMu. Takxke OblJT OPraHU30BaH YXOM U 3a



HUM: KJIepK momnpocun Huny coenaTts eMy MpUYeckKy.

«THl 04eHb Kpacus, AKemnb».

«Bbomnswmoe cracubo... Ho Takast KpacuBas ofiexfa, 51 IeMCTBUTEIFHO MOTY €€ IIPUHSTh?»

"Koneuno. [ToxanyicTa, He TUIIall MEHS pafioCT! OOHKHMAThL Te0S B 9TO MHApPSe».

Camxuc mornamumn Tpynob Axens II0BEPX OOeZK[bI, IIPOBEJI IIaJIbllaMH IIO IIIee, YTOOBI IIOCMOTPETEH,
KaKOBO 3TO.

fdKens oTBETH APOKBIO, CamKuC B35 €ro 3a MoAO0POIOK M OCTOPOIKHO IOTHSII €T0, 3aTeM

"IaBai TOCMOTPUM. MoxkeT OBITh, MHE CJIeAyeT MeIJIEHHO HaCIafuThCs TOOOM 3[eCh, IT0OKa MBI e[1eM
B KOPOJIEBCKYI0 CTOJIMILY?»

Y nouenosan ero B ry0rl. Kak TOMHKO OH CKa3ajl «HACJIagUThCS», €ro S3bIK Hadasl BO3UTHCS BO PTY
Axend.

«XH, xaa»

K ToMy BpeMeHH, KOTla OH ITOYYBCTBOBAJI YIOBOJILCTBUE, SKENS aTaKOBaJl XKaHbINA I3HIK. U 3TO
IeliCTBe HeyCTaHHO ITOBTOPSIIOCH IO TEX IIOp, II0Ka OHU He NOCTUTIIM KOPOJIEBCKOTO IBOPA, U II0
npuUOBITAY, B 0TNIMYue 0T CafizKuca, KOTOPHIH BHIIIEN U3 KaPEThl B XOPOIlleM HaCTPOEHUHU U TIOJTHOM
3Hepruy, fKensb yxe 4yBCTBOBaJ ce€0s1 HEMHOTO YCTaBIINM.
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