I'maBa 18.

«YT0 3TO0 32 MecTo... YT0 3TO0 3a cTpaHHas ¢abpuka, B KOTOPOU s OKa3ajCs B JIOBYIIKE...» — OyMaeT
OH B CBOel rojioBe. «Bo-TIepBHIX, CTOUT JIX BOOOIIE NOBEPSTH 3TOM cobake, 5 MOHATUS HE UMeI0, YTO
3TO 3a MOHCTP?»

«YT0OB OTBETUTD HA TBOM BOIIPOCH! OIOUH 3a APYTHM, S IpuBesl Tebs Ciofla B IePBYI0 OUepesb I0TOMY,
YTO THI BEIOPas MeHs. Thl, HAaBepHOE, IPOCUJI MEHS CIIaCTH Bac, HE TaK JIu?»

«...AX, ma, g 3TO cHenan, a mOTOM... THl ITOHSJI, YTO 5 CKa3an?»

«MozxeT ObITh, CMYTHO. BO-BTOPEIX, 3TO MO€ IIPOCTPAHCTBO. TeXHUYECKH, OHO BHYTPHU, U ThHI OBbLIT Ha
¢babpuke, IOTOMY 4TO OB YEJIOBEKOM, TPOU3BOASIIUM MOJIOKO».

«9-3... I IOHUMAIO...»

I:xepeMu ClyIIaeT IIakKana ¢ 03afaYeHHBIM JTUIIOM. DTO CTPAHHOE OIIyIIeHre, Kak OyaTo mIaKa
MOXKET YMTATh €r0 MBICIIH, OTBEYAsT Ha BOMIPOCH], KOTOPEIE OH HaXKe He 03BYYMIL.

HecMoTps Ha HETOBKOCTh YeJIOBEKA, CYIIECTBO MTPOMOIKaET.

«4 ACTepI/IOC. HeBaxHo, KaK Thl MEHS Ha3bIBAElllb, IIOTOMY 4YTO ceryac g ACTepI/IOC, HO KOI'ma-To 4
OBLT MuKHOCOM, a 00 9TOr0 MeH$ Ha3blBajll MHOTUMU OPYIrHEMH UME€HaMU».

«A-a... Torga s 6yny 3BaTh Te6s MpocTo ACTepuoc, a MeHs 30ByT [Ixkepemu Pomxkepc».

«3HAYHUT, y Tebs1 BCe-TaKu €CTh UMS...»

HepBHBIN MyX4YMHA CPEIHUX JIeT KUBAET, CJIeTKa pacciabnsasck. ODHAKO OH He MOXKET II0THOCTHIO
TIOTEPSATH OOUTEeNbHOCTh. OH TOBOPUT YETI0BEYECKUMHM CJIOBAMHU, HO COBCEM HE M3NTydaeT
YyeIoBeYeCKor aTMochepsl. HioaHCH ero peuu, To, KakK OH BeIpaxkaeT ce0si, Kak Oy[TO OH CYIIIeCTBYyeT
yKe LIeTyi0 BEYHOCTH, TO, KaK OH IIPU3HAET, YTO, II0 €70 MHEHUIO, Y JII0JIed eCTh UMEHa... BCe
KaXKeTCS YKACHO YYKIbIM.

«Hapetock, OH He coOupaeTcss MeHs yOuBaTh... [lyMalo, 3TO XOPOIIIO, YTO ST MOT'Y TIOTOBOPUTDL C HUM
ceryac...»

«MoxeT OBITh, OH He TaKOM CTPAHHHEIM, KaK T€ MOHCTPHI-OBIKHI».

YuTas KOIIyHCTBEHHEIE MEICIIM YelloBeKa, ACTeproc GEIPKAeT U 0TBeYaeT HeCKOJIbKO
CapKaCTHUYECKH.



«He cpaBHuBaliTe MeHS C IpyruMu TembpMacaM¥, s faleKo He BapBap».

«3, 9...7 { HU4YEro He TOBOPHUIL...?»

IxepeMu XMypHT 7100.

«Eme pa3: g He TenbMa, 1 Tebe, BEPOSITHO, CIIEAyeT BO3NEPKATLCS OT CPAaBHEHUSI MEHS C HUMHU».

«I[Tomoxmu, S He IOHMMAIO0, YTO Thl UMEEIIh B BHOY, 9TO TaKOe€ Tensma?»

«Tel He 3HaeIn, yTo Takoe TenbMa? MBI Ha3bEBaeM XUTelel 3ToH iaHeTsl TensMaMu. Kak OLIKY,
KOTOPBIX THI BCTPETHI Ha ¢abprKe, MIN BOOUTEID, KOTOPHIM ITPUBE3 HAC CIOMa».

