Baub fH MpauHo nocMoTpen Ha HOi Cunimm. TOT OHSJ, YTO TO, UTO OH CKa3aJsl, He YIOBJIETBOPUIO
€ero, 1 ero rojoc noHusmwicsa: «'ocnogus BaHb cKa3an MHe He NelCTBOBATh 0€3 pa3peleHus».

Lisi0 XaoTsiHb 00HAPYXKUI, 4TOo BoHb JH He Hamasn Ha HETro, a BMECTO 3TOr0 THEBHO pyraeT O
CuHIIVHA, YyBCTBO CTPaxa B €r0 CepAlle IepepoausIoch B FOPAOCTh. ['NIsag Ha YHU3UTEIbHOE
nonoxeHnue FOu CUHIIK, OH MOMHOCTHIO onyX: «['ocrnoguH BaHb, Bce B mopsake. A mpemopan ypoK
Baleyn cobake».

«IIpaBma?» Boub AHb He oTBeTUN eMy. OH IPOAOJKa CMOTPeTh Ha FOi CUHIIM U CIIPOCHUII €ro0:
«Tebe mpemopanu ypok?»

FO# Cunmm He 3HaJI, YTO OH UMeJI B BUAY, HO IIOYYBCTBOBAJ Ce0si 00MKEHHBIM U OIYCTHII TOJIOBY, HE
TOBOPS HU CJIOBA.

«Torga yero TH Xpels?» Baub dH 1oCMOTpes Ha Hero CHUCXOAUTeIbHO. OH MOHU3UI T'0JI0C U
IIPOTSHYN PYKY, 4TOOB KOCHYThCS 1eku KO Cuniumyi, MOKpo# oT BuHa. «Tebs yKycuna nukas cobaka,
¥ TBI IPOCTO CUIWIIL U KOEITb. T XO4ellb I03BOJIUTh eMy YUTH. Pa3Be TH He JOMXKEH YKYCUTh €Tr0 B
OTBET?»

HO# Cunim Ha MrHOBeHUe ObIT OIIeJIOMJIEH, a 3aTeM BHE3AIIHO IIOHSIT TOJIOBY.

«JlaBaii, — Banb fH cen Ha guBaH. — CIIOPH MeX[y IIeHKaMU [OJIXKHEI pellaTh caMy IeHKU. M3
Ban, TH He poTuB? Ecnu He Bo3pazXKaellb, IIPOCTO IIOMOTHY U 3aKpOy ABEPb.»

«,.»

Mb>sH Ban Ha CEKyHOY OBIJI OIIIEJIOMJIEH, a 3aTEeM PEMUTEIIbHO 3aKPhIJId IBEPh B OTOEJIBHYIO KOMHATY.

OHa maBHO He mo6uia [lao XaoTsHs U X0Tesa OaTh eMy IOIeYnHY, HO ciepkKuBaia cebs, IoToMy
YTO OHHU OBLIM OOHOKYPCcHUKaMu. OfHAKO OH HE TOJIbKO He OLIEHHUJI 3TOTO, HO JaxXkKe YCTPOUJI CI[eHY Ha
BeUEpHUHKE II0 CIIy4alo ee OHS POXKIAECHUS.

X0T#sl y Hee XOpOIIUH XapaKTep, OHa He TOTOBa 3TO TepPHeTh.

Xopo1o u30IupoBaHHas ABepb ObllIa MIOTHO 3aKpHITa, ¥ 6JI0KMPOBasa Bce 3ByKu. He3aBUCUMO OT
TOTO, PHIA/IY JIM JIIOOU BHYTPH, KaK MPU3PaKH, YOUTEIE TOpeM, IIOCTOPOHHUE 3TOT0 He VCIIBIIIAT.

9toT mar 3acrasui 1lao XaoTsHsI MITHOBEHHO YTO-TO OCO3HATH, ¥ ero JIuio nobnenueno. OH
IIOCIIelIHO cKa3asl Bans Any: «Het, HeT! ['ocnopus BaHE, 3T0 HEIOIIOHUMAHUE, IIPOCTO
HefonoHuMaHue! f TOIbKO 4TO mouryTusl ¢ CUHIIN. & CIUIIKOM MHOTO BHININI, HET.... f OBl He
OCTOPOXKEH, ¥ IIPOJIAI Ha Hero BUHO! THL... OHM BCe 9TO BUAeNH, ga?!»



