BocrnomuHaHMe 0 TOM, Kak JIuIaHg CyMe MONy4YuTh TaK MHOTO HHGOPMAIMK U3 YaCTeH 3Bepsi-MaHH,
3acTpsio B rojyioBe Karpucc, korga ona umia ¢ Kamunoi u JIunasmgoM 4epes3 TYHHEIb K TOMY MECTY,
rhe XKpaja [eByIIKa.

Korpga onu Oblu mo4uTH y iBepH, Karpucc pemusna, 4To ceitdyac Uiy HUKorga. Kak TOIbKO OHM BOUTYT
B 9Ty [Bepb, KaMusna MoXeT cpa3y XKe PelIuTh YUTH. Mar MoHATHUS He UMella, KOTr[a JeBYLIKN
MOTYT BEPHYTHCS, IO3TOMY OHA IIPOTSHYyJA PYKy U cxBaTuia JlunaHaa 3a pyKas.

MyX4rHa BHE3aIIHO B3MaxHyJ PYKOH, 0OTOPOCHUB €€, 1 OHa CHOBa 00HapyXkKHujla 9TO MOJTHUEHOCHOE
co3MaHNe 3aKINHaHUS.

Ha sToT pa3s 910 OBIJIO HE {71 TOr0, YTOOHl Pa30I0OKHPOBATEL YTO-TU00, a TOIBKO IJIST TOTO, YTOORI
BBICTPEJIUTH B HEE MAarudeCKUM 3apsoM. ITO OBII IIap CBETA, OKyTAHHBEIA OTHEM.

Xots Karpucc He y3Hana He3HaKOMYI MaHy, CMeLIaHHY0 CO CBATOM Maruel, OHa MOTrJia caefnaTh
npepnnosoxenve. OrHeHHas MaHa? [1Ba cxoncTBa?

OHa HeMe[JIeHHO YKJIOHUIaCh Ha3af, I03BOJIsSIs MaTuy, BHITYIIEHHON C BHICOKOW TOYHOCTHIO B €€
TOJIOBY, IIPOJIETETh Hafl HEl U B30PBATHCS I'Ee-TO [JaJIblle 110 TYHHEJIIO.

IeByllIKa IIOYTH IIOTEPsiJia PaBHOBECHE, HO el YOasloCh CIIaCTH CUTYAIlNIo, VKJIIOHUBIIUCH Ha3af
chenaTh KyBRIPOK M BCTaTh Ha HOrM. COMTHIM ¢ TONKY JIMnaH[ BHe3allHO Halal Ha He€, Karpucc
Havalla co3/laBaTh COOCTBEHHYI0 Maruio, TOJIKO YTOOHI OTIPHITHYThH Ha3al, KOToa CTApUK OPOCUIICS
Ha JeBYIIKY C YOIUBUTEIILHON CKOPOCTHIO, COBEPIIEHHO He TI0X0XKel Ha ero MpexXHue KOBBIJIEHUS.
OpmuH M3 ero KyJIaKoB ObIJT 0XBAaUeH IIJlaMeHeM, a IPYTOoM CBETHUJICS 30JI0THIM CBETOM.

Korpma Karpucc BrimycTuna He00bIoe 65ICTPOE 3aKIMHAaHKWE, YTOOH TOYYBCTBOBATh CTAPHUKA,
pacIeiBYaTast TeHb MPOMeEIbKHYTa Mexkay HuMu. OHa CXBaTuia KyJlak 4eJloBeKa OMHOM PYKOH U
pas3faBuiia TEMHYIO CTPEJTy, KOTOPYIO Mar BHITYCTHIIA, APYTOM.

- Ctom!

Kpuk sxoM pa3Heccs 110 KOPUAOPY, TPOMKOCTE BCETO 3TOTO OCTaHOBUIA JIunaHga ¥ 3aMOpo3uia
crepymwoiee 3aknuHaHue Karpucc. OHa mocMoTpea Ha TeHb - KaMuiny, KoTopas IpUCTaabHO
CMOTpeJia Ha HUX 000UX.