Ixepemu kuBaeT. Cynsi o BceMy, BCeX JIIOfiel C roJIoBaMU KUBOTHHIX 30BYT TenbMa.

Ho makan He fonkeH o0ukaThCcs Ha uMs TenlbMa. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, pa3Be Y HETO CaMOTI'0 He
Oonbiras yepHas cobaubs ronoBa? Kaxkercs, HeT OOJbIION pa3HUIBL. YyBCTBYS ce0s
HEeBEXKECTBEHHBIM YUEeHUKOM HadyabHOM IIKOJE, [[2KepeMu CIIpallliBaeT CHOBA.

«HTaxK... XM, a TH 4T0? Y Tebs 1BHO coOayubd r'oJIoBa...»

«He cobaubsi, rojioBa Iakana. M aTo IIPOCTO OJIA TaJIOYKU».

[Ipexpe ueM [IxKepeMu yCIiesl 3aKOHYUTE MIPELJIoOKEeHNe, ero rpepsal en4ok. [llakan cpa3y xe
oOuzKaeTcs, KOTHa ero Ha3hBaloT C00aKoW. ITOMY HeBeXKEeCTBEHHOMY 4eJioBeKy OymeT OricTpee
TI0Ka3aTh, YeM OOBSICHUTD.

ACTepI/IOC IIIeJIKaeT CBOMMHU NJIMHHBIMYH YE€PHEIMHU IIaJIbIIaMU 1 CBHCT!

MoxHaTas rojaosa 3BEpPs uC4e3aeT, yCTyIlasd MeCTO KHY6Y YEepHOTO AbIMaA.

"OM-M-M...?"

<<J'Iyq1.ue IIepeCTaHbTe€ CPABHUBATH MEHAI C TenbmaM¥u, S OT HUX PaguKaJIbHO OTJIMYAIOCh>».

YepHbii IHIM He paccenBaeTcs. OH 0CTaeTCs efUHOM MacCoy, HeXKHO TaHIys. JIluno [IxkepeMu
OremHeeT IIpU BUME €T0 TOJIOBHI, BHE3AITHO MCYe3alollel, Kak Mpu3pak.

«$1 omHOBpPEMEHHO U KOHIIEeNIHs, 1 PeHOMEH, T03TOMY HET He0OXOIUMOCTHU MHITAThCS MTOHSTH MEHS,
100 YeIoBeYeCcKOMy pa3yMy, BEPOSITHO, HEBO3MOXKHO IIOCTHYh TaKOe CYIIECTBO, KakK 5».



Tonoc AcTtepuoca mo-ipexXHeMY I'PyObIi 1 HU3KUM, KaK MYKCKOM, HO TPYIHO CKa3aTh, MyKYHUHa OH,
JKeHIIWHA UM KaKoe-Tubo Ipyroe CyIIeCcTBO. Y HETO SIBHO HET JIWLA, He TOBOPS yXKe 0 PTe, U TEM He
MeHee OH 3BYYHUT TOYHO TakK XKe, KaK U paHbIlle. OTOT YePHHIU LIaKaJl — caMOe CTPaHHOe U
IPUYYIUBOE CYIIECTBO, C KOTOPHEIM [I2KepeMu KOorfa-Tu00 CTalIKUBaJICS B XKU3HU.

«4d — upesi. YeM 6GoJblie JTI0gel Y3HAET 0 MOEM CYLIECTBOBAaHUHU, TeM OOJIbILE U CUNIbHEE 5
cTaHOBIIOCh. He mymaro, uTo Tebe MOHPABUTCS 3TA HAIOEBILIAs CTapasi KCTOPUSI».

AcTtepuoc, CHOBa C TOJIOBOM IlIaKajla, CKpelIuBaeT pyku Ha rpyau. OH kKecToM Ipefsaraet [IxkepeMu
cectb. HeMHOT0 pa3mocafioBaHoO, YTO OH IPOAOIKAET TaK CTOSATh.

«B mo6om cny4ae, maBad IIOTOBOPUM O KoMIleHcauuu. Tebe 4To-HUOYOb HYKHO? 1 MOTY UCIIOJTHUTD
OOJIBIINHCTBO TBOUX JXKEJIAHUN».

«Hy, nomoxnau, xKenaHnue?»

[>xepemu, BHIC/IyIIaB JIUHHOE 00BSICHEHNE aBTOPUTETA, B 3aMelllaTeNlbCTBe MOBTOpsAeT: OH He
MOXKET MOHSATh, I0UeMY 9TOT OOJIBIION YEePHBIM MOHCTP BAPYT OKa3aJiCs TaKUM 0JIarOCKJIOHHBIM.