OH B ITaHUKE IIOCMOTPEII Ha OKPY2KAIIIWX, HagedCh, 94TO KTO-HI/IGYJIB IIOMOZXKET eMy CrJIaguTh
CUTyalluI0, HO BCEe MIPUCYTCTBYIOIIHUE MOJIYAJIA. Hukto He BEICTYIIMII BII€PEO, B TOM HYHUCIIE OPY3bs, Y
KOTOPBIX OBLIH C HUM Xopolinue OTHOILIIEeHUs.

Bce 3nanu, uto Baub dH 3nuTcs. [lonbiTKa BCTaTh Yy HETO Ha IyTH B 9TO BpeMs Obllla paBHOCUJIbHA
TIIOUCKY cMepTu. HUKTO B 3gpaBoM yMe He chesias Ok 9TOro.

Kto-To maxe 3aroBopun, 3amuinas FOu Cunmm: «f Bumesn 9To, S BUOEN 3TO 04eHb sicHO. FOi CuHmun
B0OOIIE He obOpailran Ha Te0ss BHUMaHUS. ITO Tl HCKa HEMPUSITHOCTEe!N. Thl HAacTauBall Ha TOM,
4yTOOBI 3aCTaBUTH €ro MuTh. OH He MW, TH ero o6pyrai U faXxe HapOYHO BLIJIAJ Ha HETO BUHO».

Kto-TO mo6aBum: «IIoMHUTE, KOT{Ia OH YYHUIICS B KOJUIeMZKe, OH OOJbIIe TIOX0OuiI Ha
TIOJIJTM3bIBAIOIIYIOCS co0aKy, a CerofiHs pacxpabpuscs, BepHo?»

JIuno Listo XaoTsiHs no6eHeNo 10 CUHEBH. BUs, 4TO HUKTO eMy He TOMOTaeT, OH UCIIOTHUIT
"MyK€eCTBEHHBIN MYKUMHA MOXKET CTu0aThCs, HO He oMaThCa". OH PEeIUTENbHO CHAJICS ¥ MOJIHII O
mormaze: «MHe oueHb xkajb! 4 ObIT Hempas, rocnoauH Boub! 4 melCcTBUTENIBHO CIIMIIKOM MHOTO
BBITIUJI ¥ OEeUCTBOBAI UMITYILCUBHO. f IPOIIy IPOILeHuUs, 1 Ipolly npoiueHus y FOu Cunmu!»

Bonr fHE paBHOOYIIHO IOCMOTPETT Ha HETO.

FO# Cunmu miar 3a maroMm mpubnuxarncs K [lao Xaotsay. ToT oTcTymasi, yKa3bsiBasi Ha HETO
OyTBIIKOY BUHA B PyKe, ¥ Kpuda: «4To, 4To TH cobupaelscs fgenath?! Mou otcioma!”

FO# CuHIM BRIXBATUJ OYTHUIKY BUHA U3 €T0 PYK U BBICOKO IIOAHST Hafl €r0 T0JI0BOM, CJIOBHO
cobupasich 0OJIUTE €T0, KaK OH PaHbIIIe.

[lao XaoTsiHb OBLI TaK HAIMyTaH, YTO IIOTEPSJI paBHOBECHE U yIai Ha 1ojl. OH HUHCTUHKTUBHO 3aKPHUT
TOJIOBY pyKaMH, HO TOAHsTasl OyTHIIKa BUHA He mepeBepHynack. OH 3aMep Ha HEKOTOPOe BpeMs U
CHOBa IIOCMOTPEJI Ha MOJIOLOTO YeJIoBeKa.

Ox yBupen, kak KOt CHHIIIM 0CTOPOXKHO ITOCTaBUI OYTHIIKY BUHA 00paTHO Ha CTOJI, a 3aTEM
TIOIIIeBEIU 3aMsiCcTheM: «I'ocrmonuH BaHb He MI0OUT BUIEeTh KPOBb. He BONHYHCS, 51 HE 30050 Te0s
[0 IOTePU CO3HaHUS».

3pauku XaoTSHS pacCIMpPUInCh. «4To... ax!»

[TapeHb, KOTOPHIH TOJMBKO 4TO TpeOoBas, uToOsl O CUHIIM yoapui ero, MOIy4YUsl TO, 4TO X0Tel. Ero
TIOJHSIJIY, a TTIOTOM JIeTKO cOUM Ha II0JI, ¥ KyJIaK IIPHU3eMIIMIICS Ha IJI0Th, pa3fascs TyIou ymap.
['nmyxue 3BYKHU IIPOMOIXKAJIKUCH, CMelllaHHbIe ¢ 601e3HeHHEIMU KpuKaMu 1lao XaoTsaHs.