Pyka, KOCHYBIIAsICSI CBSITOTO CBeTa, Obllla 000K3KeHa, a TeMHasl CTpeJia MIPOH3uIa e€ APYTYI0 PYKY,
npexmae yeM Kamumnna yHu4TOXKuMIa €€. KpoBb Kamana Ha 1o, u Karpucc mouyBcTBoBaja cefs Tax,
CJIOBHO Cepfille OeBYIIKY Oblno pa3buTo. OHa mpuuuHuia Bpen Kamumnne!

- Knsanryce 6oramMu, 4TO TOJIBKO YTO IIPOU30IIIIO?

Kamwunna ycraBunach Ha Karpucc, eé B3rnsm Tpe6oBas 00bsCHEHUIH.



Karpucc chexkunach mop B3rIsigoM KaMums.

- ¢ He 3HAO... JINIaHO BHE3aNHO Hallajl Ha MEHS.

9TO maXe He €€ BUHA... OHA IIPOCTO 3allluIaliaCh, TaK IIOYEMY XKe Kamunna Ha He€ 31unach?

JIunaHp cxanl KynakK, IoTUpast ero opyruM. OroHb ObIT MOTYIIEH.

- OHa cxBaTHujla MeHS U3 HHUOTKYOa, U 4 UCIIyTraJICHd. BEI He JOXUBETE [0 MOET0 BO3pPaCTa 6e3
OCTOPO2KHOCTH, - CKAd3aJl OH, OTPAXHBAsCE, 0e3 TeHH W3BUHEHHS B TOJIOCE.

B xuBote Karpucc nmogusiics raeB. Kak oH MocMes HalacTh Ha HEE M3-3a Yero-To BpPode 3TOro, U
BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI U3BUHATHCS, BECTU cebs Tak, OyATo 9TO He ero BuHa. OHa MoAoxKaaia, IoKa
Kamumnna nogoepXKuT e€ u 3aKpUYUT Ha JIunaHga, HO BMeCTOo 3Toro Kamuria oriasHynach Ha
OEBYIIKY.

- Karpucc, Tebe crmenyeT U3BUHUTHCH.

Karpucc He MOTjia IIOBEePUTL CBOUM YIIIaM.

- M-m?

Oxa uckasna y KaMuisl npu3Haky 1oMopa Uil 4To-HuOynb, YTO yKa3biBaio Obl Ha TO, YTO [EeBYIIKa
IIyTHUJIa, HO HU4ero He 00HAPYXKUJIOCh.

- 4 momxkHa u3BMHUTHCA? HO 5 mpocTo...

- Karpucc, momuu, uTo s Tebe cka3aja. Kpome Toro, B 4e10Be4eCKOM 001IeCTBe HUKOTIa He ObIBaeT
BEKJIMBHIM XBaTaTh KOTO-HUOYIb. ITO rpyd0 ¥ OTKPOBEHHO arpeCCUBHO.

- Hu 3a yTo... - Karpucc nmokayvasua rojoBoii. OOBIYHO OHa MOMUYKHSIAChk KaMumie, HECMOTpS HY Ha
YTO, HO Ha 9TOT Pa3 [IeBYIIKa He XoTena. [louemy JIunaHp He MOIYYUI 3a TO, YTO HAIal Ha Hee,
KOT7Ia BCE, UTO OHa Cfesiaja, 3TO JepHyJIa ero 3a PyKas?

Wtak, Jlunaup 60s7Cst yMEPETh, HO HUYTO He MOTJIO He 60sThCs cMepTH. OHa He cTasia OBl IEITaThCs
yOUTHL KOTO-TO TOJIBKO 3a TO, UTO CXBATHUIIH €€.

- Her!

- Karpucc... - Temmeps B rosmoce Kamumib mpo3Bydasa HOTKa HeTeprneHus. Karpucc mo4yBcTBoOBaa,
YTO [BIIIaTh CTAHOBUTCS BCE TPyOHEE.



[Touemy 3T0 68110? BHITO Tak 60s1bHO, 601bHO. OHA CHOBA IOKAYasia rojIoBo# U mobexkasna MUMO
Kamunme! u JIunanga, UTHOPUPYS TOJIOC HEeBYIIKH.

Karpucc, Karpucc... Kaxnsli pa3, Korga Kamusina mpou3Hocuiia e€ uMs, OHa BCIIOMMHANA, KakK
BaMITMPIlIa CMOTpPEIia Ha HEE, 3TO HeTEPIIEHKE B I'OJIOCE.