3T10 IIpaBaa, 4YTO OH X04Y€eT CIIPOCHUTH, ITIOYEMY OH CIIaC €ro, II04YeMy OH HMCIIOJTHUT €Tr0 KeJlaHKhe U 4YTO
OH OT 3TOI'O IIOJIYYHUT, HO H}KepeMI/I He MOXKeT BbI6pOCI/ITB CBOM MBICJIM K3 YCT.

OmHAaKo, II0CJIe HEKOTOPBIX PAa3MBIIIIEHHH, ICHO, €CIIH CYLIECTBO HEM3BECTHOM CHUIIBI, OyIb TO Marus
WY IPUYYJINBEIN TPIOK, COOMPAETCs UCIIOIHUTE eTo XKejanue, [IkKepeMu MOXKeT OBITh IPOKJIAT,
€CJIM OH CKaXeT HeIpaBUIbHYIO BEIllb U 3aCTaBUT MOHCTpPA IlepeayMaTh. Tak pacTepssHHOCTh Ha JIHIlEe
I>XepeMu IOCTEIIeHHO YCTyMaeT MeCTO CePhE3HOMY BHIPAXKeHMI0. ACTEpHOC 3aMedaeT, YTo ceryac
OH, TOJIKHO OBITh, SPOCTHO CTYYHUT II0 KaIbKYJISITOPY B TOJIOBE, U ITHPOKO YIIHI0AETCS.

«[la, KemaHue. Tel MOXKEIIb CKa3aTh MHE BCE, YTO XO4eIllb, a I BBEICJIYIIIAIO U pelly, MOT'y JIX i
HCIIOJIHUTE 3TO UJIK HET, U HE BOJ'IHyfICH, €JUHCTBEHHAas IIPUYKUHA, I10 KOTOpOﬁ s1 OBI HCIIOJTHUIT
XKeJlaHue, —HUCKJIIOUUTEJIbHO KOMIIEHCAlIUug».

«Komnencanus...?»

«TBl — 4eoBeK, MPOU3BOASAIINEI MOIOKO Ha Moel (habpuke, 1 cO0M B MaIllHe 3aCTaBUII Te0s
6exaTh. [I0CKONIBbKY 9TO BHAs OmKOKa CO CTOPOHH! (habpuKy, 1 KOMIEHCUPYIO TeOe CTOJBKO,
CKOJIbKO THI TTOKejiaellb. [I0ToMy 4TO s1 B HEKOTOPOU CTeleH: HeCy OTBETCTBEHHOCTD 3a MO0
HECIIOCOOHOCTD HOJIXKHEIM 00pa3oM yIIpaBisiTh GabpuKom».

BripaxkeHue nuia [[>kepeMyu MpayHeeT IIpu ynoMuHaHuu 0 Gpabpuke. 3By4uT Tak, OyATO 3TO
IIPOM30LIIO0 HEMeII0 Ha3a/, X0TS Ha caMOM fiesie OH cOexKall U3 3TOr0 aficCKoro MecTa BCETro



HECKOJIBKO YaCOB Ha3a[.

Emy uHTepecHO y3HaTh 0 (abprKe U 0 TOM, YTO OHA CHejajia C ero TejioM, HO 3aTeM JII00OIIBITCTBO
CMeHSIeTCS YCTaloCThio. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, OH IIPOCTO XOYET YUTH OT BCEr0 3TOr0 abCypAHOTO OIIBITA.

OH xkemaeT, 4TOOHI Bce OBIIO TPOCTO CHOM. MTak, mymasi 0 loMe ¥ CBoeM Joporom Makce,
HacTpoeHue [I2KepeMu CTaHOBUTCS MeJIaHXOITHYHEIM. OH TOBOPHT,

«...XM, MOTY g CKa3aTh Te0e, 4ero s xogy?»

"Bo Bcex cMbICcIax."

«41 X049y, 9TOOHI THI OTIIPABUI MEHS JOMOM. Mo#... oM. Thl 3Haelb, Iie HaXOOUTCS OCTPOB
HaBaTyBa? 4 He 3Hal0, CMOTY JI¥ 5T BOOOIIe Tyma Jo0paThCs, HO...»

[To mpaBpe roBOpPSsi, OH YYBCTBYeT ce0si HEMHOTO TJIyII0, 03By4MBasi CBOe KejaHue. [IoToMy 4TO 3TO
IOOJIXKHA OLITH IIJIaHeTa TejibMac, a He 3eMIIsl.