HO# Cunimm He GMII €T0 0 Jingy, 4 TOJIBKO I1I0 MeCTaM, 3dKPBITHIX OOEKIbI. IToxa He OBIIO KpPOBH, 1
HUKaKWX BUOUMEIX PaH.



Boanb dH 007I0KOTHIICS Ha OVBAH X CMOTPEJI Ha HET'0 IPUINYPEHHBIMHU I''Ta3daMHU.

Otkypa FOii CHHIIM 3HAET, 4YTO EMy He HPaBUTCS BULOETh KPOBb?

Llao XaoTsHb KaTaJcs 1o Moty oT 0osu. BriepBhle OH 0CO3HAJ, YTO KyJ/aK, YIapPUBIINM, MOXKET OBITh
HACTOJIbKO O0ne3HeHHbIM. OH MPOO0JIZKal KpUYaTh U MOJIUTH O TOIIazie, HO HUKTO U3
IIPUCYTCTBYIOUIUX He ToMor eMy. OHU He XOTeNu Ui G0STUCE.

HeKOTOpLIe JIIOOY, KOTOPBIE HE MOTJIX BUOETL 3Ty CHEHY, YK€ CIIPATAIUCH B BaHHOU. B OTJIeHbHOfI
KOMHATE BOIIaPUIaCh THUIINHA, 1 JaXKe MY3bIKad IIPEKPATUIACh, OCTABHUB TOJIBKO HEIIPEPHEIBHO
pa3naBaBIINECd KPUKH.

[lao XaoTsiHb ObUI U30UT 1O CIe3 U YyTh He I0Tepss co3HaHue, Ho FOit CUHIM HaKOHEI] 0CTaHOBUJICS
¥ TIOTAIIWI ero K Baub fAHy, Kak goxiiyio co0aKy.

Banb fdH mocMOTpen Ha YesloBeKa, JiexKalllero Y ero Hor, HeOpexKHO MOAHSI OPOBU U HEXKHO
nopapa3uun auio [lao XaoTsaHs HOCKoM OoTuHKa: «IIpemnofan ypok Moel cobake, a? Kak Thl
AyMaellb, KTO ThI?»

«41... s1 OBLT Hempas...» 1]ao XaoTsHb He MOT SICHO TOBOPUTh, U Y HET'O MOTEKJIAa ciitoHa. OH BHITJISAEN
TakKuM cMyIneHHbIM: «HO# CuHum He cobaka, 1 cofaka, s cobaka. ..»

«Her, 970 He Tak. Tvl TOBOPUILL HEIIPABUIbHO», — B3Hb fIHb HACTYIIUII €My Ha JIUL0 KOXKAaHBIM
OO0TUHKOM U C cusoit Haxasn. «k0i Cuniu — mMos co6aka. Thl ombaenisCs, IOTOMY YTO JyMaelllb,
YTO OBIJI ITPAB «IIPEToaaB eMy Ypok»? 4 1mo3Bossii Tebe 9TO menaTh?»

OH cnerka HaKJIOHUIICS, C HEPSAIIIUBOX U 37101 yIBIOKOM: «Co0aku, KOTOPHIX S OEPXKY, MOTYT OBITh
HaKa3aHbI TOJIBKO MHOM, THl IOHUMAaeIb?»

ao XaoTsHb OblT pacTonTad. OH He IOTEPSII Aap PeYH, U eT0 CIII0OHA U CJIe3Hl KallaIu Ha IOJI.

Bupst, 9TO OH efIBa MOXKET OHIIAaTh, BoHb AH, HaKOHell, TepPeKTIYII BHUMAHUE, OH B3SIJT C
JKYPHATBHOTO CTO/IMKA OYTHIIKY BUHA M B3TJISIHYN Ha 3TUKETKY: «Tebe HPaBUTCS MUTh, HEe TaK JIHU?
Torpga BeImeld oOOoJIkIIe. »

Korma on npotsnyn BuHO FO# CuHIM, TO cpa3dy Bce MOoH. OH OTKPHIT KPHIIIKY OYTHIIKH, OJHOM
pykou mogHsm [lao XaoTsIHA C 10J1a, X 3aCYHYJI TOPJIBIIIKO €My B POT.

[Tao XaoTsHb OT yKaca IIXPOKO PACKPHII I'Mla3a, TIIETHO 60PsCh, OH CKyU. [IoTOM ImOTEepXHYICS
BUHOM Y 3aKalIISJICS I0 CMEPTH.

FO#t CuHIIM HaCUIBHO BJIWII €My LleNyi0 OYTHIJIKY MHOCTPAHHOTO BUHA, U €ro I'la3a yxKe OblIu



HaIOJTHEHH! 3Be3aMu: «f1 OB Hempas...»