[Tomoups K ABEPH, OHa IIOHMAJIa, YTO, €CJIM JEBYIIIKa HEe U3BUHUTCA IIepen JIunangoM, oHa HUCIIOPTUT
CBOM IIaHCEL KOl"JIa-J'II/IGO 3aCTaBUTh €TI0 paCCKa3aThb eyl cBou CEKPETHI...

3aTreM oHa CTHCHYJa 3yObl. KoMy oH HykeH? KTo-To Bpofe 9TOTO... OHA OOJbIlle HUKOTIa He X0UeT
BUMIETh KOTO-TO B TAKOM POfie, He TOBOPS y2Ke 0 TOM, YTOOEI YeMy-TO Y Hero HayuuThcs. OHa Morja
IIPOCTO BO BCEM pa306paThCs caMa, Kak Bcerma!

YTo-TO MEKOTAJo ei YI'OJIKHY I'lIa3, X KOT'Oa OHa IIOTePIIa 3TO, ThIJIbHASA CTOPOHA PYK Oblla BIIAZKHOM.

HeBy'H.IKa BCXJIMIIHYJIQ, X B eé ropiie MmosgaBHUIICA KOM, MeIIlaBIINY e IIPOT'JIOTHUTH. 9T0 OBIJIO HEe TOJIBKO
B ropije, B rpyou OBLI KaMeHb, MENJIEHHO CHYCKaIOHIHﬁCH K XKHUBOTY, OTTalIKHMBad BCE Ha CBOEM IIyTu

BHU3.

3aKy'CI/IB Fy@bl B HEIIPOIIIEHOM XHBIKAHEE, Karpncc IIOIIBITAJIaCh TOJIKHYTE OBEPH, HO 06Hapy}KI/IJ'Ia, qTo
OHa Marn4eCku 3allepTa. Co6paB BCIO MaHY, KOTOPYIO TOJIBKO MOT'JId, YAIUBUTEJIbHO 00JIBIII0e
KOJIN4Y€eCTBO, JEBYIIIKa KCIIOJIb30Bajia e€, 4ToOh pa361/ITB 3alluparInee 3aKJInHaHue, KakK MOJIOT.

C moYTH CIBIIMMBIM TPECKOM 3aKJIMHaHHE Marun4eCkKoro 3aMKa CJIOMaJIOCh, 1 IBEPH HaAKOHEI]
OTKPBHBIJIACE. ,]:[eBYH.IKa-XpaMOBHI/IK Ipu €€ IMOSIBJIEHNH BCKOYHJIA.

- Bl 3aKkoHuYMM? - cupocuna JIIoCheH U OCTaHOBUIIACh, YBUAEB €€ UII0. - YTO CIIy4YUIIOCH?

Kal"pI/ICC IIPOUTHOPHUPOBaAlia €€, KorJa OHa BHIIIIa U3-3a CTOJIa, faxe He B3rJISHYB Ha OEBYIIKY. Ona
IIPpOTepJia I'lila3a U IIOOHAJIACE II10 JIECTHHUIIE.

- Oii mopoxkau! Thl He MOXKeIh IOTHATLCA TyOa OfiHa, Te0e MPUOETCS MON0KOATh 9Ty AEBYLIKY-
30M0u! - KpUKHYJIa C3ay XPaMOBHUK. - £ MOMXKHA CIIeIuTh 3a Bamu obeumu! [Tomoxmu!

XKnats OBLIIO HEUero.

Yepes HEKOTOpPOe BpeMsi Karpucc moCcTuria BepIIuHb JIECTHUIEI ¥ YBUEIA TOTAWHOM BXOJ, He TaK
YK ¥ CKPHITEIA c3amu. Korma oHa mOTSIHYIACh K Py4YKe, YTOOBI OTKPHITH ABEPD, NEeBYIIKa
OCTaHOBUJIACh ¥ BHUMATEJIbHO MTPUCITYIIAIach K 3ByKaM TOTO, YTO IIPOMCXOAMIIO TaM, OTKYIa TOJIBKO
IIpUIIIa.

Bo3MmoxHo, KaMunna 1ia 3a Hel.