Y noka [I;xepeMu XKJeT, TIOKa 1IaKaJl OTBETUT Ha ero XkKeJjlaHue, eMy CTaHOBUTCS He 10 cebe. Ecnu oH
IEeNCTBUTEILHO COOMPAETCST OTIIPABUTh €ro Ha ocTpoB HaBaTyBa, OH He 3HAeT, OyIeT 11 3TO TO
MeCTO, KOTOpPOe OH ITOMHUT, ¥ OymeT nu Tam Makc. TpeBora IoCTelneHHO IIEPEXOOUT B IPUJIUB
mevasid, KOrjaa OH MOHKMAET, YTO MakC, BePOSITHO, BCETO JIUIIL BEIMEIIIIEHHBIN ITePCOHAXK.

TeMm He MeHee, [I;)XKepeMu He yCTpallaeTCs U XAeT OTBeTa CyllecTBa. [1o KpaiiHel Mepe, BEePHYThCS
Ha 3eMJII0 ropasfo Jydllle, Y4eM O0CTaBaThCS Ha IIJTaHETe 3TOr0 MOHCTpA.

HemHoro IIoOyMaB, HIaKaJl OCTaHABJIMBAET B3IJIA0 Ha YE€JIOBEKE U 'OBOPHUT.

«XM, 3TO HE COBCEM HEBO3MOXKHOE XKeJjlaHUe, HO... Thl YBEPEH B 3TOM? { 0XKugaal MaTepruaabHOr 0
BO3HarpaxkaeHus U1 4eTro-TO GU3UIECKOT0».

«...MeHs 3TO yCTpauBaeT, I0XKaJlyiuCTa, OTIPaBb MeHs AOMOU. f... 1 IPOCTO X004y LOMOU».

I'onoc ero HecuacTeH. [T0HAB, 4TO OH PacCTpoOEH, HIaKall He CIIPAIINBAET OAJIbIIE, a YKA3bIBA€T Ha
OOHY M3 MHOT'MX 3aKPBITBIX JIBepeﬁ BHYTPH CBOETO AOMa.

«Torpa npoupu yepe3s 3Ty ABepb. Kak TOJIBKO TH OTKPOELIb €€, Thl CMOXKEIb IIOUTH IIPIMO JOMOU».

«...9, ga? Ilpasga?»

IIAra'II



[I>KepeMu CTOUT mepeq 3aKPLITOM ABEPLIO C IIOO3PUTENbHEIM BeIpaKeHueM nulla. [1naneta Tenbmac
6mu3ka K 3emye? [[71s Hero He UMEeeT CMBICIIa, YTO OH MOXKET IIPOCTO MIPOUTH Yyepe3 OBEPD U
BEpPHYTHCA Ha 3eMiito. Ho omsTh 2Ke, BCe, 4YTO C HUM IIPOU3OIILIO J0 CUX IIOP - Aaxke TOBOPSIIUU
MOHCTP C TOJIOBOM IlIaKajla - TOXKe He UMeeT CMEICTIA.

HWtak, [Ixkepemu oTOpachBaeT BCe KojieOaHUs ¥ TSHET 3a PYYKY [IBEPH.

Kiaxk.

Ero ria3a MrHOBEHHO PACIIUPSIOTCS. 3a IBEPhI0 ero BcTpeyaeT OeCKOHeYHas moioca 6emoro
IIeCYaHOTO IIJIsXKa, pacKaJeHHas 01 XKapKuUM cojHIleM. OH faxke CMYTHO CJIBILIUT IIIYM BOJIH,
Pa30uBaAIINXCS BOAJIEKE.

«0, Boxe Moii... Ox, KaK TH 9TO COejal...?»

«ThI He mo¥Mels, ecnu 1 Te0e 3To 00bsicHI0. Mou Tyma».

ACTepI/IOC TOBOPUT KOPOTKHM KOMaHIOHBIM TOHOM. H}KepeMI/I IMepeBOguT B3TJIAO C HETO Ha OBEPH, HE
YBepeHHBIﬁ, OEeHCTBUTEJIBHO JIX OH XOUET BEPHYTBCA.

«MOXKHO... MOXKHO N1 IOUTH TyAa? Thl MeHS OTIIyCKaelIb?»

"Ara."

«...A-a, ctacubo, orpoMHoe cracu6o. d HUKOrfa He 3a0yny TBoeit JoOpoTH. Criacubo Tebe
oospIoe...»

Ixepemu UCKpeHHe OnaromapeH. OH CUSIET CAMBIM SIPKUM U PaIOCTHHIM BHIpaKEHUEM JIHIIa,
KOTOpOEe OH KOrj[a-mub0o uMesl, B TO BpeMs KaK ACTEPHOC, C APYTOM CTOPOHHI, OCTAETCS
0ecCcTpaCTHBIM.
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