Hpemne 4YeM OH yCIIeJl 3aKOHYUTE CBOHU CJIOBA, OH BEIIIUII BTOPYIO 6YTBIJ'IKy BHHa.

Bce 6ecrmomotiHo Habmomany, Kak ero u3buBasy g0 TeX 0P, MToKa OH ObLI CTIOCO0EH
COMPOTUBNATECS. OHM YYBCTBOBAJIM TTyOOKHH XOJIOI B CBOMX CEPHIIAX.

Ecnu Tak GymeT IpomosiKaThCs, 3TOT YEJIOBEK JIeMCTBUTEIHHO YMPYT.

Banb fH, KOTOPHIH pHKa3asl IPUMEHUTD 3TO HaKa3aHue, IPOCTO CUAENI, caM BOOOIIe HUYEero He
menas, eMy OBIJIO HACTOJIBKO CKYYHO, UTO OH ITOYTH 3aCHYJ ¥ MeJ[JIEHHO 3eBHYIIL.

B 3T0 BpeMs Bce BCIIOMHMIIM, KaKUM 4eJI0BEKOM OblNT BaHb fIH paHbIe. BBICOKOMEPHBIN U BIACTHBIM
Momnomgoit Mactep BaHb, HUKTO B KPyT'y He OCMeNHIICS ero o0umeTh. Tonbko, Korga ouu ¢ KO [I3sHeM
CTaJIu XXUTh BMECTe, OH CTaJl COepKuBaTh cebsi. Bce 3TH rofmbl OH OBII MEPHBIM U HOBOJIBHBIM, ITOYTH,
KaK XOPOIINY NapeHb.

H3-3a 9TOrO0 NII0K CTAMX 3a0BIBaTh, KAKOM OH Ha CaMOM fejle, 4To 3acTaBuiio [Jao XaoTsHs OBITH
TaKUM CMEJIBIM.

YBunes 1{ao XaoTsiHS, KOTOPHIY Telephb OB HACTOIBKO IIbSIH, BCE MIPUCYTCTBYIOIIME HE OCMETTUITUCDH
HUYEero TOBOPUTH, Ollacasich monacth B Oeqy. OHU make IIOUYYBCTBOBAJIM, YTO CTaphii Baub AH
BepHYyIcs. [laxke MaH BaH He pelranach yOeOuTh ero He AeaTh 3TOTO0.

Hakosel, Baub dH mposiBUI HEMHOTO HOOPOTEL, KOTOPO#i V¥ HETO HUKOTa He OBIII0 OecsiTh JIeT Ha3af.
OH mocTan cBoM MOOUBHEIHN TenedoH, HaOpa HOMep M YTO-TO CKa3aJl, a 3aTeM IIepPeBeJ B3Trs, Ha

HaxopusIierocs 6e3 co3Hanus Lao XaoTsHy: «He BonHy#HCA. f IO3BOHUI U BhI3BaJI CKOPYIO IIOMOIIIb
miist Tebsi. THI 2Ke [MOIKEeH 3HaTh, YTO CKa3aTh, KOTOA TaM OKaXKeIIbCs, BepHO?"

9TH cnoBa, Ka3anock, Oblin afipecoBaHbl 1Jao XaoTsHY, HO yIaBiIeMy B 00MOPOK 4eJIOBEKY OBIIO0
HEBO3MOXKHO UX YCIIbIILIATh, U OCTaIbHble MTHOBEHHO IIOHSJIH, YTO 3TO BaHb fAH nmpenynpexnaan ux.

B oTmenbHOM KOMHaTe He ObIO KaMep, a ¢dpa3a «OH CIUIIKOM MHOTO BHIIUJI HA BeUEPUHKE U
OTPaABWJICS aJIKOTOJIeM» He Obljla HOBOCTBIO, CIIOCOOHOM MPUBIIeYh Ybe-Tu00 BHUMAaHHE.

Yro KacaeTcs camoro 11ao XaoTsHs, TO OH, BEPOSITHO, He 0CMeNIHIICs Obl CKa3aTh IMpaBay. B KoHIe
KOHIIOB, 3TO OLLlIa ero cOOCTBEeHHAS BUHA.

«Xopor1to, — BaHb dH BCTas, CTPSAXHYJ HeCYIIeCTBYIOIIYIO IIBIIb C PyKaBoB ¥ noMaxan O Cunmm, —
yKe I037HO, TI0pPa eXaTh JOMOM».
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