Ho pmeiicTBUTEIBHOCTD OblNa KecToKa. Karpucc He Cbllian HU4ero, KpoMme T'YIIKOTO rojioca JIFoCheH,
KOTOpast ocTaBanachk BHU3Y. OHa He cibiiana Kamumy. MenmeHHO 0CTaHOBUBIIASICS KUAKOCTh
CHOBa HayaJjla BHITEKATh U3 €€ Tna3, ORICTpee, YeM paHbIle, 3aCTaB/IsAS BEITUPATD UX.

Pyubu OBIJTM HeCKOHYaeMbIMHU, ¥ 00J1b B TPYAX He Ipoxopauiia. E€ rpynb CymopoKHO cXKajach, U30 pTa
BLIPBAJICS CHaBJIEHHBIN 3BYK.

Kamumnmne! He OBLIO.

Karpucc pacnaxsysa gBepb ¥ BEICKOIb3HYTa. OHa He BUOesa crocoba 3aKpHITh TOTAWHON BXO,
II03TOMY ITPOCTO OCTABUJIA €r0 OTKPHITHIM. MTHOBEHHME CITYCTS IIOTAMHOM BXOM 3aKPHIJICS CaM II0
cebe, HO Ha 9TOT pa3 e¥ OBIIO HAIJIeBaTh, KaK 9T0 paboTaeT. BMeCTO 3TOro OHa IOMBITAIaCh
HCII0/Ib30BaTh CBOM BOCIIOMHHAHUSI, YTOOBI IIPOCIIENUTh IIark, KOTOpPele KaMuiia cuenana ojis HUX,
yTOOR MOOpAThCS CIOfA.

BBI7I0 MHOTO MOMEHTOB, KOTa OHYU BBIXOOVIM ¥ YXOOUIIU C YIIHII, HEIPSIJIA B IEPEYIIKHU, YCIIOXKHSIS
IyTeleCTBHE Yepe3 9TOT IOX0XKUN Ha TaOMPUHT PaioH, HO OHA JyMalla, YTO CMOXKeT HaUTH IyTh
obpaTHOo K Kamuio Konwibenu.

Wpst ¢ onyiieHHOM T'OJI0BOM, BEITUPAs CIe3bl, Me[JIEHHO MHITAasiCh OCTAHOBUTh HACMOPK U UKOTY, OHA
IIJTa Yepe3 TPymo6sl. XoTs OeBYyIIKa YyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO HA HEE CMOTPST MHOTHE Iaphl Ij1a3, HO
UTHOpPUPOBAJIa UX BCE.

MecrTa, 110 KOTOPHIM OHa IIjia, OBITIM e# 3HAKOMEI, COBIIAfA/IU C €€ BOCIIOMUHAHUSIMHU, HO
IyTeIIecTBOBATh OMHOM OBIJIO TaK CTPAaHHO. Mar He YyBCTBOBaJIa 3HAKOMOT'0 MMPUCYTCTBUS KaMuih.
3a mocleiHre HECKOIbKO HefeNlb OHa MTPUBHIKIIA K TOMY, UTO BaMIUpIIa Bceraa Onlia ¢ Hel. Temeps,
kKorma Kamusl He OBIIO, HEBYIIKA YyBCTBOBasa Ce0ST X0IOTHOM U YI3BUMOM 6e3 TeX 30JI0THIX
Ipsifieli, KOTOphle MOANPHITUBAIY 110 KpasiM ee 3PEeHUS U YyBCTB.

- Kamunna... - BcxnumnHysna oHa. Karpucc yxe ckydana no Kamunne.

Mo3xeT, eif CTOUT BEPHYThCS... HO OHA y2Ke 3alll/Ia TaK JajekKo U He X0Tejla CHOBAa BCTPEYAThCS C
Jlunaugom. TloaToMy pemmsia IpongoixkaTh. [eBylKy OymeT xkgaTh KaMuy B TaBepHe, eCiu
BaMIIMPIE JOopora oHa, To Kamusia npumgéT 3a Hew.

[To Mepe TOTO, KaK OHa IIjIa, AEBYIIKa IMOCTEIIEHHO 0CO3HaBaJjla, YTO €€ OKPYKeHHe CTaHOBUTCS
tuiie. XoTsa TPyIIoOsl Bcerga ObIIM TUXUM MECTOM, B IIOCJIEIHUM pa3, KOraa OHa IIPOXOoAuia TyT,
penko Ov10 Tak TUX0. OTNSAIEBINCh, OHA O0OHAPYKUIa, YTO HUKOTO He MOXeT HalTu. OfHaKo eé
JKM3HEHHOE YyThe pacckKas3ayo e OPYyTryio UCTOPHIO.

Ha He60bII0M pacCTOSHUY BIepenu OBII0 HECKOIBKO JEeCSITKOB XKUBBIX JTIOJIeH, CIIPSITaHHBIX B
3MaHUSIX UK 3a yriaaMu. Eif moKa3anock, 4YTO OHA MMOYYBCTBOBaja Ha cebe HECKOJIBKO Map Ijia3, XOTs
3TO MOTJI0 OBITH BCETO JIUIIb €€ BOOOPaKeHueM.



3BYK €€ Tydens 10 KaMeHHOH Jopore 0BT TPOMKKM, ¥ KOT'7la OHa HoOpasiack Jo0 IeHTpa
CIPSITABIIKXCS JTIONEH, OHM BHE3AIIHO CHeJIaId CBOM X0/, BEIBAJIUBIIMCH HAPYXKY U OKPYXKUB JEBYIIKY.

Onu CMOTPEJIN Ha eé IIPUITYPEHHBIMHU T'JIa3aMU U TUKMMHU TOPZKECTBYIOIMUMHU YXMEBIJIKAMH. MHorue
N3 HUX JEePXKaJIki HOXKHU. KanI/ICC 0CTaHOBHUJIACH, KaK OHA BCIIOMHMIIA, UYTO Oefana Kamunna.

Brina moxoxas ClleHa u3 e€ KHuru. Korma rpynmna 6aHIMTOB OCTaHOBUIIA MOJIOLOTO JIOPA, IEITAsCh
3aCTaBUTh €r0 OTAATh CBOM IL[EeHHBIN I'Py3, PHILlaph IIOBEJ BOKWCKA Ha ITOMOIIb.

3HAYUT, 3THU JIIOJHU MTBITAIUCh €€ OrpabuTh?

-V MeHs HeT [geHer... - cKka3aja oHa. - Ho, eciu OBl 0HU OBLIH, S OB HEe oTHasia UX BaM.

E€ menbru OBUIM IpAroIeHHH.

Baopyr u3-3a ciuHBE 6aHIUTOB MMOCIIHIIIANCST cMeX. Tomma pas3oliach, ¥ KTO-TO Bhimes. Karpucc
y3HaJla ero - OH OBl MuaepoM OaHOUTOB C TOTO MOMEHTA, KOTMla OHA OBllIa OKPYKeHa B IOCTIETHUH
pas. Ho Torma ¢ He#t Obtn Kamumna u JIiockeH, a Temeph AeByIKa Obljla OgHA.

Karpucc nmoHsatsi He ©UMeJjia, 4YTO el fmesaTh. YOuTh Bcex OaHOUTOB? YIeTeTh?

B pomaHne pritlaps youBan Bcex 6aHIUTOB, KOTOPHIX MOT, HO KaMusia cremuanbHO Belenia et HUKOMY
He IPUYUHSATH Bpefa.

IToka OHa M30 BCeX CUJIl IbITalach IIPUOYMATE IIJIaH, MTUAED HaKOHEeII ITepecCTalla CMEeAThCA. KanI/ICC
06paTI/IHa Ha HEro CBo€ BHUMaHMe, YTOOBI YBUOETH, YTO OH XOTEJI CKa3aThb.

- MHe He HY2KHEI TBOU NEHBI'HU.

- Tak 7 Mmory ungru?

- Koneuno HeT! - KpUKHYJI TPeABOOUTEIb OAHIUTOB.

- Ha aToT pa3 Tebe HeKOMY 3alIUTUTL Tebs1, a? Mbl coOMpaeMcst CXBaTUTh Te0sS U 0OMEHSTh Ha
BBHIKYII.

- BrIKy1I... 4TO 3TO? - cripocusia Karpucc, Korga oHa yciblliajga HOBOE CJI0BO, KOTOPHIM HYXKHO
IIOTIOJTHUTD CBOM CJIOBapHBIM 3amac. OmHaKOo Ha e€ BOIIPOC HUKTO He OTBETUJI. BMecTo 3Toro
HEKOTOphle OaHANUTEHI, BK/II0OYas Uepa, 3aCMeSINCE.

- UTo 3TO 3a BHIKYII - TOBOPUT OHa! He BoNHyMCS, JeBOYKa, K KOHITY 3TOT0 TH BCE ImouMeIlb! A eciu



HEeT, TOIrda MBI MOZKEM HEMHOI'O ITIOBECEJIUTECHA, BEPHO, 6paTBH?

CmMmex 6AHIWTOB CTaJl TpOMYeE, U K HUM flaXKe IPUMENIaNKUCh aljogucMeHTh. Karprcc moyyBcTBOBama,
YTO UX B3TJISIT Ha HEE TOXKe U3MEeHUIICS. MX B3rsaasl cTanu 0ojiee MPUCTATbHEIMY, 601€€ TOPSTUYNMH.

Eé xoxa nokarsnsiBana. Bcé Teno OEBYIIKHU ITOKAJIBIBAJIO, KOTOd Tda MHCTUHKTHUBHO IIPUKPBIIACH.

- YTO THI...

Hpe}Kne YeM OHa yCIieJla 3aKOHYUTh, IIPEOABOOUTEIIb GaHI[I/ITOB IIOOHATI DYKH.

- Kak u pansmie! Ecnu Th He Oyellb COMPOTUBISATHCS, MBI He MPpUYUHUM TeOe Bpefa. Eciu T 9T0O
chesaellb... Hy 4TO X, OpaThs, BB 3HaETe, UYTO AejaTh!

BauguTer 06pamoBanuch u OPOCUNTUCH BIEPE], OKPYKeHKe MI'HOBEHHO cy3uiiock. Cepate Karpucc
TIOMITIPLITHYJIO, ¥ €€ pelleHus ObUIM MPUHSATH MIHOBEHHO. [IoKajbiBaHKe Ha KOXKe MeXAY APaKou 1
6ercTBOM CKJIOHHIIO K IIEPBOMY.

Haxe ecnu KaMunna Besesna et HUKOTO He yOUBaTh, BaMIUpIIa He cobupasach e€ 0CTaHaBIUBATE.

BauguTel npubIMKanuch K Hel, HO 110 CPaBHEHHUIO C MOHCTPaMHU-HEXKUTEIO U JINTaHOOM UX
OBUXKeHUs OblIM MefyieHHEIMU. Kak TOIbKO camMoe OBICTpOe MOYTH KOCHYJIOCH e€, Karpucc
3aKOHYMIIa [IepBOe U3 MHOXKECTBa 3aKIuHaHui. YepHas Bofa CTeKajla C 3eMJIH, TOe OHa CTOsIa,
IIOKpHIBas 3€MJII0 ITOJI3y4el CIU3bI0.

BbaHauTe 3aJOXHYIINCh OT CTPaXad, U OHW Ha4aJld OTXOOUTL UJIX TIPBITATE Ha Heé, 4TOoO®I IoMeIIaTh e
KOJImOBaTh, HO JaXKe €CIIu KaT‘pI/ICC IIPOCTO CTOMAJIa TaM U IIO3BOJIAII UM YOAPHUTH ce0s1, OHU HEe CMOTJIH
OBl HUYEro COenlaTb C 3TUM.

[TouyBcTBOBaB MHGOPMAIINIO, KOTOPYIO IIPUHECIIO eH [T0Jie ThMBI, OHa 3aKphlia T'7la3a ¥ Hadasa
TTPOM3HOCUTD CIEAYIOIIME 3aKTUHAHUS... 3aK/IMHAHNS, KOTOPhIe 03HAYald CMEPTh BCEX
IIPUCYTCTBYIOIIUX.

OpHakKo 1Mo Mepe TOro, Kak Bofa IOI0I371a faibllle, OHa IOYyBCTBOBaja IPUCYTCTBUE YEro-TO
OTJIMYHOTO OT APyrux 6aHAUTOB. UCTOYHUK CBATOU Maruu, OLICTPHIE IIATH.

- He... Karpucc, ctou!
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